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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
utyder the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 4 

Thk Ass km ii i. y met in the Av^mMy House, ('ahuttu, on Thursday, 
tin* At August, 1940, at 4-45 p m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon hit* Khun Bahadur M. A/i/ri. H.iQt’K, t’.l.E.) 
iu tin* ('bail, 10 Hon’hle Ministers and 215 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral an* wen were given) 

Suspension of traffic during Governor’s Journey through important 
streets of Daeoa. 

•96. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Police) Department aware — 

(i) that His Excellency the Governor of Bengal, on his arrival at 
Dacca on the 2nd July, 1940, passed through crowded 
business quarter* such as the Sadar Ghat, Johnson Road, 
Nawabpur Road ; 

(it) that the traffic was stopped and the pedestrians were not 

. allowed even to cross the streets for more than half an hour. 

(m) that" similar suspension of traffic and movements of pedestrian* 
took place when His Excellency the Governor attended the 
tea-party at the Ashan Manzil on the 4th July, 1940; aud # • 



QUESTIONS. [1st Avq 

<Yr ) •that thereafter on every occasion similar things happened when 
His Excellency passed through any street? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in, the affirmative, do the Government 
contemplate arrangements so that ordinary business of the people may 
not suffer in future? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) (/) Yes. This is the only possible route. 

(ii) No. Major traffic was stopped some time before His Excel- 
lency’s arrival, but pedestrians w r ere allowed to pass until a few minutes 
before, 

(in) and (iv) No. Traffic was only held up five minutes before the 
time scheduled for His Excellency’s passing. ’ 

(b) The arrangements made involve the minimum inconvenience 
consistent with His Excellency’s safety. * c 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what is the source of his information with regard 
to answers (ii) and (Hi) ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: In the question it is stated 
that for half an hour the traffic was closed. The answer is: No. It 
was only for •> minutes. I want to know what is the source of his 
information. Is it the police report? 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you ask the Hon’ble Minister a proper ques- 
tion ho will in due course reply, but you ask him now wherefrom he 
did get the information. 

Mf. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Is t he Hou'ble Minister aware that 
overxealous police officers and constables detained the pedestrians for a 
long time? 

The Hon’ble Khwtja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I believe in this case 
it did not happen. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether they are willing to enquire into the fact that 
in spite of Government order to stop the traffic for h minutes the over- 
aealoua police officers actually detained it for more than 6 minutes P. 
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Thi Hon’Me Khwaja tir NAZIMUBDIM: As far u 1 know 5 

minutes was the time in the case of questions (tit) and (iv), As 
regards (i), it i* admitted that it was for more than 5 minute* that the 
traffic was held up. I would like to point that out to the honourable 
member. 

,Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: 1 asked whether it was more than 
5 mjputes — I am not concerned with other questions — that the police 
officers -actually detained the traffic and whether the Hon’ble Minister 
would make an enquiry. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIM: I do not think there is a 

case for enquiry. It i* difficult to say whether it was 5. <> or 7 minutes, 
buM believe there was no undue delay. 

Suspension of traffic during Governor's visit to the raoos at Dacca. 

hi. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: Will tin- Hi.n’Mn 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
the traffic was doted. without notice, fur more than three hours from 
3-dO p.m. on Saturday, the tit It July , I!I40 4 nil throughout the roads 
at Dacca from (vo\ertmr*s House to ilio Dacca (ivmkhnnn race ground, 
due to Hi> Kxicllrmy the (inventor \ visit to the races? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This was done in accord- 
ance with previous custom. It was then, however, decided to discon- 
tinue the practice and on the ldth duly and the 20th duly, the roads 
were cloned tor 5 minutes only. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : srJTsrct'Tff cn, previous 

custom (TTTTO I T&ftT 5 ? popular 41$ 

previous custom CTfaTT* fwi TfDnrW *nn fV T 

The HSn'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: As a matter of fart, as 

soon as it came to my notice I instructed the officers concerned to stop 
this practice. 

Establishment of a poultry farm in the Dyong Hill, Chittagong. 

# 

.* * 9 S. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: 00 ip the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment aware — 

(i) that the fowl of Chittagong is the most famous anil biggest in 
sife in India; and 

* (it) that Wan l or Ay*in hens are the best of all? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is*in the affirmative, will # the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether his attention was drawn by an 
honourable member of this House for the establishment of a poultry 
farm in the Dyeng Hill whirh is the breeding place of the*e hens? * 

( c ) If ho, will the Hon’ble Minister lie jiieased to state what action, 
if any, he has taken in the matter? 

(d) If no action has been taken as yet, does the Hon’ble Minister 
propose to bold an inquiry into the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE ami INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) It is not 

correct to say that the Chittagong fowls are “the most famous and 
biggest in size in India” or th^t ll r/.v// or A tf*in hens are “the best of 
all”. 

(b) to (d) Do not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to" answer (<*), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware of the 
proverb Chittagonian fowl#, indicating thereby that Chittagong fowls, 
if not the best are most palatable? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 did not know um are an expert in poult i t \ also. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the fowls of which district, laridpur or Dacca, an* the 
better? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Bridge on the Damodar river. 

•98. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communication* and Works Department be 
pleased to state the reason for ibe delax in the construction of the roads 
on the right bank of the Da mod a i and in continuation of the Damodar 
Bridge ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Government contemplate the erection of a 
temjHirary causeway instead of the proposed bridge? 

(e) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister lie pleased to state the reason thereof? 

MINISTER in ohargo of tho COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’ bit Maharaja Srisohandra Nandy, af Cats** 
btzar): («) The attention of the honourable member is invited to the 
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rtply which I pave on the 14th March last to his starred question 
No. 222. The investigations to which I then refar^pd hare proved that 
the cost of constructing a road which would he above the level of 
' abnormal floods such a* were experienced in 1913 and 1936 would be 
prohibitive. My advisers are therefore considering the construction of 
a # road which while aliove flood level in normal years might he over- 
topped once in a quarter of a century. 

(b) and (c) The construction of a teru|x»rurv causeway instead of the 
proposed bridge aero*.** the Thnnudar U not contein|»lated. I have lutely 
received from the local administrative officers a proposal that a dry 
weather mossing of the liver bed should be provided. The cost of such 
an aid to traffic is now being examined h\ the techuieal officers. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: "\Vith reference to answer (it)'., 
wiU the, Uon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the present position 
of The project of the bridge and when this bridge is likely to be finished? 

• 

Tha HofTble Maharaja 8RI8CHANORA HANDY, of Oosaimbaxars 

As I have silreadx stated in mv repl\, the department is now con- 
sidering how to construct the road at the rfftuimum cost, and as regards 
the bridge we are considering a proposal to amalgamate the bridge with 
the proposed barrage as provided for in the Howruh-lfooghly Flushing 
Scheme. As soon as that project is approved by this House, we will 
proceed to draw up an estimate for the combined project. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the IWbie Minister be 

pleaded to state if it is a fact that as n result of the proposed barrage 
further action on the bridge which was approved long ago and for 
which the foundation stone was also laid down by Hi’s Excellency has 
been stopped ? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazars 

I do notethink the consideration of the question of the barrage delayed 
matters. There is no denying the fact that there 1ms been some 
amount of delay in taking up the project, but it was due to factor* 
over which we had no control. In the original estimate of the bridge 
there was no provision for the railways, but was subsequently added 
on at the request of the Railway Board. Now as I have just now 
stated, it is proposed to include the barrage scheme in it with a view 
•to minimise the cost. I believe as soon as the House approves the 
Howrah-Hooghly Flushing Scheme we shall be in a position to arrange 
for taking up the construction at a very early date. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: Are we to understand that in casa 
the House does not approve of the expensive barrage scheme, the bridge 
will be dropped? • 
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The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RISCHAHDRA NANDY, of Cossimbtzor: 

No, Sir. We shall in that case proceed with the original scheme. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is there any other scheme or 
schemes up the sleeves of the departmental officers of the Hon’ble 
Minister’s department (Mr. Sffakkk: Most he.) which may cause 
further <lela\ in future in the construction of the bridge? v 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbazar: 

As I have already stated, the delay which was caused was not due to 
any scheme which was in the sleeves of the departmental officers, but it 
W'tis due to factors beyond our control. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state when the proposal for taking the railway line over the 
bridge was mooted and was this question finally disposed of? ' 

Tha Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coasimbazar: 

It is difficult for me to give the exact date, but speaking from memory 
it must be a couple of years* back. I may inform my honourable friend 
that in these matters when w r e have to deal with the Government of 
India and the Itailway Board the process u invariably a slow one. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it not a fact that the question 
of extending the width of the bridge to permit the railway to go over 
it was finally disposed of nearly tw f o years ago? 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coeeimbazar: 

No, I don’t think so. 


Dearth of eilver coins throughout the Provinoe. 

& 

MOO. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department aware — 

(?) that for some time past marketing in general in the Provinoe 
has been suffering for want of free circulation of .silver 
coins; and 

(tV) that even in a treasury in the Province one cannot get silver 
coins worth more than five rupees in exchange of a ten-rupee 
currency note? 

(6) If the answer to (<i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government havfc 
takfcn in the matter? 
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(c) If no steps have been taken as yet, do the Government propose 
taking any steps m the matter at an early date 1" 

MINISTER in ehrage of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. N. 8. 8uhrawardy) : (a) (i) It has been 

reported to Government that vast sums in silver coins have been with- 
drawn from circulation and hoarded; and in consequence business 
people its well as the public are naturally experiencing inconvenience, 

(it) No. 

( b ) The honourable member is referred to the reply gi\en to the 
Short Notice starred question No, ">’>A of Mr Sihuath Banerjee. 

fc) Does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleafed to state whether he is aware that one rupee notes are being 
circulated in -place of silver coins? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 thought that was 
common knowledge. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state whether his attention has been drawn to the bud quality of 
the paper of the one rupee note? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, it is not for the Hon’ble Minister to answer 
— the bad quality of the paper, badness of the colour and badness of 
the stamp. This matter does not concern this Government 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon lde Minister 

please state whether in view ot the fact that the quality of the paper 
of the one rupee note is very bad. Government propose to move the 
Government of India to improve the quality of the paper so that the 
poor people may not suffer? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question, too, does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that because of the bad quality of the one rupee note the 
durability of this note will not he long and as such will the Govern- 
ment recommend to the Central Government to change the quality of 
the paper P I am afraid, Sir, the paper of which the note has been 
printed won’t last even for a month. 

Mr. iPEAKER: That question does not aris«. 

’ Th. Han'bl. Mr. H. t. tUHRAWARDY: It appears to me tl^af 

the honourable member wants to hoard silver himself! 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Appointments in various sections of the Bengal Government Press 
according to the ocvnmunal ratio order. 

51. Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: (//) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department lx- pleased to state whether members 
of different communities are appointed in the different sections of the 
Bengal Government Press according to the communal ratio fixed by 
Bengal Government recently? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — ' 

(/) the number of — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, 

(d) Scheduled Castes, and 
(4) members of other minorities 
appointed in the — 

( 1 ) reading, 

(2) coiii]>o«ing, 

(d) distributing, 

(4) mono-casting, 

(5) mono-ojierating, 

(tP liuo-ojwruting, 

(7) binding, 

(8) machine, 

(9) clerical, and 

(10) other sections 

of the Bengal Government Press since the introduction of 
the communal ratio; and 

(it) the number of — 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Muslima, and 

(3) other caste* 
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at present working in the— 

(1) binding, and 

(2) machine, 

department of the Bengal Government Press? 

If the appointments are not made according to the proportion 
fixed by the communal ratio, will the Hon’ hie Ministei be pleased to 
state what method is now followed by the Government at the time of 
appointing employees from among the different communities in differ**! 
sections of the Bengal Government Press? 

•MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tha 
Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy) : Yes. 

A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(c) Does, not arise. 


River Karnafuli and Chittagong Port authorities. 

52. Matdana MD. MANIRUIZAMAN I8LAMABADI 5 (a) Is th© 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Depart- 
ment aware — 

(t) that nearahout the mouth of the river Karnafuli in the district 
of Chittagong ut tempi to regulate the current of the river 
water is being made by the Port authorities ; 

(ii) that they have raised stone embankment making the passage 
of water narrower; and 

(itt) that this obstruction of free outlet of water has been the cause 
* of inundation? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (in) is in the affirmative, will the Double 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, he jflropose# to take in 
the matter? 

Tha Hon'bio Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of CoaaMbanrs 

(a) (i) and (it) I am informed that the Port Commissionere are carrying 
out river training work at the mouth of the Karnafuli near GuptakhaK 
to ensure that there will be a navigable channel at high tide at all 
seasons* of the year. 

(fit) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 
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Appointments in the Ahsanullah School of Engineering, Dacca. 

53. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of 1 lie Education Department be pleased to state whether any 
recruitment was recently made in the office of the Ahsanullah School 
of Engineering, Dacca ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the community to which the appointed candidate Indongs ; and 

(//) the qualifications of the appointed candidate? 

(r) Is there any Scheduled Caste clerk in the office or in the teaching 
staff of the said school? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state the reason for not appointing u Scheduled (Mste 
candidate in the vacant post? , 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) Yes. Three appointments of 
clerks were made in 19d9. 

(b) (i) Two belong to the Muslim community and the other to the 
Hindu community (Caste Hindu). 

(ti) All of them are graduates with previous office experience. 

(e) No. 

(d) The one candidate was not considered satisfactory. I am 
however looking into the matter further. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state for what deficiency or reasons t he candidate was considered 
unsatisfactory ? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the Selection Board 
did not consider him satisfactory. I cannot say anything further. 

Communal ratio of darks in Forest Offloss at Darjeeling. . 

54. Mr. DAMBER SINGH CURUNC: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to lav on the 
table a statement showing the present number of — 

(») Hillmen, 

(it) Bengali Hindu, 

(ni) Muslim, 
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( iv ) Bihari, and 
( v ) Scheduled Caste 

clerks both in the lower and higher grades in the oftice of the — 

• (1) Conservator of Foie*U, and 

* (2) the Divisional Forest (Hikers, 

in the district of Darjeeling:' 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): A statement 

furnishing the information is laid on the table. 
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**Hl PREMHARl BARM A: Will'the Hon’ble Minister* please 
say why no Scheduled Caste candidates have been appointed in the 
Forest Department? 

Th« Hon’bla Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: lVol.al.lv there 
Was no candidate available. 


BchwAnad Caste contractors in Dacca and Mymonsingh Divisions. 

56o Mr. DHANANJOY ROY S (</) Mill the Double Minister in 
charge of the Communications and Works Department he pleaded to 

state — 

(/) the present number of enlisted contractors of the Communica- 
tions and Works Department under the Dacca and 
Mymensingh Divisions ; 

• 

(#/> how many of them are— 

( 1 ) ( ’aste Hindus, 

{2) Muslims, and 
(3 > Scheduled Castes; 

(iii) the present number of Scheduled Caste contractors in the 
classified list of contractors; and 

(?r) whether there is any quota or percentage for the Scheduled 
Caste contractors? 

(b) If the answer to (a) {tv) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'hle 
Minister be pleased to state whether that quota has been filled up? 

(c) If the quota has not yet been reached, will the Hon’lde Minister 
be pleased to state what steps, if any. have been taken for enlistment 
of Schedujed Caste contractors? 

(d) If no steps have been taken, will the Ilon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

The Hoft’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NAMDY, of Cotaimbazar: 

(a) On the assumption that the honourable member is thinking of the 
Communications and Buildings Branch of the Department, the answers 
are as follows : — 

# (i) 84. 

(»Y) aAd (t«) Muslims 23 and others 61. 

I am endeavouring to ascertain how many of these others belong to 
the Scheduled Castes and will pass the information to the honourable 
member in due course. 
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(iv ) f No, but there are staging instructions that emkeavoura should 
be made to enliat suitable contractors of any community which is not 
well represented. 

(h) to ( d ) Do not arise. 

Communal ratio of examiners of accounts in the office of Registrar, 
Joint Stock Companies, Bengal. 

% 

•S3. Alhadj GYA8UDDIN AHMED CHOUDHURY: Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department • 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement shewing for the office of the 
Registrar, Joint Stock Companies, Bengal — 

(a) the names and the present number of examiners of accounts; 

(b) the number of them that are — 

(1) Hindus, . 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes; and 

(c) the duties they have to perfoim? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : A statement is laid on 
the table. 

Statement referred to in reply to starred question No . 93. 

(«) Two, Bahu Sasadhar Mukherji and Babu Chandra Kanta Paul. 

(b) (1) Hindus — Two. 

(2) Muslims — Nil. 

(3) Scheduled tastes — Nil. 

( c ) They have to examiue the Balance Sheets, Profit and Loss 
Accounts and other statements of accounts which are required to be 
filed under the Indian Companies Act. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Co-operative Societies Bill, 1838. 

Clause 126. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, clause 126 should be omitted. 
This clause states that no suit, prosecution or legal proceedings 
whatever shall lie against the Registrar or any person subordinate to 
him or acting on his authority or against a trustee in respect of anything 
yi good faith done or intended to be done under this Act. 
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Sir, we ha^e Ward of the Kin*: being above the law and Aat the 
King cannot do any wrong. We have also heard that Caesar’s wife it 
above suspicion. But in the ease of the Registrar of Co-operative 
Societies, Bengal, he is both Caesar’s wife as well as the King in hit 
department. (“Hear! hear!” from the Congress Benches.) 

Sir, there is a provision in the Government of India Act itself pro- 
viding a sort of indemnity for Government officials when they do any 
act m their official eapaeitv as such in good faith, and vet such 
is the suspicion of the Department of Co-operative Societies under the 
charge of the able Minister, the Dou ble Mr. Mullick, that he cannot 
rely upon the protection provided in the Government of India Act and 
he wants to go further to remind and bring it home to everybody that 
the Registrar is above suspicion. His men arc above suspicion and no 
suih or proceedings can lie against them. I cannot understand why 
there is this anxiety. It bus been definitely demonstrated on the floor 
of this House during many a question and many a debate how the 
officers of the Co-operative Department, including the Registrar, have 
mismanaged the affairs of the department and how as a result of their 
acts of omission as well as commission disastrous results have followed. 
It has also been suggested, directly suggested and indirectly insinuated, 
that on many occasions the Registrar’s conduct has not been what it 
ought to have been. My friend Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee had produced 
evidence to show, documentary evidence to show, how sums of money 
belonging to one society were transferred to another society of which' 
the Douse Physician and a friend of the Registrar happened 
to be the Secretary to enable the Registrar to get muiic iicrom- 
modation for building a house in Calcutta. It was also shown bow 
the Registrar's relations- — 1 would not name them, intimate relations — 
brother-in-law and the like relations 


Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: May I rise on a point of order. 
Sir! 1 ' Is it permissible for any member to make such vague allegations 
against the conduct of aq officer? 

Or. NALINAK8HA SAKYAL: The Government Whip need not 
be so anxious to protect 

Mr. SPEAKER; So long as it is relevant I cannot help. 


Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Vague allegations, Sir. I*ei him- 
ipake definite allegations. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: We have on many occaiiour 
demanded an enquiry. If you have the courage to have an enquiry 
instituted, do it. It is no use rising on a point of order, Mr. Sbaha- 
buddin, to protect the Begiftrar. If you cannot do ao, pleaoe ktep* 
quiet. 
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'SPEAKER: It is no 'use also your addressing Mr. Shaha- 
buddin by name. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: This clause, Sir, which we are 
uow dealing with, specifically seeks to indemnify the Registrar and 
his men, and it is therefore extremely pertinent that we should examine 
what has been so far our past experience in regard to the conduct of 
these officers now sought to be indemnified. Sir, I have no personal 
animosity towards the person holding that eminent office. T have 
nothing to do with him. All that I want the House is to examine this 
provision carefully with a view to place the .entire co-operative move- 
ment above suspicion. If there was nothing to be afraid of, there 
should not have been any necessity of an indemnifying clause. The 
Registrar, like all other honest men, might come forward and say, 
“Well, 1 am standing in the full glare of light of day; I am prepared 
to submit to any enquiry, and 1 do not require any special legal pro- 
tection;” let him depend upon that kind of open, frank, strafght- 
forward light, and not try to seek protection behind the majority of a 
majority party in this House. If the majority party would extend 
their protettiou to this Registrar who hud been found, when he was 
under the command of another previous Minister, to have allowed 
numerous officers, — and it was discovered uot by any individual but 
by a Tribunal — a host of officers, to be engaged in an electioneering 
campaign 

Mr. SPEAKER: That has nothing to do with the clause under 
discussion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: They are indemnified, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is only action done under this Act that t«n be 
discussed. To send an officer on election work is not an act under 
this Act. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SAN Y AC: When an officer goes to a rural 
area under the garb of doing an act under the Act and undertakes work 
not contemplated as |>art of his duty 

Mr. SPEAKER: Supposing the Registrar sends a certain officer 
iu the garb of doing an act under the Act to do election work, this 
section does not protect him. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL* Provided you can prove to that 
extent. 

Sir, If the Registrar and his department cannot depend upon the 
usual protection for all Government officials, there should be no protect 
tiou for them at all. I submit that this clause is just in line with 
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otto mi8chiev%ua clauses in this Bill, Vhereby attempts have ton 
midis to create in the Registrar a Mussolini, a Hitler, whereby attempts 
have been made to vest him with powers that could under no stretch 
of imagination be justified. And having vested him with such powers 
it was probably felt that such powers must necessarily be abused, and 
therefore special protection must be provided. So, I feel that th» 
section practically gives the crux of the whole Bill that in this Bill 
an attempt is made to create one officer virtually the Dictator of the 
entire Cb-operative Department, who cannot be brought to book if he 
does anything wrong, or intends to do anything wrong in the course of 
his official work. I would not like to repeat the numerous chargee 
levelled against the department und particularly against the Registrar 
all these years. We have charged the Registrar with negligence of 
duty, with active compliance in such acts that have resulted in lossei 
to societies; we have charged him with nepotism, with fostering 
corruption, with encouraging such acts as would not merit promotions,— 
because he bestows favours on people on grounds other than merit. 
And on the face of these, in spite of all these charges, in spite of the 
numerous complaints made in the House and outside, in Press and on 
platforms, if Government come forward with a section seekiug to 
indemnify such an officer for all time to come, not only him but hit 
subordinates also, what should people think of the Co-operative Depart* 
meut? I say with all the emphasis that 1 can command, let us not 
forget the influence that our decision here may have on the credit of 
the entire movement in the country. Let us by all means try to re- 
establish that valuable credit of the co-operative movement without 
which this healthy movement cannot possibly progress, or cannot 
possibly maintain itself. If we are conscious of the necessity of creat- 
ing reputation for the department, for anything that we hold sacred, 
I ask the House to keep out this baneful clause from this chapter. It 
will not in any way bring ruin to t lie officers. Nobody will bring 
frivolous charges against them. If they are not proved, the officers 
will not removed. But' if there are real grievances, real cases of 
injustice, nepotism aud corruption, why should it not be possible for 
the public to demand necessary action? 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
126, lines 2 and 3, for the words “the Registrar or any person subordi- 
nate tif him or acting on his authority or against a trustee" the words 
y kny person” be substituted. 

The clause as amended will read thus: — 

“No suit, prosecution or legal proceedings whatever shall lie 
against any person in respect of anything in good faith 
done or intended to be done under this Act.” 


S 
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X wish, Sir, I could insert a clause in the Bill whiA would go to 
the length of indemnifying the movement against the Registrar, 
because it has been brought to my knowledge that hie want of fore- 
sight, hie want of imagination and above all, his incapacity to utilise 
the cash credit of Rh. 30 lakhs, which was granted to the Bengal 
Provincial Co-operative Bank under Government guarantee by the 
Imperial Bank of India, just on the eve of the departure of his prede- 
cessor in office have brought the movement on the verge of collapse; 
had he been able to make use of that sum at the right moment, the 
co-operative movement would not have come to such a pass. A stitch 
in time, says the old proverb, saves nine. Ilad he been careful 
enough, vigilant enough, had he been the right man at the right place, 
he could certainly have utilised it and thus protected the movement from 
the ruin that has been brought to it mainly, if not solely, by hif in- 
action and inefficiency, nepotism and corruption. I would only ask the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge to enquire if mv information is correct, 
and if that is so, let him say in this House openly that the Registrar 
has failed in his duty to utilize that large sum and save tlfe Government 
in future from the importunate, unreasonable and untimely demands of 
the department on t he provincial exchequer presumably with a view 
to evade criticism of the House at the time of discussion on demands 
for grants. Sir, the whole Bill bristles with clauses empowering the 
Registrar to deal with (lie properties of the societies in any way he 
likes and there is the clause ‘-^8 in accordance with which all properties 
of the society shall vest in the Registrar under certain circumstances, 
but nowhere in the Bill is to be found provision for any sort of liability 
attaching to the Registrar for damage or loss suffered by the society 
as a consequence of the acts done by him; on the contrary, we find 
a deliberate attempt by this clause of the Government to extend 
indemnity to the Registrar and to his creatures alone created under the 
Bill and not to anybody else. Such a shamelessly one-sided provision 
could have been conceived only by the perverse Minister in charge of 
the Bill, and my amendment only seeks to cure this clause of its 
pernicious onesidedness. Sir, I may remind the House iu this con- 
nection that the Madras Committee on co-operation has made the 
auditor liable for loss or damage caused to a society through his gross 
negligence, wilful default or breach of trust. 

After what has been said so ably by my friend Dr. Sanyal, I cjo 
not like to say anything, because that would be like painting the lily^ 
My suggestion is simply this, that the benefit of this clause should be 
exreuded to any person who does anything in respect of this Aot in 
good faith done or intended to be done. I do not think that there 
will be any objection to the Hon'ble Minister accepting this amend- 
ment of mine. 
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Mr. SURtNDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I had no 
intention to take part in the discussion of this Bill because I am some- 
what physically incapable, but when it came to clause 126 I thought 
that it would be a dereliction of my duty as perhaps the oldest co- 
operator in this Hall to sit mum and not to say anything against this 
clause pari passu the Bill. 


• 

Sir,* it took my breath away when at Mime stage during the dis- 
cussion of this Rill there was a frantic attempt by the department to 
secure entire immunity from the law court for all complaints of private 
parties. But, Sir, 1 am not going to repeat the arguments of my 
friend Dr. Naliuaksha Sanyal and bring out a charge .sheet against the 
present Registrar because that is not very relevant to this clause. 
It may serve as a beacon light to future action und future amendment 
of the law, but 1 would request the Hobble Minister in charge of this 
Bill o look at the whole thing from a psychological point of view. 
You are arming the Registrar with all possible power; you are placing 
him on a very high pedestal. Intoxicated with power do you think 
that any future Registrar will be immune from frailty, weakness, 
dereliction of duty --might be unknowingly, unconsciously or it might 
be even in good faith --but then when you are pruct iculh bunding 
over the working of (lie whole department to the unfastened hands 
of the Registrar whn will hitherto W the Dictator as has often been 
repeated in thin House and repeated by very eminent persons who have 
criticised this Bill, would it not be fair und just in tin* interest of 
co-operators ami non-official members of co-operative societies that 
some check should lie put on the Registrar and his subordinates ? l 
could have gone to the length of agreeing to the immunity of the 
Registrar, but why is it that a person subordinate to the Registrar, 
whoever he might be, should enjoy this immunity ? Is it not a fact — 
I put it directly to the Rou ble Minister and for the matter of that to 
those gentlemen sitting liehind him — that here have been numerous 
cases of subordinate departmental officers who have been guilty of 
gross negligence of duty, deliberate misappropriation and offences like 
that? But, Sir, I am perhaps crying in the wilderness, because I 
know that whatever we may say from this side of the House will carry 
no weight with the Minister or his conscience-keepers. But I would 
appeal- to my friends on the other side about one fact, vi*., that this 
is being enacted with the sole object as the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons states that there has been something rotten in the affair* 
of the Co-operative Department for which a drastic measure is neces- 
sary. If it 5a so. was it not proper for them to bring in a temporary 
measure instead of a permanent one and placing this Act on a perma- 
nent footing and thus giving a long rope to the Registrar and th« # 
departmental officers? 
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Sir, was it not possible, I siy, that safeguards againat any aetion 
proposed to be taken by any person against the Registrar or his sub- 
ordinates could have been provided for by making a very salutary provi- 
sion in the Bill that no complaint whatever will lie against the 
Registrar or his subordinates without the previous sanction of Govern-* 
meat? It is not uncommon that we find some such provision in other 
Acts. At least that would have been a sword of Damocles over the 
head of the department, and they would not have been given wthe 
longest rope and unbridled freedom to act however they liked. But 
that is not to be. By this clause complete immunity from all com- 
plaints — whether it has got any genuineness, reasonableness or truth 
behind it— has been given to the Registrar and his department. If 
there were some such provision in the Bill, I say, having known about 
the working of the department for a long time, it would have created 
some confidence in the minds of those non-official gentlemen who are 
really the life and soul of this movement. As regards them provisions 
have been very strict, very' stringent, no stone left unturned to fteep 
them in their proper place, and as regards the people te whom you 
are giving a statutory right and a wide right, you are 
making them immune from all complaints, from all punish- 
ments. That is not really the spirit of true co-operation. Of 
course, in this Bill it were better that the word “co-operation” had 
not been mentioned, because the spirit of co-operation has been killed 
in the Bill. It will be more or less a departmental bank which will be 
worked by the Registrar and his subordinates. We tried from the 
very inception to improve the Bill, because we know that having 
destroyed all rural credit by various legislations there was only one 
possible way by which we could restore and regenerate rural credit — 
and it was the co-operative movement. We were ardent supporters 
of this movement; we were not cantankerous; we were not unreasonable 
critics of this Bill. We know' that it is a potential Bill. We know 
that many countries in the West have improved by it, but what are we 
going to have by this BillF ^ 

Sir, a long speech is unnecessary, because T know that I shall not 
be able to change the mind of the Hon’ble Minister. I am reminded 
of a well-known passage where Pope in his Dunciad spoke of Shadwell 
that he never deviates into sense. So l know that there is no chance of 
getting a sensible response from the Hon’ble Minister. What we find 
is — to quote the well-known lines of Byron — the sea looks at Marathon 
and Marathon looks at the sea — and here also the Hon’ble Miniate*'* 
looks at the Secretary and the Registrar, and the Secretary and the 
Registrar look at the Hon’ble Minister, and that is how the rest of the 
Bill will be like. 

The Hon’bte Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, after 
what my honourable friend Mr. Surendra Mohan Maitra has said, 
pelbaps there is very little for me to add. I oppose these amendment*. 
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Sir, I am not going to reply to tbe venom that has been fought to 
be poured on the floor of this House from day to day bv the two honour- 
able friends of mine who have taken very great pains to table such a 
•large number of amendments. The question that is before us is 
‘whether the House will he justified in deleting this clause 126 which 
seeks to give some immunity (Rai Hahkniuu Nath CiiArmirRi : Some 
immunity .) to the Registrar and other officers of the department while 
the^* will he acting in good faith under this Act. What to talk of the 
Registrar? I would remind the House that no officers of Government 
if they do something, which is criminal, are immune from the operation* 
of the criminal law of the land. \\ p have known of rasps even of 
Judges who are not free from the clutches of the criminal law when 
they have broken the same. The question is very simple and that is 
this, that when one officer seeks to do something in good faith under 
a particular law and if he makes a mistake, whether he should be 
subjected to an\ unnecessary harrassment. It is from that point 
of view that the clause has been put in this Hill. My honourable 
friend. Dr. Sanjal, sa^s that when there is this provision in the Gov- 
ernment of India Act, win do >ou add another in this particular Hill. 
Well f if there is one in existence in that Act that has brought this 
House into existence, I do not set* what objection can there be if we 
have another of that nature put in this Hill (Dr. Naunaksha Sanyaj.: 
More drastic!) just to save the officers of the department from un- 
necessary harrassment. Hut even then, if they make an intentional 
mistake, they will not he free or immune for their conduct, and, in 
that case, they will certainly be brought before Government for enquiry. 

I can assure my honourable friends who have spoken about this clause 
that there have been enquiries made with very drastic results against 
some of the officers of the department. Notv, Sir, we are not free — 

I maintain — we are not free from public criticism. The legislature 
is there and honourable members of the Legislature can certainly 
ask the Minister pertinent and relevant questions about the conduct 
of office* in the discharge of their duties. Therefore, Sir. there is 
hardly any justification for nourishing an apprehension of this nature. 
Now, while my frfend, Dr. Sanya! t suggests that there should not be 
any immunity given, my friend Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee says that if 
the officers of the department should have this immunity, any person 
who juay be connected with tbe co-operative movement should also have 
# the same immunity. (Dr. Nali*aksha Sasyal : What is sauce for the 
gander is not sauce for the goose!) Sir, I ask respectfully whether 
or not there is a distinction between an officer for Government and one 
who is not* so. For a person who is not a Government officer has 
practically nothing at stake and Government have no direct control 
over him. But so far as officers of Government are concerned, they 
are completely under the control of Government and their services a ad 
their whole future are at stake if they commit an intentional mistake. 
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Sir, I would not like to take any more time of the House in my 
reply, but I can tell my honourable friend Dr. Sanyal that allegation 
are not proof— much less allegation can lead to any judgment! 
Therefore, Sir, when he says that the credit of the co-operative move- 
ment has got to be maintained and well established, I am entirely 
ut one with him and it is from that point of view that we have brought 
forward this Bill before this House for its consideration so that rith 
all the rights and responsibilities we expect to have, the department 
and the movement may be put on a very sound footing. With these 
few words, Sir, I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKERS There is just one point I would like to mention, 
Mr. Mullick. You have used the word “trustee” in clause 126 acnd 
“trustee” as defined in clause 2(q) means the person appointed to He 
a trustee under sub-section (1) of section -id. But there is no mention 
of the word “trustee” in section 33 and section 33(7) does not i4*fer 
to the appointment of “trustee” in any way. • 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY BULLICK: 1 think, we 
have thought of trustees in cases of debenture schemes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In section 33, you will find that there is no 
mention whatsoever that you have got the right to appoint a trustee. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Yes, Sir, that is so, and it has 
escaped our notice. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir. 1 may 
refer you to clause 88 A which deals with the appointment of trustees. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y es, that is so, but it is not in section 88. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK:*Sir. this 
particular matter has been included in the new clause 33A, and, I am 
very sorry, it escaped our uotice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: And this in spite of the fact that 
you have been cogitating over this Bill for two years and a half! 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: But it 

escaped your uotice too! 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: But we have no expert advisers! 

C Mr. SPEAKER: Now, I will put amendment No. 145. 
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The motion of Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee that in clauae 126, line# 
2 and 3, for the words “the Registrar or any person subordinate to him 
or acting on his authority or against a trustee” the words “any person” 
be substituted was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 

AYCI — S3. 


ASM WaM, MaaM. 

am ran, Mr. ms. 

AM Kku, Mr. tyaS. 

Baasrfi, Mr. f. 

•aaarjt, Mr. latya Arty a. 
•aaarjaa, Mr. tlbaatb. 

Baaarjaa, Or. IhmI ObaaSra. 
taraia, BiH Prcaibarl. 

■ana fa, taka Sbyaaa P r iia l 
Sanaa*, Baba VMn Rati. 
Baaa Mr. taaiack Kaaiar. 
BbawMk, Dr. JMMaSa ObaaSra. 
BbaaMlika Lakakail Narayaa. 
BJavaa, Mr. laraaSra Batb. 
Obakra baity. Mr. Main Natb. 
Ob att a p asyay, Mr. HartpaSa. 
OhaaSbart, Rai NaraaSra Natb. 
Baa, Mr. MaaaMbaa. 

Dai Napta, Baba KbaftaSra Natb. 
Daa Napta, Srljat NaraaSra Natb. 
Datta, Mr. DMraaSra Natb. 

Dalai, Mr. NaraaSra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. lahaattf. 

Datta Napta, Mitt Mira. 

Cadatal Nat*«, Rail. 

Naafaty, Mr. Pratal ObaaSra. 


Naaaa All ObtvSbtry, Mr. ByaS. 

J at ataSMa Matbtny, Mr. I yap. 

Sale a, Mr. I. D. 

4aaab All MajaatSar, MaaM. 

Kbaa, Mr. DabaaSra Lall. 

Kaatfa, Mr. NlabHba Natb. 

Maltl, Mr. Nlkaaia Babarl. 

Maltra, Mr. taraatra Mabaa. 

Majt, Mr. ASaalta Kaaiar. 

Majaadar, Mr*. Mtaiaprava. 
Maalratxaaiaa INaaiabatft, Maataaa MS. 
Map bat Naaala, Mr. 

Makbarjaa, Mr. Tarabaatb, M. B. I. 
Makbtrjl, Dr. Bharat ObaaSra. 

MaMak, Brtjat Atbataab. 

Naabar, Mr. Naat ObaaSra. 
fraataalb. Mr. Tarialabaraa. 

RaailtaSSIa AhataS, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Sbara ObaaSra. 

Ray. Mr. Klabart Natl, 
taayat, Dr. Natlaababa. 

IbabaSaJI, Mr. 

IbaauaSSia AbaiaS, Mr. M. 
tar, Mr. NaraaSra Kaaiar. 

W altar Rabaiaa, MaaM. 

Zaataa, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOE8-M. 


AbSal Adz, Maataaa MS. 

AbSal MaNt, Mr. Mia. 

AbSal Haklai, MaaM. 

AbSal Nakiai Vlknaapad, MaaM MS. 

AbSal Na«M, Mr. A. M. 

AbSal Sabbar, MaaM. 

AbSal Kadai, Mr. 

AbSM UNI bit* at. MaaM. 

AbSal Maps, Mr. tyai. 

AbSal Wabab Kbaa, Mr. 

Ab Sa r Rabaua, Kbaa Baba S ar A. f . M. 

AbSar RaMiaaS, MaaM MS. 

AbSar Raaf, Kbaa labM MaaM I. 

AbSar Ranah, MaaM. 

JUMW M|plNWlf HhMrtvl M4 
AtlS a r Rasa Sb a aSba ry, Kbaa BabaSa r MaalH. 
•Rial Naaala AluaaS, Mr. 

Abal <a — aa , Ma a M . 



Bltvat, Mr. RaNb Lai. 

C b lpp aasrt a, Mr. 4. W. 

Dat, Rai labia Kirtt Bbaaaa. 

CSbtr, Mr. UpsaSraaatb. 
farbat Baaa Kbaaaai, bafaw. 
facial Mas, tba Haa*hta Mr. A. K. 
radaf Qaas Ir, Kbaa BabaSar MaaM. 
radar babiaaa, Mr. (Bacca). 
radar K ab a i a a , Mr. (Mya n aMa gb ). 

BaaM, Mr. S. A. 

BrtMMM, Mr. «. 

B y a caSSla AlatS p t caSbar y , AJbaSf. 
NSMM, KM Naa*bM Kami BabaSar R., at 
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wm.nt.t.*. 

MaMta AM, Mr. Mk. 

MaMaai AM MaBak, MaaM M. 

Niliiiai Altai* Kka> lAMw Maalvl tyak. 


Haktamak Mmh, Maafvl. 

MaMafc, tka Nn'M* Mr. Makaaka Salary. 
M a a ka r r — Naaaala, Ik* Naa*Ma Naval, Kkaa 


HaaUiavMl Naa»a, Mr. lyak. 

Nacamflak, Nr* all aka K. 

RnJwvkkia, tkt Ha»*Ma Kfcwaja Mr, KJ.IJ . 
Baikal, tka Hta’kia Mr. kraaaaaa Dak. 
NaJJkakkia TaraMar, Mawlvi. 


Nay, Mr. Ohaaaa|a) 
Nay, Mr. BaNra*. 


UlriNii Akmak, Hajl. 


•Mia, Mr. I. A. 
larfcar, Bala Makfcaaakaa. 
laaaaa, Mr. N. M. 
tarajal lalaai, Mr. 

IkalalakkJa, Mr. Kkvaja, C-S.l. 
MiankBi Akiaak, Kkaakkar, Mr. 
•War, Bafca utta Manta. 

•ttm, Nr.k. W.B. 
takr av aX y , tka Haa'kla Mr. M . I. 
Tafal Aka at Okaakkary, MaaM H*jf. 
Warkavartk, Mr. W. 0. 

Yataf AH Okaakkary, Mr. 


The Ayes being 53 and the Noes 86, the motion was lost. 


Mr. SPEAKER* I will now put the main motion, namely, clause 
126 stand part of the Bill so that you might have u chance of negativ- 
ing it. 

The question that clause 126 stand part of the Bill was then put 
and a division taken with the following result: — 

AY Cl— t 0 . 


A Mai Alii. Maalaaa Mk. 

AMat Hakt, Mr. Mia. 

AMal Nakiai, Maalvl. 

AMal Hafclai vlkfamyarl, Maalvl Ml. 

AMal Naaiik. Mr. A. M. 

AMal kakkar, Maalvl. 

AMal Karlai. Mr. 

AMal Util Slavic, Maalvl. 

AMal MaJIk, Mr. ty*k. 

AMal Wakal Kkaa. Mr. 

AMar Nakaiaa. Kkaa Bakakar A. f. M. 

AMar Baikaak, Maalvl Mk. 

AMar Baal, Kkaa taMI Maalvl f . 

AMar Kamk. Maalvl. 

AMat tkakati, Maalvl Mk. 

AkMar Bata Okawkkary, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl. 
Aka! Maakla, Maalvl. 

AMI Maaala Aimak, Mr. 

Akat Qaaaaa, Maalvl. 

Akiaak All MrMka, Maalvl. 

Akauk Maaala, Mr. 

ANatakkia Akmak, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl. 

Aialr All Mia, Maalvl Mk. 

Aavaral Altai, Kkaa Bakakar Mk. 

Aakratatt, Mr. M. 

AaMk Narnia Kkaa, Kkaa Bak a kar Maalvl. 
Btawat, Mr. BaaM Ul. 

BM ataa kata, Mr. 4. Ml. 

Dta, Mr. Aaakal tfcaakra. 

Dai, tal lakil Kktt Bkaaaa. 

K«kar ( Mr. Daaakraaalk. 
ywkat Data Kkaaaia, kma, 

MX Mat, tka NafMa Mr. A. K. 

MX Qaakk, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl. 

Mar ta kmaa, Mr* CtaaaX* 


Failar Nakmaa, Mr. (Mymaaalaffc). 

•aaiit, Mr. |. a. 

•riMtkc, Mr. 0. 

Syatakkia Akmak Okaakkary, AlfcakJ. 

Naklkvliak, thv Han'fcla Navak Bakakar K., at 
Dacca. 

MaCutkkla Okaakkarl. Maalvl. 

NamMakkia Akiaak, Kkaa taklk. 

Haaaaatuman, Maalvl Mk. 

Naikaa Alt Kkaa, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl. 
Natamally kamakar, Kkaa taklk Maalvl. 

Nayvaak, Mr. Ba|art. 

Ikrl* Akmak Mia, Maalvl. 
kadmakkia Aimak. Kkaa lakak Maalvl. 

KaMrakMa Kkaa, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl. 

Kaaaaky, Mr. I. Q. 9 

Mftfalr*. Mr. 1. T. 

Maktakakkla Akawk, Kkaa Bakakar Maalvl. 
Maakat, Mr. Baaka BakarJ. 

Maakat, Hr. ka«at Ckaakra. 

Maalrakkia Akkaak, Maatvt. 

Mafcaamak Alt, Kkaa Bakakar. 

Makata All. Mr. Mk. 

Marita, Mr. B., B.U. 

HaMam, All MaUak, Maalvl M. 

M — aail Nat, Maalvl Mk. 

Makumak Atm, Kkaa SakaBar BmM tyak. 
Rakcaack llrakta. Maalvl. 

MaMak, ll» Kaa'Mr Mr. Makaata Bakary. 
Maakarrat Naaaala, tka Naa*M» Naarak, Kkaa 
Bakakar. 

Maatacaaaal Nafaa, Mr. lyak. 

Niiarilfc. NawakaaO L 

BaM aiaBMa. tka Maatti KBmtlt Mr, K4JJL 
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RsMuA Hw Mr. Pmiaaa M. 

Ri y, Mr. OlM»|iy. 

In, Mr. Nttm. 

IMwiM AIM, Mr. 
taifltfita AIM, Htji. 

MIM- Alii, Mr. lyil. 

Mr. •. A. 

taatatal, Al-Ha*j MmUm Dr. 
tartar, lata Mataatataa. 
taiwae, Mr. II. M. 
tarajarittiM, Mr. 

# 


t 

Ita litaSM a, Mr. ttifc, OJ. 
»» awAI> aim KIMkar, Mr. 
Urtar, tala Utta. Maatfa. 

01m, Mr. W. It 
taknwcrSy, tta MaaHa Mr. M. I. 
TaNI AIM ilaataary, Maata Ma|L 
W attar, Mr. W. A. M. 

WMtalM, Mr. R. B. 

Wartaaartl, Mr. W. 0. 

Tataf All Olaataary, Mr. 
talar AIM Qlaataafy, Maata. 


* 


NOE! — AS, 


AMal WaMS, Maata. 

Ala Haataia larkar, Malta. 

Alai rail, Mr. M*. 

Alaral Klaa, Mr. ly*. 

BaaaNl. Mr. r. 

Saaarjaa, Mr. Pramtla Natl. 
Baaarjl, Mr. Ictya Prtya. 

Baaarjaa, Mr^lttaatl. 

BaaarMa. Dr. taraal Olaaira. 
Baraia, Bala Praalari. 

Baaa, Mr. faataal Umar. 
Blawiaik, Dr. Bafelnia Okaalra. 
Blanaa, Mr. taratara Natl. 
Blatralarty, Mr. JatiMra Natl, 
•lattapalkyay, Mr. Mariya* a. 
Blaailari, RaJ M araatra Natl. 
Daa Bapta, Bala NkafwMra Natl, 
Datta, Mr. DMraatra Natl. 

Dalai, Mr. Haraatra Natl. 

Datta, Mr. lalaaiar. 

Katari Hafaa, Kaai. 

Qaagaly, Mr. Pratal OkaMra. 
Bayta, Mr.Jafaafc ChaMra. 

Naaaa All Olavtlary, Mr. lya*. 
JalalaMla Maalamy, Mr. lya*. 


talaa, Mr.I.D. 

taaaS AM MaJaaNar, Maata. 

Naaaa, Mr. NlaMtla Natl. 

Marti, Mr. Nttaa|a Balari. 

Martra, Mr. laraaara Malta. 

MaA, Mr. A#«aHa Naaiar. 

Majaattar, Mrs. Naaaprm. 

Hal, Mr. liaar Ckatara. 

Maartasiaaiaa Iriaaialatl, Maalaaa Mi, 
Maalal Mat ala. Mr. 

MikfcarJI, Dr. liar at Okaatra. 

MiNtofc, Irifat Aalataal. 

Natfcar, Mr. Htai Ckaatra. 

Praaiaalk, Mr. Tariafckaraa. 

NaaattaMift Alma*. Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Clara Okartra. 
laayal, Dr. Ntfiaakala. 
taa Bayta, Mr». NaWa. 
tlaftatatt, Mr. 
llaaMMia Aha at, Mr. M. 

Ilala, »ri|at Maaiaira Blaaaa. 
far, Mr. Maratara Naaiar. 

W altar Raima*. Maata. 

Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


The Ayes being 90 and the Noes 49 the motion was carried. 


Clause 134. 

Mr. SPEAKERS Mr. Banerjee, which of the amendments under 
this clause would you like to move? I Buggest that you move for the 
present amendments Nos. 149, 151, 162 and 164 for they deal with the 
same thing and may be moved together. 

Mr. SATYPRIYA BANERJEE: But No. 152 is not the same thing. 

* Dr. NALINAKSHA BAHYAL: It is not quite the same, Sir. 
There are three stages contemplated. No. 152 is the most exclusive, 
whereby it is intended that approval of the Legislature should be 
obtained; then, Sir, if that is not found acceptable by the majority 
party, the second alternative suggested by Mr. Banerjee is approval 
by a Joint Committee of both Houses. Even that failing, then oomty 
No. 164 . namely, mere placing it on the table. * 
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Mr* SPEAKERS That is all right. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: So, Sir, there are three distinct 
stages and therefore they cannot be covered in one speech; at least, 
the amendments should be put separately; they cannot be covered in 
one voting. 

Mr. SPEAKERS No, no, they must be voted upon separately, but 
I am quite sure that Mr. Banerjee will be able to cover all these 
amendments in one speech. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move— 

that in clause 134 (7), line 3, after the word “publication” the 
following words be inserted, namely: — 

“and with the approval of a joint committee consisting of 
members of all parties and groups in bofh the Houses 
of the Legislature”; 

that in clause 134 (/), in line 3, after the word “publication” the 
words “and with the approval of the Legislature” be 
inserted ; 

that in clause 134 (7), line 4, for the words “to carry out the 
purposes of this Act” the words “for the purpose of carrying 
out the provisions of this Act” be substituted; and, 

that after clause 134 (£), the following new sub-clause be added, 
namely : — 

“(6*) All rules made under this section shall be laid on the 
table of both the Houses of the Legislature." 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, now we have come to the last stage of the Bill, 
that is to say, the last clause which deals with what is known in con- 
stitutional phraseology as delegated legislation, or more aptly in the 
language of Lord Chief Justice Hewart, “new despotism.” There has 
been always a tug-of-w^r between the people and the Government, 
and there has been always at every stage of constitutional development 
suspicion of the people against the Government that if they are jgiven 
certain powers they will use them arbitrarily and unconstitutionally tp^ 
the detriment of the valued or cherished rights of the people. In this 
complex civilisation ot the modem age I do not deny that it has been 
found necessary to give some powers to the Government so that a 
legislation that is passed by the Legislature may be given effect to. 
But that does not mean that by this, power is also given to Government 
to ^affect and create substantive rights without the approval of the 
Legislature. It is as a protection against the encroachment upon those 
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right# that tn# .Legislature has always provided for certain checks to 
and safeguards against the rule-making power of the Government. 
My amendments Nos. 151, 149 and 1G4 are all intended to provide for 
these checks and safeguards. One is the approval of the Legislature; 
the second is the approval Cf a committee consisting of members of all 
parties and groups in the Legislature; thirdly, placing the rules on the 
table both the Houses of the Legislature. These are all compromises 
between # the people and the Government so far as this rule-making 
•power is concerned. The great English constitutional lawyer, A. V. 
Dicey, in his famous book “Law of the Constitution” writes as follows: 
“The rule of law which forms the fundamental principle of the 
constitution excludes the existence of arbitrariness or prerogative or 
even # of wide discretionary authority on the part of the Government. “ 
But nowadays it has been the accepted principle that the Legislature 
should confine its efforts to the task of laying down general principles 
and to delegate to subordinate authorities the power of making rules 
and orders for the purpose of settling the details of the procedure 
necessary for giving effect to general principles. Mark these words, 
“settle the details of the procedure necessary for giving effect to the 
General principles.'’ I am quoting from Craies* Statute Law. Thereby 
it means to say that the rule-making powers are intended for settling 
the procedure for giving effect to the povisions of the statute. Hut 
that does not in any way empower the Government to affect the 
substantive rights of the people concerned. That living the case, even 
the Central Legislature has in one of their latest Acts, I mean the 
Indian Insurance Act of 19-18, laid down under section 114. dealing 
with the power of the Central Government to make rules, “provided 
that every rule made under this section shall he laid us soon as may 
he, after it is made before both the Chambers of the Central Legixla. 
ture for one month while they are in session, and if within one month 
from the date, on which the rule has m> been laid, both the Chamber* 
agree in making an\ modification in the rules, or both the Chum hers 
agree that the rule should not he made, the rule thereafter xhull have 
effect only in such modified form or shall he of no effect as the case 
may be." 

Even the Madras Government in its present Art have the provision 
:>f laying the rules on the table, and the Madras Committee on Co- 
iperation have improved on the existing state of things there. They 
recommend, "all such rules shall be laid on the table of both the 
Chambers of the Madras legislature. If the Madras legislative 
ksseftibly passes a resolution rescinding or modifying any such rule, 
luch rule shall stand cancelled or modified accordingly." It will 
not be out of place to mention in this connection that Regulations 
inder the Friendly Societies Act of England shall have to be laid • 
*fore both Houses of Parliament. * 
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I^tly, Sir, may I quote the opinion of the “Statesman,” which in 
its leading article of 28th May, 1939, laid down that the executive 
have been taking too much power under cover of rule-making power 
and recommended that such rules framed by Government should be 
subject to the approval of the Legislating I think in that view of 
the case, the members of the European group in the Assembly would 
at least so far as this matter is concerned vote With us and follow 
the direction recommended by their organ. • 

Sir, I do not know what the attitude of the Government will be. 
If the attitude of the Government is to oppose the Opposition in every 
matter, then the fate of my amendment is sealed, but that will not 
be the case, although I cannot count upon the reason and common- 
sense of the Hon’ble Minister in charge who has betrayed a lamentable 
lack of these qualities during the whole course of discussion of this 
Bill, if 1 can count upon the reasonable support of the members of 
the majority party in this House. If the majority party are Tilling’ 
or intent upon allowing the Government to encroach upon the 
rights of this Legislature, I shall certainly join issue with them. But 
I cannot persuade myself to believe that they will be a party to it. 
We are here not to restrict our rights, but we are here to protect and 
further our rights, and my amendments are simply to protect those 
rights, which are going to be infringed upon by the executive Govern- 
ment. In that view of the case, I think there is absolutely no justifica- 
tion for the Government to come before this House for the purpose of 
taking such unnecessary wide and dictatorial rule-making power as 
is provided in clause 134 which in fact should remain the close 
preserve of the Legislature. A Bill which has 134 clauses provides 
for making rules under not less than 90 heads. Is not that preposter- 
ous? Is not that scandalous P Is not that robbing the House of its 
most cherished and valuable right? And are we going to put up 
with this? I am sure my fellow-members of the Legislature will join 
with me at least in this matter of protecting the rights of this Legisla- 
ture. It will be said, perhaps, that you have those saving words, 
“after previous application.” What is that? That is practically 
nothing. That may be a very small check, but that is not what we' 
want. That will not protect the rights of the Legislature. What we 
want is to protect and further those rights and not allow those rights to 
be curbed, and I hope in this matter my friends in the Coalitioq Party 
will support me. , 


Dr. NALINAWHA SANYAL: Sir, I would only add a few 
words, 1 don’t like to take up the time of the House in moving xny 
amendment. I support the amendment No. 151 of Mr. Satyapriya 
« Banerjee, I have already indicated that my friend Mr. Banerjen 
conceives of three alternatives. 
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Ml, SPEAKER: Are you moving % y° ur amendment No? 163, 
which is substantially the same? 

• NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is substantially the same, hut 
these two can be taken independently. 

*v 

ilr. SPEAKER: The whole point is this, whether in the matter 
•of m£kin£ rules, Government is to have independent power, or some- 
thing else should intervene — a joint committee or the Legislature. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Or new despotism! 

Hr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, are you moving your amendments 
If os. 150 and 163 ? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* Yes, Sir. I do move formally. 
Sir, I beg to luove that in clause 134 (J), iu line 1, after the words 
■“shall be” the following words be inserted, namely: — 

“laid on the table of each Rouse of the Provincial Legislature as 
soon as possible after they are prepared and the approval 
of the Legislature shall be sought for the same. The rules 
shall be subject to such modifications as the Provincial 
Legislature may make, and after they are finally made and 
approved shall be.” 

If my amendment is accepted, the last part of section 134 will read 
like this : — 

“All rules proposed to be made under this section shall he laid 
on the table of each House of the Provincial Legislature 
as soon as possible after they are prepared, and the approval 
of the Legislature shall be sought for the same. The rules 
shall be subject to such modifications as the Provincial 
Legislature may make and after they are finally made and 
approved shall be published in the Official Uaeette, and on 
publication shall have effect as if enacted in this Act.” 

I beg further to move that in clause 134 (/), in line 3, after the 
word •publication” the words “and approval of the Provincial Legis- 
lature” be inserted. 

8^, Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee is not quite so definite and so 
optimistic, fie has therefore held out three alternative proposals to 
the Hon'ble Minister in charge and the majority party. He has in 
the first place kept his claim high and demanded that the rules must 
have previous approval of the Legislature. Thereafter, failing tfapt* 
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lie proposes that at least the Ailes should approved ky a joint com- 
mittee of the two Houses of the Legislature, and thereafter even if 
that is unacceptable, he demands, and his demand is very moderate 
indeed, that they should be laid on the table of the two Houses of the 
Legislature. But, Sir, so far as I am concerned, I am not prepared 
to yield an inch of ground. We have fought on this Bill right from 
the very beginning, and even if I go down, I will go down fighting. 

m 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With all flags flying! 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: You will go down, where? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I will go down in battle with you. 

* 

I feel that it is no use holding out alternatives, because even the 
most modest claims would not he listened to with the respect that such 
claims deserve. Sir, my esteemed friend Mr. Banerjee lids already 
explained the dangers that democratic Governments are prone to, due 
to increasing attempts for delegated legislation. 1 appeal to the 
members of this House to be on guard in their own interest in regard 
to such delegated legislation and attempts to take/ away Irom the 
purview oi the Legislature important provisions and also attempts to 
leave such provisions to be made in the rules. This is a very important 
question of principle, and once this House is going to yield there is 
no knowing to what extent we may be dragged to surrender our rights 
and privileges— the rights and privileges of this House — to provide 
for the conduct of people in this province in regard to various matters 
in connection with which law’ is contemplated. We shall have before 
us very soon other pieces of legislation where also — you will pardon 
my referring to these Bills in anticipation — I fear there will be attempts 
to take away from the purview of the Legislature many important 
matters. It was only this morning that I was studying the particulars 
of another Bill where I fouml that a similar attempt is going to be 
made. 

Sir, I, would, through you, appeal to the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge not to cut his own throat. I would also ap|>eal to the members 
of the majority party. I would respectfully request them to pause 
and consider if they would he well advised to give up their own valued 
privilege of making the laws themselves* This House has at least the 
right to see what rules the Government are likely to make or are. 
trying to make and to attempt to improve upon such rules or to 
critically examine such rules when they are framed. I have, there- 
fore, suggested that all rules to be made under this Act should be sub- 
ject to the approval of the legislature, and I have towards the end 
proposed the procedure which should be followed in seeking such 
approval, , 
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Si)r» the Central Legislature, which ftondurta affairs of the Govern, 
ment of India, also realized this danger, and we have noticed that in 
most of the recent Bills passed there, in which powers were proposed 
to be given to the Government to frame rules, it has been provided for 
such rules being placed before the Legislature concerned for the 
approval of the Legislature or otherwise. It was as a result of such 
a healthy provision that we had not long ago the privilege of examining 
the lilies relating to the guidance of motor vehicles in this province. 
If such a provision was not made in that Central Motor Vehicles Art, 

, we would not have had any opportunity of examining wlmt Govern- 
ment was proposing to do. Apart from the questions arising out of the 
Co-operative Societies Bill, wider -bigger — issues ure involved in this 
connection, and I would like my friends opposite to realize the gravity 
of the situation and to at least provide that any rules that Government 
would make must be subject to the approval of the legislature. 
Surely, Sir, the heavens will not full if such provisions are made; on 
the tfontrary, it would la* |s>ssiblc for us to know and to examine 
critically in ^ht* light of our practical experience of the country-side 
how far such rules were going tu yield beneficial results. In this 
particular Act it will be noticed that in a big Bill covering CM sec- 
tions there are as many as 7 pages covering various items of rule- 
making powers. Some of them, of course, relate to forma) matters 
and might as well be left to the department without much hesitation, 
but there are others which are not quite so formal in charac ter. There 
are rules empoweiing officers of Government under certain circums- 
tances to dissolve managing committees and -to empower a person— 
an individual — under section 126 to manage the affairs under certain 
conditions that would be prescribed under the rules. The provision 
for dissolution of managing committees is bad enough; the power to 
appoint an outsider to manage the affuirs of a society is bad enough. 
But worse still is the power proposed to he given in the rules to delim? 
the conditions under which such persons should function. There is 
also a provision in section 12*IA to depute a servant of the Crown to 
manage the affairs of the society. There also it is provided that he 
will exercise such jiowcrs and perform such duties as may be pres- 
cribed. He will not only be appointed by Government but tfill also 
exercise powers that will have to be defined in future under the rules. 

Si£, I have been warned with the blue light (The Hon'ble 
Mr MmrNDA Behahy Milmck : To be followed by the red light.) 
which is a sign of hope. But here in this Legislature the blue light 
is followed by the red and that red is the blocking light to every- 
thing, and before that red light burns I shall live in hope and expect 
the Hon’bfe Minister in charge at least to accept one humble sugges- 
tion that the rules to be prescribed by Government should be approved 
by the Legislature. 
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With the** w<$d*, Sir, 1 Aommend my* amendment#*) the accept- 
moot of the House. 

Mr. OHIRKNDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will not 
take inorh time of the House for what could be said on this motion 
has already been said by the previous speakers. But I want to draw 
the attention of the Hon ’bit Minister to a recent legislation in .the 
Punjab — the Punjab Agricultural Produce Markets Act, 1939. # Sir, 
1 refer to the Punjab Act because the Punjab may have some influence 
over a large number of members of this House. In the recent legisla- 
tion of the Punjab — the Punjab Agricultural Produce Markets Act (V 
of 1939> — with regard to the rule-making power of the House, in 
section 27 of the Act, it has been said that such rules shall be laid 
on the table of the Legislative Assembly for one month previous to 
the next session thereof and shall be liable to be rescinded or modified 
by a motion of the said Assembly tabled at the next session. 

Sir, even in the year 1908, long before we could talk of* any 
Provincial Autonomy, we find that in section 122 of the Civil Procedure 
(’ode there was a rule-making power of the High Courts. The High 
Courts were invested with powers to make rules regulating their own 
procedure and procedure of the Civil Courts subordinate to their 
superintendence. But here if we look to clause 1*14, we will find that 
not with regard to the procedure only but even as regards the main, 
substantive power of rule-making has been given to Government. But 
even in the year 1908, after section 122 of the Civil Procedure Code, 
in section 123 of that Code we find that a committee to be called the 
Buies Committee shull be constituted consisting of the following 
persous: three Judges of the High Court, a Barrister practising in 
that Court, un Advocate, a Vakil or a Pleader enrolled in that Court 
and a Judge of the Civil Court subordinate to the High Court in the 
towns of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay, and an Attorney. You will 
find, Sir, that in the year 1908 when there was no talk of Provincial 
Autonomy a law was enacted by which the rule-making power was 
invested to the High Court with regard to procedure. There was a wise 
provision in the Act itself in section 123 by which a committee was 
constituted not only of the Judges of the High Court but of a Barrister, 
u Pleader and a Subordinate Judge and an Attorney. So, Sir, care 
was taken so that in making rules there may not be any mistakes. 
Here I do not find why this amendment should not be accepted by 
this House. Certainly this Government has got the majority hi the 
Legislature. So if the rules are laid on the table and approved of 
by the House they will have the advantage of the criticism of the 
members and mistakes may not occur. If this motion be ^accepted 
hy the Hon’hle Minister it is to his advantage and to the advantage 
of the department itaelf for whose benefit this law is said to have 
been enacted. We want — every one of us want — that this movement 
kh?u\d flourish and that there should not be any mistake in the working 
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of Hill Act. If the rule* arc laid on* the table and subjected to 
criticism of the members of the House, mistake# will not occur. Wo 
want there should not l»e any mistake in the rules and there should 
be a good working of the Act. So, if we look to the present tendency 
of the Punjab legislature which tan be copied by Bengal, we find 
that the rules should lie laid on the table and should lie approved of 
by the legislature, and when even in the year 1908 such an action 


coulff be taken, I think the liun’hle Minister should not find auy 
difficulty in accepting this motion. 


Tha N oitlila Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK* Sir, I do 
not think 1 should 1** justified to take a long time of the House in 
replying to the debute in connection with the amendments moved by 
my friends, Mr. Banerjeo and Dr Sunvul 

Sir. many tilings hair been said as to whv this should In* done or 
should not l'u done Sir, I can mil) assure the House that fnr from 
having unv d»**re*»|ie» t. I h.»v,* t !*♦* highest respect for the legislature 
(Dr. \ u.iMKslh Sv\l\i. Oli* oh' for whatever m\ friends opposite 
iitn\ sji\, we have g«u to uk<* the poli< v (tom the Legislature, otherwise 
we are subjected t « * cntoiMn: at the same time, we are also umiou* 
to receive rlo- -vciv Ih***( advue that the Legislature, as representative* 
of the people, ean give to the e\e< utive in the dis t harge of their duties. 
(Dr Nvi.invksuv Svnyvi You ate Itound to us you are servants of 
the Legislature!! 1 go further and say that we are servants of the 
puhlie t Dr. NvMNvhMtv Snmvi : 1 hope. \ou were.t Sir, the 

suggestion has been made that the rules to In- framed are to 1«* placed 
la* fore a joint committee ot the Legislature for their approval and, 
failing that, the suggestion i» made that they should la* laid on the 
table and should not be acted ujmn unless a vote ha* been taken 
approving of the same. Now, Sir, in that connection, many thing* 
have been said, namely, that in the rule-making power that Govern- 
ment »eek*to take under this clause, many substantive provision* have 
been made. Now*. Sir, there I join issue with my honourable friend* 
that whatever we seek to do through rules, there must la* dear provi- 
sion made in the l*«ly of the Act. The rule-making clause* seeking 
to make rule* must follow the main provision* of the Act whereby 
details of certain procedures have got to la* laid down. As wa« pointed 
out b f my friend, Dr. Sanya! . that in the two instance* that be ha* 
ctonen to give, namely, that when managing committee* are to In* 
dissolved and reconstituted under danse* 2f> or when a servant of the 
Crown is to be appointed under clause 2*IA, difficulties will arise. But, 
Sir, before* any action can be taken, there i* a further procedure to be 
followed and all the detail* of that procedure must be laid down to 
the rules. Therefore, Sir, no i|nesf»oo of trampling upon the rights* 
that the House has, does at all arise. * 
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Sow* wy friend, Mr. Hhirendra Nath Datta, travelled very far 
an/ went to the Punjab to tell the House that under section 27 of the 
Punjab Agricultural Produce Act, there is that provision whereby 
they »ay that the rules framed are to be laid on the table and cannot 
be acted upon unless a month has elapsed and a vote has been taken. 
1 would only say that one does not stand in comparison with the other. 
Unless one is sure ut the provision that has been made in that Acf, it 
is not possible for one to say whether there is anything that cafti be 
deduced from an observation of this nature. 

As regards the Civil Procedure Code, I may say that whatever the 
first body of Judges did or did not do, I am not perfectly sure; but 
we know' that now the Judges do change their own rules and they do 
not ask for the vote of any particular body. 

Sir, in thi^ connection, I would remind the House thut the rule* 
cannot be finally accepted unless they have been previously published 
and previous publication, if it means anything, means this, tliat what- 
ever suggestion — whatever reasonable suggestion — will he given by 
members of the public interested in this movement or by members of 
the Legislature will certainly be examined and if theie is anv thing 
that ought to be accepted, l do not see any reason why that should 
uot be done. Therefore, Sir, so fur us the third question of laying 
the rules on the table is coueeined, L do uot think theie ought to be 
any apprehension from that point ot view 1 be previous publication 
ought to set at rest any neivousness or anv appiehension that is still 
lingering in the minds ot mv honourable inends opposite. I do uot 
want to take any more time of the House. With these words 1 oppose 
all the amendments. 


Mr. SPEAKERS There is one motion winch wants the approval 
of the joint committee, that is No. 145J, ami (lie amendments Nos. 150, 
151 and Ret want the approval of the House. I will put 145) first. 


Dr. NALIHAK8HA IAMYAL: 1 submit that the seope of amend- 
ment# Nos. 150. 151 and 105 is the widest and they should be put 
first. 

The motion* of*— 

Hr. Nalinaksha Sauyal that in clause 154; L, in line 5, after the 
word ** publication" the words "and approval of the Brovin- 
oial legislature" be inserted; 

Mr. Satyapriva Banerjee that in clause l>54ti», in line 3, after the 
word "publication" the word* "and with the approval of 
the Legislature” be inserted ; and 
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l>r. Nalinnkaha Sanyaftlmt in claift* 134(41, iq line l, after the 
words “shall fo M the following words be inserted, namely:— 

“laid on the table of each House of the Provincitil legislature 
as soon as possible ufter they are prepared, and the 
approval of the legislature shall be sought for the 
same. The rules shall 1 h* subject to snob modifications 
an the Provincial legislature may make, and ufter 
the\ arc finally made and approved shall be‘\ 


were then put and a division taken with the following result: — 

Anm 


AMvlMtar Pataaa. Mr. Mi. 
AMat iraa, Baatat. 

AH HnuO lirtw, Baatat. 

Akal fast, bi.ba. 

Akan* Kkaa, a r. lyaA. 
A«tH<l« Afc»*i, at. 

Baatrji. Br.P. 

BaaarHa, Br. Fruinii Nats. 
Baaarii, Br. latya Prtya. 

Baaartaa, Br. Ittmt. 

•a*ar|aa, Or. larak CkiaAra. 
Baras. Baka Pnmkart. 

B traits. Bats Ikyama Prats*. 
Bata. Br. last*** Kumar, 
Bkawmtk, Dr. 8«KMi CksMra. 
•Hast, Bata laktkml Harayaa. 
Btaaaa, Br. ftaraaAra Natt. 

Bata. Br. karat Ckaa*ra. 

0 tat r start? , Mr. J at* Mr a Radi. 
Okaaatari, Rai HaraMra Natt. 
Oat ftspta. Bata Kka«ts*ra Ratk. 
Dada, Br. OtirsMrs Ratk. 

Ratal. Br . HsrsMra Ratk. 
I m tai a l Haaaa. Karl. 

Ha*f*ty. Br. Prttal CkaMra. 
BiataABs Akata*. Br. 

Rapt*. Br.*a«ssk tkiHri. 

BafU, Br.J.R. 

Naaaa AH C k awAka r y, Br. «y*A. 
AalataAAM Haakamy, Br. kyaA. 
Aatoa. Br. I. B. • 

Aaaa* AH Ba|amAar, Baatvt. 


Kkaa. Br. IR aat n UM. 

Had, Br.RHftka Balk. 

Ba*sirt. Br. t.T. 

Batti. Br. Rikaaja B atari, 

’ Battra. Br. karaaprt Bafta*. 

Bail. Br- AAaatta Kamar. 

BaJ aa a Har , Bn. Htmaprara. 

Bal, Br. Ia«ar CkaMra. 

Baa* at. Br.JaftaAra Hadr 
Basirauamaa liiaankaAt, Baataaa Bt. 
Bapkai Ratals, Br. 

BaikarM. Or. fkarat CkaMra. 

BaRMk, trtlat Aakataak. 

| R attar, Br. Ham etaMtt. 

I Raaakar AH, Br.tya*. 

| A rams ait, Br . Tartatakara*. 

RamtoaAAla ASms*. Br. 

Ray. Br. Ok an OkaaHra. 

Ray, Br. Kiras laakar. 

Bay. Br. Ktaftart PaO. 

| Ray, Br. Baamatka Ratk 

•a*yal, Or. RkHaakaka. 

! fas, Bats H**Mra Balk, 

j las Bapta, Bn, RaRH. 

I tkakaHaU, Br. 

kkaataaAAta At mat, Br. B. 

Iiaka. Irl|at BaMMra Bkaisa. 
tar. Br. HanraArt Kamar. 

Tkakar. Br. PraaMlka Ra^«*. 

W attar Rakmaa, Baatat. 

I Zamaa, Br.A.B.A. 


nou — it. 


AMat Aik, Baalaaa BH. 

AMR Mata, Br. Bia. 

AMat Hakim, Baatat. 

AftPal Hakim Klftr aa i pa rt, Ba a t at BA. 

AftBal BamlA, Br. A. a 
AMat Kart*. Br. 

AMat BaJM. Br, tyaA. 

AMar Jtaftana. Kkaa B a t a ia r A. f. B. 
AMarRaaftaaA JttWM. 

AMar ftaat. Kkaa taktk Baatat ». 

AftAaa IkakaaA, Baatat BA. 

Afttiar Baaa tiiaBay, Kkaa BaftaPa r Baatat. 
ABB B aaftim , Baatat. 


Akat Ratals AkanA, Br. 

Akat qaaaam, Baatat. 

Aaftaryya PkaaAka ry, Baftaraia laaftt Kaata, a» 
Baktacaaka, B yrna a Hapk , 

AkataA AH taayatpart, Kkaa BaftaPar Baalaaa. 
AkawP AR BrtPfta, Baatat. 

ARataPPta AkmaA, Kkaa BaftaPa r Ba at at . 
Anrarat Aatm, Kkaa BakaPar BA. 

AaftralaR, Br. B. 

A atari Raaaala Kkaa, Kkaa BaftaAar Baatat. 

Askar AR, Baatat 
BaAnMiJt, Br. tyaA. 

Mama* Br.RBHkUI. 
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[1st Atro. 


$* ** « *, m. 4. w< 
•M.iti 11M nwi 


lilutii tUBMw, KM Hfc Ki r Dr. ByaB. 


9m R«k* BMi Km. 
liter. Mr. 

fsrtK ttM KktMi, 

f«f*l H*0, tte NailM Hr. A. K. 

FmJvJ Qaakir, KIM l»Mir Maalvl. 
fm Uu KiMM, Mr. (OteM.) 

Fatter Rakawa, Mr. (Mj«*Mfefft). 

RrtMtki, Mr. 9. 

Barvag, Mr. Bu»ter 11*0. 

•yaaakkl* Afc»M OMMlinr. AlkakJ. 
NtMkallak, tte Mm'Ni Hi«M llWif K., *f 

OMM. 

Naliakki* Bteakkari, M«*tlvl. 

NmWiMil AI*M f Khi* UMI. 
NM**wtta««*, Maalvl M 4. 

Mukaai All KIM, Kin Rakakar Maalvl. 
Navklagt, Mr. R. 4. 

NijfiMl, Mr. Ragtrt. 

Ikrit Alan Mi*. Maalvl. 
katalakkia Akaiak, Khan Bakakar Maalvl. 
Mskirekkia Kkaa, Kkaa Bakakar Maaivi. 
Kma Ail Miraa, lakikiaka Kaaaa kik I yak. 
■aktak, Makarajkaaiar Ukay Okaak. 
MaMakakki* Akaiak, Kkaa Bakakar Maaivi. 
Maakai. Mr. Baaka Bafcari. 

Maakai, Mr. Birat OkaNra. 

Maakal, Mr. kagat Okaakra. 

Maairakkia Akkaak, Maaivi. 

Makaainak Ail, Kkaa Bakakar. 

Makaia Ail, Mr. Mi. 

Margaa. Mr. R., 6.1. 1. 

Maaiaai All Mailak, Naalvi M. 

Makawmak Altai. Kkaa Bakakar Maaivi lyta. 


Makterjta, Mr. Tarakaatk. M.B.I. 

MaKiek, tka Naa'Ma Mr. Makaaka Baktry. 
Mattfek, Mr. BaRa Bakery. 

Maakarraf Haatala, tka Naa'Ma Burak, Kkaa 
Bakakar. 

Maatagawtal Hum, Mr. Byak. 

■aaarattak, Ravaksaka K. 

Rartaa, Mr. N. R. * 

kaikat, tte Naa’Ma Mr. Braaasaa Dka. 

Raaaar Rakaiaa Kkaa, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okaaaajay. 

Ray, Rai Bakakar Kikirtk Okaakra. 

Ray, Mr. Patiraai. 
lakarakkia Akaiak, Mr. 
takrakkia Akaiak, Naji. 
lafcaka<Ala«, Mr. tyak. 

Sail ai, Mr. I. A. 

laaaattak, Al-MakJ Maaiaaa Dr. 
tarkar, Baka Makkasakaa. 

•cataaa, Mr. Rated. 

la*, Ral Bakakar kagaik Okaakra. 

tarajal laiaM, Mr. 

Ikakakakkia, Mr. Kfcwafa, B.B.I. 

Ikaanakki* Akawk’Kkaakkar. Mr. 
tirkar, Baka Utta Maaka. 

Itavaa, Mr.k. W. R. 
takraaarky, tka Maa’Ma Mr. N. I. 

Tafal Akaiak Okaakkary, Maalvl NaJI. 
Walktr, Mr. W. A. M. 

Wtrkiwartk, Mr. W. 0. 

Vaaaf All Okaakkary, Mr. 

Zafcar Ak*ak Okaakkary. Maalvl. 


Ilu* Ayes being (id u»d Xucs 9(>, tin* motions were lost. 


Tin* motion of Mr. Sutvupriyu Baiierjee th.it m clause line 

9, after tin* word “publication” tin* following words Im* inserted, 
u timely : — 


“and with tin* approval of a joint committee consisting of memU*ra 
of all parties and group- in i*oth the House of the 
Legislature” » 


was then put and lost. 

The following motions of Mr. Sntvuprnu Banerjee were then put 
and lost 


that in clause line 4, for the words “to carry out the 

purjKises of this Act” the words “for the purpose of carrying 
out the provisions of this Act” la* substituted; and 
that after clause 1*W(*5L the following new sub-clause bf added, 
namely : — 

*‘{ 6 \ All rules made under this section shall be laid on the 
tabla of both the Houses of the Legislature.** 
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Mf« SPEAKER: Mr. Banerjec, you have to move your further 
amendments on this clause. 

Mr. WED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: There is no quorum, Sir. 

(The bell was run*? and a quorum was formed.) 

Mf. SPEAKER: Mr. Bunerjee, perhaps you can now move your 
amendments Nos. 154. 155, 156, 1 5S and 162. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: All riuht. Sir. I Wg to move— 
^httt clause 144'2 utimjrt be omitted; 
that < luusc I44t2u f/)t.r » hr omitted; 
that cjause 144(2 m</h./ 7 > he omitted; 
that clause l*»4t» Mr/ i, .rn*» }** omitted, and 
that clause lie muitteil. 

Or. NALINAKSHA IANYAL: Sir. ! W? to move my amend- 
nient- No* 1 -%7 . 1 59 and 160. as follows: — 

that in daiw* I44t2»w/o ru >. line 4. for the words “an executive 
otti< er“ the following wotd* la* substituted, namely— 

“a person appointed under section 26”; 
that in clause 144»2Md‘ t.rrr). in line 1, after the word “the" the 
words “minimum number of” U* inserted ; and 
that in clause 144* 2 m 2 m . r/rt. in line 4, after the word “thereof” 
at the end the words “and the training undergone by 
supervisor* of financing banks, “ Ik* added. 

Sir, I wfluld just like to make some particular reference to two of these 
amendments. In my amendment No. 157 the words “executive officer’’ 
no longer remain. That term ha* )**en deleted front the section, and 
I atill hope that the Hon’ble Minister will see his way to accept thin 
amendment of mine. 

• Tlw Hoiffeto Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I may 
inform my honourable friend at this stage that so far as 157 is concern- 
ed, I accept it as it is covered by my amendment No, 188. I am 
also prepared to accept bis amendment No. 159. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA IANYAL: Thank you. That will do. 
Therefore I do not want to speak. * 
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The following motions of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal were then put and 
agreed to : — 

that in clause 1 line 4, for the words l< an executive 

officer*’ the following words be substituted, namely: — 

“a person appointed under section and 

that in clause ld4t~ >(d)(.r/r), in line 1, after the word ‘‘the** the 
words “minimum number of” be inserted. 

The following motion of ])r. Xulinaksha San\al was then put aud 
lost : — 

that in clause Id4(^)(r/M.n r), in line after the word “thereof” 
al the end the words “and the training undergone by 
supervisors of financing banks, “ be added. 

The motions of Mr. Satyapri>a Bauer joe — 

that clause 1 ( *•)<</ )< i.r > be omitted; 

that clause 1**M(~ )(//>(./■) he omitted; 

that clause 134(^)<d'(.r/) Ik* omitted; 

that clause 1 d4(~)(d >(./*//•) be omitted; and 

that clause 1 ’M(.V) be omitted 

were then put and lost. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I beg to 
move — 

that in clause lG4</>, line *J, foi the words “the province” the word 
“Heugal” be substituted; 

that in clause in line ' 2 , after the word “mav" the words 

“provide for all or any of the following matter, uameh " 
be inserted ; 

that in clause ld4»~h of paragraphs und (i)-(/.rn the word 

“prescribe" wherever it appear-* be omitted; 

that in clause in paragraph (run. for the word*'V\ in 

line 1, the word “the" In* substituted; 

that in clause 1 for paragraph < r» the following In* substi- 

tuted 

"( -r> the qualifications, disqualification. term of office, 
suspension and removal of members of managing 
committees und officers of different classes of co- 
operative societies."; 



1940.] GOVERNMENT BILL. »' 

>•».*. * * 

that in clause in paragraph U r*K </» for the word 

”gurantees” the word “guarantees” he substituted and (ii) 
for the figures “17’* the figures “IT \w substituted; 

that in clau>c » in paragraph cmt* for the words “or the 

lending of money on intinovable property is prohibited or 
restricted” the words “ami the determination by a society 
of the maxima and normal credits of its lueinWr*” Ih» suhsti* 
tuted ; 

that in • laii'o* 1 M in paragraph u\rir». for the word “trade, “ 

in line 2, the word-* “transact business*' be substituted; 

that in clau»« 1 in paragraph «.r/iri, for the figures “10(P 

in line 2, the figures and letter “fHiA” U* substituted; 

•that in t hi\is«* l'Mt2>u/t m paragraph irh, for the words “the form 
of his audit report and authenticated statement of accounts** 

, the words “the form in who h the statement of accounts shall 
Ik* prepared for Ins audit, the limits within which he may 
examine the monetary transitions of the »»oeiotv, the form 
of his audit repot and statement of unoutiU audited” be 
substituted ; 

that in c lause 1 H in parumaph */♦<*/». for the word “thus” 

in line the word “so” la* substituted; 

that in clause 1 M<2h»/' in paragtapli the words and figured 

“section 1 051 and” be omitted; 

that in clause !'U<2»<d* for paragraph </riu, the following las 
subst ituted : — 

“i/r/n the exenist* of the [lowers conferred by section 122"; 

that in clause 1 M <2iu/> in paragraph the word "arid” in line 

4. be omitted; 

that in clause 1 !4<2 )<i/i paragraph {inn la* omitted; 

that in fluuse l’M'oi after the word “that” in hue 2, the word* 

• “any person committing” be inserted; 

that in clause I'M b?> after the word '‘shall” in line 2, the word# 
“on conviction by a (\mrt M be inerted; 

that in clause I'M (J> after the word “continue*” in line fi thfc 
word* “subsequent to such conviction” he inserted; 

fhat dub-claus** (*h of clause 1«M be omitted; 

that in clause 1H4 (2> ith for paragraph ( vita) the following be 
substituted : — 

“(run) the rircum stances in which delegates way he elected for 
the purpose# of section 20, the manner of electing delegate* 
for any of the purposes of this Act and the manner in which 
delegates so elected, shall rote”; 
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that in clause 134 (2) (d) in paragraph {xxxii) after the word 
“profits” the following be inserted, namely: — 

“the extent of the contribution which may be made under 
clause (h) of that section”; 

that in clause 134 (2) ( d ) in paragraph (Wri), after the word 
“liquidator” in line 3 the words “the condition of such 
appointment” be inserted; and • 

that in clause 134 (2) (d) in paragraph (.rhi) for the words “of 
supervision by” the words “in which appointments shall be 
made and control exercised by” be substituted. 

Or. NALINAKBHA SANYAL: Sir. may we know from the Hon'ble 
Minister as to what has transpired between the submission of *the 
8ele< t Committee’s report and now to necessitate so many changes in 
one section that he has now moved? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you not rather too late to draw attention to 
this matter? 

Dr. NALINAKBHA BANYAL. No, Sir, I was just wondering if 
some of these amendments were due to an\ changes effected in the Act 
itself or due to our amendments in the sections concerned. Either 
the HoiCble Minister and his advisers did not apply their minds 
properly beforehand or he is placing new matters which are entirely 
irrelevant or not justified. Let us know, Sir, what is the position, or, 
is it the position that, as iuy friend Mr Baneijee puts it, wiser counsel 
is now prevailing? 

The motions of the Ilnn'hle Mr. Mukunda Behan Mullick were then 
put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 134, as amended, stand part of the Bill 
was then put and agreed to. 

First Schedule. 

The question that the First Schedule stand port of the Bill was put 
and agreed to. 

Second Schedule. 

Mr, BREAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you may now move your amendment* 
Nos. 1B5, m, 172 and 173. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA BANYAL: Sir. 1 would like to move No. 165 
ieparately as it concerns the Second Schedule, while the other* mint* 

the Fourth Schedule. 
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I therefore Xeg to move that after aerial No. 1 in the Second Sche- 
dul« the following be inserted. namely: — 


Serial. 

Section. 

Power*. 

U . .. 

25 and 26 

Regarding dtaanlution and reconstitution of * 



managing committee and appointment of a 

• 

• 


person to manage the affair* of a aociety. 


Sir, thin Schedule gives a list of such of the Registrar's power* as 
should not bo transferred or delegated and should In* exercisable by 
the Registrar himself. I think that the power to dissolve a managing’ 
committee and to reconstitute the same is such an important matter 
that «it should not la* delegated to utn officer of a rank below that of 
the Registrar. I hope. Sir, the II on Minister will realize at least 
the importance of this amendment 1 mm uuse after all it is a very vital 
mat let for the managing committee of u society to la* dissolved, and 
it should not be permissible for this to he done by any officer or an 
underling of the Registrar. The Registrar has got large power*. 
Even then lie is the head of the department. So let him exercise the 
powers himself and we will then see if lie is exercising those |n»wer* 
judiciously or otherwise 1 think. Sir. that this is a proposal which 
should lie acceptable to the majority party if only because managing 
committees of co-operative societies over which the Registrar may have 
such powers exercised will consist of members of the majority party 
in the Legislature itself and not so much of member* of the Congress. 

Th# Hon*bl§ Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, my 
short answer is that so far a* the central bunks urc concerned, it is 
contemplated that these will be supervised by the Registrar himself. 
But my friend Dr. Sanya] will realize the difficulty if we are to accept 
an amendment of this nature as to what will happen with regard to 
the large ifcumlwr of village societies. So far as they are concerned, 
if anv thing of this nature hapj>eiis the power* have to l»e delegatee! by 
the Registrar. 

Dr. MALINAKBHA SANYALs Will that 1* of frequent 
occurrence ? 

* Th. Hon’M. Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: May not b. 

frequent, but it is just possible. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA BANYAL: The relevant file, must come up to 
Dm Registrar who is the highest authority in his department. Betides, 
an appeal always lies to the Registrar. 
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The Hon* bit Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULlJcK: There is 

always an appeal to the Registrar. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Since an appeal is made to the Registrar, how can 
he 1 m* prejudiced Y 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The appeal will go to the Govern- 
ment if the Registrar is there. 

The motion of ])r. Xalinuksha Knnynl that after serial Xo. 1 in the 
Second Schedule the following he inserted, namely: — 

Power*. 

Regard it i|* <1 involution and re' onutitutioji of a 
managing commit te»* and appointment of A 
fH'r»on to manage the attain* <jt a society. 


waa then put and lost. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir. 1 beg to 
move — 

that in the Second Schedule in Te^pet t of item 4, in the entry in 
column •!. for the word “th»” in the second place in which 
it occurs in line 1, the word “a" he substituted; and 

that in the Second Schedule in respect of item 4 — 

(fit for the figures “121" in column 2. the figures and 
bracket* “121 i2t” he substituted, and 

(M in the entry in column H — 

(il for the words “enquire into the conduct of M in 
line 1. the word “require" be substituted, 
in) the word “of” in tin* first place in which it 
occurs in line ; 1 la* omitted, and 

(in) the words “nud to require such person or officer** 
in lines -\ ami 4, !m» omitted. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

The question that the Second Schedule, as amended, stand part of 
* the Bill was then put and agreed to. 


Sarin). Section. 

1A . . 25 and 20 
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Third Schedule. 

Thf Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLICKt Sir, I beg to 
move — 

# that in the Thud Srl./dule in re -pert «>1 item d — 

f <1 » tor t hr iMilit in column J the following he substituted, 
nameh — 

“Sum- aw aided to a eo-oja-mt i\ e society hy any order 
iimth* under ****«-| jon St? or hv an award having 
th»* » flfet t of a ft util mortgage derive under 
-e< tion S 1“ ; anti 

(hi in line 7 o? the «-n t r \ in mluntn '1, for tlie word 
“Regi-t i a i * ' tin 1 u«»nl * * -« o it- 1 \ ^ * he suhst 1 1 uted ; and 

imti in 4 he Thud Schedule in ie-|M « t of Hem in the **ti 1 ry in 
column I the woid" “h\ i tiles made under thin Act” he 
omitted. 

The motions were then put ami agreed to 

The <|Ue-i:on that Jie I mo! "n heduh* a * amended, stand part of 
the Bill was then put and .igiecd to. 

Fiftieth Sthnlulc. 

Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sit, I beg t‘» llioie-— 

tliai in the Fourth Schedule, serial A, column d, for the words 
'‘Provincial (internment” the word** “the judicial authority 
having jurisdiction” U- substituted; 

that in the Fourth Schedule, serial I, column d, for the paragraphs 
# (of and ih i the word* “the judicial authoiity having juris- 
diction” he substituted ; 

that in the Fourth Schedule, against serial 5. in column d, for 
the words “Provincial Government” the words "judicial 
authority having jurisdiction” !h* substituted: and 
Ihnt in the Fourth Schedule against serial fi in column •», for the 
* word "Registrar” the words “Judicial authority having 

jurisdiction” he substituted. 

Or. NALIMAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to move — 

that in the Fourth Schedule under column d against serial No, 4 
for the word "Registrar” in line d of suh-jwragr&ph (h) t 
the words "competent Civil Court” he substituted; ^ 
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that in the Fourth Schedule under column 3, against serial No. 6, 
for the word “Registrar,” in line 3, the words “Provincial 
Government” be substituted; and 

that in the Fourth Schedule, under column 2, against serial No. 7, 
line 2, after the word and figures, “section 121” the words 
and figures “or section 123” be added. 

They are self-explanatory. We have tried to bring appeals before 
judicial authorities and not before the Registrar in certain cases, 
particularly when civil claims of a serious nature are involved. 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, vith 
regard to the internal affairs of a society, I submit that the District 
Judge will have very little to do, but in respect of such offences, as 
are mentioned in clause 121, we have provided for an appeal to* the 
District .Judge. 

Sir, I beg to move — 

that in the Fourth Schedule in respect of item A, for the entry 
in column 3 the following be substituted, namely — 

“By uuv member of the society — 

(a) if passed by the Registrar; to the Provincial 

Government ; or 

{b) if pussed by any other person; to the Registrar”; 

that in the Fourth Schedule in respect of item 2, for the entry in 
columu 3 the following be substituted — 

“By uny member of the managing committee — 

<<i) if passed by the Registrar; to the Provincial 
Government ; or * 

(b) if passed by any other person; to the Registrar”; 

that in the Fourth Schedule in respect of item 5, for the entry in 
column 3 the following be substituted — 

“By any merntar of the society — * 

(o) if passed by the Registrar; to the Provinciaf 
Government ; or 

(H if passed by any other person; to the Registrar”; 
and 

that in the Fourth Schedule in respect of item 8, in the entry in 
column 3 the words “by the roles” be omitted. 
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Df* NALftlAKSHA 9ANYAL: Sir, before you put 167 to vote, 
m*y I point out that section I2d, which the Honble Minister his just 
now suggested, has power to enforce certain obligations which are of 
a serious nature requiring certain payments and there no appeal is 
provided. I suggested in my amendment No. 17-i (hut in addition to 
section 121, section 12*1 should also lx* included, because 1 do not find 
any provision for appeal there. 

• 

a 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNOA BEHARY MULLICK: Y«. Sir. 

We "‘ill include clause l? ; l lit the .ijijteal provision. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL 2 Thanks \cry much. 

The motion of Mr. Sutynpriyu Hanerjee t hut in the Fouith Schedule, 
serial A, column for the words "Provincial t»n\erniuent ,** the word* 
“the»judiriul authority having j uri^«l ict i<*n be substituted, was then 
put und lost 

The motion of Dr. Nulinak-hu Sain a! that m the f ourth Schedule, 
under column 2, against serial No. 7. liue 2. utter the word and figures 
“section 121." the Mtmb and ti^me* "or section P-M" lu> added. was 
then put and agreed to. 

The motions of Mi Safwipma Hanerjee 
that in the Fouith Schedule, serial 4. column >t. lot the putaglaph* 
<oi and \fn the minis “the judh ial aiithonty hating juiis- 
diehon" la* siibsiiiuted ; 

that in the Fourth Schedule, agamsf serial >. in column •!, lor 
the words ‘"Provincial Uovermnent" the words “judicial 
authority having jurisdiction' ’ be siibsti! tiled ; and 

that in the Fourth Schedule against serial 6 in column *1, for the 
word "Registrar" the words "Judicial authority having 
jurisdiction" be substituted, 

were then put and lost. 

The motions of Dr. Nalinuksha Sanyal — 

that in the Fourth Schedule under column *1 against serial No. 4 
for the word “Registrar" in line J of sub-paragraph (h), 
the word* “competent Fivil Court" be substituted; and 
that in the Fourth Schedule under column *1 again*! serial No. 6, 

* Jor the word “Registrar," in line d, the word* “Provincial 
Government’ ‘ he substituted, 


were then put and lost. 



*4* . GOVERNMENT BILL. [1st Am., 

• • * • 

The following motions oHhe Bon’ble Mr. Mukunda Bfehary Mullick 

Were then put and agreed to — 

that in the Fourth Schedule in respect of item A, for the entry 
in column *3 the following he substituted, namely — 

“By any member of the society — 

(a) if passed by the Registrar; to the Provincial 

Government ; or * 

» 

(b) if passed by any other person; to the Registrar"; 

that in the Fourth Schedule in respect of item 2, for the entry in 
column *1 the following be substituted — 

“Bj any member of the managing committee — 

(a) if passed by the Registrar; to the Provincial 

Government ; or t 

(b) if passed by any other person; to tl\e Registrar"; 
that in the Fourth Schedule in respect ot item \ for the entry in 

column ‘1 the follow mg be substituted — 

“By any member of the societs — 

(«) if passed by the Registrar; to the Provincial 
Government ; or 

[b) if passed bv au\ other person; to the Registrar"; 
and 

that in the Fourth Schedule in lespeit of item S. in the entry in 
column *1 the words “by the rules” be omitted. 

Tbt Mon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 beg to 
move — 

that in the Fifth Schedule in re>|*cct of item No. 5 ia entrv in 
column 2, for the words “ain rule undei this Act" the words 
“the rules" be substituted; 

that in the Fifth Schedule in respei t of item No. 5 in entry in 
column -1, for the words “rules under this Act" the words 
“the rules” be substituted; and . 

that in the Fifth Schedule in respect of item No. 5 in entry iti 
column 4* for the words “prescribed by rules under this 
Act" the words “provided in the rules’* be substituted. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

The question that the Fourth Schedule and the Fifth Schedule, an 
‘attended, stand part of the Bill was then pu; and agreed to. 
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Preamble. 

Tfcs Hon'bto Mr. MUKUMOA SENARY MULLIQKl Sir, 1 beg 
to move that in line J of the preamble after the word and comma 
“societies/' , the word “and” be inserted. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: Sir, 1 l>eg to move that for the 

*xi*ti?lg preamble the following preamble U* substituted, namely; — 

• 

“Whereas ft i- expedient further to facilitate the formation and 
working of ro-i»pvri*ti\< societies foi the promotion of thrift* 
self-help and mutual aid unions ugriculturit*U, artisan* aud 
other |M k r»nxM iit moderate means with common economic, 
needs so as to bnug about better living, letter business and 
better methods o] prodmUon and for that purpose to amend 
the law relating to co-ojKTut iv e *wMiieties in Bengal ; 

If is hercbx emoted as follow* 

. 

Sir, in the Statement of Objects and Bensons, we hud from para- 
graph* 4 ami » “the preamble ha- been retail so as to widen the scope 
of the movement tor registcmu; s.n irties having as their object the 
promotion ot t h»- lominou tntoirsU of mem he i* in uccodame with 
<o-operati\e ptim iple- ’ llut u« have m < Ltu*» 11 changed the whole 
tinner Instead ot common interest, we have “common economic 
interests I hat make* a gonij ileal ot difference and my amendment 
is on 1 v a « oijsecpient aal *>iie and I hope the ilonldc tiie Minister m 
charge will find his w,i\ to m t » pt it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: ( I'liniidu i tt t c i es t s ale (ointiion economic interests. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Hiobabh. Sir, you are not aware 
that there is a big volume written to show the difference between 

common interests ami common economic interest#. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: But 1 don’t tlunk the preamble is affected by that 
at all. though a book can be written on that. 

Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: In that view of the cams 1 
propose my amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Satyoprn a Buncrjec that for the existing 
preamble the following preamble be substituted, namely — 

if Whereas it is expedient further to facilitate the formation and 
working of co-operative madefies for the promotion of thrift, 
self-help and mutual aid among agriculturist*, artisan# and 
other i>ers*n»s u* moderate mean* with common economy* 0 
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needs so as to bring about better living, better business and 
better methods of production and for that purpose to t^nend 
the law relating to co-operative societies in Bengal ; 

It is hereby enacted as follows : " 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick tlyit in 
line if of the preamble, after the word and comma “societies,”* the word 
"and" be inserted, was then put and agreed to. 

The question that the preamble, as amended, stand part of the Bill 
was then put and agreed to. 

(At this stage the Bouse was adjourned lor rwemy minutes.) 


(After adjournment . ) 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 beg 
to move that the Bengal Co-operative Societies Bill, HKW, as settled 
in the Assembly, be passed. 

Mf. SPEAKER: I think there is a slight verbal amendment which 
will be necessary. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: That follows 
ns a matter of course, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Still it is better that you should formally move it. 
You can do it at the third reading. 

Tht Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Just as you 
please. Sir. I formally move that in clause 2 (q), line U, for the 
figure “dT* the figure and letter “T1A" he «uhstituted 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, can «<* not expect the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister to route * It is our desire that he should at least 
enlighten us at the third reading. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have sent fur him 

AYhat T am suggesting is that ten minutes mi gift be given to each 
speaker at the third reading of the Bill, because we have got just 
fourty minutes. 

Or* NALINAKtHA BANYAL: \Ye may sit ten minutes more than 
the usual time, if necessary. 
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Mir« ICbwajA IHAMABUDDINl Sir, I hare just trfu|«d that oi|i 
ge nt ^ aun ^ rom eac ^ non-fcfficial group will apeak mod that two mans bora 
fmmtmr party will speak for five minute* each, and the re* t for tea 
minute*. 


Hr. SYEO ABDUL MAJID t Mr. Speaker, Sir, hy the enactmant 
of the Co-operative Societies Bill, ] $*40. we are entering into a new era 
of co-operative administration in the province, Go-operation wj$l surely 
be called upon to perform in future an important part in the economic 
structure of rural BengiiL ’fhis has necessitated the amendment of the 
entire existing Act. *Jfff the Select Gommittee we realised our respon- 
sibility fully, particularly with regard to the power* to be given to the 
Registrar for checking abuses and irregularities prevailing at present 
in the working of the societies. We considered the powers as provided 
neeesfary for improvement of the movement as also for future develop- 
ment on sound lines. At the Same time we have adequately provided 
safeguards against indiscriminate use of the powers by the Registrar. 
Above alK, we have provided that all or any of the powers of the 
Registrar may be delegated to a well-managed society, thereby estab- 
lishing once for nil the most important and vital principle that 
co-operation should develop from within and not from without by the 
will of the Registrar or his staff. This is a ver) Iwdd and healthy 
provision for encouraging non-official workers to work on sound lines. 
No province in India has gone ho far to democratise a co-operative 
institution. 

Next, Sir, we have not minced mntter* with regard to State 
assistance, financial or otherwise, to the co-operative institutions, 
Adequate State assistance has lieen provided in unequivocal terms for 
the development of the movement. We have also provided facilities 
for co-operative education and effective .supervision of societies beside* 
Government supervision. 

Sir, my friends on the other side wanted quite unfettered freedom 
in the working of the societies (Rai H akk9d*a Nath Oh arimrat : 
Question!), May l o^k them if they are serious in their conviction 
that the masses of people in this country are at present capable of 
managing tlkGaffairs of a society in an uncontrolled manner? Not to 
apeak of the illiterate masses of people who form the constituent* of the 
milage societies, the most intelligent and educated people who manage 
the central banks and urban banks are often found to be larking in the 
sense of responsibility. Many serious defalcations have been com- 
mitted by these people. My friends on the opposite have said that 
the*# are due to non -separation of audit from administration, I fail* 
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to realise how the separation of audit from administration can change 
the mentality of those who are inclined to dishonesty. As a matter of 
fact, in many instances, the audit was done by independent auditors, 
but the defalcations were detected by departmental officers. Sir, the 
n niedy against defalcation lies not in the separation of audit from 
administration but in the better sense of responsibility of those who are 
in charge of the affairs of the society. At the same time, I do recognise 
the imperative necessity of separation of audit from administration? and 
steps should be taken by Government to make audit separate from 
administration as soon us possible. 


Sir, whatever may have been said in the past, I can boldly say, 
knowing as I do the present day co-operative^ movement, that the 
Hon’ble Minister and the Registrar have been making a vigorous 
attempt to pull up the movement from the rut. They achieved con- 
siderable success in various directions. The movement is now throbbing 
with life — a life which was not in the movement for many years xi\ the 
past. Anyone who cures to visit the countryside canned overlook the 
present encouraging phase of the movement. 1 congratulate the 
Hon’ble Minister and the Registrar for giving a new healthy turn to 
the movement and also for enacting this beneficent piece of legislation 
which 1 ain sure will go a long way to develop the movement on sound 
lines and achieve its destined end. 


Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I take this opportunity to congratulate the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Go-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department for 
being able to successfully pilot the much desired Co-operative Bill. 
Sir, the Bill was ready in the old Council, but they thought it fit to 
leave the Bill in the able hands of the present popular Government to 
pilot and put it on the statute book. The present Bill proposes almost 
a radical change from the Co-operative Act of 1912. 

Sir, a very large power has been given to the Registrar to shape the 
destiny of the movement, hut I think much would depend as to how 
the future Registrars would actually work out the provisions of the 
Act and also the rule to be framed hereafter. Accordingly, I think, 
Sir, that more care will have to l>e taken in selecting the personnel of 
the future Registrar. An indication has already been given by several 
prominent members of the Select Committee as to whit class of officer* 
is actually noted for successfully pushing the movement to the forward 
direction. 

Sir, it was not possible to embody all the provisions in the body of the 
Act itself, so many things have been left out to be provided in the rules 
io # be framed hereafter, and I think the rules would be as important as 
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ll»« Act itself. *We do not know whnt is the idea of tbe Government, 
but p #non« directly connected with the movement desire that the 
Government would do well if they propone to lea re the rules to be 
framed by the present Registrar. I desire, Sir, that Government will - 
take due care and caution in framing the*** -rule* ho that it may not 
ultimately make it impossible for the non-official worker* to work for 
the rdovement who do ho more for love of work than for anything else. 

Sir, we thought that our friend** in the Opposition would Ik* able 
io improve the Hill by putting real constructive suggestions, but 
unfortunately we found that some of them throughout the debate 
unnecessarily indulged themseUe* in abusing the present Registrar of 
( o-operative Societies ~*gKhau Bahadur A, M. Arshad Ali -right and 
left. ,1 sincerely deplore the had taste of my friends, and 1 do not say 
anything beyond that. Sir I can sa\ without any fear of contradiction 
that persons who are really connected with the co-operative movement 
will join with me in showering praise on Khan Bahadur A. M. A rah ad 
Ali for what he actually did to rehabilitate the position of the move- 
ment. I think. Sir, that it is high time that the Government must 
come to some final de« ision with regard to Debenture* Scheme, other- 
wise, if the Government try to realise the old debts of co-operative 
movement through the rigours of the present legislation, 1 am sure, 
Sir. that the mo\einent is bound to be unpopular ami will eventually 
come to a crush The rigorous provisions which have 1k»oii provided 
in the present Bill and which are now going to lie enacted into law are 
quite all right for the future debt to be incurred by tbe inemltcrs of the 
co-operative societies, but if the Government try to realise the old 
debts of the poor and helpless members with the rigorous provisions of 
the present law which is going to lx* enacted, 1. for myself, shall 
strongly' oppose it. 

With these few words. Sir. f support the Bill for the final accept- 
ance of the House. 


Iflf* W« C. WORDSWORTH: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 support this 
motion. Since for a fortnight we have dealt vigorously with details 
and some of u» have wrestled with details for two years, 1 may lie 
permitted now to make only some general observations. 1 do so in the 
hope that I shall be able to draw the attention of the House to some 
of the aspects which# in the condition** in which we legislate, are rather 
forgotten. 

In bur discussions, obviously the ( opposition get ample opportunities 
of putting forward their views, and, therefore, we have been taught 
for the last fortnight that everything in connection with the co-opera- 
tive movement is failure, incompetence, darkness. But I should lik% 
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tu remind the House, and anybody who reads my words, that there 

are also successes, gains and brightness. We hare to strike a balance. 

Different people will strike the balance in different ways, and the 

balance I strike is not nearly as adverse a balance as some of my 

friends on my right would strike. Then when the balance is struck, 

I think, each to his balance sheet should add two footnotes; one 

reminding the writer of something that has not been mentioned in this 

discussion, viz., that whatever may be the faults and failures of the 

co-operative movement, it has done something to bring down the 

general rate of money-lenders' interest in this province throughout the 

country districts. When men, when even a small proportion of the 

peasantry, can get loans at reasonable rates through the co-operative 

institutions, it is a matter of experience that money-lenders cannot in 

general keep their rales up to the terrible figures at which they stood 

some years ago. I may remind you here of what I hear, that among 

the great opponents of all co-operative measures and debt conciliation 

measures are our friends the Pathans. 

The second footnote should remind its writer that what has been 
lost from our accounts has not been all waste. Much has disappeared 
through incompetence, but much has disappeared as casualties in the 
fight. We do not think of soldiers dying in buttle for their country as 
waste, as loss; in the same way, many of the assets that have disappeared 
have fallen gallantly in battle. They have tried to bring succour to 
men, women and children in times of distress, and if after the battle 
they are missing, let us believe that they have done their work and 
something of that spirit still lives in the province. I should suggest 
that we put up a monument to the lost assets of eo-operative societies 
—-those assets that have disappeared in honest and courageous battle. 
We might find a place for it now in Dalhousie Square! (Laughter.) 
On one side we might put the inscription— “In everlasting memory of 
those assets of eo-operative societies that perished in bringing help to 
men, women and children, fields, cattle and houses in the districts of 
Bengal.’' On another we might put the inscription — “Their place 
knoweth them no more hut their fame liveth for evermore.” We might 
•van carve a third that “life is more precious than account books.” 

Let us remember that there is a risk in all co-operative credit whose 
aim is to bring loans to peasants to produce those assets which, are the 
future security of the loans. If you wish to take no risk, there is- no 
justification for co-operative institutions in this sphere. On this point, 
I should like to say two words of explanation to friends on my right — 
one, a member over there, I think, Mr, Sanyal— the one who has not 
been doctored — said that I used a sentence which, if pressed to ita 
logical conclusion, meant that I justified dishonesty. There moat bo 
9 misunderstanding either on his part or on my part, or on both. I 
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aeref justify dishonesty. not even to myteif. Secondly. Mr. Muttm4ir, 
I think, it was, seemed to interpret something I said as a sentence 
derogatory to the peasants of Bengal, who are nearly all Bengal. God 
forbid that I or anyone should ever say any word slightingly of a 
peasantry whose qualities, whose sufferings and whose patience under 
their* sufferings, long ago won, and have ever since held, the respect, 
the admiration and the sympathy of the whole civilised world . 

There is much 1 should like to sav, if 1 had time, as regards the 
accusation of corruption that has Ih»ch so freely brought against this 
movement and its officials I *pcak with very little knowledge, gained 
in one small corner. Jlut. I may mention that I started years ago 
makipg a INt of those ( ioverument departments and those institutions 
in Bengal against whose integrity I ever heard any accusation. After 
a few years, I managed to g»*t one tiHtne into the list, and that 1 had to 
cunceh a few months afterwards. The list is empty to-day and has been 
ever since, f Laughter.) 

I have even heard accusations of corruption against those holy and 
aar red institutions - the Shield Football Matches and it should make 
us modest to remember that even the integrity of member* of this 
House is sometimes assailed by question* that 1 do not like to hear, but 
do bear ns 1 go about my business 

One last word I wish to pin my tribute to the Minister for the 
way in which lie ha* conducted the business for tin 1 lust fortnight. I 
wish to make a suggestion at which some will smile and other* will 
shudder; that even a Minister should be counted one of God’s creatures, 
entitled to u little sympathy, a little courtesy and a little appreciation. 
For a fortnight we have seen him sitting in stately solitude, while hi» 
colleagues were upstairs enjoying their files I have wondered how a 
man begins to clear such a jungle as has been given to but) to work 
on, a jungje in which he can seldom see the sun over hi* head, a jungle 
in which his feet must always be slipping into pits and morasses. He 
has had a hard life for the last fortnight, and a very lonely life too; but 
he has kept cheerful and friendly despite language and attitude that 
sometimes fell below the highest level of politeness. He has been 
helpful under provocation, gentlemanly at all times, eager to help ua 
and b£ helped, eager to get the best out o^us and out of himself. On 
behalf of this group I am instructed to say that we have looked upon 
hit? work for the last fortnight with admiration. I myself am one of 
the fnr or one of the many, who have worked bard on this Bill with 
such small knowledge as I posses*. I believe thal there are in it faults, 
faults with which we hope to deal in the near future. But also there 
is a great deal in it to correct what is unsatisfactory' or inadequate in 
our present working of cooperative societies. (Applause.) • 
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Mr. M. SHAMtliDDIN AHMED: I must at the outset thank my . 
friend Mr. Muilick for the bard labour he has undergone for the last 
2} years. I know he has passed anxious moments for a certain length 
of fiirn*. I had the honour of being in the Select Committee, and I 
have seen his anxiety for improving the condition of co-operative 
societies and for restoring the confidence of the people in the societies, 
hut 1 find at the present movement as the Bill is emerging out a* this 
House and as if might be an Act when it is passed by both the Houses 
that although he has passed sleepless nights for the amelioration of the. 
condition of the people of this country so far as the credit movement is 
concerned, the most important thing lias not only been overlooked but 
nothing has been done. I can very well understand that owing to the 
illiteracy of our people the real principle of co-operation might- he 
difficult to instil into them, but at the same time 1 find that the courage 
and experience that the department and the Government have gained 
during the last <‘10 years left the Government in the same positiod from 
which it begun. The main function, m» far as the restoration of the 
confidence of the people towards credit societies is concerned remains 
where it was and it remains as a loan society as it began. Even to-day 
flic question of limited and unlimited liability remains as it was before. 
My knowledge of rural India, especially rural Bengal, tells me that 
this principle of unlimited liability will deter people from coming to 
the societies, and I have very great doubts whether this co-operative 
movement will give any relief to the people as u result of the passing 
of this Bill. J know this movement is being run not only here but in 
Europe also. We have seen it in other countries, in Germany, 
Denmark, in Finland, Scotland, England and some other countries, 
but we have not profited by their experience. Therefore I think that 
this particular Bill will not take un one step forward in the restoration 
of t lie confidence of the people in the credit societies of this province. 

.1 feel there must, have been some difference in the angle of vision. I 
found my friend Mr. Muilick iculix parsing anxious nights, and I 
know the Registrar himself was also very anxious, I do not share 
with my friend Dr, Sanyul all the heaps of abuses that he hurled on 
the Registrar, hut 1 find that in this Bill the Registrar hut» practically 
been given dictatorial powers. We have in these days learnt something 
of the sphere of the activities of the Dictators. I am not concerned 
with the present Registrar. Wo are to see what the effect of tins Bill 
will he wrben it emerges out of the two Houses. I find that power* 
have been given to the Registrar by this Bill which should not have 
been given to him* I do not know whether my friends of the Coalition 
Party have given their anxious consideration to that section of the 
Bill whereby the Registrar has been given supreme powers. 

% Mr. Arsbad AH might at the present moment feel that he would try 
towdo his level best to improve the lot of the people, but another Arsbad 
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All might come, another gentleman might come who might not at all 
care to see what the lot of the people might be. So we are to see what 
the effect of the law as it now stands will be. I believe that the powers 
which have been given to the Registrar are not only arbitrary but 
absolutely unnecessary. As we were just now discussing in this 
House, really we have done a great injustice to other co-operators who 
are jot Government servants, because by this clause 126 we have made 
immune «from any sort of liability whether criminal or civil the 
Registrar or other subordinates, but no other persons connected with the 
co-operative movement. Therefore 1 believe we have certainly created 
a sort of bug-bear in the minds of others who are connected with the 
co-ojHTutive movement. We will also by this legislation, by the 
operytiou of section 126 . prevent other people from associating them- 
selves with the co-operative movement. I believe that the present debts 
of the people to the rural co-operative societies are, as Mr, Wordsworth 
has just now characterised it. as "jungle ” l think it is more than a 
jungle. I s\ ippathise with my friend Mr. Mulliek because really it is 
a very hard tu-k; it is a herculean task and there is onl> one way out. 
If we can write oft all the interests that people have got to pay and so 
far as principal m concerned, if we spread it over 20 years, then only 
tin* confidence of the people might Ik* restored, and you can realise these 
debts— -I call them debts -but siinph this institution of the clause of 
certificate procedure will not relieve the tension; it will not cure the 
position. This certificate procedure will only aggravate the situation, 
and people will fight sh\ of thin movement. They will feel that whereas 
heretofore the Co-operative Department had gone to the law* courts for 
realisation of their loan, but now' they will find that arbitrarily this 
department will seize* the art mien and utensils of the people and thereby 
realise the debts from the people; and add to this the* unlimited liability 
debt, and see what happens. Therefore 1 believe we have not gone 
one step forward in the solution of the problem whether of rural credit 
or of advancement of co-operation, mi far as the people are concerned. 
Sir, I »ilf not take much time of the House. I fully sympathise with 
my friend, the llon ble Mr. Mulliek, but 1 feel that certainly there has 
somewhere lieen some difference in the angle of vision and he must have 
looked at the problem from u quite different point of view. I feel, Sir, 
that he will not be able to clear the jungle even by one or two inches. 

1 thiifk that he will be in the same jungle where he was. The jungle 
#ill be more thick and the sky above will be clouded out from bim and 
the trees that will grow in the jungle will absolutely cover him like 
anything, and he will be suffering not only in the jungle but will be 
lost in the*shade and darkness of the trees. Sir, I sympathise with him, 
but I feel this Bill will not redound to the crcwlit of us as legislators; 
neither will it redound to the credit to the Hon 'hie Minister also. 
Sir, I do not know whether the Hon'ble Mr. Mulliek has aip* 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


f 1 st Am, 


hi* sleeves toy more amendment# to be brought up hereafter, but the 
Bill a# it stands will not help in any way the solution of the problem 
a* 0 whole. (Loud cheers.) 


Mr* SARAT CHANDRA ROSE* Mr. Speaker, if I have not thken 
part in the debates during the last fortnight it is because I felt th at I 
could not add to the store of knowledge of, or to the logic or fohce of the 
arguments which have been advanced by my honourable friends, 
Mr. Satyapriva Banerjee and I)r. Nalinaksha Kanyal, in this House. I 
felt that our party was safe in the hands of the members to whom the 
duty of explaining the point of view of our party and of moving the 
amendments approved by my party had been committed. Hut '•now 
that the debate is coming to a close, and after listening to the congra- 
tulations that have been showered on the Hon’hle Minister in charge, I 
thought within myself whether I could he persuaded for a moment to 
join in that chorus. Hut 1 regret it is not possible for me to do so, 
having regard to the fact that all that has been attempted by the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Hill is to put hack the hand of the 
clock. 

Sir, u consideration of the history of co-operative credit societies takes 
me hack to the year 1904 when the first co-operative legislation was 
enacted in our country— T am referring. Sir, to the Cooperative Credit 
Societies Act (Act X) of 1004 This special legislation, as most of us 
are undmihtedh aware, was undertaken by the (iovernment of India 
following the Report of the Indian Famine Commission of 1001. The 
Government of India of the day made it clear when the Hill was before 
the Indian Legislature that it was designed merely to assist agricul- 
tural credit and to foster agricultural credit Moieties as distinguished 
from agricultural hanks. Sir, what was said by the Government of 
India of the day will hear repetition, and I shall, therefore, remind the 
House of their words. They made it clear that the object of the 
societies contemplated by the Act was “far more special and limited, 
that they would he small and simple credit societies for small and 
simple folk with rimpla ueeds requiring small sums only, and that their 
most useful form of business would he small loaus for short periods with 
prompt recoveries/’ Sir, even more important was the warning ^which 
they gave to the Provincial Governments, and the warning was i,n 
these terms — “that the regulative interference of Government should 
be strictly limited to the essentials so as to leave spontaneous growth 
unhampered/’ The clauses of this Bill which the House has consider* 
ed show that that warning which was uttered in the year 1904 has 
fallen on deaf ears. That warning has been completely disregarded 
# and the clauses of the Bill have been framed in order to stifle spontane- 
ous growth and to make the “regulative interference of Government' * 
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mon And more rigid. Sir, to illtH.tn.te what I «y. if I were to remind 
the House of the extraordinary power* given to the Registrar, possibly 
members who have not counted the numerous clauses conferring those 
powers will be shocked to hear that about 60 clauses have been framed 
and are going to be enacted into law giving extraordinary powers to 
the .Registrar. In addition, what is called “delegated legislation” 
but jrhat really ought to be described as ‘'lawless legislation,” or,-— if 
I may i*e the elegant words of the present l*>rd OnVf Justice of 
England,— what has been described by him as the “new despotism” ha# 
been enacted with a vengeance in this Bill. 1 find. Sir, wide rule- 
making powers given to Government covering us many ns about 
clauses. But that is not all. We find also that whereas several clauses 
of tjje Bill penalise the non-official workers, on the other hand other 
clauses give complete indemnity to the Registrar and the |»ersnns acting 
under his authority. Again, Sir. if I may remind the House, one of 
the most im|Hirtant questions in connection with co-operative legislation 
has not been attempted to be tackled. The e\j»erienee of co-operative 
legislation in other countries, both of the Hast ami of the West, ha# 
been completely disregarded. That experience leads us -and, I should 
have thought, would hate led any person dealing with co-operative 
legislation in a fair and right minded spirit— to the irresistible conclu- 
sion that tin* time was ripe, the time was more t !mn rijw* to recognise 
the futility of unlimited liabilitv societies. The time was ri|»e to 
disregard what had been said between the years 11MI4 and I?H1 mid to 
move with the modern world in the matter of co-operative legislation. 
f Ihe experience of Holland, the experience of Japan, the experience of 
Denmark, the experience of Finland, the experience of France and other 
progressive countries loin Wen entirely disregarded and where relaxation 
was called for rigidity has been enforced. Then again. Sir, coming to 
another imjmrtant provision of the Bill, namely, the provision regarding 
audit, whereas to-day one should have thought that, when the case of 
separation of audit from administration was unanswerable, the old 
system, thfc wrong system, the exploded system, of mixing up audit 
with administration still finds a place in this Bill. 

Sir, coming to another point, namely, the proposal which I find in the 
minute of dissent of my honourable friend Mr. Sat>apriyu Banerjee 
about the formation of a Council of Supervision or the alternative pro- 
posal for the formation of an Advisory Committee, !«>th of them have 
bfcen disregarded and neither of them finds a place in the Bill as it ha* 
taken shape to-day. 

Then, Sir, as regards the step* for ensuring the proper selection of 
the Registrar, all that has been said from this side of the House h a# 
fallen on deaf ears. The whole attempt, if I may summarise it in one 
word, is an attempt at offietaliaaiion, though in 11KM a clear warning* 
was given by the bureaucratic Government of India of the day to tM 
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provinciat uovernroents that the regulative interference of the Govern- 
ment should be strictly limited to essentials so as to leave spontaneous 
growth unhampered. Sir, I should have thought that instead of try- 
ing to make the movement an official or an official-ridden one, the 
Government which calls itself a popular Government should have taken 
steps, the proper steps, the necessary steps to encourage the spontane- 
ous growth of co-operative societies so that the slackness which wc 
have seen in their administration might be things of the past^ and the 
people and their representatives might be induced to take a more active, 
a more healthy, a more efficient part in the administration of co-opera- 
tive societies, and might contribute to t he well-being of the masses .»t 
large. Sir, this officialization is the thing which we on this side of the 
House condemn most to-day. This officialization might not have .been 
out of date in the year 1904, but it is certainly out of date in the year 
1940. 1 regret, Sir, that the helpful suggestions which have been made 

in the minute of dissent by a prominent member of my party have been 
disregarded completely. The result of it is that the wheels of progress 
have been impeded, and as 1 said at the start, the band of the clock has 
been sought to he put back. When 1 listened to t lie debates, and. 
particularly, to the replies of the Hon 'hie Minister in charge of the Bill, 
I was reminded of an observation which 1 read years ago in connection 
with the debate on American taxation and American conciliation. 
Edmund Burke said on that memorable occasion “invention is exhaust- 
ed. reason is fatigued, experience lias given judgment, but obstinacy 
is not yet conquered.” 

Sir, I oppose the motion for the passing of the Bill. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir. no member of Govern- 
ment ami certainly not even the most sanguine member of the Coalition 
l*ii 1 1 \ ever expected that a Bill sponsored by this Government would 
pass without a scratch from the hands of the Opposition, but the 
general manner in which the Leader of the Opposition has criticised the 
Bill encourages me to claim that the Bill is really free from serious 
defects, and line been able to attain perfection as much as is humanly 
possible. Co-operation, Sir, is not a mere child’s play. It is one of 
those hurtling problems which have engaged the attention of philanthro- 
pists all over the world, of economists who have been engaged all th«^f 
life in rendering the lives of poor jHUisants all over the country more 
pleasant, more enjoyable than it really is. Those who have got any- 
thing to do with the practical working of co-operative societies, know 
very well how stupendous is the task in which the co-operators are 
engaged 1 am aware, .Sir, of the dictums to which the Leader of the 
- Opposition has referred, and to the importance which everywhere and 
at all times has l»een attached to the necessity of non-interference as 
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much af» possible on the part of Government with the development of 
the movement. I admit. Sir, co-operation to be genuine ought to have 
its roots in the quiet, homely simple and honest lives of the villagers 
and that co-operation, if it is to succeed at ail, ought to he allowed to 
have a spontaneous growth without interference from anybody* 
Thj/igs, however, in this country, are somewhat different from those 
countries which have been mentioned by the leader of the Opposition, 
and all jho*e formulae which may be operative and be successful in 
France, Denmark, Germany and Italy can hardly be applied with 
success to the conditions prevailing in India. Those of us wlm support- 
ed the movement immediately after the Act was passed in the years 
IffUff to ]!)]*,?, when the second Act wu* passed, know very well the 
amount of opposition that Government officers had to meet from the so- 
called leaders of public opinion in their attempts to sow the seeds of co- 
operation in this province It is no pleasure for the Government to 
intervene in a public movement, if the co-ojierativc movement cun be 
really taken iy> by the people because Government have got enough of 
their own worries, of their own responsibilities, to he induced to take 
up anv additional burden. In those da)*, when this co-operative move- 
ment began in this country, jieople could not think of having anything 

do with a co-operative society unless they were assured that the 

society would be under Government supervision, that its accounts would 

be audited and sujiervised arid hooks should be even written up by 

Government officers, and that the Go-operative Department a* a 

Government department would look after the growth and expansion of 

the co-operative movement in Bengal. It is all very well to say that 

it is better to leave the societies to develop hv themselves. Experience 

has shown that as soon a* these self-governing institutions urc allowed 

to have their own way. in ^management appears; mi*uppmpt iations, 

dishonest \ and all sorts of eviU crop up. which instead of promoting the 

growth of tfn* movement really hinder its prosperity and progress. 

Government have always looked at this movement with sympathy and 

watched i*x progress from a safe distance. It is only when interference 

was absolutely necessary that Government have intervened, and in 

many cases, the complaint ha* been that the Government have not 

interfered too much. Sir, I would not discuss that point any further. 

♦ 

Now, Sir, I do realize that it would be an ideal thing if the co-opera- 
tive movement were allowed to develop by itself, and I do claim that in 
tine Bill an attempt has Wen made to decentralise power* a* much as 
possible, and although some objectionable features are still there, J am 
quit* sure that if the leader* of the people can take tip this movement 
and the Government are assured that public opinion is really in favour 
of Government holding its hands from the movement, nothing would 
give the members of Government greater pleasure than to be allowed* 
to be relieved of this responsibility of looking after this movement, 
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which is after all a peopled movement, and should be entirely in 
people’s hands. What I appeal to the leaders of political thought in 
the country is the necessity of co-operation in the fullest measure quite 
apart from our own political views or predilections. Co-operation in the 
Co-operative Department is a movement essential for the good of the 
country, i In fostering and allowing a movement like this to prosper, 
no considerations except those for the good of the country should sever 
find a place; and if I may be permitted to say even a bad Act can be 
made to serve u useful purpose, provided there is sympathy in those 
who administer the provisions of the Act and also co-operation from the 
people who are affected by the operations of the Act itself. I submit, 
therefore, that what is needed is not so much the provisions of the Act, 
hut a firm desire on the part of everyone to follow up their words with 
active sympathy. If defects arc found. Government will be prepared 
to remedy those defects as early as possible. Government can have no 
desire to appropriate power. After all, it is no advantage to Govern- 
ment to be the custodian of a movement which should essentially be in 
the hands of the leaders of t he* people. 1 do not come here to pretend 
that the Act is an ideal one Possibly it might have been improved 
upon, but I do claim that we have made a good beginning and, if 
necessary, there will be amendments if experience shows that some of 
the provisions of the Act ore either unworkable or are working to the 
detriment of the movement itself. 

As regards the various allegations that have been made, my friend 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge will certainly say a few words, hut 
before I .sit down, I take this opportunity of expressing our grateful 
thanks to the members of the Opposition who have always come forward 
to bring the point of view which they thought best for the country to 
the attention of Government and for the dispassionate manner in which 
they have throughout conducted the discussions in this House. It 
augurs well for the future of this Act that we have been able to eontiue 
the discussions in an atmosphere free from passion and prejudice, and 
I sincerely hope that the spirit in which we have worked in this House 
— the spirit of genuine co-operation -will animate the leaders of 
political thought in this country in ordey to make the Act a success and 
to bring about what we have always nt heart desired, namely, the happi- 
ness of the people of this country. (Loud cheers.) 


Tt» Hon*btt Mr. MUKUNDA BINARY MULLICK: Sir, after the 
speech just now delivered by our Leader and the Chief Minister, there 
is very little for me to say just to wind up the debate so far as the Co- 
operative Societiee Bill, which ie just sought to be passed through the 
Legislature, is concerned. 
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Sir, before I make a few observations with regard to tbe charges 
levelled against some of the provisions of the Bill by no less a person 
than the honourable Leader of the Opposition for whom I have the 
highest respect and admiration, 1 feel it my duty to offer my humble and 
respectful thanks to those of my friends who have said a few kind words 
about the work that I was able to do in connection with thij Bill. I 
take the kind observations of my old teacher Mr. Wordsworth us an 
expression of his affection for me personally, and I feel once again that 
although I was out of his class about <1(1 years ngo, I am still receiving 
that kindness from where I can expect advice and sympathy. 


With regard to the kindly sentiments expressed by two of my honour* 
able frieuds who were good enough to help me in the Select Committee— 
I r£fer to Mr. Syed Abdul Majid and Khan Bahadur A. F. M. Ahdur 
Rahman — I am indeed grateful to them for the sentiments that they 
have expressed. My friend Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, also a colleague 
of mine in the Select Committee, was good enough to give me his good 
wishes and alko to express kindly sentiments for my services in connec- 
tion with this Bill. 


Sir, although the leader of the Opposition did not see his way to use 
that expression, but if one were to read Iwtween the lines of the obser- 
vations that he made there would hardly be any doubt in any* 
Wly’s mind and none whatever in my own mind that he was also dis* 
posed to express kind sentiments, so far as the little services that I was 
able to render in connection with this Bill are concerned, /Laughter in 
Congress Benches.) (Hai IftKKNDitt Nath ClLinmrru ; That you can 
oiuit.) Even then he was not free from his misgivings, for wheu 1 
found that he was taking his lesson — if I may say so with all respect — 
just as a senior would from his junior — from my friend Mr. Satyapriya 
Banerjee as to what he would have to say, I felt sure that the honour- 
able leader of the Opposition would also not be free from those few 
things frjpn which my friends Mr. Banerjee and I)r. Sanyal have been 
suffering throughout and he also would have the same feeling. 

Now, Sir, it is said that in this Bill the Registrar has been given 
very wide powers. I would only have expected the leader of the 
Opposition to read some of the clauses to satisfy himself as to what 
these* powers were; and where there were really these power* whether or 
not there were any safeguards against any abuse of those powers. If 
those powers are there, I submit, Sir, with all respect to this House that 
they are necessary. Otherwise, it would be impossible for anybody to 
work. Sit, we have been told in our early life that rights and duties 
are co-relative terms; so also are power and responsibility. If you want 
to make an officer responsible for the discharge of his duties, that officer 
can certainly expect you to five him some power. Without that power 
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it is impossible for the officer to exercise the responsibility which you 
demand from him. If these powers are there in the Bill, it only indi- 
cates that they are necessary. As a matter of fact, all these have been 
baited upon the experience of these long years which, I think, come to 
about *16 years now. 

Now, 8ft, it is said that there has been no provision made — that 
charge was made from that side of the House — that co-operative societies 
should be allowed to develop on limited liability basis. The honourable 
Leader of the Opposition pointed out that it was on that ha>is that co- 
operative societies were created in all other countries, and he said that 
a warning was given by the Government of India in 1904 to the Provin- 
cial Governments that there should be as little intervention by Govern- 
ment as possible, so far as this movement is concerned. 

So far as that is concerned, Sir, it would appear that if, as I had 
occasions to point out in the course of discussion of this Bill, viflage 
societies were to be developed on these lines t it would fhove to be a 
barrier in the matter of supply of credit in the villages concerned. 

If one were to analyse the position, there would not be any doubt in 
anybody’s mind that for the unlimited character of the societies it would 
have lieen impossible for members of village societies to get a single 
pice to save themselves out of difficulty. (Dr. Naun\ksjia Swyal: 
Question.) No depositor would give a single pice to the movement unless 
he was as mi red of the security id' his money. Difficulties there have been 
in the past; nobody denies it. As our Leader the Chief Minister has 
said, nobody denies that there have been these mistakes, but, as 1 
maintained on various occasions in the course of this debate, we are 
busing this Bill on the experience we have gained us a result of the 
mistakes that have been mude iu the past. Because there were mistakes 
in the past, that was no reason, Sir as to why we should not In* allowed 
to rectify those mistakes so that we might be able to serve the 
best interests of the country. As I was going to say. 
Sir, these difficulties were based not upon this, but upon 
the fact that there was no provision in the old Acts of 1904 and 1912 to 
find out a formula of maximum or normal credit of the society’s 
members. Clear provision has Wn made in clause 39 which says that 
it will he the duty of the society to find out and settle the maximum or 
the normal credit of the members. We all want money. So long a* 
we go to u society for credit we must prove that we are worthy of the 
credit. A provision has been made in this Bill to find out the credit- 
worthiness of each and every member of the society. 

Sir, there is another provision in clause 33 where Government shall 
guarantee the principal and interest of the debentures of financing 
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banks. It wasVientioned by one of tuy friends of the Select Committee 
that if there was anything objectionable in this Bill 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. No 
reference to the debate in the Select Committee cun be made in the 
. House, but the Hon'ble Minister is T * 

• 

• The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I am not 
going through the proceedings. There is that one provision in this 
Bill which would take away any other provision that is said to W objec- 
tionable in this Bill, and this is that whenever financing banks float 
debentures, Government shall guarantee the priucipal and interest of the 
debentures. 

Siff, as has Wen pointed out by the Hon’ble Chief Minister, the idea 
of this co-opemti\e movement is to develop non -official organisations, 
and so sub-clause ib) of clause 10 makes it possible for ull or any of 
the powers of the Registrar to W delegated to such societies as would 
conduct their business well. 

Sir, I would not go further into details. These things show unmis- 
takably that this idea has been kept in view by Government so that the 
non-official organisations might develop from within without any inter- 
ference from outside. If there is any abuse of the jniwer, there is the 
right of appeal. So far us the question of |H»nalty is concerned, there 
is the right of appeal to the District Julge; so far us the question of 
‘ internal administration is concerned, there is the right of appeal to the 
uext higher authority. So far us the opinion expressed bv my friend 
Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed is concerned. I visualise that the time is fast 
approaching when it will W the co-operative movement to which the 
people in the countryside will huve to look for getting credit facilities to 
help themselves out of temporary difficulties. 

Sir, with these words I would just conclude. But Wfore I do so, I 
feel it my duty again to offer my thanks to the members of this 
House and particularly to my friend Dr. Sanya] and Mr. Satyapriyn 
Banerjgc for all they have said. I have accepted some of the sugges- 
ting which appeared reasonable; I have not rejected all their sugges- 
tions. I thank them even for all the abuses that they have showered 
on me, for I have taken them as compliments. I feel, as I have always 
felt, if my friends opposite say anything which is of a complimentary 
character, it always makes me apprehensive that I have gone wrong. 
But when they abuse me, I take it as compliment. Then, Sir, although 
abuse* have been showered by my friends opposite on the head of tly 
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Registrar, I feel it my duty to acknowledge with thanks all the assistance 
and help that, has been rendered to me by him not only in connection 
with this Bill but also in the discharge of my duties as the Minister in 
charge of the Department for the last three years or more. It may be, 
he has made mistakes, but that is no reason why we should not acknow- 
ledge his sendees rendered very ungrudingly. It is also my duty to offer 
my dfiulkB to another officer of the department, Mr. Rabindra Nath 
Hoy, Deputy Registrar, who is wholly responsible for Chapter* XI 
regarding Land Mortgage Bank, and I am sorry he is not here to-day, 
hut I feel that he also rendered great help in making that chapter a 
useful and operative one. Sir, I also offer my sincere thanks to the two 
Joint Secretaries, Mr. Holland and Mr. B. B. Barker, and to the tfco 
Legislative Secretaries, Mr. Benjamin with whom we started the work 
and Mr. Baker with whom we are working now. They also have not 
spared themselves in assisting me in connection with this Bill as far a$ 
possible. (Loud noise from the Opposition Benches.) Sir, last but not 
least I am thankful to you for the goodness and kindness that you 
have shown to me and also for conducting the proceedings of the House 
so ably in the midst of the turbulent situation that my friends opposite 
(’rented. Before I conclude I would once again offer my apology to you, 
Sir, for any defects of my department in connection with this Bill that 
might have caused inconvenience to you and to your department, hut I 
hope you will fully realise the difficulties in our wav. I offer my apo- 
logy* once again to you, Sir. 

With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

The motion of the Hon ’hie Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick that in 
clause *d( 7 ) , line for the figure the figure and letter be 

substituted, was then put and agreed to. 


Mr. SPEAKER : There is only one thing which I would like to say 
before I put the motion to vote. Election of the Deputy President of 
the Council will be held to-morrow, and this will take some time. The 
Council might sit a little late and, therefore, I propose that we might 
sit at 5 p.tn., to-morrow. 


Dr. HALINAKSHA SANYAL: It is our misfortune that these 
things happen on non-official days. 


Mr. SPEAKER t Our misfortunes have no bounds. 
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The motion that the Bengal Co-operative Societies Bill, 1939, aa 
get tied in the Assembly be passed, was then put and a division taken 
with the following result: — 


AYES— SI. 


AM* AMs, Ma*aaa ms. 

Aft***ata, Mr. Mina. 

AM* Nate. Mr. N. 

AMal ftatha, Maahrl. 

AM* NaklMWiSrawpart, Ma*vl MS. 

AM* NaaUS, Mr. A. M. 

AM* Ma«M Shaft, Maalvi, 

AM* KaSar, Mr. (alias Ul Mtafe). 

AM* Kart at, Mr. 

AftSal Ms|M, Mr. Sy*. 

AMir Rahaiaa, Khaa RaftaSar A. P. M. 

AMir Rath*. Maahrl MS. 

AMm 9m*. Maalvi MS. 

AftMar Rtu SfttarShary. Khaa liltlar Maalvi. 
Aftal Haula Ahat*, Mr. 

AftaiM All MrlSha, Maalvi. 

AStulAa Ah at*. Khaa lihiiur Maahrl. 
Ashratati, Mr. M. 

A ah* Haaaaia Khaa. khaa BahaSar Maalvi. 
Aihar Alt, Maalvi. 

OaSraSia)a. Mr. ly*- 
Slrhatyr*. Sir Maury. Bart. 

Oiaaaa, Mr. Rasik Ul. 

DM. Mr. Aaakal OkaaSra. 

Oaa. Rat Sahii Klrtl Skawa. 

Ctfkar, Mr. IlMaSraaalh. 

ParftaS Rasa CkivAtn, Mr. M. 

Parftat Baa* Kkaaaai, B»|«" 

Pa** Nap, tM Naa'ftla Mr. A. K. 

Paafal Qaatftr, Khaa BahaSar Maalvi. 

Past ar Rahaiaa, Mr. (Daaaa). 

Paator Rahaiaa, Mr. (Myaiaaaiagft). 

Batata, Mr. •. A. 

Oaraag, Mr. Oaaihar flagft. 

OyaaaMJa AhauS. CbaaOary, AlhatJ. 
MaftMaMah, th« Naa'Ma Ha«ah BahaSar R-. * 
Bam. 

MaitaMla Ckaalkarl, Maalvi. 

MtaiWaasia AhaiM. Khaa UMft. 

Maarktaga, Mr. R. 4. 

May *a«S. Mr. Ragart. 


HiriMl, Mr. M. A. P. 

la* Ahw* Mia, Maalvi. 
tipahaai, Mr. M. A. N. 

K ahN a SSt a Khaa, Khaa Bahaaar Maalvi. 
Mahtaftassta Akatai, Kkaa Bahaiar Maahrl. 
Maaftai, Mr. Birat Mt»lri. 

Maatat, Mr. Sagat ShaaSrt. 

MaalraMla A kkaa a, Maalvi. 

Maftaan* AH, Khaa BahaSar. 

Mahiia Ail, Mr. MS. 

Maalta All Mattah, Maalvi M. 

Margaa, Mr. Btargt. 

Mvhaaaai Aftal. Kkaa BahaSar Maahrl Syai. 
Mahaaaai Itkagaa. Maalvi. 

MahaaaaS I trail, Maalvi. 

MakaaaaS IMHitt, Khaa Baka«ar Or. DyaS. 
Mtliaatl l*aiaaa, Kkaa lakik Maahrl. 
Malllak, Ika Haa'M* Mr. Mahaaaa Bahary. 
MaHkk. Mr. Palla Btkary. 

Natamllak, RawtbtaSa K. 

Rahaiaa, Khaa BahaSar A. M. L. 

Raikat, Ikt Naa'ftla Mr. Praaaaaa Daft. 

Ray, Mr. Ohaaaajay. 

Ray, Mr. Patiraai. 
l*art*Sia Altai*. Mr. 
taftafta-Alaai, Mr. ly*. 

S*laa, Mr S. A. 
tartar, Bafta MMhataSaa. 

Saataaa. Mr. Raftart 

laa. Rat BahaSar Aagaaft OhaaSra. 

SaraJ* *a», Mr. 

SliaftaftaMia, Mr. Kharaja, B.B.I. 

IftiamrMta Altai* KftaMhar, Mr. 
lirtar, Bafta Utta Maaia. 

Stavaa, Mr. 4 . W. R. 
laftrawarPy. lha Naa'ftla Mr. N. S. 

Tat* Aftia* OftaaPftary, Maalvi NaJJ, 

Walfttr, Mr. W. A. M. 

War Rata arlft, Mr. W. A 
Y«t»l All thaatftary, Mr. 

Zahar Altai* OhaaShary. «•**• 


AM* Sahhar Nlvii, Mr. MS. 
AM* Waft*, Maalvi. 

AM N aaaa la lavhar, Maahrl. 
Ah* Pa*. Mr. MS. 

AMsM Khaa, Mr. SyaS. 
AMaiaSSha AhwaS* Mr. 
MaMarg. Mr. P. 

Maaarg, Mr. Salpa Prtya. 
Baaarfaa, Mr. tM a aM . 
Maaarlaa, Or. Barwh Chaasra. 
Banata, Oafta Praaahari 
Oaaa, Mr. S*M*0 «*»• 


MO IS— SO. 
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fta**af MawJa, Mr. 
HakkarjM, Mr. •. 


Mvkkar/I, Or. Iftarat OkiMn. 

MaRfck, OrfjMt Aikatart. 

•aatfcar AN, Mr. IfM. 
la«biMH Afcautf, Mr. 

«*f. Mr, QAin Mmln. 

** 

% 

The A yen being 81 and Noes 


Rif, Mr. KJnui laakar. 

*n, Mr. Muwtti Ratk. 
M»M Or. IKMiktlt. 

Mr*. fttftt*. 

lluauaM* AkaM, Mr. M. 
*‘»K trijat MHiHn Ikma. 
lar, Mr. M artaJra Kaamr. 
WtNar Rafcaua, Maalvl. 
Zaaiaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


•50, the motion was agreed to. 


Adjournment. 


It being 8-02 p.m. — 

The Hcm.se was adjourned till 5 p.m. on Friday, the 2nd August 
1040, in the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1938 

Thk Assembly met in (lit* Assembly House, Calcutta, on # Friday, 
the €nd August, 1941), at '» p.iu. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Jhm'hle Khan Huhadur M. Azizvl Hauve, im.k.) 
in the Chair, 10 H oti’hle Ministers and 209 member*. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Lathi oharge on peaceful citizens holding meeting for removal of 
Holwell Monument. 

*101. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : (a) N the Honble 
Minister in chuige of the Home Dejnirt ineiit awaie 

(») that in connect ion with the movement foi the removal of the 
Holwell Monument a public meeting wan held at tin* Town 
Hall on the *lrd Juh , lit It), on the occasion of Strajuddouhih 
Da y ; 

(ti) th^t Satyu'/raha movement ha* been started from that date; and 

(in) that there was latht charge by the Police on citizen* who were 
returning after the termination of the? said meeting Y 

(6) Will the HovTble Minister 1m* pleased to wtate, from the 'ltd 
July, J1940, up to date — 

* (f) the number of person* arrested in connection with tho 

Sat \/a</riiha movement ; and 

(m) the numbei of them that are — 

(1) Hindu*, and 

(2) Muslim* Y 



03 QUESTIONS. [2nd Avo., 
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MINISTER In charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blt 

Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) ( i ) and («) Yes. 

(i/V) No. 

(b) (t) 2 88 up to 21st July, 1940. 

(H) <l) 284 and (2) 4. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to 
answer ( a){ni ), will the Hon’ble Minister please state if it is a fact that 
ou the 4th July reports of a lathi charge by the police were published 
in all the daily newspapers of Calcutta including the AzadY 


The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it nil depends on 
what is called a lathi charge. The processionists or rather the crowd 
wanted to go through the prohibited area and the police stopped and 
disjiersed the crowd. • 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Was it with the baton 
or the lathi v r , 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The police brandished 
their lathi * , l believe. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: They simply brandished 
their lathi* and not used them ! 


Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : The reply w a categorical 
“No” to question (ri)tm) regarding the lath i charge; will the Hon’ble 
Minister now please state whether it is a fact that protest matings were 
held in different parts of Calcutta on the 4th and 5th July, 1940, 
protesting against the lathi charge by the jxdicey 


Tha Hon’ bit Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 believe protest meet- 
ings were held. 


Mr. dOClSH CHANDRA CUPTA: With regard to answer (6)(w), 
namely, that 2H4 Hindus and 4 Muslims were arrested in connection 
with the satgagrahn movement, will the Hon’ble Minister please tell ue 
how many Muslim sat go grain s were beaten away with lathis instead of 
lying arretted ? 
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Thi Hon’bta Khwijt Sir NA2IMUDDIN: Sir, this is absolutely 

incorrect, this matter of Wing Waten away with lathi*; no oiu? was 
beaten away by lathts. 


Flood in otrtiin parts of Khulna. 

*^02.^ Mr. PATIRAM ROYS to) Is the Double Minister in charge 
of the Communications ami Works Department aware — 

(0 that the ullages ot Durgapiu, Kridharpur, Kamnagur, etc., in 
|Ntlire-**tat ion Ashashuni, Khulna, are being visited by 
annual flood; 

fc») that there has Wen failure of crops foi the lust few \ ears ; 

(ft/) that a ctoN'-hund has Wen raised on the Dhaporekhal ; 

that the l)ha)M)tekhnl is the onl\ liver through which the waiter 
of jhe above villages tan tioeh pass; and 

{>) t hat the raising < »f su< h a rioss-lmml ovet the Dhaporekhul hits 
made the aiea vv atei -logged ami unfit for cultivation?* 

(It) 1 If the answer to or) m in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister he pleased to state what actum the Hoverument contemplate 
taking in the matter'' 

MINISTER in charga of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Handy, of Costing 

bazar) : (o> <m ami I/M lam informed that there has been no abnormal 

flooding e\eept in a small area of Takipur itmuzrt and that the failure 
of croje» ha- been negligible e\(«*j»t jn that muuzu. 

(in) Yes. 

(*rl and tr) Takipur man;a appears to have been affected by the 
bund. Other villages have drainage outlets. 

(6) An enquiry will he made. 

Mr. AY ED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: With refeieiice to answer 
(6), will the Hon'lde Minister please state whether if it transpired after 
inquiry that there was heavy flood in that particular mnuzn he will 
provide adequate relief for the sufferers there?* 

Tho Hon 9 bit Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Costimbazar: 

Sir, if as a result of the proposed inquiry it transpires that the flood has 
prejudicially affected that area, certainly steps will be taken to provide 

relief. 
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Water-hyacinth menace in Mohonpur Union off Palma. 

•103. Mr. MD. BARAT ALI: («) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) whether the people under Mohonpur Union in the district of 
Ihihnu have U*en repeatedly praying lor the destruction of 
water-hyacinth ; and 

(it) that year alter year water-hyacinth has been causing damage 
to paddy which i*< the only eiop of the locality? 

(ft) It the uiisvwt to (n) is in the alhrnrative, what action do the 
Government propose to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): •( « ) Yes. 

(ft) The question of the erection of a twelve-mile long barrier so as 
to prevent water-hyacinth spreading to the paddy fields of the locality 
is under consideration. „ 


Babu MADHU8UDAN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state how long Government will take to finish the consideration 
of the matter? Will they he able to finish the matter during the flood 
or after the flood when no harrier will be necessary ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, Government expects 
to come to a derision very soon. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please slate for liow many years the people of Mohonpur *Tnion had 
Ikmmi praying for the remedy of this distress? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I do not know for 

how many years. Hut this much I know that paddy in that area is 
being destroyed by water-hyacinth for a long time and the people are 
making repeated prayers to Government for redress. 


Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the llon ble Minister 

please state whether he is in a position to give us some definite idea 
when this Imrricude for the prevention of water-hyacinth can be 
etpeeted to he erected — this year or next year? 
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Tht Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Thin year, of course, 

it is out of the question. It may he possible next year. 

Flood in Noakhali town. 

*** 

••104. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge » » f the Revenue Department awjire — 

tfiat ' er\ recently the Noakhali town was visited hy flood ; 

(it) that a portion of the road hading from Sonapur to the town 

, "as washed uwa\ and a hreai h 1 plaee preventing otfi rials 

residing at Sonapur from attending the courts and oflire# 
tor a day ; 

(*n) that the erosion of the town by the Noakhali khal , extending 
from Montier tihona to the railway station, is proieediug; 

(tr) that several houses in the Taltola ward have already been 
washed away ; 

O') that several other houses are in the danger zone; and 

(rfl that it is apprehended that a large number of residents of the 
Taltola ward would he tendered homeless within a short 
time Y 

(In If the answer to lu> is in the ulhimutrve, will the llon'hle 
Minister 1 m* pleased to state - 

fi) whether the (iovernment have eome to a final derision regard- 
ing tin* loeation ot tin* permanent headquarter* ot the 
Noakhali district; and 

( n ) if so, when is the (onstruetion work < » f the new town likely 
to rommenre!" 

• 

MINISTER in chargt of tht REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tttt 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (m(n Ye*. 

(ri) No. In order to replace an old galvanised iron pipe for water- 
passage hy a new one, the Distrot Hoard elos.nl the road on Sunday, 
the 7 til July, 11140, when the tide in the khal rose to a very high level 
and the opening in the road was widened. The new pipe was set oti 
the same day and the breach was filled up working late hours at night. 

* As ij was a Sunday there was no question of officials ln*ing prevented 
from attending courts and offices. 

(in) Yes. ill some parts. 

(ir) Due to erosion, some houses had to lie removed. 
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(r) Some more houses may be affected by erosion in the near 
future. 

(n) If the erosion continues in this way, further damage is appre- 
hended. * 

•*%v 

(b) The matter is under consideratiori%nd a decision is expected to 
tie reached very shortly. 


Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Will the Ilon ble Minister please 
state when Government can arrive at a decision — t lie approximate time? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Very shortly, Sir. 

v 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the llon’hle Minister please 
state if he is aware that there is no place for accommodation in the 
present town of the residents whose houses have been washed away 
or are being threatened by the erosion of the khnlY 


TN Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. Sir, Gov- 
ernment are a ware that there is no room for expansion ot the town. 


Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the llon’hle Minister please 
state if there is a projmsal before the Government for cutting a khal 
from Mon tier Ghonu which is calculated to divert the canal and stop 
the erosion of the town by the Xoukhali khnlY 


the Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government 
have received a memorial recently fiom certoiu inhabitants of the town 
to that effect. 


Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR EUR: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
of the fact that every \ ear during the rains Hoods visit the town 
constantly Y 


The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Ye*, Sir, f am 
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Mf« SYED fcBDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
if he will consider the desirability of taking immediate action on that 
memorial ? 

The Hon’ble Str BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, action has 
already been tfiY>n on the memorial. 


Utilisatioh of education grant for non-Covemment Moondery aohoole 

for girls. 

^•105. Khan Bahadur Mautvi FAZLUL QADIR: Will the Hon’blo 

Minister in » barge of the Education Department la* ph ased to state — 

t»> the amount placed at th* 1 disposal of the Inspect tens of School*, 
Eastern Cirrlt* tDarra» and Western Ciiele, re-peetivrl v, out 
of the additional grant of Its. 1 .UO.tHHI sanctioned tor the 
lionet n>\ eminent MMomlarv schools for girls, Pld!t*40; 

(u) tin* present number ot mm-tio\ernment Muslim 

(1) high English, ami 

(ID middle English schools, 
in the J’roMiiee; 

(i/i> tlie number of them that exist in Daeca Uircle; 

(//•) tb«* amount spent foi the high English ami middle English 
s< bools meant for* - 

(H Muslim fills' srhonl only, and 

(2) other girls’ schools; and 

(r> the amount that has been -pent under the following heads, 

namely,- — 

(1) additional reeutring grant, 

(2) capital grant, 

ED furniture grant, and 
(4) stipends for girls, 
for — 

i A > Muslim girls’ schools, and 
(ID other girls’ s< bools? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hoft’ble Mr. A. K. FazIql Hlfq): A statement furntehtog the required 
particulars is placed on the tnbU. 



Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 10S. 
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Raj HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please refer to column IV of the statement and state how many 
schools are included under sub-head (#> and how many under sub- 
head (?*)? 

Ths Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There are 15 Muslim 

girls' schools and the number of non-Muslim girls’ schools in the 
PresTdcncv and llurtl .« n Division* is (*M and in the Dacca Circle there 
are 42. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: And in the other two 

Divisions — Rajshahi and Chittagong Y ** 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There me two Circle# only 
under the Inspectresses of S< hools for presidency and Burdwan 
Divisions. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARY MAITI: In \iew of the larger numl»er 
of girls* .schools under head (r> other gills’ si hools, does not the 
Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of spending a larger amount 
for other girls’ schools under “Stipends for girls”)' In column 5 it in 
shown that a sum of Rs. 4. Kid has been spent as stipends for Muslim 
girls, whereas ioi other girls* m hoois only Rs. 2, MOM has been spent. 
Does not tin* llon’lde Minister consider that it would be better if a 
larger amount is spent on “Utlier girls’ schools” Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is ,» question of opinion. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARY MAITI: Is not the Hon’ble Minister 
in a position to increase the amount now spent as stipends for ’’Other 
girls’ schools’ * '? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As a matter of fart t he 
amount s|^>nt on Muslim girls schools is far below 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The question is nlmut st i pends. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as stipends are 
concerned, this figure does not take into account the stipends given 
from Special sources, as fof instance stijwnds for scherlulerl castes, 
b&ckward r lasses and others. Tor other girls schools, the figure of 
fie. 2, MUM would be much bigger if the other figures are taken into 
account. If accurate hgttw* in detail are wanted, I promise to give 
them as erfrly as possible. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are these figures given h^re not 
correct? 
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Th® KoAl)ll Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They ere correct. I have 
got before me other figures. I have sent for the file, and I find there 
are other figures which have not been printed. 

Or. ftALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I would draw your attention 
to column 2 where it is stated that a complete list of these schools is 
placed on the table. 

♦ ' 

Th® Mon’ble Mr, A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have got it with me. Sir. 

Dr. NAI^JNAKSHA 8ANYAL* It is not on the library table. 
When it is said it is placed on I lie table, it must be printed. v 

Th® Hon'ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Possibly through some 
oversight it has not been printed. I have got a complete list and if I 
get time 1 shall he able to supply all the information. 

I 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If you hold buck this question for 
further information, then he would be able to supply it. 

Th® Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: If that is done, I shall be 
able to give all the information. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(amwert to which were laid on the table) 

8earch of Mrs. Hemaprov* Majumdar’s house by police. 

Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR: i a ) Is th« Hon’ble 

Min ister in charge of the Homo ( Police i Department aware — 

(i) that the residence of Mi*. Hemajnova Majumd.ir, was 

searclied on tin* morning of the Kith July, HMD; 

(if) that the Intelligence Branch Office! who « omlucted the search, 
declined to give out his name; pud * 

(ui) that the Intelligence Hranch Officer reluctantly said “Intelli- 
gence liiunch Officers art* instructed not to give their 
names” and t he party had no right to a*k his name 1* 

{fn If the answer |o (<t) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bl® 
Minister !>e pleased to state whether the Intelligence Branch Officer® 
h^v® been instructed not to give out their names during a search? 
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( c ) If the answer to {b) is in the affirmative, #iH the llon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what means, if any, am available to the 
owner of the house searched to discriminate the police ftffieofa from 
tresspassers, thieves, dacoits or other design ing peisons? 

(r/) Will the Ron’hle Minister be pleaded to state the name of the 
Intelligence Branch Officer who was deputed to search premises No. &1, 
Russa Rond, on the morning of the Kith duly, KMU? ^ 

(r> Will the Hon’ble Minister be jileused to state what *c»nm he 
proposes to take against the said office! who showed teni]H*r and refused 
to give out his identity? <, 

**Yhe Hon’ble Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: to) »»). in) and <M Yw. 

(/y f He said so, but not reluctantly. 

(c ) As uniformed police officers aie always present with u muni formed 
officer^ there can bo no confusion. 

{•A It is not in the public interest to do so. 

{a The officer was c arrying out instinct nu»s in refusing to give his 
name. No action is considered net essar\ . 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer {t ), will 
the 1 Ion hie Minister he pleased to state if any undesirable person 
accompanied the Police Officers in uniforms to do the search, what 
remedy has tin* owner of the* house against that contingency v 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon hie Minister 
* be pleased to state if it is a fact that the Intelligence Hmncli Officers 
have got no uniforms? 

The Hon'bl# Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: 1 don't flunk that it is a 
fact that they have got no uniforms. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : With reference to his 
answer, will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state why they do not 
use their uniforms while they conduct a search like this? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is quite patent. 

• 

* Tht Hon'bU Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: First of all, I would like 
to drew the attention of the honourable member to answer (f). 
Uniformed Police Officer* are always present with ununiformed officers 
whenever & seereh is conducted; secondly, I would ask the member to 
recollect that a very Urge number of these Special Branch officers have 
been killed and injured, and therefore special protection has got to bf 
given to them. # 
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Or.' ffitLINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer ( e), 
naty I enquire how many ununiformed persons were there in the conn* 
of this particular search? 

Th. Ifon'bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (</), will 
the'dfon'hle Minister he pleased to state whether it is also in the public 
interestiHiiot to disclose the names and identity of ununiformed persona,, 
wfco are taken as witnesses to search? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDOIN: Certainly not. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN : Will the Hon’ hie Minister he pleased 
to consider the desirability of introducing a system of issuing some 
tokens at the time of search? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: As V have already 
staled, the uniformed Police Officers are always there and if anybody 
1ms got u complaint to make, oil that lie need do is to take down the 
numbers of those uniformed officers and through them we oun always 
trace the officer who has gone there and effective enquiry can he mode 
and action taken if there is any irregularity. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state it in the course of this search any uniformed Police 
Officer was present? 

Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: I understand that they 
were present, because it is the practice always to he preseut. I have 
not made any definite enquiries about this fact, hut I believe that it is 
always the practice. 

< 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble 

Minister he pleased to make «n enquiry whether uniformed Polioe 
Officers were present? 

Tht Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDOIN: Certainly. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With reference to answer (d) 9 
will the Hon’ble Minister lw» pleased to enlighten us if the Polioo 
Officers do not go in uniform or do not use any token whatsoever, and 
if in the <*oursc of a search they misappropriate any property of the 
house, wlmt recourse have the people got to find out that particular 
officer ? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: For the time being there is no reniefy for this 
question. It is purely hypothetical. * 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 

pleased to state if it is the practice of such officers to state their 
designations, if not their names, or the office they hold if any enqttfty 
is made? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: From the answers of the 
question, it appears that the officer did state that he belonged to the 
Special Branch of the Calcutta Police. 

D/. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: It is not a question of belonging 
to the Special Branch, but the question is whether he is an Inspector, 
or Sub-Inspector, or Constable or any thing like that. 

• 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Speaking off-hand, I see 
no renM>n why that information should not be given, but I would like 
to look into this question and if there is no serious objection, instruc- 
tion* will he issued to the effei t that if questioned they must give 
their designation: 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the lion hie 
Minister he pleased to state it the Intelligence Branch Officer was not 
accompanied bv a uniformed Police Officer or did not give out his 
designation, whether he will he in a position to answer jmrt (c) of the 
question differently? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN : No. I personally hold 

that it will he an illegal action and very serious steps will he taken 
against the officer if such a thing is done. 

I personalis hold that if ununi formed Intelligence Officers want to 
act without uniformed Police Officer or any written authority, naturally 
he will he absolutely out of order. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: In that case will you be 
prepared to take nation? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja fir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly. 

Efftet of Prohibition in NoakhaJi. 

57. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Will the JfotTble # 
Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased «to 
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lay on file table a statement showing, in the distr f Noakhali, 
imnieiiiateJ^- before the prohibition was introduced there — 

(») the number of country liquor shops; and 
% 

(u) the number of ganja shops? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether fjanja 
ehops have been abolished with the introduction of prohibit iop in Noa- 
khali ? 

‘\c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will ihe Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(/) the number of yanja shojw existing at present in the district; 
and 

(f?) the reasons for not abolishing the yan ja shops there? 

c 

MINISTER in chirga of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’blt Mr. Pra&anna Dob Raikut): («>(/) 4. 

(it) J6. 

(b) No. 

(r) ( i ) If). 

(u) There was no local demand foi the ab(dition of these shops. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the liquor shops were abolished on account of 
the local demand, or according to the Government policy? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Government 

policy. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE; On a matter of privilege, Sir. We 
have been putting supplementary questions to the previous question, 
and all of a sudden without giving us any chance you have passed on 
to the next question. It is a very important question, vSir. Secretary 
did not even call out No. 67. 

Mr* SPEAKER. Secretary did call out the next question. No. 57. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view of the Government 
policy, will the Hob ble Minister consider the desirability of abolishing 
yanja shops there ? 


Tht Hon’bto Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: No. 



. Mr. SYEIf JALALUOt>IN HASHEMY: With ntertooe to 

answer (c) (it), will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state if it ia i 
fact that the policy of prohibition depends upon the local djgnandP 


The Hwi’irm:* 

demand for drinks Y 


TJw Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: My honourable 
friend may remember that we introduced partial prohibition on an 
experimental basis in Noakiiali. 


Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the lion ble Minis- 
ter be pleased to state whether he considers it consistent with the 
Government policy of partial prohibition that not a single ganja shop 
should be abolished Y 


THE Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: The honourable 
member mu> ha\e noth cd in the paper- that in view of the recent 
judgment of the Homha\ High Court it is difficult to introduce total 
prohibition 


Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: Ik it difficult it. view of 
the judgment .if the Boiubux High Court even to abolish one shop out 
there in Xoakhali Y 


The Hon'ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: 

able member please repeat his question Y 


Will the honour- 


Mr. 8PEAKER : The Hon ble Minister has suicl that there cannot 
be total prohibition, but since prohibition i- the ultimate aim of Gov- 
ernment why was no effort made by Gowrnment in this direction by 
abolishing even one shop? That is what the honourable member wants 
to know. • 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: I cannot give him 
the correct reason. As far u« 1 can understand, probably it was not 
possible due to smuggling or other reasons to abolish these shops. 

• 

•Mr. dOCEBH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is Government finding diffi- 
culty in the matter, because the present Government have a liking for 
ganja in place of country liquor? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sure you realise that that question doe# not 
ftriae. (Laughter. ) 

7 
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Mr; |YfD MUtUOOIN HAfHEMY: Attain wfth reference to 
ftuewer (e)(ii), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to explain the term 
* ‘local demand"? Are we to understand that the local demand from 
the ganjar smoking public 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise, 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there was any "shop-doubling” during this perfbd? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It seems both of you understand each other? 
(Laughter.) 


NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTION. 

Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, may I have your leave* to 
speak for only five minutes? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understood that the Ilon'ble the Chief Minister 
would conclude the debate on resolution No. 2 now ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, 
Sir. Why should it he so? The point is that when the question is 
put, then the question of division does not come in. As you might 
very well remember. Sir, when a question is put you generally say 
that the question will be put after the Hon'hle Minister has spoken and 
the debate continues. In this case, when the dehate was continuing, 
closure motion was put and the House decided that the debate should h* 
continued. There was no question that onh the Chief Minister would 
be allowed to speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Hut was not the division on the question of with- 
drawal of the resolution? That was after the closure motion. In the 
meantime you moved your motion when there was objection that the 
Chief Minister did not speak. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Dacca): If I may remind you. Sir, 
Mr. Badrudduja was on his legs when the House adjourned. It follow* 
that the discussion was intended to Ik* continued. 

Dr. NALINAKtHA SANYAL: May I submit in this connection. 
Sir, on this point that it is entirely within your power to decide 
whether there was sufficient debate or not? You had on that occasion 
exercised your discretion and allowed the matter to be decided by the 
vote of the House, but you could have even without the vote of the 
House decided at that moment. 
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♦ Nm»*M Khwaja ti# NAZIMUDDIN: Fader what tnUf 

WEAKER: That matter does not require any rule. The 
Speaker has inherent power to close a debate in order that the debate 
might not be continued for days together with a view to “defeating 1 * 
other resolutions. 

V* Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On the other hand, Sir, 
if the debate is of such an important character where an expression of 
opinion is being asked from this House as to the future constitution of 
India 

SPEAKER: Order, order. I hope, Sir Naximuddin, you will 
not argue with me. (Laughter. ) 

I shall consult the proceedings to see what actually happened. 
(After consulting the proceedings . ) I am sorry ; I think Sir Naxim- 
uddiif is right. The withdrawal motion was finished and thereafter 
the closure mstion wus put. 

Yes, Mr. Pulin Behary Mullick. 

Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Mr Speaker, Sir, the main 
proposition of Mr. Maqhul Husain is that the future constitution of 
India should be framed by it Constituent Assembly. But, Sir, how in 
this C 'onstituent Assembly to U* formed Y He answers by saying that 
it should he burned on the basis of adult fiancliise It appears so 
innocent at first sight that according to him it should he adopted 
without an\ question. But, Sir, is it reull\ so innocent as if appears Y 
1 submit, Sir, that it is not so. In order to fully realise its implica- 
tion, it is necessary to take into account the population of India and 
the numerical strength of the various important communities. Roughly 
speaking, the population of India is dot) millions, of whom HO millions 
are Muslims and 00 millions Scheduled Castes. The Caste Hindus are 
in an overwhelming majority. This proportion will naturally be 
reflected i?i the (’onstituent Assembly formed on the basis of adult 
franchise. Therefore, the position is this — that even by a combination 
amongst themselves the Muslims, the Scheduled Castes, and the other 
minority communities will yet full far short of the numerical strength 
of the majority community, namely, the caste Hindus. 

Therefore, the minority communities will be at the mercy of the 
nfkjority community. But, Sir, Mr. Maqbul Husain provides a safe- 
guard for the protection of the rights and interests of the Muslima. In 
this connection, be ought to have taken into account the other unfor- 
tunate minority communities, namely, the Scheduled Castes, the 
Anglo-Indians and the Indian Christians. But be has omitted to 
mention these minority communities. He fays, Sir, that the Muslima 
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alone in such a Constituent Assembly will decide theiFown course «of 
action and that the representatives of the other communities will kave 
no voice in their decision. But, Sir, is it really an effective safe- 
guard? I submit, it is not. The reason is simple. At the time of 
election, the majority community by the strength of their number will 
cause to be returned representatives from the minority communities 
who will be completely under the thumb of the majority community, 
and they will be made to act according to their bidding and^even 
against their own interests. Freedom of conscience and freedom of 
action will be conspicuous by theif absence. (Mr. Abu Hossain 
Sabkah : Have a Scheduled Castes xthan just like Pakisthan!) This 
is beside the point at issue. 

Therefore, these so-called representatives cannot by any stretch of 
imagination l>e called the representatives of the people whom they will 
be made to represent in such a Constituent Assembly. 

Sir, I submit that Mr. Husain has not gone deep into the matter. 
He has simply been lured by its rosy colour. His conception of 
Constituent Assembly lacks in comprehensiveness ahd lamentably 
overlooks the real danger to the minority communities. Therefore, the 
lesolution, us it stands, cannot be accepted by the House. I, therefore, 
appose the resolution. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is n matter of some 
surprise that u resolution like this should have been brought before 
this House when the leader of the Krishak Praja Party himself made 
it clear in his speech that it was not properly drafted. The issues with 
which the resolution seeks to deal have so far baffled solution at the 
hands of even the foremost leaders of the country and certainly that 
solution is not lurking in the Krishak Praja back benches of this 
House. 1 would not have taken the time of the House by speaking on 
such a resolution had it not been for the fact that on the last occasion 
when this was under debate Ur. Svamaprasad Mookerjee indulged in 
such a vigorous wallowing in the communal mire that aVeph from 
this .side of the House is necessnrj 

Sir, the All-India Muslim League, the only authoritative body 
entitled to speak for the Muslims of India, has determinedly opposed the 
method of a Constituent Assembly for the framing of India's future 
constitution. The reasons which have led the Muslim league tb do so 
have been repeatedly explained by responsible leaders of our national 
organisation. Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee’s speech on this resolution 
is the greatest j\p»tification for the attitude of the Muslim League. 
Almost every sentence in that speech drove a nail into the coffin of the 
Constituent Assembly proposal. If any proof were still needed to show 
that the Hindus and the Muslims were not one nation but two very 



NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTION. 


85 


1 WG.J 

different peoples, then Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee ’s speech furnished 
that proof. I hope, Sir, the House will bear with me if I refer to that 
speech in some detail in support of my contention. 

Sir, Dr. Mookerjee told the House that he was unable to appreciate 
the statement of Mr. Badrudduja that the unsympathetic trvauny of 
the |Iindu majorities against Muslim minorities had been a matter of 
deep concern to the Muslims of India. The very next moment, how- 
ever, Dr. Mookerjee went on t<f declare that the Hindus had ls*c<>ma 
positively intolerant of the unsympathetic tyranny of the Muslim 
majority in this province. I ask the House to pause for one moment 
tffuT understand the implication of these statements and the attitude 
which underlies them. Has not Dr. Mookerjee made it perfectly 
clear. Sir, that when the Muslims are oppressed he even fails to under- 
stand why they should protest but lie himself becomes loud in his 
protest against what he calls tyranny against the Hindus of Bengal? 
Sir, Dr Sy umjtprasud Mookerj«n* declared that during the last three 
years the Bengal Hindus had passed through “tremendous sufferings.” 
And what were these sufferings? Let me, Sir, catalogue those 
tremendous sufferings of the poor Hindus of Bengal for the benefit of 
Dr. Mookerjee and of the House. 

Suffering No. 1 i*» the inquisition of a part of the primary education 
cess on the Hindu zamindars of Bengal — u mattet of a few pies in the 
rupee — and the consequent advancement of literacy and education 
among the predominantly Muslim masses. This is Dr. Mookerjee’* 
idea of tyranny on the Bengal Hindus. 

The second suffering is the working of t ho Debt Settlement Board* 
which has relieved the predominantly Muslim masses of unduly heavy 
and exorbitant amount of interest (barged at high rates by usurer*. 
But in spite of this the very fact that some Hindu money-lender* have 
been deprived of their full pound of flesh looms tragically in the eye* 
of Dr. Mookerjee and his friends and this constitutes another tremend- 
ous suffering inflicted ujam the helpless Hindus of Bengal, 

For a similar reason, Sir, the Money-lenders Act, which has just 
become law, constitutes another act of tyranny and oppression bv the 
Muslim majority in the eyes of Dr. Mookerjee and his friends. 

Sir* the fourth act of mortal oppression committed on the Hindu* of 
Bengal is the amendment of the Calcutta Municipal Act. The Act 
maintains the Hindu majority in the Corporation quite in tart and 
although it gives two or three seats more to the Muslims, it leave* them 
hopelessly outnumbered by the Hindus. In spite of this, it is con- 
sidered to be an art of oppression. I>r. Mookerjee, having failed to 
Tally all the Hindus in the Corporation of Calcutta with hi* cry 
of Hinduism in danger and having in consequence failed |o 
capture power, mounts public platforms and comes to this House to 
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five utterance to his anguished despair and to hurl invectives at the 
Muslim community. (Cries of “hear,” “hear” from the Coalition 
Parly.) 

The fifth suffering, Sir, is the distribution of public services between 
Hindus and Muslims on the basis of 00 : 00. Dr. Mookerjee .con- 
veniently forgets that even to-day almost in every’ branch of the pgblic 
service the Hindus preponderate and this preponderance will continue 
in all likelihood for the rest of Dr. Mookerjee’s natural life. Even 
after that the operation of the Government decision will only bring the 
Muslims up to 50 per cent, and leave the Hindus the other 50 per cent, 
although their population is less. In spite of this fact, Dr. Mookerjee 
raises the spectre of tyranny and oppression and sends out frenzied 
alarums throughout the province which virtually amount to an incite- 
ment to a civil war. It is said, Sir, that in deciding to appoint non- 
Bengali Muslims to Muslim vacancies when suitable Bengali Muslims 
are not available for certain kinds of posts, another act of tyranny has 
been committed on Dr. Mookerjee's co-religionists. The logic of this 
allegation can only he understood by the gentlemen of the Hindu 
Mahasahha and the Congress. Sir. after all, if non-Bengali Muslims 
are appointed they will be appointed to fill up only the share reserved 
for Muslims and not a fraction will he taken from the share fixed for 
the Hindus. How this can be constituted into an act of tyranny is a 
matter which only a crooked communal mind can appreciate. 

Sir, these are the “terrible oppressions” of which Dr. Mookerjee 
complains. These are the “tyrannies” of which he has become 
intolerant. These are the sins of the Muslim majority in Bengal for 
which he wants dire chastisement to be meted out to them. Now, Sir, 
let us turn to the other side of the picture — the picture of organised 
attacks by armed Hindu majorities on helpless Muslim minorities in 
other provinces; the picture of arson, loot and murder; the picture 
of the black-hole of Chandur Biswa in the Central Provinces, the 
picture of the arrest of every adult Muslim male person in a village 
because a Hindu lost his life in a riot, the picture of evidence fabricated 
in order that six innocent Muslims might be hanged and over 20 others, 
equally innocent, transported for life. That, Sir, is the other picture. 
That, Sir, is the kind of oppression against which the Muslim 
minorities cried out and which has filled the whole of Muslim India 
with the unshakable determination never again to submit to the 
chartered tyranny of Hindu rule. But, Sir, Dr. Mookerjee cannot 
appreciate this. When Muslims cry out against their blood being 
*hed, their houses burnt, their property looted, their mosques demo- 
lished, their graveyards defiled, and their innocent co-religionist* 
perjured to the gallows, Dr. Mookerjee cannot understand the language 
njhich they speak, even though a High Court judgment may support 
their complaint. 
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That, Sir, is the position. If Dr. Mookerjee really represents the 
Hindus, as he claims to do, then the only conclusion which the Muslims 
can draw is that the sufferings of Muslims have no meaning for the 
Hindus and even their protest is intolerable to them. But the slightest 
encroachment on Hindu vested interests is a matter which sends them 
into* the extremes of fury. From this it automatically follows that the 
Hinflus and Muslims are not one people and cannot be one people 
because fhe grief of the latter Js incapable of touching the hearts of 
the former and perhaps even produces a feeling of gratification. 

Sir. nothing more need Ik* said to show that the resolution before 
j*# House is one which no true Muslim can accept. No further argu- 
ment is necessarv to prove that in a Constituent Assembly, in spite 
of aifv formal safeguards that ma\ he provided for the minority com- 
munities, the voice of the piepondeiatiug Hindu majority must prevail, 
— and as such it cannot he acceptable to the minorities. The only 
solution of the Indian constitutional problem, therefore, is the accept- 
ance by all parties of the zonal scheme of the All-India Muslim League. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry \ou cannot say that. 


Mr. ABOUL KARIM: I want to say that the 1/eague has only 
recognised the fact which others have refused to do. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: May I point out that you are speaking on Con- 
stituent Assembly. You must sj»eak relevant things. You are a 
law\er; can't sou make it relevant? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : He is indulging only 
in the indictment of Dr. Mookerjee. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I want to say that the League has not 
accepted tile Constituent Assembly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou have nothing to do either with the League 
or with the Congress. 


Mr, ABDUL KARIM: All right. Sir. We the Muslims cannot 
accept Constituent Assemble on the ground that we have recognised the 
facts which others have refused to do, namely, that in the religious, 
cultural, social, traditional, historical, political and even in the 
economic sphere the vital interests of the Hindus and the Muslims are 
wide apart. Sir, l emphasise the term “economic sphere’ ’ because the 
very fact that the Hindus oppose such economic and beneficent legis- 
lation as the Agricultural Debtors Act, the Money-lenders Act, the 
Bengal Tenancy Act, etc., shows that they consider that although 
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these measures confer economic benefits on the Muslims they have an 
adverse economic effect on the Hindus. Dr. Shyama Prosad Mookerjee 
has proved by his own speech that even in the sphere of temperament 
and emotions Hindus and Muslims are different. Therefore, Sir, the 
two different people must have two different homelands and our scheme 
wants no more than a national home for the Muslims of India. In the 
circumstances the resolution before the House stands condemned and 
I have no doubt that the House will reject without hesitation this 
attempt from the Krishak Praja benches to revive an issue on which 
this very House has already given its considered verdict once before. 


Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA* Mr, Speaker, Sir, I have, heard 
with rapt attention the discussion about the Constituent Assembly. I 
rise to oppose the motion of my friend Mr. Maqbul Hussain on the 
ground quite different from those of others. The Constituent Assembly 
with reservation of seats for Muslims or any other copun uni ties is a 
quite inconsistent term. The two things cannot tally together, because 
it would Ik* like a Bengali proverb “ Pathorer Sonar liati It mav be 
possible in a Pakisthan or some other xthan but in the Constituent 
Assembly it is uot possible at all. We have no objection to live in 
Pakisthan, because we, the Scheduled Castes people, have lived so long 
in Hindusthan and we have suffered long. We would now like to see 
how this Pakisthan scheme works and what will be the future prospect 
of the millions and millions of degraded people and whether the 
Pakisthan can raise us to the heaven of some sthan. We have lived so 
long in the Naraksthan, as opposed to Pakisthan, and we have been 
grovelling in darkness for hundred and hundred years, and we have not 
seen yet the light of day. Mun> things have been done in the past 
years, but we want to see what can be done in future years. The 
Muslims nre now claiming that they want to improve our condition. 
Formerly we were used to hear that the Caste Hindus were very much 
sympathetic and magnanimous to improve the condition of the degraded 
millions. Now we want to see how this Pakisthan scheme of our Muslim 
brethreu works for the amelioration of the condition of these ignorant 
people. That is our position. We are ever and ever to be doomed 
and no constitution based on anything has any prospect for these down- 
trodden millions. Mr. Jinnah has repeatedly told us that in mind 
the cause of the Scheduled Castes is uppermost, aud Mr. Fajslul Huq, 
our Chief Minister, has also declared that the interests of the Scheduled 
Castes are in his mind. The other day, Sir Nazimuddin has said that 
the interests of the Scheduled tastes will never be ignored. But if 
instances are seen and practical politics are considered, we see that 
there is no hope in future for the amelioration of the condition of thia 
community. We want that something new must be done whether it 
in the Pakisthan or in the Constituent Assembly or anywhere elee. 
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I oppose the resolution of Mr. Maqbu! Husain on the ground that his 
Constituent Assembly is quite a unique one. Islamic culture did not 
8ay that reservation for the Muslims should only be granted, and hour 
is it that Mr. Jinnah and Mr. Fazlul Huq have got in their minds the 
interests of these degraded millions, when there is no mention of the 
Scheduled Castes in the resolution along with the Muslims? We know 
tha^ everybody is very much careful of his own interest. Everyone 
tries to s&ve his own face mentioning the name of the Scheduled Castes. 
We have so long been the fjojunnl of every community 


*Mr. 8PEAKER: Don't try to tfojunul in this resolution tlaughterL 


Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Mam nlwa\» preaches 
universal brotherhood, lihert\ of man, lilx*rtv of religion and liberty 
of everything, but we do not see here am mention in the resolution of 
mv friend Mr* Maqhul Hikuh that the cause of the Scheduled tastes 
will also lw» considered along with tin* Muslim* 1 nder these circum- 
stances the resolution being an onesided mie anti being quite against 
the precepts of Islam, 1 oppose it 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I move that the question lie now 
put. 

The question that question 1* now put was then put and a division 
called. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, may I explain the position? 
We thought that the resolution was being put to vote and that is why 
we asked for a division. We don't want a division on the closure 
motion. 

The Hon'blf Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the resolution before 
the House has been condemned b\ ail sections of the House represent- 
ing the people of this province I do not therefore propose to take up 
the time ot the House in order to point out that Government also join 
in thi# chorus of condemnation, although on several other grounds. 
The question before the House is really a very simple one. It is about 
the framing of the future constitution of India and the method by 
which that constitution can l»e framed. The resolution suggests that it 
should be by the method of a Constituent Assembly and that the 
interests of the Muslim communiH should be safeguarded by provision# 
which have the approval of the Muslims without any interference by 
any exterior hotly. Now, Sir, as regards the Constituent AiMWjmtyy 
there are difficulties in the way, and, although at first sight it might 
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appear that a Constituent Assembly is the only legitimate and logical 
method for framing a Constitution, it has been admitted by everyone 
who has given any thought to this question that under existing condi- 
tions in India, a Constituent Assembly is certainly not the best method 
of solving the constitutional problem. There are instances, Sir, in 
other countries where a Constituent Assembly has been tried and jhere 
are three glaring instances which furnish examples of the .appalling 
difficulties which beset the puth of constitutionalists who want to 
this complicated problem In means of a Constituent Assembly. I will 
point out to the House, as I had the privilege of doing in December 
last when this question arose over the discussion of the War resolution— 
that there are three countries which have framed their constitutions 
through a Constituent Assembly, and these three countries furnish 
object lessons which we Indians cannot afford to forget. The first 
country is Australia. The project for the Federation of New «fiouth 
Wales and other semi-independent Province* of Australia was the focus 
of an acute controvers> for nearly Wf \eara and the number of Inter- 
Provincial Conferences and Conventions which met to discuss a variety 
of schemes of Federation was unusually large. The debates have been 
preserved and any one going through that appalling mass of printed 
material can realize for himself the extent and intensity of the passions 
roused by the simplest scheme. We can then take up the question of 
Canada. This country supplies us with even more material and the 
young and vigorous school of Canadian historians has published com- 
prehensive monographs on almost even phase of the controversy over 
the union of Canada. The third country, Sir, is South Africa which 
offers another example which ought to serve as a warning. The 
English element in South Africa would never have consented to vest 
♦South African Parliament with complete power to amend the Constitu- 
tion Act. and a compromise between the English and the Boers could 
be arrived at only after a bloody war which involved England in serious 
losses of men, money and prestige. Now, Sir, it has to bV borne in 
mind that in all these countries the circumstances were more favour- 
able for a Constituent Assembly than exist in India. The difficulties 
experienced by the Australian. Canadian and South African statesmen 
were encountered in countries which were united by many cultural, 
racial and political ties. The economic interests sundered the Pro- 
vinces and the solution of the economic problems in Australia paved the 
way for a real and lasting unity but in Canada and South Africa the 
problem was most complicated by religion and race and in the former 
it required a long war to settle them, whereas in the latter the Catholics 
of Quebec have clung tenaciously to their religion, race, culture and 
representation in the Dominion Parliaments. Now, what is the state 
o| things in India ? Everyone is aware of the fact that of the total 
population of India our Hindu brethren are about 67 per eent. It mmj 
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be eomowhere between 66 and 68 per cent., but I cannot quote the 
exact figure at the present moment. Now the Constituent Assembly is 
to be elected on the basis of adult franchise. If there is to be one 
member representing a million population, there will l>e 167 member* 
of whom near about 128 or 124, will be Hindus including Scheduled 
Castes and the rest will be Muslims, Christians, Buddhists and others. 
No^ Sir, it would not take much long to realise that when passions 
run high and communalism manifests itself and the devastating com- 
multal warfares sunder community and community, race and race, and 
peace and harmony are disturbed all round people would be elected to 
not for the interests of the country as a whole but generally for 
their own community. And it is evident that in such an Assembly the 
majority community representing nearly 67 per cent, of the population 
will dominate the opinions of the rest. But a Constituent Assembly 
here ^ am giving my peisonal opinion, that 1 am not absolutely opposed 
to a Constituent Assembly —can only function if the differences between 
the various communities are previously settled by some sort of a con- 
ference so that the details can be left to be worked out by ii f onstituent 
Assembly or any other Assembly The frame- work must be previously 
settled and then the detail- ran be worked by such an Assembly. 1 lie 
pity in India is that before we have been able to compose our differences 
we have begun to think in terms of a Constituent Assembly Sir, 
I do not mean any offence but I wish to point out that this demand for 
a Constituent Assembly has come from our Hindu friends who con- 
stitute 67 per cent ot the population because, they know that if this 
method is adopted they will have all the advantages and the minorities 
will seldom have any effective \oice or any voice at all in the framing 
of the constitution. The one thing needful for Us therefore is not to 
press for a Constituent Assembly or any of those political shibboleths 
which may be prevailing in the countries of the \\ est, but which are 
utterly uusuited to the condition* in India, but to sit down tpiietly t 
talk across a table, settle those various differences which certainly 
exist umi which will be madness to ignore, and then form a Constituent 
Assembly or any Assembly you like and we will be able to frame a 
beautiful Constitution for India to which no objection can be raised. 
But under the present conditions when the Hindu does wot trust tbe 
Muslim and tbe Muslim does not trust the Hindu or when neither of 
them frusta the C hristian, or the Parsi and so on and so forth, it is idle 
to* expect that the minorities will consent to the framing of a constitu- 
tion by means of a Constituent Assembly elected on the basis of adult 
franchise. 

Remember, Sir, that this adult franchise still further complicate* 
matter*. The adults in India male and female will lie in the propor- 
tion of the population, and therefore aliout 67 per cent, of tbe entire 
population. Therefore, the reflection will be according to the ratio 
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in the constitution of the population, and that the Constituent 
Assembly consequently will l>e representative not of the various interests, 
but of one community that will dominate the rest. 

Then, Sir, this resolution is objectionable also from another point of 
view. It speaks only of the reservation of the rights of Muslims, but 
it says nothing about the rights of other communities. It has *))een 
rightly pointed out by the Scheduled Caste members and Indian 
Christians and others who have a right to object that the only qpm- 
munity that will have its interests safeguarded is the Muslim com- 
munity. Although personally T may not have any objection to it, 
honestly I must say that I hat is not a satisfactory way of solving tlie 
constitutional problem. Now, Sir, the question therefore is a very 
simple one, and I regret very much that a lot of irrelevant matters 
were introduced into the discussion. The question of the solution of 
the constitutional problem by means of the Constituent Assembly is in 
the opinion of everyone acquainted with the state of things prevailing 
in India, an impossibility and does not appeal to anyone except the 
majority community. Therefore, Sir, on all these grounds I oppose this 
motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as this amendment is concerned, I take it 
that it is accepted by the mover of the resolution. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Yes, Sir 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I sl^ll then put the resolution as amended. 

The resolution of Mr. Maqbul Husain as amended, viz., “This 
Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Bengal should convey 
to the Government of Iudiu and through them to the British Govern- 
ment that after the termination of the war the constitution of India 
should l>e framed by the Constituent Assembly elected on tile basis of 
adult franchise with safeguards for the protection of the rights and 
interests of Muslims to l>e determined solely by the Muslim members of 
such Assembly, the representatives of other communities or any foreign 
power having no right to interfere with their decision, and iu the mean- 
time, national Government be formed in the Centre as well as, in the 
provinces with responsibility in the Centre consisting of the represen- 
tatives of different important political groups in India,” was then put 
and lost. 

We will now* take up the next resolution. There is a short-notice 
amendment received to-day. 

* Mr. Kltwaia 8HAHABU0DIN: Sir, as fur as the amendment is con* 
cerned, with your permission I would like to draw the attention of the 
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numbers of th^ Opposition fhat although we can take objection against 
its admissibility because it is short of notice, we are not taking any 
objection to it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Because it was so arranged pre- 
viously. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any objection to the amendment Iwing 
admitted* if it is otherwise relevant!* (No objection was taken.) As 
there is no objection, I will now consider whether it is within the scope 
of the resolution. 

+ *Mr. Shaitisuddin Ahmed, may 1 know what is exactly meant by 
“no sort of raivatwari or other land-revenue system prevalent in this or 
other* provinces take the plaee ot the aUdished remindary system”? 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: May 1 submit, Sir. that it is explained 
in (b)Y 

Mr. SPEAKER • You mean “alwdish rent altogether”? 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Yes 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then, 1 am afraid it does not come within the 
scope of the pre-ent resolution. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: gives a posit ive sugge-t ion . 

Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid it will not come within the scope of 
the present resolution It raises altogether a different issue. 

1 am quite prepared to admit it, but 1 cannot allow the discussion 
to he diverted into an altogether different channel. Thin is nothing 
but clouding the present issue and switching out helve* on to the issue 
aa to whether land would not be the property of everybody on payment 
of income-tax or without pa>iug it. That in quite a different iaaue. 

A* regard* (rj “debenture” 1 can understand, but “service# in a 
nut ion. building and national industrial planning scheme” is too vague 
a inatter. In the meantime, Mr Shamsuddin, you please consider your 
position with regard to this amendment. As it stand*, it i* not 
adiniaaible. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I*?t him wait for the new 

world order! 
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Mk SPEAKER; I thick that the new tkorld order lAst come before 
it can be given effect to. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ; Sir, I beg to move that— 

“This Assembly is of opinion that steps may be taken to give 
effect to the recommendations of the Bengal Land Revenue 
Commission with necessary modifications for the replacement 
of the Permanent Settlement and the zeinindary system by 
a raiyatwari method by legislation.” 

Sir, may I ask at the outset — what is the chief resource of the pro- 
vincial revenue ot the Government of Bengal V I think the answer \s 
obvious and palpable. As Bengal is an agricultural country, so its 
land revenue is the chief resource of the Government. But that chief 
resource, the land revenue has been fixed and inelastic for the last 150 
yeurs by the Permanent Settlement against the interest of the ‘ruling 
power itself, against the interest of the tenantry and so against the 
interest of the country as a whole. 

How far such a stereotyped system if promised by the East India 
Company to be in force till the day of judgment even in spite of some 
opposition at that time can be binding upon the present Government 
under Provincial Autonomy at the living present and how far the Com- 
pany had the right to pledge and risk the interests ot the raiyuts to the 
so-called rent-receivers and zemindars that were agitating the minds of 
the people hen* and abroad so long for ages? Can it be a codified rule 
and principle to l<e followed and guided upon by any progressive 
civilised country in the world? 

So, Sfr, when we look hack to the year 181*, we find th^t a Select 
Committee wus appointed by the House of Commons to report on the 
affairs of the East India Company and its fifth report dealt with the 
revenue administration of Bengal in which they affirmed their desire 
to preserve the ancient law and constitution of the country but with 
respect to the rights of the raiyuts they considered by some pattat as if 
mutually adjusted executed by the landlords that the intentions and 
expectations of bird Cornwallis were fulfilled. 

Next, in ISdO, another Select Committee was appointed by the 
House of Commons. They criticised the Permanent Settlement of 
Bengal thus, — “In the permanently-settled districts nothing is settled 
aud the little ia known but the Government assessment” and they said, 
“it is an error to assume that the rights of parties claiming an interest 
in the land were sufficiently established in custom and usage of the 
country to enable the Courts to protect individual rights,” and curiously 
enough that the Select Committee also suggested that Government 
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migkt acquire Temindaries By private or public purchase ia onier to 
protect the redye tt 1 right*. 

Sir, it is beyond human conception what innumerable volumes of 
water since then have passed through the Ganges and what tremendous 
changes have taken place in the life of each nation and each country 
of the world. For to speak of any change in the land system of Bengal 
till the recent time the raiyat* were entirely left to the mercy of the 
rent^eceiverg and reminds rs their hands being more strengthened 
gradually by legal fortes for which they were described by the Govern* 
mefft of India as “rack-rented, impoverished and oppressed. '* 

Jlowever, at the inauguration of the Provincial Autonomy the true 
^presentatives of the public in tin* legislature of Bengal — particularly 
the numbers of the Coalition Putty — felt very stnmgly alnutt it and 
ventilated the various serious defects and glaring grievances of the 
tillers of the soil. The popular Ministry supported by its strong and 
adanufht party in response to the popular public view of the province 
redressed some* of the grievances, known to all. by amending the 
Tenancy Act of 19*18, and appointed the present Tamil Revenue Com- 
mission in the same year in the teeth of violent opposition, one hundred 
and eight years after that of the appointment of the Select Committee 
of 18*H0 and one hundred and fiftv veam after the Permanent Settle- 
ment itself — to consider its financial, administrative, social and 
economic results and to consider and report to what extent they are 
responsible for the present economic condition of Bengal, with various 
other features. 

The Commission has elaborately dealt with tlu* pros aud cons, the 
advantages and disadvantages of the present land revenue system of 
Permanent Settlement. Its administrative advantages in the shape of 
security of revenue and its protection by a rigid sale law with it* 
advantages undoubtedly dwindle into naught. Its circumstances might 
have been justified to some extent or so in the year 179H but now stand- 
ing at the ^niddle of the 20th century, the majority of the Commission 
has come to the conclusion that it is no longer suitable to the condition* 
of the present time. 

The Commission estimates that the annual log* resulting from the 
enactment of the Permanent Settlement in preference to a temporary 
eett lenient that Bengal has been labouring under from the very first 
time may be at anything between 2 r rores and 8 crortB. Over and 
above that what an immense amount in the form of abwab$, tutzarana 
and so on has been put in to the »*oflfers of some private individuals to 
meet their whims and luxuries! But if the Permanent Settlement m 
recommended by the majority of the Commission be replaced by th# 
new system of State acquisition then the income of the provincial. 



NON-OFFICIAL ABSOLUTION. 


m 


[2ro Auo., 


revenue may be increased even besides the 'income of thf fishery rights, 
of mines and minerals, besides the income due to the growth of towns 
and development of trade and industries — according to my humble 
animation— at least 10 erores more annually even if no scheme of any 
agricultural improvement with sufficient irrigation plan be taken up 
and given effect to in the country at large in a comprehensive sealery 
the Government. * X 

Sir, some ot the serious disadvantages amongst, others due to* the 
existence of the Permanent Settlement, namely, the absence of contact 
with the cultivators, absence of agricultural improvement, infiul of 
the most obnoxious subinfeudation system, administrative difficulties 
by accelerated complexities ot the immense volume of litigutibiK.. 
absence of the remission of rent even in ease of urgent necessity, accu- 
mulation of arreurs of rent — have been dealt with besides many other 
defects. With respect to the multiplication ot intermediaries between 
the zemindars at the top ami the actual man behind the plough jit the 
bottom the Commission says t hut as many as lb or 20 grades are not 
uncommonly found and refers to the Simon Commission Report which 
cites 50 or more intermediate interests m subinfeudation. 


Sir, it was not possible for the Commission to deal with the facte 
that by placing the tenants entirely at the mercy ot the rent-receivers 
how much they extorted annually under the name ot ahwitbs, how many 
millions being thus “rack-rented, impo\ oris bed, oppressed” and sucked 
of blood were mercilessly thiust to gnu el into the graves and how many 
millions were conceited per annum into the landless dm lalxjurers ami 
how many took sheltei into tin* uninhabitable dense forests ot Goaipara, 
Assam und when* not 1 The Commission is also silent on the point 
what a large numlier of an educated class the common people could 
products if they would not have been robbed ot their peace and happi- 
ness, heuitli and wealth, purse und properly due to the multifarious 
defects of the Permanent Settlement. Indeed Permanent Settlement 
alone may not have been but chiefly and primarily has been responsible 
for the general pmerty and indebtedness of the agricult uraPpopulation 
of Bengal. 

Coder the circumstances, the majority members of the Commission 
have come to the conclusion that the Permanent Settlement and the 
obnoxious xemindary system full of defects must be abolished and 
replaced by the State acquisition of the interests of all rent-rdbeivers 
between the Government und actual cultivators of the soil at the eoln- 
pensatiou of 10 times the net profit of the properties and tenure-holder* 
which should be paid in bonds redeemable within 60 years at 4 per cent, 
annual interest if the compensation be over Re. 500. The Commission 
deals with various other matters and recommends for the amelioration 
of the condition of the people at large. 
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It i# learnt that the Government has appointed a Special Officer to 
consider the recommendations of the Commission in dilferent aspects 
especially in legal ami constitutional points of view and to report. 

On constitutional point the Commission clarifies the fact that “there 
is no legal or constitutional bar to the reconsideration of the Permanent 
Settlement or to its replacement by any other system which is better 
adap^pd to the conditions of the present time" and refers to the report 
of the Joint Committee on Indian Constitutional Heforms which has 
giv^n an ample latitude t<> the Indian Ministry under Provincial 
'Autonomy to regulate, alter, or repeal the land revenue system under 
Permanent Settlement with the recommendation by the Joint Committed 
tJftit any Bill pushed by the Legislature altering the character of the 
Permanent Settlement should 1 h» reserved for the signification of Hi* 
Majesfy’s pleasure which is also chunk provided for in the Instrument 
of Instructions to the Governor and the Governor-General. 

Now, Sir, to remove the difficulties of the Government itself, to 
remove the agelong grievances of the millions of the population by 
bringing the tenantry in direct contact with Government and to create 
better feelings between the landlords of so long and tenants, in other 
words to build a better Bengal, better in the sense of health and wealth, 
education ami sanitation, trade and industry, commerce and communica- 
tion and in various other matters — the recommendations of the Bengal 
Land Bevenue Commission with necessary modifications ]»er report of 
the Social Officer ap|K»inted for the pur]*>se and as suggested by the 
members of the Legislature should Is* given effect to ns early as possible 
and for which, 1 hope, the popular Government should bring a legisla- 
tion at the earliest opportunity. 

With these remarks, I commend this resolution to the House for 
support and acceptance. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDOIN HASHEMY: Sir, I beg to move that 

in line 1, after the word ‘‘that” the word “immediate” be inserted and 
in line d the words “with necessary modifications” be deleted. 

Sir, in moving my amendment, 1 do not propose to trace the history* 
of this movement — I mean, the origin, growth and development of this 
movement, namely, the replacement of Permanent Settlement and the 
semindary system by a raiyatwari system. Sir, it is common knowledge 
that in*every district, every subdivision, every thana — I can say with 
confidence that iu every village of Bengal this movement has spread 
widely. There is no use telling this House the reason behind this 
movement. It is also common knowledge that on account of the un- 
sympathetic* attitude of the semindars of Bengal, the tenants had to 
take recourse to this movement. Sir, I am only reminding the members 
opposite that just before the general election of this Assembly, the 
Hon’ hie the Chief Minister of ilengal who was then the Leader of the 
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Krishak Praja Party (Mr. Abdvl Wahab Khan : He is still* the 

leader.) I agree with that. The Hon’ble Chief Minister set forth in 
bis election pledge to do away with this system*, that is, to abolish the 
zerainrlary system and with it the Permanent Settlement. Sir, the 
speeches that were delivered by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister of 
Bengal are still ringing in our ears. To fulfil the terms of the pledge, 
the Coalition Party — I do not say, the party we belong to but the 
Coalition Party-Decided to appoint a Commission. Sir, we opposed 
the appointment of this Commission, particularly the appointment of 
the particular Chairman of the Commission. Sir, it is not unknown to 
the members of this House that we did our level best to oppose the 
ajfjKMutmont of Sir Francis Floud as the Chairman of this CommisMoc, 
but as ill luck w'ould have it, I mean, of the party opposite, that in the 
Chairman we found a socialist (Mr. Audit Wahab Khan: And still 
you oppose it!) Our previous idea was wrong. (Cries of “hear”, 
“hear” from the Coalition Benches.) When the rejKirt is befpre us, 
it is only fair that the re|>ort should be placed before the House. 

Now t , Sir, I find no earthly reason to appoint another officer to review 
the report. Sir, we know the fate of these reports and we can antici- 
pate, wa can visualise the result that will come from the review by 
another ofticor. (Mr. Audit Wahab Khan: It is not for review.) I 
do not know whether it is for review or for examination or for anv other 
purpose. But the fact remains that Mr. (\ W. (turner has been 
appointed to go through this report and help the Coalition Party to 
shelve the report for all time to come. The other day, the Hon’ble 
Sir Bijov Prasad Singh lioy confessed in course of a reply to u question 
that it will not be possible for the Government to place the report before 
the legislature at least before IS mouths from this month, that is. 
Government will be prepared to place the rej>ort before the House only 
after 18 months which is just l>efore the next general election of the 
Assembly, so that you will be able to go with your head up and say that 
“we have done so far and the rest we will do if we are again elected as 
members of the Legislature.” v 

% Sir, ran anybody tell me the reason for the appointment 
of this particular officer to examine this report Y Sir. I have 
already said that it is common knowledge that the people of 
Bengal — the majority, the overwhelming majority of the people 
of Bengal — want a change of the existing system. So what 
earthly reason can there be to appoint an officer for another examina- 
tion ? Sir, the Commission was appointed bv Government. Certainly 
chosen persons wefe appointed by the Government. But when there 
was difficulty, three more persons were added to the number of members 
already appointed by the Government. And who are they? They are 
our friends opposite and you know* their names. Still the report is as 
<he people wauted it. Now, Sir, it is in all fairness that if you want 
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any modification, if you want any change, if yon want any alteration, 
yon should place it before the Assembly so that the members of the 
House may express their feelings on it. If there is tiny loophole and 
any change or alteration is necessary, thou do it here. 

Sir, the intention of the Government is clear — they are not going to 
plaoe this report before this House at all (cries of “No”, “no” from 
the Coalition Benches'* f because the Midnapore Ze mind ary and other 
Zemindary Companies an* involved in this. Of course there may be 
rea^ns for that. At this particular time, when the international situa- 
tion is so grave. Government is naturally afraid to deal with this deli- 
cate^ matter, that is, they are afraid of displeasing their feudal lords, I 
iffean, the zemindars of Bengal. If thut is so, let the Government of 
BengnJ he* frank and fair and let them declare that they are not going 
to consider this report at all till the termination of the War — we can 
understand it. But why this tjojamilY We have already spent more 
than % lakhs of rupees for the purpose of this Commission— -1 do uot 
know the exact figure, but it may exceed 2 lakhs. Again another 
person has been appointed to deal with the matter. Why!’' The 
ITon'ble Revenue Minister is here — he can enlighten the House about 
the exact amount involved in this particular matter— I mean, for the 
purpose of appointment of Mi. C. W Gunter for re-examination of the 
rejxirt. At least it will be Rs. 50.000 or more. The net result will bo 
that the tepoit will come before this House after this examination. But 
I warn the members ojypodte that it will not wine. 

Again another situation will develop and it will Ik* said that so inueh 
of the lefonns • unrein the Government of India and we have no juris- 
diction over that, and that will have to be referred to the Government 
of India. Thus it will take another six months and soon the time will 
be reached when the members of this House will have to say good-bye 
to this House. I,et us hear from the Hon 4 lde the Revenue Minister 
that Government is not prepared to consider this report in view of the 
present international situation. We can understand thut, hut I say 
let him not spend poor Bengal's money in this fashion any longer. 
Therefore I propose that immediate effect be given to the report, and 
that the words “with necessary modifications” be deleted. We are the 
masters and we can make an\ modification we like. We are the mauler* 
and not Mr. C. W. Gurner or anybody else. We appointed this Com- 
missiore and we will examine this report, and the members of the 
European Group can also give their verdict. But why should we send 
this report from one offii’er to another. I want to know the intention 
of the Government in dear terms. This resolution has come as a God- 
send to-day r and it will give us an opportunity to go all over Bengal and 
say that Government is uot prepared to consider this report. I give 
another note of warning and I will lie very much satisfied if the Coali- 
tion Party disbelieve us. (A vou R : They do,) If they do that l«jt 
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them be frank at least to-day of all days, because this is a matter which 
involves the interests of Bengal. No more shilly-shallying will do. 
You have come here with a clear pledge and you are morally bound to 
fulfil that pledge. But you will go to the interior and explain that 
Mr. 0. W. Gurner is considering the report. If you can satisfy your 
constituency 

Maulvi ABUL HA8HIM : We are trying a gonjamil. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Do it because you Save 
got power, but do not abuse your power in this fashion. For once at 
least be straightforward and let the j>eople of Bengal know that ft is 
beyond your power to dissatisfy the zemindars of Bengal, the pillars of 
Bengal and the future hopes of the continuance of British rule in India. 
Say that plainly. I think there cannot be any reasonable objection to 
accepting my amendment. I have endorsed every word of the honour- 
able member opposite who has moved this resolution — Mr. Abdul 
Hafiz. Let him also rise up here and now and accept my simple amend- 
ment: only the insertion of the word “immediate” and nothing else. 
Of course the question of the deletion of the words “with necessary 
modification” may be considered later on. Let him accept my amend- 
ment and let us Hindus and Muhammadans as champions of the Projas 
show another united front to-day. 

With these words I move my amendment to the acceptance of the 
House. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Sir. while 
supporting the resolution ot mv esteemed tiieml Mr. Mirza I do 
not like to refer to the details ot the Report of the Revenue Commission 
for they have been discussed ami criticised eluhoiately in the press as 
well as on the platform. 1 hope all will agree with me when 1 say that 
it has been established beyond uuy controversy that the Permanent 
Settlement is one of the greatest evils of the British administration in 
India. Nobody cun deny that tins system has greatly influenced the 
economic condition of the country at large. We are grateful to the 
present Ministry for taking bold ^tcps within a very short period of 
their assumption of responsibility of the government of the province in 
appointing the Revenue ('mu mission for examining the problem. The 
difference between the revenue and the rent though underestimated 
by the Commission is considerable. In the present stute of economic 
condition it is unthinkable to adopt measures for fresh taxation for 
advancement of various nation building departments which are long 
overdue and call for immediate attention. And it is idle to say that 
all the desired improvement should be made without tapping new 
sources for increasing the finances of the province. Under the present 
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circumstances the only way by which the financial position of the 
Government exc hequer can be improved is by appropriating: the amount 
represented by the aforesaid differences which is nothing* but a 
middleman’s profit and unearned income so long enjoyed by a handful 
of people of the province designated as landlords, In a stroke of pen of 
Lord. Cornwallis. The course is clear, the Revenue Commission has 
submitted its report with definite proposals which should not be 
shelved on one plea or other. Government has now entrusted the 
report with one of their officer* probably for expert opinion. It pusses 
ones comprehension what useful puipo*e will be served by X*ruying* 
the^report pie]>;tred by a number <>f experts after elaborate investiga- 
tion and laborious discussion. Lord Cornwallis's ill-conceived regula- 
tion tjed the teeming millions into thraldom tor well-nigh a ccntui> 

and a half and it will be nothing less than a ciiminal act to keep the 
real tillers of the soil in a state of mcdinmd enslavement one single 
moment, alter the pernicious consequence* of the system has 1 h*cu laid 
hare. While fyvs*ing for gi\»ng effect to the recommendation* of the 
Commission I do not lose sight <>f the difficulty that may eome on the 
way What I urge upon the* (io\ernment is to approach the question 
with the determination <*t putting the ptoposals t n to effect without 
delaying one <!a\ inon- than i* absolutely m*« es-ary. The history of 
Commission* tm >1 Committee', appointed hy Government from time to 
time has a very di*tic**ing tale to tell. A* soon as public opinion is 

forget! on some burning piohlem of the day the (ten eminent readily 

appoints a committee or commis-mn whose works ale conducted with 
serious ceremonies. A considerable amount of public money in spent 
after them, the public ate kept in expectation for a pretty long time for 
‘something good to be done for them and a nicely hound hook is pub- 
lished with pompou* udvei tiseuieiit called the “Repoit" at last only to 
adorn the* dusty racks of the Secretariat. 1 am nun* the popular 
Ministry will not allow things to take sue It a turn. What I want to 
emphasise is to make the masses living in the countryside who have 
very little To do with ac ademic discussion in the Assembly or elsewhere 
fc»el that something lieneficiul, scum* step in ameliorating their condition 
has been actually done. 

It is natural that opposition will In* put forward by interested 
parties, but I would appeal to that small but influential section of the 
people Vho will be adversely affected, to realize the deplorable condi- 
tioft of their neighbours and to march with the* time and the altered 
circumstances that came over the world years and centuries before in 
other countries and at last in this cursed land of, ours. They must not 
be blind to the fact that they failed rolo**ally in discharging the obli- 
gations put on them In the authors of the Regulation towards their 
tenants. Had they done half of what they were wanted to do, our 
masses — I mean the real producers of wealth — would not have beei 
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•o backward, as we find them to-day, in education, in health, in wealth 
and in moral sphere. The reminders asserted every inch of their 
rights and probably more than was given to them by the statute, but 
they failed and avoided to discharge their obligations. No amount of 
legislation enacted up till to-day has been sutfieient to protect the 
tenants from the excesses of the landlords. In spite of the best wishes 
of the Government it has not been able to do any real good tqtlie 
masses primarily due to the pernicious land revenue system of the 
country. The sooner it is done away with the better for all concerj^d. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: ’Tot^rfs TOT*W, c*T 

** n Mirza Abdul Hafiz ntCW TOTCTO Off WtfV 

*PT«C?r Wjfe I (A voice from the Congress bench : J TOR n 

*Tt71 V Cl ’PP'C*? 31 7 T^T'?:TO t t 4V '*rscw tot 

House 4 * Q fftunf CTO? CTO member 4* T&l ’S^TTOPT nz* ^:TOT y 7 3 l C^ 
^f% n\ | (A voice from the Congress bench : TOTOW C'ftXTQ ifon 

member <wPf T7T <4$ TOSt TOTC^T I ) 

Government 01 Revenue Commission appoint 
$C*r"f7 TOW1 >TTOT «rtf% I 4 Permanent Settlement 4* 

4V CTOW tRTOTWt 6 !* WZV 4* Permanent 

Settlement Sfeff Ofttt C* Sckf TOC3 cTOT TOT tffcTFTOT 

TOfTOT V?! 4* Commission *Wl fspRF TO*fk?R I Commission 

report Wtf^T TOTT^T 4^* Commission C? fa TOW report iftfasT TOTT^t 
4V ^tOHT *ClTfin CT f W, 4$ Houawj* tfCTO* member TO?C3 

C*tnrcpT <4?: 4$ new new Government 4*t Coalition TOW member^ 
Of fa TO$ TOTTOT tV 9CVC& I TOPf, Coalition 4 ? fo3* 

CTO* cn n * 3 member TOTT TOfTOW 3Wl TOR^ TO 3 <7T$ 

reports TO^ I $WT3 CW, 4$ Cl Permanent* 

Settlement fTOJ VV I TOT W*W frcVt TOW <W WIT Commission <4 
%TO, recommendation fa fe*T, TO3 Houseiif nwn member WTTO5 

C*RWT5p? I TO 5 4^ TOl fafa^T ^W1 v t^C 8 t^ *tWtW*T 0T 

Governments^ 4V Government *FT«fTOW fa 4V **C1[FW 

W35*W$ *1 fa? < 

4 faror towi fafa3 tot of crow new <wfci ww w*w tot, 

(Ttfr Government ¥TO3 *T*5ft*W TOT*f ^ | 4$ TOW 4$ TO* Cf 

Government tenancy legislation TO1 31 TOTOpT, ’Tfi' 

to ttot^T ntrzn w\ *ffti TOtifH, 

<7ft TOW* CTO! TO? TTTO5 *m n\ I 4* <&£ t ^ipTf 

tpri wm to TOrcwtfi cro? nsn'zvtt m\ nmn n\$ i 4% n'&'wt 
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fwrwrflr ^t fr c -CT i n fflu-n <w'- 

c«r*S gr*f cvtnrr^r <«; ■*5<n'* *i errors mchr , <s rot*RTOi j*cs* 

i ysat* »s¥r*tc*t congratulate vn or; 

W> Sf&3 fe?n l vfirm ’TTV-gfiT ulternute g*tffiri CfKItp 

.efe* ftotu ^r^sfa «<roi wiftrrap i croft roc* faciM 

topi *R1 <fwr? jr; romi Wtft ^5tf% snn Special Officer fo[V TOTOpf I 
£>I ftoroft Special Officer ftr OftT* ftWfl? ffC^ft Houae^f 

Croft S^fT5 WHH-I I -S* ’TTS ft'CW-ri CVtOf VftorTTO fit’ll 
>rot» rsi*t r^ro «n c*TO ncro ^mro crro ffll «ttr* *n i vtofOTt r 
cTOaflRl fTOTOT OT ^TCVT alternative auggeation WtOP I 

c*fe\ rro TOmR 4 fc ’P csrrrj *fa faf «rf«n *i $TO cw 

CTO n ?n ’sryfTO ’STfiTT StTO wfarpft income 4* $TO tax TOf* 
TO 'ZQUS I wf^Ftft system <R ^ fare TO (71 ’TTO'^ CTO fTOTCR vft- 
tor vfVpj totems ^faTO fan TOt toiot i wfamnn 43fat 
fan to o cvrff frt^n *r#s ^wpot to 

*fTcr*Ti TOR m 0*tft £Rn , TORR C v fr^ ^01^6 TFfft fcten TO «fW^TI 

tor — ^ ftro ipc wrRr ^<rmtfarrft to OTtt TO i cm* to- 

^TtTOTC^Rt CstC't ^ TO* Ttfr TO 7 ! ^ I TO TOTO n CTOFFt (7^1 ^ C*TO *T 
TOrc, utrfts zrf Rf% i to** 4 * &r*n TOro 4*; wnffir^tHcn 
TO cto to to *tor c=jf%faS ; ttRt tot ^‘Tc* 4 * 

c*r TOfar to'* Rstrn tort crons toot *n <tt* TO'tro ofrv 

^ e f^lR c frt7F ^TP TO ^JtlR I aanitation. education, irri- 
gation and communication far^ TOOT *RT ^ttSITI 

I 'iftTO tflu ^rfir opposition C*(Uf CTO TO R RtC^T (JSfTOT 

ofanfr tr^R CTm TOT «w Vfinr mfw TOM tot tr«n tor 

CR fTTO <7T%* 7R (Ri 9TTT ItCTO, *lfa TO RtTf *5 TO^TOT far 
C TOr^ I Coalition CTOT RTTO I ’TrCtJTR feOT WCR ^ ^35 

^tl, — fars TO I (A member of the Krishak Praja Group: 
How can you dare aay that.) TIXtRI ^fa ^ CRtCTO 51^5 CTOF $V 
TOI ^5fTO RRtm TOHp *TTO CTTT3 ^IROT I WfTOTfft *y*t*m ^ 
C*Ten • Of Congress TOT* CTOR indication Congrtwa 

TORT Ol member 4 $ Commission 4? f%OT ftflTR ^tl report cTOrt 

cro tos*i TO 4 ! OTn TOftft ^c«r ora^n tor ^ i fro 

agricultural income 41 STO tax TO TO<^ TOR I 

Mr. tANTOtH KUMAR BAiU: On a point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
May I point out that the honourable memlier is entirely wrong jn 
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stating repeatedly that there was a Congress member on the Commis- 
sion? As a matter of fact there was no member nominated by this 
party and I think, Sir, he will not he allowed by you to repeat the 
statement time and again that there was a Congress member on this 
Commission. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Unfortunately I have as much information in 
favour of this statement as against it. That is, I have no information 
one w'ay or the other. 


Mr, 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I am supplying the information 
Sir, and I hope you will kindly take note of this. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Well, that will go into the proceedings. 

Mr. RA81K LAL BI8WA8: *IoT ftft (TtftR fasR 

feft Upper House 4* Loader 4 Wf 

W I <&F T TsT 

TO fatl v ffC 3 R 5 M 'Sf’fa 7 \ 7 fZ^ (TtOJ * < T k <?C er 1-i 

C'R ? TO 6 !' hold stop fan G\ ’TtlfUZ *T* , $TOT 

sTtfe uro faro^f — wfa c^mr»T, -w 

»ToTOT <RFtt*f Oft/H I m 3tOT Ctfl’ttC'l 51 C^TtTTO 

^C*t *?1 I Tvft T5F-TT C*R I 

Mr. SPEAKER • I find that there are other members who are 
willing to speak on this resolution; I have however to adjourn the 
ITouse now and they can speak after we reassemble. 

The House was then adjourned for 20 minutes. 


( .1 ftvr Adjournment . ) 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE : Sir, the resolution which has been 
moved by my friend Mr. Mirza Alulul Hafiz introduces a matter of 
prime importance to the province of Bengal. One can understand and 
sympathise with the natural anxiety of everybody concerned for the 
immediate adoption of any measure which will ameliorate the condi- 
tions of cultivators in Bengal and which will increase the revenues of 
the province, but the issues are so diverse and of such far-reaching 
importance that it is impossible to arrive at a right solution except after 
very careful consideration and after weighing all the issues which are 
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lively to be raised when the problem is gone into wun a view to 
taking action. My friend, Mr. llashemy, paid my party very great 
compliments for which we are very grateful but 1 fear we don’t deserve 
them because we are neither agricultural nor zemiudary experts 
although he may think so. 

Xow, Sir, the permanent settlement has Ihh*i» in existence for 160 
yeaj$. To attempt to upset that, to do away with that, in the twinkling 
of an <?ye* would, I think, create a chaos w ho h would wreck the finances 
o( ^hig province for a very long time. We have all read the Floud 
Committees report. It is a work which shows tremendous thought 
and great research and is t in my opinion, of immense value. Why 
should it not he given the cnnsidemtion which is its due? An able 
officer has been appointed to *iud\ that report, and I am not in 
agreement with Mr. Hashemx in his contention that any further report 
will la* of no value. I his House has much to do, and therefore, if a 
furthar repoit embranng the salient points could be put in front, we 
shall be iti a * better position to deliberate and come to a decisnfn. 
The party for whom I have tin* honour to speak is in favour of 
fun thing which will impiove the lot of the people of this province, 
and which will improve its n-venuc-., but we arc strongly opposed to 

an\ hasty legislation. 'J lu.s npoit will piovide us uith food for 

thought tor a verv long time and I am of opinion that (fovernment, 
after studying the matter in all its aspects, will no doubt produce a 
measure whuh we »ould consider and which, 1 mu sine. will Im* of far 
moie value than anv hiiMv and ill-< otisideied measure which would, if 

adopted in a huriv, defeat the essence i » t good ( iov eminent which is 

^holding the scales even and giving fair treatment to every *e< titm of 
‘the community. 

Sir, I oppose the amendment of my friend Mr. Ha**hemy, 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE : Sir, it is a matter of 
deep regref that a resolution on such an important issue has lieen put 
in such uncertain language. Sir, the resolution along with the amend- 
ment of Mr. Hashcmy says that immediate steps Ire taken to give effect 
to the recommendations of the Henga! Land Revenue Commission with 
necessary modifications for the replacement of the Permanent Settle- 
ment acd the zemindary system by a raivatwari method by legislation. 
Si*. from this resolution one is apt to think that the replacement of 
the present zemiudary system by the raivatwari system is the only 
recommendation of the Floud Commission, and that if this change be 
brought about, all the problems of the agriculturists will be solved. 
That is not the recommendation of the Floud Commission. Had this 
been the only recommendation, I would have said the problem of Jlengal, 
even after the Floud Commission's recommendation is given effect t<ft» 
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trill remain unsolved. Sir, the Flour! Commission envisages a complete 
picture, a beautiful picture, which though not perfect, yet if given 
effect to will change the appearance, the shape, the face of the whole 
of Bengal. It will transform the present poor Bengal into a fairly 
prosperous happy Bengal. What is the picture which this Floud 
Commission conceives? It conceives of tour things. There are many 
recommendations, and after deep scrutiny I have analysed these 
recommendations into four main heads, and what are those heads? First, 
the zemindary system must be abolished. How is that to be abolished, 
what compensation is to be given, how is it to l>e given? Into all these 
details I am not going as I am afraid I will have no time to do so. 

' % 

The second recommendation which is equally important is that 
the tillers of the noil must — whether to-day or to-morrow — he made the 
tenants so that a sort of State landlordism may be established with no 
intermediary interest between tin* Slate and the actual tillers 'of the 
so*l. The Floud Commission has distinctly said that it may take 
some time to give effect to this recommendation, but that should be our 
ultimate goal. The third recommendation is — and the Commission is 
emphatic as regards this point— that even if the zemimlary system be 
removed, even if the tillers of the soil be made absolute masters of the 
soil, even if they have not to pay any interest at all, if their lands 
are absolutely rent-free, even then they won’t be rich. In the opinion 
of the Commission which must lx* considered as very valuable, the 
present income of a family of an agriculturist in Bengal is on an 
average Its. 22b per year, and it has also been found out that the 
average number of members in a family in Bengal is approximately 
five. If we divide this Us. 22b by b what does it come to? It comes to 
only It». 45 per head. (l)r. Namnakmia Sanyai,: Its. 42 and not 
Its. 4b.) (Mr. SrKKNDHA Nath Biswas: It is Its. 40. The average 
income is also not Its. 22b). dense don’t interrupt me. Yes, it 
comes to Its. 45 per head per year. What is it? It nothing. 
Compared with the income which other countries have, e.g., America 
with Its. 2,200 per head per year, England with Ks. 1,500 per head 
per year, Japan with Its. 750 per head per year — what does it come 
to? The present problems of the land cannot be solved with this 
income. One cannot get even the dal-hhat, about which the Premier 
often speaks, with this petty income. With this small income, 
even if one has not to pay any rent, the problem will remain unsold. 
The Commission says that due to over-pressure on the land many of 
the people of Bengal are at present landless, many of the holdings 
are uneconomic. Consider the ease of u family with five bigfuu of 
land in Tippera, for instance, from where I come and where I am a 
tenant under the Maharaja of Tippera. For every bigha I pay 
Me. 1-8 as rent per year, and if l am to pay rent for five bighm I ant 
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to pay R$. 7*8 per year. What does it matter even if this sum of 
Rs. 7-8 be now deducted from the income? It means nothing 1 by way 
of income. Do you think, my dear friends opposite, that if the 
income of every family in Bengal In* increased by only Its. 7-8 a year, 
all the problems of peasant life in Bengal will he solved? Not at all. 
But*I am afraid, Sir; I often hear, not only here but also on outside 
platforms, many big lenders sav: remove the xemindary system and 
all the problems of Bengal will Im* **olved: I am not charmed with 
th^semindary system. From in\ earl\ boyhood. Sir, I uni against it, 
because I am not a zemindar; I am a poor tenant and all along in mv 
Hfe # I had to suffer all ^ort* of oppression at the hands of zemindars. 

know how morulh degraded the\ generally are. With zemindars ns 
neighbours it is often impossible for pour men to live happy lives with 
their wives. T know that. S<» a more hitter enemy of the zemindars 
than myself you can’t bine. I have no liking for them, Had I the 
power* in my hands, I would have abolished the system just here and 

now, but (Laughter from ('oalition Benches! hut. Sir, the removal 

if this system alone will not do. By all means have the system 
removed, but also have a broader mmoii. Have also courage enough 
to look faets in the face; do nut delude yourselves with vain hopes. 


Sir, there are two other recommendation*. The third ond the 
fourth recommendation* are must important , because if w'e really 
grant to improve the economic condition of the people of Bengal, if 
**e want to make the fieople of Bengal happy and prosperous us they 
sere before, and if we want them to live life us it should be lived, 
hen these recommendations should 1 m* given effect to, and these are 
•ocommendations, Sir, which we can give effect to at once without the 
east possible delay. As to the removal of the stetuindury system, 
*ven the Floud Commission has said that it is not possible for us in 
;his House nor for the Government of India to give effect to it at 
met*. Tli# right to effect its removal nr aUdition ultimately rests 
vith Parliament, and considering the present condition of the world 
I am doubtful whether Parliament will devote its attention now to 
this affair. So it means no action, non-activity; it means keeping the 
tenants in their present condition; it also means avoiding our duties, 
and what are those duties. Sir? Those duties have Wn suggested by 
the Commission. Those duties are to tr> to improve the economic 
condition of the agriculturists. The Commission bus very laildly 
stated that the real reason for the present poor condition of the people 
is 0V<*r-pressure on the land. I am sorry to say, Sir, that the Com- 
mission has not gone into the reason why there has been this over- 
pressure on the land. Had it done so, it would have revealed facts — 
facts over which we dare not ponder. These facts cover a black 
chapter in the history of those who are sitting on the other side #f 
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flu* House; it means a deliberate attempt on the part of their prede- 
cessors to deprive us of our life-blood, a deliberate plan on the part 
of the British Government to suck Bengal of its life-blood and to suck 
it slowly and steadily so that there may not be absolute death all at 
once. It is owing to that blood-sucking policy followed by their 
predecessors that the industries, the cottage industries, of Bengal 
have been absolutely demolished, and the people deprived of their 
industries have had to fall back on the land. The result has teen 
fragmentation of the land into small pieces; the lesult has been the 
deprivation of the people of their elementary right to live. Butfthe 
Commission has not gone into these questions. It has suggested a 
remedy. This remedy has two aspects: First of all, improve the agrir 
cultural condition, improve the condition of the land, improve the 
system of irrigation, improve the system of fertilisation of the land' 
and along with that improve the quality of the seeds — supply the people 
with new and better seeds — seeds of such things as best varieties of 
sugar-cane, tomato and such other things. The other aspect of the 
remedy is the introduction of industries — small factories in the villages 
and eottage industries throughout Bengal. This is not the fiist time, 
Sir, that on the floor of this House 1 ha\e suggested this thing. In 
niuriv speeches before I said that unless we go on industrialising the 
villages there is no hope tor Bengal But in spite of our repeated 
demands the present Government has not done anything in this direc- 
tion, und it is due probably to this fact that the resolution has been 
moved in this one-sided wn\. 

Now Sir, the present Government of Bengal has not onl\ not done 
anything to improve the economic condition of the people of Bengal 
but it lias done everything in its power to ciusb the attempts which 
were made by non-government agencies to introduce cottage industries 
in various parts of Bengal. Sir, I happened to be the Pi evident of an 
unlawful association, namely, the Abboy Ashram, fine who knows 
anything about the activities of the Abhov Ashram knows that these 
activities are directed towards the practical realisation of the recom- 
mendations of the Flood Commission. The worker -< of the Abhov 
Ashram tried to teach the people of Tippera and other parts of Bengal 
better system of agriculture. They also tried to introduce various kinds 
of cottage industries in the various districts of Bengal. They also 
taught weaving and spinning not only of cotton but also of wool and silk. 
But the Bengal Government — not only the old bureaucratic Govern- 
ment but even the present Government — thought it wise to continue 
to keep that beautiful organisation as unlawful. It was for that 
reason that I was saying that they have not only not done anything 
to improve the condition of the people of Bengal, but on the contrary 
they have tried in every possible way to crush the movements that 
were started by the various non-official organisations with a view to 
improve the miserable condition of the people of Bengal. 
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Sir, my time is up, but my heart is still full and before I sit down, 
I would only appeal to the members of the House not to confine their 
vision to the wording of the resolution, but to take the Report of the 
Floud Commission as a whole and to consider it in all its different 
aspects— not only in its aspect of removing t he semi min rv system, 
not only in its aspects of making the tillers of the soil the proprietor 
of the soil, but also in its aspect of better agriculture and better 
industrialization. If we can proceed on that line with courage and 
det^mination, then alone run Rental prosper — otherwise not. 


Ch« Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, before 1 
speak on the resolution itself, I will tn to reply to one or two criti- 
cisms* made by the mover of the amendment, Mr. Jululuddin 
Hashemy 

• 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, how long will the Ilon'ble 
Minister speak!" 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not concluding the debate. 

Tht Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Then I do not 
like to speak now. 


Mr. 8YED MU8TACAW8AL HAQUE: Mr Speaker, Sir, I do 
not want to inflict a long speech this owning. The subject is very 
important and many of my friends have spoken to-night on this 
subject. 

Sir, one of the popular net* of the popular Ministry was the 
appointment of tin- Land Hewn ue Commission which was approved of 
by the Legislature and the Commission wa^ presided over lev no less 
a person than Sir Francis Floud of Canadian reputation, assisted by 
eminent lawyers and far-sighted politicians. They submitted their 
recommendations in due time. The recommendations of the Com- 
mission are before the Government now. Sir, J do not like to go into 
details* but I will deal with the main reeomuiedations and I shall cite 
thfee or four important points. The most important recommendations 
of the Commission were the abolition of the Permanent Settlement and 
the purchase of land by the State. Sir, in the year 179d Lord 
Cornwallis,* by one stroke of the [ten, made the land-receiver — the 
taahildar — the proprietor of the land. He expected that these zemin- 
dars would improve the laud, but in actual practice they absolutely 
neglected their duties and have since then been sitting absolutely idld. 
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Now, Sir, the recommendation of the Land Revenue Commission 
is that the Permanent Settlement is to be abolished, and I think it 
is the popular demand. In the last General Election we were com- 
mitted to this pledge, and this demand of the people was approved of 
by the Coalition Party and as a result thereof Government appointed 
this Commission. Now it is the duty of the Government to aecept the 
recommendations of the Land Revenue Commission. If it is f^und 
that it is not possible to accept all the recommendations, th?y should 
accept at least the major recommendations, and we expect that the 
populur Government will accept them. * 


Sir, the xemandarv system has crippled the Provincial Exchequer* 
and if the present Ministry is unable to do many benevolent works it 
is due to the existence of the Permanent Settlement. If the recom- 
mendations of the Land Revenue Commission are accepted, I believe 
the provincial revenue will be increased to a great extent and mvny of 
the nation-building departments will not starve. Sir. even to-day 
Hengal is lagging behind in industry, trade and commerce, and this 
is due to the existence of the Permanent Settlement. Most of our 
people, especially the rich people, have blocked their money in land. 
If ihe Permanent Settlement is abolished, then we con expect that 
their resources will be better utilised for the improvement and 
expansion of trade and commerce. 

Sir, another important recommendation of the Land Revenue Com- 
mission is to give the bartjtulars — the landless people — their lands 
back. Sir, you will he surprised to hear that in my district about one- 
fourth of the laud is now in the hands of the zemindars and tnafuijans, 
and the agriculturists are practically landless to-day. If this 
recommendation about abolition of the Permanent Settlement is 
accepted, then the lot of these people will be greatly improved. 

Sir, I do not like to discuss the other important points. I hope, 
Government will accept the recommendations of the Lamf Revenue 
Commission, and 1 congratulate my esteemed friend Mr. Mirzn Abdul 
Jlafiit for bringing forwarded this resolution. I hope this resolution 
will lw» accepted by the House. 


Mr, B. MUKHERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, ’rfflCTO C* ’PHJ&J 

( 7 ( wiiiSh ft* srsrfc far ctef 

i W — y farUCTi , frifer 

W' — WYtHN W' — J i fery f cM <2pO*i 

fanr — -unit*?* «jtrs cwtwt? gt* 

^5i wt v* i cspTWH" feists 
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^OUG CWlff fcTWtf CfTt TO fi I Dr. Bauer joe CWCI ftfCIf 

•fte faci *n cwTfew nacw, >a fcrwtf cwfl ftewti w vewi fe$ wn to fi i 

^rfS$ wft-fH* f^ffte fKftf ^8 tfftf HCfTf Cf fJTT ffl C ft C fC ^ Cfftl 
CfOf ff^ ^JtCff fTC^f Iff ffl fTf Cf frtflto #t^tf ^tf ft^Ttf ¥Tf- 

ffm ofc^ «trtf ^ifi mm *ncf fi i mm ntcf fi 

^ giftwf cftnm ftcfiti fftrwf fly nfirrtof i «w ei ntf ftf 
fi cftf Aot Tsrntcf i cf ffiprtf ft^r3 fta ^¥ftai ffiw 
ftycff ml' ftnr i ^mr eft ftyfTf dftftf tj 99 vfi®^ Tprtf 
fi ^tt cf cfff vfrtft ^tfr? fi eff <^m ci¥m *mrcf fi 1 ft few 

’ftf v^f^l f|fOT 3 flTftCff ftCfl fTf CfTf fTff fTfCf fftffl ftftCff ffflt^l 

&* *3 f tfi Skfi fi efti arrro 4 * cf ftyeff w fror fmrftfrmi, 
■fftwift tffi 4 l fffi fefefi Sc^cff few few ffff fifftwTftcff 

fT?h3 ffW ft*ftf fff f(ff fl orm ftCf fl I fff Pormanont BetMomeot 

yw orsirs fi 4 f^ few frwl fPr ftyf fi ffo r fi wftf *fften wtwi ftewti 
eftt w^tfiu wrtpw ^11 cwtff eftwew ftitfr wtrtT ffjw fi wn fti fsmwt 
cwff ftymr wwwfjff c^ef mn fWf m 1 wfi iff wtftf 4 Wfc f mi 
ffWI ^Slftcff ^ftf ft^ltf 3 JCW CfCf 4Cf fttftf a CfFtff ^WCWf ^11 cwtff 

fcm cwtei onr, wref« 4 fiftn fftm cim ftn 1 cf^cfl eftw wrtw 
^wfew wf? clew ffirei fi wtfew fftfw weicwi Ituti wifi orm fici fi 1 
ftH f^pnftewjf ?ffi tffefc ^ !pm ftn fn cwtff c wtw iw wft clew fffynr 
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«40¥ otherwise employ c¥t*C5 CTO JTtgfWUlCW vested interest^* 
to ^rf^rrtT i *TC£ q t ror — cTOtPHH *ttf* *1 store toi 
jrfl ?<?#? r * 5 rer* ft*fOT TO ^i^rrt *f*[03 *flro to? n s store* 
ftg* i *tre <n TOn r <7ifei * ; m *vft tp^ ^ cstnr 

TO, ** CTtCS TO I ¥t*Si A CTO* *VC¥3 ^TS 7*t, Stt *1*$ Sfal 

4 t Sctoi to <*ro, sft tots TOptfwro store toiI £*ot 

*t«h to, f** c^fT 5 'm'zm st m TOpnfw crore fero fed 4t ^ mfo 

CTO SlOT CTO 4*RT3 fa^TOT *W I 4HR (Tit fa^fOT *tTO* ^f?. 

¥&*! ^ ^rttfw c¥t3Ci TOFttH! ^1 TO StTOT reform <] *K*faC¥ 
'>!«< c^fe 4*£ 3T5 4fro *ot strot fa^fOT ft* s/f$ to i 43 cWt 
TOOTl 'TO faOT f*^ 7OTC3 TOR ^ I At *[tfe$ TfaTO* fe*ttd ^ 
'TO? StCi *lfw *?1 ?Ttf SfTOS PfJ TO' TO I 

C 7 ! TORI7PTTO TO fedc^ (71 fct*lfel ^ CTO ^ (7T&1 national 

reconstruction schemed fefes TO r?r ^tTOT <7lfcl profit- 

able to I «W StTftl ^tft^'l *RTOT tfc[3 fejfes TO I ^ wfoffaOT, 
WTO'f? ¥fS*jTOfa ?JITOR *R^f CTO TOF StTOT <7lt <71 stfS TO (Tit 
*ItOT TO CTO f*| f TO TOR I 

TO TOOT TO"f CTOH5 f* ^ OTTO C. P-CS W U. P. tf^fe tjWt 

OH land revenue system tpr^OTI TO W CW ^f=T9 TOYfa TO <7^ 
TO TOtJ TOt? *V¥ wft CfC* fecW <TTO f*fw A1‘ TOtTO tpffe ?tot 
cTO cTO 1 to TOhOT TO TOr top fTOrs cTOfe <n fororrfft toot 

^ fro TOIOT TO CTO03 TO <7 it ?Tr}TO TOTO, CTOtOT TOTO !! 
Raiyatwari system^? TO ^FTO TO 4*RTO TOTOOT TOT^I 

cto ^ fro f^t TOn^i cro w i it to to?- 

$ffr* ^<fPpTO idea — 71 TFfe TFfe ^Tfft 'TOn ?fT7TO , — At TO^tft 
TO 7 ® TO^^tCTO ^5T I At TOTOF f *Pr TOTOT 3R CtUf TOnt fTO 70H I 
At TO fc tl , <TOtOT tOTOT ^ICft CTtCTO I ^Wt CTO, 

•JtJTOft ftTO r *ItV TO ^TOtffl'ii TOT TOT! ilCTT fTOcP, A TOTTO56 

^troi ^stOT nt^frl^ avi ^rerf? 'anjTO cTO croft 1 $tt wur 

TO ^fro ewi «n cTO TO* <*t** 1 ^fro TO* re* Tit, <7f ^ sm 
¥171, *TOI $^TOR*T#t 71, TO *l< TO*1* I A frTO CfC¥ 
CTO TO* *ITO CTOC3 *1171 ^ I !fPr*C'f4 ^1 w*r n** TOOT VTOtTOCTO 
TO <*c* cto TO *tro to 05f^ro fero efero TO 

TOtl TO I *5?t AVs ffty ftfaclcv TOT feOT *TO taxation 

<Wf*l OT fwfrot tfrTOR y* TO5 OTtFf TOro TOfT* I C¥fefft*rfj f 

c*t srftc*i TOt, c*fe TOt.cTO ^ *rtr ctoot i 4 ftro 
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* ctfrm i ‘ c* wftt 8*ft c¥t* Hw 

»nt *n ?tt) h >T*t$ wft csftre TO, ^ti wft far* <4¥ft 

yyito #itf#tf$ TOs tzv i «rfft ft:*r:-tar emus *ttf% c* $1 fTf ijji 
ctfw vfkvtfj ctftus *mr ? to to cro to ?n <rot i tou 
* tcw* <w tprt* crocs ^nf%. — to ^tftcro four* s ft?*t to* 
tr^pr Suffer Tf?n . — 4*; 41 * draw wm m ci w 

CYtffi fcprt *ro fani , r^ *t;ro ^-toi afa *kto cro* 

JTtrafrtn fron s *ftra &}fr* ^m **1 ro, *i>faTOi f*5f$«t, tr* 1 * 
*wtl> fa^TO* to to *rf p '*rf*r^ sr»Tr frirft TO toi ro 

s*; to w^tt tfM cro* *rru w$) tv toc*i cn TO*"* roi 

*t;TO jrw $ -TOfa &tm ^zv 1 ~r\ cto ^ ^rts tzv 01* *rrs <yttw 

vfw 'ut’troi tfCTO^r to 3F7tr, — utfa 'zti: Oft * to *rfa ?n, — 

TO frrz *m3R 1 ite) pt 7j^5 ^rrs^j fV** fsrv) ftrtpvw 
’rzFi-TVfe tff^gsR ^TOJ »~*T *zvt‘‘t *TC?R — qfa TO «3Vfr fartfe nation 
Planning 8c homo tv I 


Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sii, I mo\e that the question l»e 
now put . 


Mr, SPEAKER: Well. Dr Snti\u1, the resolution him not l>eeii 
debut ml enough, I think. 


Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: One whole day has boon devoted 
to this debate, Sir. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I)r. Sain al, you forget the Government side and 
that Government have got their view* to give on this resolution. 


Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Well, Sir, in that east* Jet us hear 
the Hoa’ble Revenue Minister for five minutes, although after the 
brilliant speech of the last speaker I do not think that Sir Bijoy will 
have much to aay. 


Tt* Hoit’bto Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, Dr. Sanyal 

baa been carried away by the eloquence of the last speaker but I have 
not been. I think I can still say something useful op the subject. # 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Anyway as it is now 8 o'clock, I adjourn the 
House till Monday at 4-45 p.m. 


Adjournment 


It being 8 p.m. — 

The House was then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 5th 
August 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly ass em bled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday* 
the fyh August, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

0 llr. Speaker (the ITon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azi/ri- Hauve. c.i.k.) 
In the Chair, 10 Ilon’hle Ministers and 181 members. 


Dacca Mail Diaastar. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before we proceed with to-day’s business, 1 must 
refer to the Dacca Mail disaster which occurred eurly^this morning. 
The members of the Assembly must have been shocked to hear of the 
heavy death roll Seventeen jtersons, it is so far rejiorted, were killed 
and alnmt TO injured. From all reports I am informed the actual 
number will l*e much higher, when full details will be available. Any 
case, it is indeed a calamity. As the representatives of the people of 
Bengal, we express our deep sense of condolence with the families of 
those who have lx*en killed. We express our sympathy with those 
who have been injured in the accident. I hope, members will kindly 
rise in their seats as a token of their approval. 

(All members rose in their seats.) 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, while on 
this subject may I request the Hon’ble the Home Minister through 
you to take proper steps to see that the viutnlwr of deaths is not 
minimized? I am coining from a portion of that place, and I have 
reason to believe that the numls?r of deaths is much more. 

Mr<.CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, in connection with this, 1 
should like to submit a suggestion to Government. M ill Government 
be pleased to make an enquiry as to why particularly the Dacca Mail 
is always involved in such disasters, especially in view of the fact 
that the Hon'ble Sir Nazimuddin is coming from Dacca? 

Mttilvi ABU H08BAIN SARKAR: It has become a public 

nuisance. • 
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STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was gnrea) 

Communal ratio in the posts of Surgical Registrars in Caloutta Medical 
College Hospitals. 

•106. Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHANS (a) Will thelWble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health (Medical) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(t) hnw many appointments in the posts of Medical and Surgical 
Registrars in the Medical College Hospitals, Calcutta, have 
been made in the year 193940, from — 

(1) the outsiders, and 

(2) the College Department; 

(ii) how nfany of them are — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Scheduled Castes, and 

(3) Muslims? 

(b) lias the communal ratio been maintained in resect of those 
appointments? 

(r) If the answer to (/#) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister In* pleused to state the reason thereof? 

(tf) Will tin* llon’ble Minister he pleased to state the number of 
applicants for the jxists from — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Scheduled Castes, and 

(3) Muslims? 

MINISTER In charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibutlah Bahadur, of Dacca): to) 

There were altogether five appointments made in 1939*40. Two of 
them, oue Caste Hindu and one Muslim, were appointed by Govern- 
ment on the recommendation of the Public Service Commission. The 
other three were merely temporary men appointed by the Principal to 
carry on the work pending appointments made by Government in tb« 
usual manner. Of these five, two were recruited from outside and 
three were also attached to the College Hospitals. Four, including the 
three temporary men appointed by the Principal, were Caste Hindus and 
one, appointed bv Government, was a Muslim. 
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(ft and ( c ) No. As these vacancies accrued suddenly and arrange- 
ments had to be made immediately, the communal proportion could not 
be secured in respect of the three temporary ap|»oiutments made by the 
Principal. The Principal has been asked to see that the communal 
proportion is maintained even in respect of temporary arrangements, 
tion as maintained even in respect of temporary arrangements. „ 

$) The number of applications in respouse to advertisements issued 
during th£ year was as follows : — 

T'aste Hindus — 15. 

.Scheduled Castes — 2. 

Muslims — 16. 

A Scheduled Caste candidate has since been apjMiinted after issue of 
advertisement for the second time. The Public Service Commission has 
also been asked to re-adverti^e two j>osts of Surgieul Hegistrars 
reserved for Muslims, ns in the opinion of the Commission none of the 
Muslim candidates who applied on the first occasion was qualified for 
the post. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. With reference to answer (</), will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state if suitable Muslim candidates 
be not available in Bengal whether attempts will be made to im|M»rt 
them from outside Bengal in accordance with the policy recently laid 
down by Government ? 

* Mr, SPEAKERS That question does not urise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: May 1 submit, Sir, that it does 
arise from answer (<l)Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already said that it does not arise. 

Death of Rai Sahib Indu Bhutan Barker, M.L.C. 

Dr„ NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I have just returned from the 
Sealdah Station and I am sorry I have to convey the grim news of 
the death of one of the M.LTV, viz., Hai Sahib Indu Bhusan Barker. 
I have seen the dead body myself, and his son identified the body. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir. we have received tele- 
grams from Daeca making anxious enquiries regarding the safety of 
certain persons who have come, I do not know if the Government ea#* 
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afford, but I feel that some of us ought to go there and give informa- 
tion as soon as possible. One of the telegrams from the Dacca Bar 
reads as follows : — 

“Wire safe arrival Fazlur Rahman, Profulla Das Gupta, Priyanath 
Sen”. 

I find that Priyanath Sen of Gandaria is one among the casualty ‘list. 
Profulla Das Gupta is I am told one of the injured. Now, it is neces- 
sary that some of us who got these telegrams ought to go. ^ 

Tht Hon’blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: Rai Sahib Indu Bhpsan 
Sarker being one of the sitting members of the legislative Council* 
don’t you think, Sir, that we ought to adjourn? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now, or after the question time? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Immediately, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes. 


Adjournment. 


It being 4-65 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 6th August, 
1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding* of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 6th August, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Jfr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizitl HAQrB, c.l.K.) 
in the Chair, 10 Hon’ble Ministers aiul 210 members. 


Oath or Affirmation. 

The following member made his affirmation of allegiance to the 
Crown : — 

Mr. Jnanendra Chandra Mazumdar (Mymensingh East). 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Khaksar movement in Bengal. 

*107. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: («) lias the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Dejxirt ment been drawn to 
a circular issued b\ Syed Habibul lluij Clmudhury, a zemindar and 
Honorary Magistrate of Kishoreganj, Mymensingh, warning jtenple 
against the menace of Khaksar movement growing in Bengal? 

(b) Is 4he Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the movement is gradually making headway in Calcutta 
and some districts in East and North Bengal ; and 

(it) that in responsible quarters it is believed that the movement 
is being encouraged and financed by the Nazis? 

• 

• (c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, are tile Government 
considering the desirability of taking immediate stejx* to stamp out 
the Khaksar movement from Bengal ? 

MINISTER in chargs of ths HOME DEPARTMENT (tho Hoiv’bfs 

Khwajs Sir Nazhnuddin) : (a) No such circular has been issued by the 
gentleman concerned . * 
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(h) (/) Government are not aware that this is so. 

(it) The information in possession of Government does not support 
this theory. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that there is an apprehension in 
the minds of several responsible Hindus and Musalmans of this province 
that if the Khuksar movement is allowed to continue, it is likely to 
cause u breach of internal peace in the country? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8if NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hobble Minister be pleased 
to state that the Khaksars have not so long violated any law of the land 
in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8tr NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I am aware, 
that is the position. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer («), will 
the llon’ble Minister be pleased to revise his statement if I send him 
a copy of the circular issued by some Muhammadan zemindars? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Of that name 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly, if you can; 
it has not come to our notice. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon'lde Minister 'aware that 
there is a section of people in Bengal who are leaving no stone unturned 
to vilify and 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are you » Khaksar? 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: No. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon me aimister 
be pleased to state whether Government is in possession of the aims 
ami objects of this organisation? 
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T9n Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I bare seen the aims and 
objects as are stated in their literature that have been circulated by 
them. Social service is the main theme irrespective of caste or com- 
munity. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister he 
pleased to state whether t he attention of Government has been drawn 
to the India Government circular which has been published in to-day ’a 
pap^r y 

JYIr. 8PEAKER; That quern ion lines not arise. 

M /. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answ er { b I (#/). 
have Government any information as to how the movement is being’ 
financed Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: That (juestion does not arise. Your question must 
arise out of the original question. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: 1 beg to submit. Sir. that it does 
arise. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, it does not. The question of financing does 
not arise out of that. 


Promotion of “Dyeing and Painting Industry’* in Chittagong. 

*108. Dr. 8ANAULLAH : oi) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to state what 
new industrial enterprises have been undertaken by the Government of 
Bengal in the distiict of Chittagong Y 

(b) Is ftie Ilon'ble Ministei considering the desirability of promoting 
the “Dyeing and Painting Industry" of Muslim Banik Karinachari 
Samity of Baxir Ilat, Badarpati ltoad, Chittagong? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that they are already in corre- 
spondence with the Director of Industries (Bengal) for supplying them 
with tfained men and up-to-date machineries? 

MINISTER m charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamixuddin Khan): < a > The 

department has been trying to foster the development of industries in 
the district in various ways. It maintains a District Weaving School 
at Zorwargnnj at a cost of Its. 3.20C. Besides, the department gives 
substantial grants-in-aid to ten industrial institutions in the distrif*. 
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A pottery demonstration party has been working at Chittagong as a 
result of which some prominent local gentlemen are contemplating the 
establishment of a pottery factory as a private enterprise. Under the 
advice of the Director of Industries, a cotton mill in the name of 
“National Cotton Mills, Limited” is about to be started at Chittagong. 
There is also a scheme under consideration of Q-overnment for the 
establishment of a leather trade school at Chittagong in order to teach 
people the art of manufacturing half-tanned hides in which Madras 
does a large volume of export business. 

(b) and (c) It does not appear that any application or other com- 
munication has been received either by Government or by the Director 
of Industries from the Muslim Banik Karmachari Saraiti for any assist- 
ance for the promotion of their Dyeing and Painting Industry. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when was this District School of Zorwarganj started? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice as to the 
details. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how many rules there are at present in the school? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how many students in course of this year have come 
out of this school trained? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: For these details, Sir, I 
want notice. 

Dr. EUREIH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will tbe Hon ble Minister 

be pleased to state whether the school is running at present at a loss 
or at a profit ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I cannot speak about loss 

or profit, but the school is being very efficiently run, and it is doing 
great good to the locality. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Is the school being run by 
Government direct or by some private agency? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: It is not run directly by 
Government. 
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* Df. SURESH OHANDRA BANERJEE: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
keep any information whether out of the fund that is being ©ontri- 
buted every year by the local managing committee the school makes & 
decent profit or not P 


The HofTblt Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Certainly not. 

• 

Or. SURESH CHANDRA BANERdEE: Will the Hon Me Minister 
be pleased to state what help in the district of Chittagong has Govern- 
ment made up till now towards the various branches of the All-India 
Spinners’ Association which engages itself in the manufacture of 
•khaddar in the district P 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state 
what is the number of boys studying in the school? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is not the question, 

Sir, that was asked. For all these details 1 want notice. 


Failure of orope duo to flood in tome ports of Khulna. 

MOB. Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware— 

(i) that there were repeated Hoods in the Dacope and Paikgacha 
thanas of the Khulna district; 

• (it) that there has l*?en total failure of crops in the whole of the 
Tildanga Sutarkhali Unions of Dacope thana and of the 
Soladana, Lata and Amadi Unions of the Paikgacha thana; 

(til) that there has been partial failure of crops in the Unions, vie., 
Kamurkhola of Dacope police-station, and Deluti, Gadaipur, 
Laskar, Garaikhali, Chandkhali, Regal i and Maharajpur 
Unions of Paikgacha police-station ; and 

(iv) that the cultivators of these affected places are in distress ? 

« 

. ( b ) Has the Hon’ble Minister received any representation from any 
member of the District Board, Khulna, and also from the President, 
Amadi Union Board, praying for— 

(1) gratuitous relief; and 

(2) teat relief works for the people of the places ? 

(e) If so, what steps, if any, does he propose to take in the matter? 



126 


QUESTIONS. 


[6th Am , 


MINISTER in charge of th«i REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bfe Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh ftoy): («) (/) There was do flood 
m the two thanas in 1938-39. During 1939-40 owing to the rise of 
the river level and strong easterly winds the embankments were breached 
resulting in a saline inundation. 

(n) and (iiV) There was a partial failure of crops in these areas. 

(ic) Some distress was reported in the affected areas. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) The District Board arranged to have some road works done in 
police-station Paikg&cha through the local Presidents at the test works 
rate. The laliourcrs are now finding employment in fields owing to early 
setting in of the monsoon and there is no necessity to start test works. 
A sum of Rs.20,700 has been distributed as agricultural loans in the 
two < lianas to ease the situation and further amounts will be distributed, 
if necessary. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the total number of jieople affected by the 
floods and what was the per capita help received in that area? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: The total number 
of people affected were 4,300. 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: With reference to answer («\ (/), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there was a rise 
<rf the river level in 1988-39? 


The Hon'btc Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. I have made 
it very clear here that there was a rise of the river level in 1939-40. 
This rise of the river level and strong easterly winds were the causes of 
the breach of the embankments. Rise of t he river level does not always 
mean flood. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, my question is whether there 
was any flood in 1939-40, for the HonTde Minister in his answer says: — 

“There was no flood in the two thanas. During 1939-40, owibg 
to the rise of the river level and strong easterly winds, the embank- 
ments were breached resulting in a saline inundation.” 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. T ask for 
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•I*?. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE^ln view of the reply driven by th© 
Hon’bl© Minister that the total uu tuber of people affected are about 
4,(100 and a sum of Its. 20,700 has been distributed as agricultural loan, 
are we to understand that the agricultural loan sanctioned was on an 
average of five rupees per capita? 

Th© Hon’bl© Sir BlilOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, Its. 20,700 
has^ilready been distributed as agricultural hums and more money will 
be distributed*^ Necessary. 

SR 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERdEE: Will t he Hon’bl© Minister be pleasml 
to sdate what has been the rate of wages for those employed in test 
Vorks and how much lms been paid to eucli worker? 

• 

Th* Hon'bl* Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I mk for notice. 

M£ ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will (lie Hot.’hle Minister he 
. pleased to consider the desirability of increasing the loan at least to 
the extent of Rs. 10 per capita? 

Th© Hon’bl© 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I have made 
it clear that money is distributed according to necessity, and it in not 
always an act of kindness to the agriculturists to give them as much 
loan as they may like to have. It is not a good policy to help th© 
agriculturists with the maximum loan. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hoi.’ble Minister lie pleased 
to state how many hours these workers are made to work P 

Th© Hon’bl© 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, 1 ask for 
notice. 

Want of larfio©’ waiting room at Rainagar station in Banktira-Damodar 
Rivor Railway. 

*110. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: («) Is the IWble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware — 

(0 that there is no ladies’ waiting room at Kainagar railway station 
* on the Bankura-Damodar Itiver Railway; and 

* (u) that a large number of women passengers passes through that 
station P 

(Of If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will th© Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government are considering 
the desiribRityMof drawing the attention of the Railway authority in th© 
matter P * 
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a 

MINISTER in chars* of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bto Maharaja SHsohandra Handy, of 
Ooaaimhazar) : (a) (i) There is & passenger shed but no enclose! ladies’ 
waiting room. 

( ii) I am informed by the Railway authorities that ordinarily the 
number of female passengers entraining and detraining at this station 
is very small except during the mela. § + 

(b) In view of what I have said in reply to (a) da not think 

that I should be justified in urging the Railway Company to provide the 
accommodation suggested. The Company, I underytapij, R**^received 
no complaints. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWA8: In view of the fact that the 
female passengers who use the station throughout the year — although 
their number is small — suffer & great deal during the rains because they 
have to stand under the open sky, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to move the Railway authorities to have some enclosed shelter there 
for the use of the female passengers? 

H 

The Hon’bla Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Ooaaimhazar: 

As I have already stated, the attention of the Railway authorities was 
drawn to this when we got the notice to this quesion, and they have 
> informed us, as I have stated in my reply, that the number of female 
passengers would not justify in their having a separate shed for the 
female passengers. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in consideration of the faot t bat I have 
already mentioned, he would consider the desirability of moving the 
Railway authorities to provide a shelter there for female passengers? 

TIM Hovt'Mo Maharaja SRISCHANDRA HANDY, of Omfmbaiar: 

I am afraid, 1 would not be justified in accepting the proposition, as 
no complaints have been made either to the Railway or to us. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether we shall take it from the answer just now 
given that if complaints are put in, then alone the Hoo’b^^Ministef 
would move the Railway authorities? 

The Hm'M* Maharaja SRISOHANDRA NANNY, *f OaMfafcarar: 

Sir, this is a matter concerning Government of India pp<{ moving 
this Government would be of no avail. I, would a^vitfe thgpeoritof 
the locality to move the Railway authorities. 

S# 
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’ Hr. SUREMDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, what ia the bar against 
the Hbn’ble Minister moving the Railway authorities to provide an 
aceoipmodation P 

The Hon’blt Maharaja SRI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbaiar: 

As I have already stated, their attention has already been drawn to 
th^matter. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if iUi&at fact that these Bn&ania ('handi Mt las are held twice a 
week? * s i 

• 

• Tho Hon'blo Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbaiar: 

I amjiot aware of it. 

Mr, 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the llm.’ble Miniver consider 
the Jtsirabilit\ of enquiring whether the ftuunitu (')uimii Mehis are 
held tb<^pe tw iee a week ? 

Tho Hon’jifo Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Costtmbazar: 

Certainly, 1 can do that. 

Publication of names of soholarthip-holdort. 

•111. £lr. MD. ABUL FAZLs <«) Is the Hoii’l.l.* Minister in" 
charge of the Education Department aware that the delay of one year 
in publishing the names of scholarship-holders of the University Exami- 
nations in 19)18 and 19)19, has caused considerable hatdship to many 
flcholars ? * 4 

(b) What fttejM* do the Government intend to take in future for 
the. publication of the names of the Hcholnrshijeholders soon after the 
publication of the results of the various University Examinations? 

MINI8JER in charge of tho EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon'blo Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (<n Yes 

(b) The Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, has been requested 
to see that the lists of scholarship-holders are published as soon as 
possible. 

• Secondary Education Bill. 

MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the- Hon’blc Mining in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state when the* 
Government conte«|plate introduction of the Bengal Secondary Educa* 
tion Bill in the Assembly. 

Hr. A. IU FAZLUL HUQl In the current kmioo of 

10 
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Communal ratio of contractor* englgod in linking tub* well* in tho 

province. 


*113. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge of the Public Health Department be pleased to lay on^ the 
table a statement showing, district by district, for the year ending the 
Mist March, 1 1)40— 

(/) the number of — 


(1) ferro-concrete wells, 

(2) masonry wells, and 
(.*1) tube wells 

sunk by (ioverninent in the province; and 


tii) the n imberof contuu tois engaged in sinking the'm, whp were — 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 
(H) others? 


MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 8ELF» 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): A statement i> laid on th| table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question So. 113. 




| 

Number of well*. 

! 

Number of contractor* 
engaged. 


Pint riot. 

K. <\. 
eonemte 

or con* 

crvte ring 
well*. 

Maaonry 

wells. 

i 

Tube 

wells. 

Hin- 

du*. 

Muw- 

hm». 

Other*. 

1. 

Bunt wan 

4 

33 

132 

56 

% 

. 

* 2. 

Birbhum 

76 

21 

29 

27 

5 

at ’ * 

3. 

Bankura 

<*H2 

(o)U7 

(o)9 

^ei 

3 


4 . 

Midrvaporo 

25 

31 

105 

21 

V \K 


..... 









(a) SO project* were undertaken in 1938*39 and oamptefc in ioImo. 
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r 

District. 

% 

* 

Number of wells. 

* Number of oontreotore 
engaged. 

F. C.. 
concrete 

or con- 
crete ring 
wells. 

Masonry 

welts. 

Tube 

wells. 

Hin- 

dus. 

Mus- 

lims. 

Others, 

5. 

Hooghly . , 

3 


77 

22 

5 


6. 

Howrah 

7 


51 

11 



V 

2t Parganas 



132 

24 

9 

1 

8. 

Xadia 

• 



U7 

13 

6 


9. 

Murwhidabml 


76 

.4* 

17 

3 


10. 

r 

Je*^re 



lo:i 

16 

10 


11. 

Khulna 

.. 


4 * 

27 

K 


12. 

Ilnrcii 



130 

(u)17 

3 


13. 

Myrnenmngh 

03 

1 

608 

50 

14 

1 

14. 

Faridpur , 



356 

(Ml 



i». 

Hnkargonj 



46 

7 

1 


10. 

Chittagong 

5o 

i 

i _ ] 

4K 

5 

13 

1 

17. 

Tipj*era 

j 


308 

21 



18. 

Xoakhali . | 



202 

6 

5 ! 


ML 

Kuji-hahi ,, . . 1 

11 1 


117 

<i j 

1 ! 

7 


20. 

' ’ 1 

Dinajpur . . ] 

13 ! 


224 

1 1 

6 


21. 

Jntpmguri . . j 

1 04 i 



47 

5 


22. 

Kangpur . j 

o 

10 

! 237 

•• 

2o 


23. 

Hogra • 



190 

" 

19 

8 

24. 

Pabna 

2 

47 

107 

9 ! 

4 


25. 

MaUia 

6 

2H 

77 

11 

18 


25. 

Darjeeling 



! 

1 • - 1 

i 





(o) Includes 8cl»eduied Caste*. 

(6) 9® tube wells were allotted to 1 Hindu contractor and the rest to union boards. 


Baku MADHUSVOAN 3ARKER: Will the ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if we are to understand from the statement that except 
in the dist#&£t of Dacca, there is no Scheduled Castes contractor in any 
other district f 
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Th. Hen'bl* Nawab Khwaja ^fABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I ask for notice, 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state bow many contracts were given to Muslim contractors and how 
many to Hindu contractors? 

Tht Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

That is too broad a question. I ask for notice. 

♦ 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answer* to which were laid on the table) 

Hindu and Muslim Sub- Inspectors of Police. 

98. Dr. 8ANAULLAH : Will the Hon’ble Minister tb charge of 
the Home (Police) Deportment lie pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing, district by district and year by year, for the last five 
years — 

(i) the total number oi Muslim Sub-Inspectors of Police; 

(n) the total number of Hindu Sub-Inspectors of Police who have 
been dismissed; 

(Hi) the total number of promotions of the — 

(1) Muslim Sub-Inspectors, and 

(2) Hindu Sub-Inspectors of Police 

to the rank of the Inspector of Police in each district; 

(iv) the total number of promotions and dismissals of — 

(1) Hindu, and 

(2) Muslim 

Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Police? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: A statement is laid on the 
library table. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state the reasons for t lie remarkable decrease in the number 
of Muslim Sub-Inspectors during the last five years in the whole 
cadre ? w 

The Hon’ bit Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I submit that this 
question does not arise as only statistics were askbd fdr and they 
have been given. 

$ 
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Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN^Will the Hon’bl* Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons for the extremely disproportionate promo- 
tion of the Hindu and Muslim Sub-Inspectors to the rank of Inspector#? 


The Hofl’bla Khwaja Sir HAZIMUDDIH: Sir. u»y objection is the 

same.* 

% 

Mr. SPEAKER; Hut the question hImi lefers to the total number 
of promotions to the rank of Inspectors. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir HAZIMUDDIH: As fur as promotions are 
concerned, they will nuturull\ be on the basis of the strength of the 
cadre mid the proportion between the two comes to 4 : 1 and 3 : l. 
Naturally the promotion will he on that ratio assuming that the re- 
presentatives <*f the tM<» communities are equal in merit and seniority. 

Mr. ABDUL'WAHAB KHAN: Will the H on' hie Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons for the disproportionate number of dis- 
missals between the Hindu and Muslim Assistant Sub-Inspectors 
during the last •"> years? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN : With reference to the answer just 
now given b\ the Hon’ble Minister, will be consider the desirability of 
direct recruitment of Assistant Sub-Inspectors to make up the quota 
in the rank of Assistant Sub-Inspectors and subsequent!) in the rank 
of Sub- Inspectors ? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Progress of irrigation Department in Chittagong. 

59. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABAD!: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Comm unirat ions and Works 
Departnfent be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the 
Chittagong district from the year 1937 up till now — 

(i) the work that has been done by the Irrigation Department ; and 

(if) the amount that has been spent for the purpose? 

(hi Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the future pro- 
gramme of work in the district in this connection? 
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Th# Hon’W# Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA RANDY, of Cferimbftzar: 

(a) No schemes were executed by the Irrigation Branch of the Com- 
munications artd Works Department during the period. Schemes cost- 
ing about Rs. 17,000 were however executed and financed partly from 
the Government of India's first and second grants for minor drainage 
and flushing schemes and for the improvement of village communica- 
tions including existing waterways. A list of these has been placed 
in the Library. 

(b) Two schemes for the provision of rabi irrigation from the 
Hangor khal and the Dhurang river are under preparation, au<f also a 
drainage scheme for the improvement of the Selonia khal in police- 
station Phatikehari, 

The following small projects have been prepared and it is proposed 
to execute them during the current year under the decentralisation 
scheme provided that the District Hoard agree to hear one-third of the 
initial cost and meet maintenance charges: — 

Rs. 

(1) Improvement of the Krishnakhali khal in 

police-station Patiyo ... 3,750 

C2) Re-excavution of the Snndandi khal ... 3,381 

(3) Widening and deepening the Ichakhali khal ... 1,708 

The District Board will in due course he consulted about a feu other 

small projects which are ready and which seem to l>e suitable for 
execution under the decentralisation scheme. 


••lection of students for admission into the Medical Collage, Calcutta. 

60. Dr. NALINAK8HYA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — , 

(#) what are the principles, if any, followed in the selection of 
candidates for admission into the Calcutta Medical College 
.as students; 

(ii) who were the persons entrusted with the selection of such 
candidates during the current year; 

(iVi) what are their respective qualifications; 

(iv) the names of the candidates selected for admission in June, 
1940; 

(r) their academic qualifications; 

(ri) total marks obtained by each of them in the last University 
Examination ; 
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subject* offered in the Inst University Examination ; 

(«“) the district* to which each of them belongs; and 
(Lr) the names of the applicants who were not selected although 
they had secured better marks in the last University Exami- 
nation* than t lit* selected candidates belonging to the same 

• community and lower in the order of merit? 

% 

{b) A\ hat steps have the Government taken to ensure that more 
meritorious candidates may not 1h* superseded by less meritorious 
stufeuts on considerations other thun adequate representation of 
different communities? 

The Mon’bla Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooai 

(uii T/ i ( andidates are selected b\ a Selection Committee appointed by 
Government The minimum preliminary qualification for admission 
is a # first division pass certificate of the I. Sc. Examination of the 
( alcut tu University or an examination recognised as equivalent to it 
with Pinnies. Chemist! \ and Mathematics and also with Biology from 
the current \ear. This comlition of a first division certificate may be 
relaxed to fill up the quota reserved for Muslims and Scheduled Tastes 
and also the five seats to which thV Surgeon-General, Bengal, is 
authorised to nominate. For special reasons the rule may also be^ 
relaxed b\ Government. 

< n\ and {m \ A statement is laid on the Library table. 

(ir) to ( i.r ) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

( f > » ( iovernment do not propose to interfere with the discretion of 
.the Selection Committee, as, besides merit, there are other considera- 
tions, e.g., of health, financial condition of the candidate's famih, etc., 
which the ( ommittee have to take into consideration in selecting 
candidates. 

Dr* HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* With reference to answer (a) (i), 
namely, candidates are selected by a Selection (.’ommittee appointed by 
Government, may I enquire what are the qualifications on the basis of 
which the selection of the Selection Committee has been made? 

The Hovt’bf# Ntwab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaooat 

I want notice. 

• 

Dr. NALINAKSHA BANYAL: With reference to (a) ( i ) that the 
minimum 'preliminary qualification for admission is a first division pass 
certificate of the I. Sc. Examination of the Calcutta University, mav I 
enquire whether this minimum qualification has been relaxed by Gov- 
ernment in case of Hindu candidates? 
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The Hon'We Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

In some cases. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I enquire the reasons why? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I cannot say the reasons offhand. If I have notice I can supply <he 
information. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to the selection of 
Muslim candidates, will the Ilon’hle Minister be pleased to state whether 
strictly speaking within the Muslim community no other consideration 
hut merit has been followed ? , t 

Tho Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

As far as possible, 1 think, it was followed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If that is so, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason why a Muslim candidate, namely, 
Saiyed lteza Haider who secured 45T marks was not selected, although 
, another Muslim candidate named Md. Sarkhat Ali who secured a total 
mark of was selected ? 

Tho Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

1 would ask the honourable member to read the answer given in ib ). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hou’hle Minister be pleased* 
to state if in the selection of these candidates the financial condition of 
the candidates as mentioned here was enquired into, and, if so, at what 
stage and by whom ? 

Tho Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

That was enquired into by the Selection Committee and I cannot say 
at what stage. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I enquire if it is a fact that 
the finaneial condition of the candidate#’ families was not enquired 
into in a number of case.s? 

Tho Hon’blo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH fahadur, of Daooa: 

In the brat place, these are matters for the Selection Committee, but 
if the member has got any specific charge, I shall be prepared to enquire 
into that. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the financial ability of the candidate to convince the 
members of the Selection Committee is one consideration f 

Mr. SPEAKERS Will you repent the question V 

Of. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I have asked if the financial ability 
of the candidate 

Mr? SPEAKER: I am sorry I shall have to disallow supplementary 
ques^ons if the right of putting them is used for the purpose of accusa- 
tion or allegation. In this case you are making an allegation. 

Dr/ NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I have first asked the question as 
to when and at what stage this enquiry into the financial condition of 
the candidate was made, to which the Hon’hle Minister replied that he 
. did not know the details whirh he had got to enquire. He also said 
that if sjM'cific cases were brought to his notice, he would enquire into 
that. Theieafter, 1 asked if the financial ability of a candidate to <snn- 
vince the memliers of the Selection Committee is a consideration for 
selection. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, if this sort of abuse is made of the 
right of putting questions 1 will have to consider whether I shall allow* 
these supplementary questions or not. 

(Mr. Speaker then called the next question. > 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I have another important question 
to ask. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When I saw you have degenerated to that position, 
I called for # the next question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I was all along on my legs. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou are perpetually on your legs. I am sorry I 
have called the next question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: This is a very important matter. 

• ^ 

Tilt Hon’bl* Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
After what you have said the honourable member, I think, has not the 
right to put any supplementary questions. 
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OmiMion of all roftranoaa to “Black-hole” tragedy from text-hooks. 

01. Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(/') that Heveral meetings were held on the 3rd July, 1940. all over 
Bengal in memory of the late Nawab Sirajuddowla ; ^ 

(ii) that resolutions were passed demanding the removal of the 
references of the “Black-hole” tragedy, etc., from text- 
books ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether the Government contemplate taking 
early steps for the removal of the references of the “Black-hole” tragedy 
from history and text-books in use in Bengali 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) I have no information. 
(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. MIA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to 
state if any reference to the Black Hole tragedy in the text-books would 
be undesirable to the Hindus and Muslims alike P 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 

Mr. MIA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased -to 
give the necessary direction to the Text-Book Committee that any book 
having reference to the obnoxious tragedy should not he selected? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is again a question of action. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is aware that it is now a proved fact that 
the Black Hole tragedy is a colossal hoax? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEEl Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether be has access to the reports that the Home Minister 
collects P 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does uot arise. 
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Report of Rent Reduction Committee regarding Idalds district 

Mri TARINI CHARAN PRAMANIK: (a) Will tl,r Hon’hle^ 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleaded to state 
whether the Rent Reduction Committee has suhinittetl its rejuirt ? 


If so, what is their recommendation with regard to Mulda 
district? 


Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No 

(hi Dot's not arise. 


Free studentships to Scheduled Caste students of the Presidency 
College, Calcutta. 

63. Mr. pHANANJOY ROY • w i\ Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Depuitnieiit be pleased to state — 

(/* the total number of part-free and full-free studentships in both 
Seino e and Arts classes of the Presidency College since 
IMS; 

(m how many of them are enjo\ed by the— 

< 1 ) ( aste 1 1 indus, 

(*Js Muslims, and 

td) Scheduled Canto students; 

(in) how man\ of the Scheduled Taste students applied for port- 
free and f n 1 i - f i ee studentships since 1037 : 

(n* i how many of them have got the concession; and 
(ri whether there is any arrangement for the arrant of part-free and 
• lull-free studentships to Scheduled Caste students? 

(M If the answer to (firm in in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister In* pleaded to state what action he propose*! to take in the 
matter? 

# The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On <n In 193R-~ TO part- 
free studentships; and in P)30 — 70 part-free studentships. 

(No full-free studentships are attached to the Presidency College.) 

(it) ( 1 > Ca«te Hindus — 03. 

( 2 ) Muslims — 7. 

(3 1 Scheduled Castes — Nil. 
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(Hi) 1937-^fo records have been kept showing separately the 
number pf Scheduled Caste applicants. 
r ft)38 — Three applicants. 

„ 1939 — Two applicants. 

( tv ) None. 

(v) No. 


(Ij) The matter will receive ray consideration. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Absence of raised platform at Ondal station. 

*114. Mr. BANKU BEHARI MONDAL: Ui) Is tl 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Works 
aware — 

(/) that there is no raised platform at the Ondal railway statiou, 
East Indian Railway; and 

(//) that the absence of a raised platform causes inconvenience to 
the passengers, specially to the old, the invalid, ladies and 
children when they get down from and get into train? 

il>) If the answei to (<i) is in the atHrmative, do the Government 
consider the desirability of moving the authorities concerned in the 
matter? 

The Hon’bte Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

(a) (t) There is n raised low level platform ut this station. 

Ui) A higher platform might he more convenient. 

(h) 1 have been informed by the Railway Administration that it will 
he very expensive to provide a high level platform at this station, as the 
station building and the waiting shed would also have to be raised. 
1 therefore do not feel that it would he justifiable for me to urge the 
Administration to undertake the work at the present time. 

Election of the Chairman of Jangipur Municipality, Murshkiabad. 

*115. Mr. BASANKA SEKHAR BANYAL: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether an election was held to fill up the vacancy caused by 
the death of Balm Kalicharan Sinha, Chairman, Jangipur Municipality, 
within the district of Murshidabad ? 
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(ft) If so, when was it held ? 

(c) What was the result of the said election? 

(< 1 ) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
ment shewing — % 

, (0 tbe existing number of commissioners who are — 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muslims; 

• , _ 

(it) the number of them that took |>art in the said election, who 
were — 

(1) Hindus, and 

UM Muslims; and 

U 1 *) Ibe name and designation of the fierson who presided at the 
said meeting? 

tc) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether any dis- 
pute war. lodged with the (fovernment relating to the said election? 

(f) If so, will the II on b le Minister lie pleased to state— 

(») the nature of the dispute; and 

(u) the date of its filing? 

Uf) Have the (iovei uiuent aiiived at a decision upon the said 
dispute ? 

{h) If not, will the Hon'ble Minister Ik* pleased to stats how the 
• matter stands now? 

* The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

(a) Yes, 

ih) the did November, 19H9. 

tc) Maulvi Housetulla Sheikh was declared by the President of the 
meeting to have lieen elected as Chairman. 

(d) (i) The total number of commissioners is 18, of which 11 are 
Hindus and 7 Muhammadans. 

(is) Fifteen commissioners attended the meeting, of which 8 were 
Hindus and 7 Muhammadans. 

(iii) Maulvi Jakiruddin Biswas, the Vice-Chairman of the Munici- 
pality. 

(e) Tea. 

if) (t) Four petitions of objection were received in connection with 
the election. The petitions of Babu Dwijapada Chatterji o*d 
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Muktipada Ch^tterji stated that they were not allowed to take part in 
the meeting on the alleged ground that they had not taken the oath of 
Allegiance to the Crown within the prescribed time. 

The petition of Babu Shyama Charan Chakra varty waa to the effect 
that the voting pajier submitted by him was wrongly cancelled by the 
President of the meeting and the petition of Babu Harinath Das, the 
rival candidate for chairmanship, was to the effect that the President 
of the meeting was wrong in rejecting the voting paper of Babu Shyama 
Charan Chakravarly. ^ 

(//) All the petitions were received by the Divisional Commissioner 
on the 20th December, 1030. 

(y) and (h) The matter is under the consideration of Government 
mid orders will soon issue. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA SANYAL*. With reference to answer (y\ and 
(//), will the Hon’ble Minister please state as to how long Government 
will take to come to a final decision on this issue? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoea: 

I have already said, Sir — very soon. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Now that 8 months have already 
passed since flic application reached the Divisional Commissioner, will 
the Ilon’ble Minister please state it he can now mention a definite date 
within which a decision can be given? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca;. 

Sir, this is very unfortunate; I cannot mention dates, but 1 can say this 
much that it will Ik* done very soon. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister please 
state if the decision will come before the expiry of the life of the pre- 
sent municipality? That is to say, 3 years from now? 

Tho Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Certainly, Sir, the decision will come long before that period. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state whether it is not a fact that Government have already arriv- 
ed at a decision that the election has been illegal, but that the said 
decision is being withheld? 

Tho Hoct’Mo Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

Sir, I have not got any such information in ray possession. 
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Mr. BASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Id view of the fat# that I hare 

specifically asked 

The Hon We Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oami 

Sir, I have categorically denied that. 

Mr. BA8ANKA 8EKHAR SAN YAL: Will the Hon' hi* Minister 
please consider the desirability of making an enquiry into the matter 
to-morrow and satisfying himself that the question I have put is a 
questidh which ha* foundation on fact? 

. MV. SPEAKER: T hat question does not arise. 

Dr.* NALIN AK8H A SAN YAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister please 
stale what report the I)i\isional Commissioner has given on this 
petition? 

The Hon’hle* Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

No. Sir. I am not prcjMied to give out the report. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
please *tate win he i* withholding the information regarding the 
opinion of the Divisional ('omniHsionei , what are In* grounds for doing 
so ? ? 

The Hoit’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

Sir, that the usual practice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I* it Ihm ause the Commissioner's 
recommendation has not been to the taste of the Ministry? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That quest ion does not arise. 

• 

Mr. BA8ANKA 8EKHAR SAN YAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister 
please state whether it is a fact that a representation from the present 
elected Chairman was made to him asking for publishing the decision 
of the Government a little later? 

The'Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

Sir,*I could not aay that offhand. 

Mr.'ATIJL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
enlighten us whether the Divisional Commissioner has passed any 
opinion that the said election has been illegal? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not ariee. 



144 


QUESTIONS. 


[6th Atro., 


Promotion of public mootings in Jalpaiguri district 

•Ilk." Bobu KHAGENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that under the order of the Deputy Commis* 
sinner, Jalpaiguri, under the Defence of India Rules, all sorts of 
public meetings and processions without his previous permission are 
now prohibited in the district of Jalpaiguri? « 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Uon’hle 

Miniate! be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the said order of the 

Deputy Commissioner? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: («> Yes, except public 
meetings held under any statutory or other legal authority. 

(h) A copy of the order is laid on the table. 

Stilt cine nl referred to in the reply to clause { h ) of starred question 

.Vo. 116. 

Notice. 

Whereas under notification No. 21251*. , dated the Hth April, 1940, 
the UovernCr in exercise of the power conferred bv sub-rule (7) of 
rule 5(3 of the Defence of India Rules has been pleased to make the 
following order directing that: — 

No person shall convene, organise, hold or take part in any public 
procession, meeting or assembly for the furtherance of any object or 
the discussion of ail} matter, the furtheiance or discussion of which — 
(o) is, or intended or is likely to he, a prejudicial act within the 
meaning of clause (6) of rule *14 of the Defence of India 
Rules; or 

(h) is intended or is likely to affect prejudicially the Defence of 
British India, the public* safety, the maintenance of public 
order, the efficient prosecution of war or the maintenance of 
supplies and services essential to the life of the community. 

2. Now therefore, for the purpose of securing compliance with or 
preventing any contravention of the above order, I, Major I. Stewjart, 
Deputy Commissioner (District Magistrate) of Jalpaiguri, hereby 
direct that no person shall during the period of 6 months com- 
mencing from 21st day of April, 1940, convene, organise, hold or 
take part in any public procession, meeting or assembly unless — 

(o) written notice, containing details of the time and place at 
and the purpose for which it is proposed to hold such 
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procession , meeting or assembly, has been given to me at 
leant three days previous to the holding of such procession, 
„ meeting or assembly ; anil 

. (b) previous permission in writing to hold such procession, meet- 
ing or assembly has Wen obtained from me. 

5. This order shall not apply to any public meeting held under any 
statutory dr other legal authority or to any public meeting convened by 
me o%umler my authority. 

4. If auy person contravenes auy order made above, he shall under 
rule *56 of the Defence of India Rules W punishable with imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to three years ami shall also lie liable to 
fine. * * 

I . Stewart, 

Major , 

Deputy Commissioner, Jaijtaiffv ri. 


Babtl KHACENDRA NATH DAB GUPTA t Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state whether the Deputy Commissioner, Jalpaiguri, 
has been einjjowered by the Provincial Government to promulgate auch 
a drastic order prohibiting all sorts of public meetings? * 

The Honfrie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I will refer the 
honourable member to the notice itself and the sections of the Act. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state if this Notification No. 2I25P., dated the 8th April, HMd, applies 
to cases even of members of Legislatures organising, convening meet- 
ings and assemblies within their constituencies for purposes connected 
exclusively with the duties, business, and opinions, etc., of their consti- 
tuents as members? 

Mr. SPEAKER S That is not an information, but legal opinion. 

Mr. JNISHITHA NATH KUNDU l Sir, I wanted to know whether 
tho*e words, “no person shall convene, organise, hold or take part in 
any public meeting, etc." apply also to the members of the Legislature? 

Mr.' SPEAKERS That is a question of interpretation. Ton are as 
much able to interpret it as the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDOIN HAM EM Y I Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please explain the term “under any statutory or othsr legal authority” r 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state whether in view of the provisions of Rule 16 of the Defence 
of India Rules the Magistrate was not justified in prohibiting the hold- 
ing of any meeting whatsoever and whether in view of this legal posi- 
tion the Hon’ble Minister does consider the desirability of asking the 
Magistrate to modify his order? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I do not think that 
this order is illegal, but I have called for a report from the District 
Magistrate. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether it is a fact that this order has been passed only to sup- 
press the present movement in Jalpaiguri and has nothing to dp with 
the defence of India ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
enlighten us as to what emergency arose in the district of Jalpaiguri 
which led to the issue of such an order by the District Magistrate there? 

Tht Hon ’Wo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : There was extreme tension 
of feeling there and danger of serious disorder arising aNo. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
enlighten us as to what are those feelings prevailing in the district of 
Jalpaiguri that led the District Magistrate to promulgate such au order? 

Tht Hon’ttfo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Agrarian trouble in that 
district between Jotedars and Adhiart. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Ra+xcavation of Bemorta Khai in Khulna. 

84. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: <«) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware that 
the Bemorta khul in the Khulna district is the direct and the shortest 
route between Calcutta and East Bengal? 

(4) Will tht Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what the Govern - 
’meat have done for the re-excavation of the khal? 
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(c) Bo the Government intend taking up thin project ibis year? 

(d) What hae been done with the amount budgeted thi# year for 
thi# project P 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RISCHAN0RA HANDY, of Coesifitbazari 

(a) I accept the honourable member'# opiuion. 

(f>), (r> and (d i No provision ha# been made in thi# year'# budget, 
but the question of financing the project in the near future i# under 
consideration. 

Bpbu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister please 
state whether there was any provision made in last year*# Budget that 
was ig»t expended Y 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA HANDY, of Gotsiittbatari 

No, Sif, there was no provision made in lust year'# Budget. 

* 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
consider the desirability of publishing the notification excluding the 
member# of thi# House from the purview of such au order Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid we have done with that question and 
are now dealing with Unstarred question#. 


Abolition of local boards in Tippara district. 

85. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble 

Ministei in charge of the laical Self-Government Department be 
pleaded to state, with re#|w*ct to the Tippera district — 

(t) when the local hoards will be alwdished ; 

(if > wife u the election for electing members of the District Board 
of Tippera will take place; 

(nil how many members will be elected and how tnanv a ill l»e 
nominated; and 

( *r ) how many seats will be reserved for the minority community P 

fb ) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
constituencies have been delimited? 

(c) -If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — * 

(t) tbe constituencies as settled; 

(it) the allotment of reserved seat# for such constituencies; and 
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(t«) whether the special electoral units have been created for the 
representation of the minority community? 


(d) If the answer to ( c ) (Hi) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how the seats reserved for such community 
will be filled up? 

p 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) (i) Orders have been issued for the abolition of the local boards in 
the district of Tippera with effect from the 31st December, 194$. 

(it) The next election to the district boards will be held after the 
constituencies have been delimited by Government under rule 2 of the 
Ilules for Direct Election to District Boards, a copy of which is laid 
on the Library table. 

(in) Three-fourths of the total number of members of the district 
board will be elected and the remaining one-fourth will be nominated 
by Government. f 

(iv) The number of reserved seats has not yet been fixed. It will 
be fixed on the basis of population under section 10A of the Local 
Self-Government Act. 

(b) No. 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 


Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please consider the desirability of inviting suggestions from members 
of the Legislature of the district concerned in the matter of delimitation 
of constituencies? 


Tht Hoft’blt Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I shull be very pleased and I shall invite all members to give their 
suggestions. 

Mr. 8HAHED ALI: With reference to answer (b) t will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state when the work of delimitation will begin? 

Tht Hoft’blt Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I have said that from the 31st December, 1940, the local boards will 
he abolished and then the question of delimitation will be taien up. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In the matter of delimit*, 
tion of const ituenmes, will the Hou ble Minister please tell us whether 
the Government has received any report from the District Magistrate? 

Tht Hon'bl* Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, at Daaoa: 

V A» far as I am aware, I have received no report as yeL 
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Mr* BHAHED ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister plcoae state 
whether it is a fact that the work has already Wen finished by the 
District Magistrate in consultation with the (hair man. District Board, 
in the district of Tippers f 

Tht Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I an# not aware of the fact. 

Mr. BHAHED ALI: Will the Hon hie Minister please make an 
enquiry into the matter ¥ 

. Tfc. Hon’bl. Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoea: 

Yes, I shall make an enquiry. 


Reduction of rant in Malda district 

66. Mr. TAftINI CHARAN PRAMANIK: (« } U the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware that the rate of 
rent obtaining in the district of Maldu is excessive Y 

(/#) If the answer to (ft) is in the affirmative, do the Government 
contemplate tuking steps for reduction of rent in the district F 

(r) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
thereof ? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA6AD 8INGH ROYl (a) No 

% (b) and (r) Do not arise. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please give us data in support of his reply to question (tf), namely, 
“No”? 

Tho HoiYbla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, I have got 
the data here — 

The incidence of cash rent per acre for rat yat wart interest is as 
follows : — 

Its. a. 


Malda ... .. 2 4 

Bogra ... ... 2 14 

.Pabua ... ... 3 1 

Din aj pur ... ... 2 7 

Rangpur ... ... 30 

Rajs hah i ... ... 3 3 

Jalpaiguri ... ... 2 6 
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Realisation of “atwabe” in Birbhum. 

67. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHARJI: (a) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that in spite of the enactment of the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Bill of 1938, the practice of realisation of ahvfabt 
in the name of Nirvedi and Tahuri is being continued in 
the district of Birbhum by some of the zemindars; 

(it) that many tenants of Babu Byomkesh Mukherjee in the* Paikar 
Mahal are under realisation of such abwabs ; 

(Hi) that they made a petition to the Collector of Birbhum on the 
21st March, 1940, and sent a reminder thereof on the 28th 
March, 1940; 

( iv ) that no action was taken by the District Magistrate; anjJ 
(t;) that they also applied to the Commissioner, Burdwan Division, 
on the 12th April, 1940, and sent a reminder to that effect 
on the noth April, 1940? 

(b) If the answer to (a) ( iix ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps he proposes to take in the 
matter P 

The Hon’kMt Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: (a) (i) Government 

have no definite information about such practice. 

(ft) to (ir) Allegations to that effect were made and enquired into 
when it was found that the landlord was realising in terms of his deed 
of purchase from the Nawub of Rampur certain additional charges 
called over and above the amount recorded in the record- 

of-rights ns payable as rent, which hud been paid to the Nawab of 
Rampur without objection by the tenants for many years past. The 
attention of the landlord having been drawn to the illegal character of 
the charges, he lias promised to stop collection of these chargee 
forthwith. 

(r) One person represented to the Commissioner to that effect. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHARJI: Will the Hdn’ble 

Minister please state if the terms of the landlords have been accepted 
by Government, and see that the zemindars keep their promiseP 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Government 

have accepted the promise and if the promise is not kept, then certainly 
Government will see that the zamindars honour their promise. 
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Communal ttnsion in Ctmartanga, Nadia. 

6ft. Dr. NALINAKSHA SAHYAL: (a) U the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware that acute communal feeling* 
are existing in some parts of Chuadanga subdivision, Nadia district, for 
some time past? 

*(b) If so, what steps has the Subdivision*! Officer of the place 
taken to allay the tension ? 

(<^ Did the District Magistrate visit the locality in the month of 
June? 

\d) If so, what steps have been taken by him to restore good 

relations between the Hindus and the Muslims of the place? 

•• 

Tht Hon’bto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: ia) I am aware that there 

was some tension in a particular area some weeks ago. 

( b ) Certain rioting cases have l>oen started and proceedings under 
section 107, Criminal Procedure Code, are pending. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) A public meeting was held and good relations between the two 
communities have now been restored. 


Dr. HALINAKSHA ftANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister please 
state, wit It reference to answers (b) and {d), why is it that the Subdivi- 
sional Officer takes one course with a view to allay the tension and the 
District Magistrate takes another course? 


* Tht Hofl’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as long as we have 

the tension allayed, it does not matter if the courses differ. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA ftANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
let us know whether it is a fact that as a result of the steps taken by 
the Subdivisional Officer, namely, continuing rioting cases and criminal 
cases under section 107, Criminal Procedure Code, communal tension 

which otherwise would have subsided is still continuing? 

. 

* Th# Hon’bft Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice, Sir. 

Df. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government are considering the desirability of putting 
a curtain on the whole matter by withdrawing all cases either against 
Hindus or Mussulmans in that area? 
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Thk Hon’bK Khwaji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It may be that it wfcs 
because action was taken that there was allaying of the feeling. I don't 
like to interfere with the discretion of the local officers, but I shall 
forward the suggestion made by the honourable member to local officers. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I have got your consent to 
an adjournment motion for which I gave notice: — 

r 

“That this Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance of recent occurrence, namely, the manner 
in which contributions to War Purposes Fund are being raised by the' 
District Magistrates through the agency of union boards.” <( • 

May I have the leave of the H ousel' I hand over the short statement 
in this connection as required under the rules. # 

Mr. SPEAKER: li ow do you connect Government’ with thiah* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If you would like to be satisfied 
on this point, I would certainly like to satisfy you and the Hon’ble 
Home Minister. I have got a written notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The position is, every adjournment motion must 
be treated as affecting the jurisdiction which the Government bus got, 
and that must be arising out of a positive act of Government. Where 
is the act of Government in this cuse, which you want to bring before 
the House Y 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May 1 submit, Sir. that adjourn- 
ment motions are usually tabled to bring out rertaiu matters of general 
public importance, in which not merely one particular officer or officers 
are concerned, but in which there is a general grievance over a large 
area. And further, Sir, I submit that acts of commission as well as 
omission 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is the first time that I bear that theory 
about adjournment motions. (Laughter.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It should be of general importance, 
a theory which you have always held. Whenever a District Magistrate 
is taking some action, either action of commission or omission in 
regard to a matter of such general importance, it will be a matter for 
adjournment motion. 
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*1 filial] just show you from the letters which I have received. I* ha ve 
got one letter from the Union Board Office of Simlagarh Yitaain in the 
district of Hooghlv, where it is stated 

SPEAKER: How do you know that the District Magistrate 
has asked him to do it? 

iJf. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the threat is, I a in going to 
send this list of assessment, which you are not complying with, to the 
Distrng Magistrate for necessan uction, and the matter was referred 
to the District Magistrate by u petition, and that petition has not been 
acteih upon so far. 

lift SPEAKER: What I shall do is this : You table questions on 
each of these eases, and l shall first of all see that the questions aro 
admitted, and see what are the uetual facts. At present even from your 
papers? it does not appear that the District Magistrate is responsible. 

• 1 can quite understand if you say that the village union board is 
responsible. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have also another instance in 
which at Nawadwip, a town which you know very intimately, the 
District Magistrate personally went to merchants and demanded from 
them certain sums, which he thought would be reasonable for them to 
pay, and elsewhere in one case ut least a gentleman had to suffer in 
regard to a licence of his gun for having not been able to comply with 
such a request or demand. 

*R«i HARENDRA NATH DHAUDHURI : On a point of order, 
Sir. Is it your idea that questions will be put to ascertain how fur the 
Government or the District Magistrate is cognisant of such affairs? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: If we do that, we can't make 
out a case. But here on the basis of an adjournment motion, we can 
discuss and make out a case. 

Mr. JIPEAKER: Unfortunately, these are all individual acta not 
ariaing out of a common policy of Government. 

Dr* MALINAK8HA 8AMYAL: I have got four specific case*. 

Rat HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If there are several 
individual acta, it goes to show that there is a common policy underly- 
ing them all. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Supposing a particular type of crime is commifted 
in some districts, it does not show that it is the common policy of the 
Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I have specifically drawn 

attention to four districts, namely, Midnapore, Nadia, Hooghly and 
Noakhali. These are specific instances I have referred to in order to 
enable me to convince you that I am not bringing out any frivolous 
motion. If a question is asked, there are two difficulties in my way. 
First of all, the question need not be replied to as early as I would 
like to have it replied to, and the result would be that this harassment 
which at present is going on will continue ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you quite sure that this adjournment -motion 
will bring about its discontinuance? 

.Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I hope, Sir, that the publicity that 
the adjournment motion will get, together with the lion 'hie Minister’s • 
assurance in that connection, will convince the villagers 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the best way is to table all these question* 
together. I wilt send them to Government and see that replies are 
given as early ae possible. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then, what about the question of 
urgency, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as the question of urgency is concerned, 

I can’t say anything now. 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I am prepared to wait if you 
get an assurance from the Hon ’hie the Home Minister that he is 
prepared to address all the District Magistrates, especially the four 
districts I have mentioned. After he has ascertained the facts, we may 
exchange views to see if it is necessary to have any adjournment motion. 
But I think a question will not he. of help in this matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid I cannot see my way for the time 
being until I am satisfied more on the point as to what is the precise 
nature of the action, for which Government is responsible. I am 
afraid I cannot accept the motion. 

Dr. NAUNAKSHA SAN Y At: District Magistrates are involved 
in this matter, Sir. 
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Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Let un at least have a at ate- 

raent from ttie HoiTble Minister or to what is the attitude of Govern- 
ment towards this War Fund. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir. 1 have specifically stated on 
my own responsibility that District Magistrates are involved in this 
nuftter. If you are in possession of facts to disprove that statement, 
then your conclusion is justifiable. Rut let us have a statement from 
the Hon ’Me Home Minister denying that the District Magistrates are 
in nS way concerned. 

*Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am not prepared to take either vour statement 
or the statement of the Hon’hle Minister, unless I am satisfied that the 
responsibility is either with the District Magistrates or with the Govern- 
ment. 

• 

Dr. NALI/IAK8HA SANYAL: Will you then wait for the facts 
to he placed before you? 1 have got a gentleman belonging to the 
village of Gharaikhetra who came to me on Saturday— 

Mr. SPEAKER: When did this occurrence take place? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: About a week ago. Rut I per- 
aonally had to }*e satisfied before bringing this matter up. Even now, 
you don’t feel inclined to accept it. In order to satisfy myself, I sent 
a responsible gentleman to the District Congress Office at Nadia and 
also to Nawadip to the gentleman who had sent me this letter, and l 
‘have ascertained these facts. This gentleman came to me yesterday 
evening. After that alone 1 am in a position to bring this matter up. 
You don’t expect me to bring forward a motion forthwith when a gentle- 
man brings a report to me? I have to ascertain the facts before 

bringing up a motion here. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: "What is the evidence before you to show that the 
incidents at Nadia and Hooghly are both connected? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I don’t say that they are inter- 
connected. I say that these four instances are similar and come under 
the general motion I have given. They raise the impression that the 
Government themselves have instructed the Magistrates concerned, of 
wbitjt I have no personal evidence. So far as District Magistrates are 
concern ed, I have evidence. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Nasimuddin, have Government issued any 
instructions on this point ? 
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Th$ Hofl’blf Khwaja Sir NAIIMUDDIN: Sir, Government do not 

approve of collection of subscriptions for War Purposes under threat 
or compulsion. That is the definite instruction of Government on this 
point, namely, that all subscriptions should be voluntary. I am pre- 
pared, if necessary, without making any admission as to the correctness 
of the allegations, to again write to all the District Magistrates to say 
that subscriptions should not be collected by means of threats. c 

Dr. NALINAKIHA SANYAL: Thank you. 

(Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee rose to speak.) 

Mr. SPEAKERS No questions please. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN! : Sir, I could not hear a word of the 
statement of the Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I sepeat it, SirP 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government do not 
approve of collection of subscriptions for war purposes under threat 
or compulsion, and I am prepared to circularise this to all the District 
Magistrates again drawing their attention to Government policy in this 
matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is nil right. In any case, I hold that the 
adjournment motion does not arise. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Jute Regulation (Ame ndmen t) Bill, 1S4S. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to introduce 
the Bengal Jute Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that 

the Bengal Jute Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be taken into 
consideration. 

Sir, this is a short Bill, and I think the House will not take a long 
time to dispose of it. This Bill has been introduced with a view to 
implement some assurances that were given on the floor of the Houao 
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whe» the ordinal Bill was under discussion. The amendments are 
mostly of a very minor character. Some of them are directed to clear 
certain points. There is only one amendment of substance. That, 
amendment seeks to give power to District Magistrates to revise records 
made by the recording officers within one year after the record is made 
final. That is the only amendment of substance. Otherwise, all the 
otlter amendments, as I have already said. Sir, are of a minor 
character, (Mr. Sasanka Skkhak Sastyal: They are unsubstantial!) 

The House will remember that when the original Bill was taken 
into consideration by this House, Government proposed to introduce 
a measure whereby the jute of 1940 might be regulated. It was in 
•deference to almost a unanimous desire expressed by this House that 
Gov^j-nment had to give up that proposal much against their own wish. 
Now I can tell the House that this year the registration proceedings 
have gone on very smoothly and the field work is almost complete. 
(Dr. ^Naunaksiia Sakyal: Is it correctly prepared?) I hop**. Sir, 
that very little objection will be raised about the correctness of the 
record this time and if the House has no objection we hope that there 
will be no difficulty in regulating the next year’s crop. At this stage 
I do not intend to say anything more. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that the Bengal 
Jute Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be taken into consideration 
was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 1A. 

The Hofl’btft Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that 
after clause 1, the following clause he inserted, namely: — 

1A # . In clause (7) of section 2 of the Bengal Jute Regulation Act, 
lf^O (hereinafter referred to as the said Act), after the word “year” 
the following words be added, namely: — 

“but does not include any land on which, with the written per- 
mission of the Provincial Government or of a servant of the 
Crown authorised by the Provincial Government in this 
behalf, jute is grown in any year for hond fide experimental 
or demons! rational purposes;’* 
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Sir, the object of this amendment is quite obvious. In the original 
Bill it was through an oversight that a provision like this was not 
incorporated. The object of the Jute Regulation Bill is ultimately to 
regulate the crop of any particular year. But certainly the intention 
of Government is not to enforce any regulation as regards the sowing 
of jute for experimental or demonstrational purposes. Therefore, it is 
only meet and proper that such sowings of jute as are for bond fide 
experimental or demonstrational purposes should be excluded from the 
operation of this Bill. It is with that end in view, Sir, that this 
amendment is being placed before the House. ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is this clause essentially necessary for your 
purpose? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir Is there any 
difficulty? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes I am doubtful whether this comes within 
the scope of the Bill. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Is the opposition coining from 
the HotThle Speaker? (Laughter.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. Annul), there in no objection, but I am 
not quite satisfied that it does arise. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tuniizuddin Khan that after clause 
1, the following clause be inserted, namely: — 

1A. In clause (7) of section ‘J of the Bengal Jute Regulation Act, 
1940 (hereinafter referred to as the said Act after the word “year" 
the following words be added, namely: — 

“but does not include any land on which, with the written per- 
mission of the Provincial Government or of a servant of the 
Crown authorised by the Provincial Government ii* this 
behalf, jute is grown in any year for bond fide experimental 
or demonstrational purposes;” 

was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 1A stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 2. 

THa Hon’bto Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 2, lines 1*% for the words, figures and brackets “Bengal Jute 
Regulation Act, HW (hereinafter referred to us the said Art)” the 
WOnls ‘’said Act” be substituted. 

Sir, tliia is m\ amendment. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir. I beg to move — 

that in clause 2, in the proposed sub-section (2i of Meet ion d, line 
## 1, for the words “bv notification” the words “in the noti- 

fication under sub-section (7,i or by a separate notification” 
be substituted; 

tffat in clause 2, in the proposed sub-section (2) of section d, lines 
6-7,*for the words beginning with “entered” and ending 
with “grown” at the end, the following words he substitut- 
ed, namely: — 

“it entered in the record of any land on which he has grown 
jute that no crop other than jute can bp grown on 
such land”. 

that in clause 2. in the proposed sub-section (.'i> of section d, line 1, 
foi the words “by notification” the words “in the notifica- 
tion under sub-section (I) or by a separate notification” be 
substituted ; 

that in clause 2 in t lie proposed sub-section (.7) of section d, lines 
G to 10, for the words beginning with “in any one” and 
euding with “notification” ut the end the following w'ords 

he substituted, namelv: — 

• 

*‘he or his predecessor in interest grew jute in any one of 
the three years immediately preceding the year 
specified in the notification but not in that specified 
year.” 

Jfow, Sir, with regard amendments Nos. d and 5, I do not 
want to press them. If the Hon'hle Minister thinks that these two 
amendments of mine are worthy to lie accepted, he may accept them, 
or, if not, he may reject them. I will not take any time of the House 
over them. 

With regard to m,y amendment No. 4, I am simply drawing the 
attention of the Hon’ We Minister to the wording in sub-clause (2) in 
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the proposed clause 2. Sir, I want to know from the Hon’ble Minister 
what does he intend to be entered by sub-clause (2). Is it the inten- 
tion of the Government that only the nature of any land in the posses- 
sion of a jute-grower on which no crop other thai^ jute can be grown 
is to be entered or the fact that on a particular land no crop other than 
jute can be grown is meant to be entered? If the nature of thOvland, 
that is, whether it is char land or marshy land or any other iiifd of 
land, is to be entered, then, of course, the wordings of sub-clause (2) 
may remain. But if it is the intention of the Hon’ble Minister that 
the fact that on a particular land no crop other than jute can be grown 
is to be entered, then, 1 hope, the wordings of my amendment should 
be accepted. 

Then, Sir, with regard to my amendment No. 0, I submit that 
the wordings of sub-clause (3) may mean that if any jute-grower has 
grown jute over three bighas of land in the specified year and if he grew 
jute on any land in excess of the area of three bighas in any of the three 
preceding years, then alone he can get it recorded that on such and 
such particular plots of land in excess of three bighas, jute was grown. 
But if it is the case that a jute-grower has grown jute on three parti- 
cular plots of land of one bigha each this year and he grew’ jute on such 
plots of land of the same total area in the preceding year, of which two 
plots are common and one plot is quite different, then in that case, 
he shall not be entitled to have it recorded that he grew jute on that 
different plot of laud, because the total area of the previous year’s jute 
cultivation was not in excess of the area on which he grew jute in the 
specified year. Sir, as far as I understood, the objection raised by 
many members of the House to the passing of the first Bill in Novem- 
ber last was due to the fact that there were cases in which it was 
not possible for the cultivator to grow jute on all his jute lands in the 
year specified in that Bill. So, they wanted that all the jute lands 
iu possession of a jute-grower should t>c recorded in the record-of- 
rights and that view' was accepted by Government. I believe that in 
order to give effect to that view, Government have brought in this 
amendment. So, I submit, Sir, that if it is the intention of the Gov- 
ernment that a particular jute-grower is entitled to have all his jute 
lands recorded, then my amendment should be accepted, because in my 
amendment, the position has been made very clear. What I want by 
my amendment to be recorded is this: that a jute-grower shall t be 
entitled to have entered in the record all his jute lands including any 
land in his possession on which he or his predecessor in interest grew 
jute in any one of the three years immediately preceding the years 
specified in the notification, though not in that specified year. It is 
very clear. If he grew jute on any land in any one of the preceding 
three years, besides the land on which he grew jute in the specified 
year, he should be entitled to have such land recorded. But if the 
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wordings of sub-clause (♦?), as they appear in the Bill, are accepted, 
then, I believe, that many jute-growers will suffer, specially the jute- 
growers who could not for many reason* grow any jute at all in the 
specified year, 'but who have got jute lands on which they grew jute 
in the preceding year or in an\ one of the preceding three years. Is 
it not the intention of the t»o\ernment that those plots of land on 
whjcb the jute-giowers for some reasons <.i other could not grow jute 
in the specified Near, should also he tecorded in t lit* record-of -right * ? 
If it is flic intention, then the Hon’ble Minister should accept iny 
amply] inent, because in hi* Bill it is stated that only such jute-groweis 
will be entitled to have their excess lands recorded who grew jute on 
an>*land in any of the three preceding years in excess of the total area 
•of land on which he grew jute in the year specified in the notification. 
That«means that if lie has grown jute on some land in his possession 
in the specified year, then alone he can have it recorded that he grew 
jute gn some other land* in im\ of the three previous years. If he has 
not grown any jute in the specified \ear, then what will be his position 
according to sub-clause ( .7 i ? No jute land of his will be recorded as 
such. I hope the Hon'hic Minister does not mean that So. my 
amendments should he accepted. 


Sir, with these word*. I commend my amendments to the accept- 
ance of the House, 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. 1 am sorry that I 
have to oppose all these amendments. 

As regards amendments Nos. -1 and f>, Mr. Biswas does not press 
them, and I do not think there is any reason for pressing them. They 
are unnecessary. 

As regards amendment No. 4, that also does not certainly improve 
matters. It is only another way — and perhaps a clumsier way— of 
putting the same thing. (Yrtainly, it is the intention of Government 
that it should be recorded whether on any particular land, nothing but 
jute can be grown and that character of the land will be recorded in 
the record. Therefore, even it is not put in the language proposed 
by Mr. Bisw’as, it will bear the same meaning which he wants to put 
to the clause. Therefore, I think, that his amendment No. 4 also is 
unnecessary. 

As regards No. f>, it seeks to alter the intention of the clause 
altygetlier. Sir, when the original Bill was under discussion, objec- 
tion was raised that if a particular person sowed jute on a very small 
area of land in the year in question, but during some one of the three 
previous years he had grown jute on a larger area of land, it should 
be possible for him to have that fact recorded. Fnder the old clause 
that was not quite possible. Therefore, the intention of the Govern- 
ment now is to make that point quite clear, so that a person who for 
IS 
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some reasons may not have sown jute on the same quantity of land on 
which he might have sown during the three previous years, then he 
should be able to have that recorded 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Why don’t you take into 

account the number of plots on which jute is grown instead of 
quantity ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: If the area is taken into 
account, the plots will come into the picture automatically. J\ total 
area cannot be made up without taking into consideration all the plots. 
I do not see the point that Mr. Biswas w’ants to make. If this clause 
is accepted, it will be possible for those persons who may not how any 
jute whatsoever in that particular year to have it recorded in his 
record if in any one of the three previous >ears he hud sown jute on a 
particular area of land. Also the person who did not sow jute on 
the same area of land on which he might have sown in any of the 
three previous years will also he able to have that fact lecorded. This 
is a comprehensive draft and will cover all the eases. On the other 
hand, it the amendment of Mr. Biswas is accepted, the person, who 
hud sown, say, in the \ear I IMS jute on 10 biglms of land, hut in the 
particular year in question, say, in 1040 ha> sown jute on only 5 
bighns of land, will not he in a position to have the excess land 
recorded. That will be the difficulty 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is my interpreta- 
tion. 

Therefore I have to oppose all the amendments. 

The motions of Mr, Surendra Nath Biswas 

that in clause in the proposed sub-section (X) of section d, line 1, 
for the words “by notification' 1 the words “iu the notifica- 
cation under sub-section i /) or by a separate notification” be 
substituted ; 

that in clause ‘J, in the proposed sub-section (~ ; ) of section 3, lines, 
5-7, for the words loginning with “entered” and ending 
w*ith “grown at the end, the following words be substituted, 
namely : — 

“it entered in the record of any land on which he has 
grown jute that no crop other than jute can be grown 
on such land", 


were then put and lost. 
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Yhe motions of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas — 

that in clause 2, in the proposed sub-section (.‘i) of section 3, line 1, 
for the words “by notification** the words 44 in the notifica- 
tion under sub-section (/) or by a separate notification* 1 tie 
substituted ; 

that in clause 2 in the proposed sub-section (J) of section 3, line* 
ti to 10, for the words beginning with “in any one” and 
ending with “notification” at the end the following 1 words he 
substituted, namely: — 

“he or his predecessor in interest grew jute in any one of 
the three years immediuteh preceding the year speci- 
fied in the notification but not in that spe< ified >eai” 

- • 

were then put «ml lost . 

Th< # motion of the llon'ble Mr Tamiituddin Khan that in * l»U“e 2. 
lines 1-3, tor th* words, figures and brackets “Bengal .lute Regulation 
Act, 1940 ^hereinafter referred to as the said Act)” the words “said 
Act” lie substituted, was then put and agreed to 

The question that clause 2, as amended, stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


Clauaea 3 and 4. 

Dr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I beg to move that in clause 
3, in line 4, of the proposed proviso to section •*> the words “and on pay- 
ment of tlie prescribed feu” be omitted. 

I also l>eg to move that in clause 4, in line 4. of the proposed prov iso 
to section f> for the words *’ pre.se ri I N*d fee” the words “fee of annas two 
lie substituted. 

In moving (lies** amendments I want to say that if is clear from 
the draft tliat the Collector is entitled to alter the record at un\ time 
on hi* own initiative; so far us the applicant is concerned, he is 
entitled to make un application within a year and on the payment of 
a certain fee. hut the fee which is to he prescribed b\ rules under the 
Act is not stated here. I will not press my amendment So. 7. I 
refer t<^ my amendment No. 8 wherein I have staled that a fee of 
aiHiaS two will be sufficient. I will press this amendment. My 
friend Mr. Sibnath Banerjee lias got an amendment in which he has 
said that a fee not exceeding one anna per application will he 
sufficient. My suggestion is that it should he two annas and that 
this matter of framing rules should not lie left to Government. It 
should be stated here in the Act itself. A fee of two annas is sufficient, 
because it appears that if the Ministry alters the record in future, it # 
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can do so on its own initiative, but the applicant will have to make an 
application within a year and he will have to pay a certain amount o! 
jet*. My submission is that that fee should not be high; two annas 
will be sufficient. 

With the*e words I move my amendments for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: I beg to move that in clause 3(b). 
in line 4 of the proposed proviso to section o, after the words “pres- 
cribed fee” the words “if any, but not exceeding one anna per applica- 
tion” be inserted. * 

1 move my amendment without any speech. I only wont to sUy 
that ray amendment will be put first. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 beg to oppose* all the 
amendments. In this respect, I think, the House will follow the 
same policy that they did when the original measure was passed. 1 
will refer the honourable mein tiers to section 12 of the Act. That sec- 
tion deals with appeals. There also the fee is not prescribed in the 
body of the Act, bul the fee is to be prescribed by rules. We have 
uccepted that principle. 1 do not see any reason whatsoever why we 
should follow a different procedure in respect of the application. 
Appeals I presume will be larger in number — much larger than the 
applications Applications will be very few and far between, because 
after the elaborate procedure of having the records made as perfect as 
possible, I do not see anybody will have any grie\ance. If anybody 
has yet any grievance, he will be in a position to make an application. 
If he has been sleeping over the matter during all these elaborate 
proceedings, it is only just and proper that he should pay sum* tee 
and that fee should be prescribed by rules according to the policy which 
we have already adopted 

• 

Mr. SIB NATH BANERJEE: We should at least have some idea 
of the fee, 

Tht Hon ’bit Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 cannot say offhand 
what will be the prescribed fee, but the honourable members can*yaise 
the issue that the fee should be a reasonable one. I say that it will 
not be unreasonably h igh. 

With these few words I oppose all the amendments. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause 3, in tine 
4, of the proposed proviso to section 5, the words “and on payment 
^of the prescribed fee” he omitted, was then put and loat. 
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The motion of Mr. Sibnath Bauer jee that in clause o( h), in line 4 

of the proposed proviso to section a, after the words “prescribed fee" 
the words “if any, but not exceeding one anna per application'* tw» 
inserted, was then put and lo*t. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that in clause -1, in line 
4 of the proposed proviso to scdion d, for the words “prescribed fee** the 
words “fee ol annas two*' be substituted, was then put and lost. 

The question that clauses *1 and 4 stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 


(In u.%r *i. 

Miv* 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 5, aftei paragraph (<i), the following paragraph he inserted, 
namely: — 

“(«/) in the.jiroviso t<> subsection (/), in line 4, the word "compris- 
ing" be omitted”. 

Sir, 1 have moved this amendment only to make the sense dearer 
according to m\ \icw. If, however, the Hon 'hie Minister thinks that 
the language whidi has been used in the section is quite ull right, then 
I would not press my amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 beg to oppose this 
amendment. This clause is quite dear with the word “comprising" 
as without it. 

* Tire motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 5 stand part of tin* Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


('lame 6. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH 0ISWA8: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause (). in the proposed sub-section (”) of section 11, line d, lor the 
word “compliance" the word “accordance" be substituted. 

The motion was then put and but. 

The question that clause (» stand part of the Bill wan then put and 
agreed to. 


Chutes 7 , 8 and 9. 

The question that clauaea 7, A and 9 stand part of the Bill wa* then 
put and agreed to. 
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Clause If). 

Mr. 8UREHDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I beg to move that in 
paragraph (c) of clause 10, lint* 1, after the brackets and figure “(•!)” 
the following words be inserted, namely: — 

“The words ‘after the first’ shall be omitted, and”. 

Sir, in the Act we find in sub-section (/l) of section 2d that if the 
offence contemplated under that section is a continuing one, then he 
will be punished with a further fine which may extend to ten* rupees 
for every day after the first during which the breach continued, that 
is, for the first day he is being fined and for the continuance <<i the 
offence he will be fined continuously from the second day onwards. 
Now in the Hill we find that the Hon’hle Minister wants to ‘Amend 
this sub-clause by substituting the following for the word “continued” 
namely, “continues subsequent to such conviction." That meaps that 
the offender will be fined for the continuance, only after conviction, 
but the Ilon’ble Minister does not want to punish him for the first day 
of the continued offence. If that is the intention, the word “continue” 
in eluuse 10 may remain; but if he intends to punish the offender tor 
all days of the continued offence 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the Hon’hle Minister is perfectly right. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Here the word “first” relates 
to the number of days after the continuance of the offence after the 
man has been convicted. As for myself, I do not want more punish- 
ment 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is quite clear as I have said. Don’t you make 
the matter so subtle. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 oppose this 
amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Suren dm Nath Biswas w*as then put and lost. 

The question that clause 10 stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was then 1 put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir I beg to move that 
the Bengal Jute Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1940, as settled in tha 
Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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Tfce Bengal Revenues (Charged Expenditure) Bill! 1946* 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: Sir. on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to introduce the 
Bengal Revenue (Charged Expenditure) Bill. 1940. 

XThe Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hobble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, 1 lag to move 
that y>e said Bill Ik* taken into consideration. 

Honourable members nun have noticed on reading the Bill that 
thiff is a Bill of a foinuil nature. There are certain Acts in existence 
under which ceitnm payments have to L* made by Government and 
until* those Acts are altered, we cannot make any deduction. It 
therefore seems illogical that the House should have the power by vote 
to naike reductions in the grants which the House itself requires 
Government to pav under a statute. Secondly, there are certain sums 
that have to 1 m* paid to unions local bodies. These sums were former- 
ly appropriated direct 1\ h\ the local bodies utid formed part of their 
fuuds. Coder tin* Government of India Art, 1!M5, these items have 
to lx* credited to the provincial revenues in the first instance, and it 
has been accepted that the sums of money which are now credited to 
the provincial revenues should without any reduction 1 h* paid over 
to the local bodies so that the local Lelies may know what is likely lo 
Ik* their budget and to act according! > . We have been carrying this 
policy out for tin* hist three years. For two years them* sums were 
charged; they could not 1m- voted upon. What we propose to do now 
Is that the charged nature of these items should continue. It may be 
stated that this will deprive the House of an opportunity of discussing 
these various items. But I submit not, Luause on the general 
budgetary item under eueh head it is open to the House to put in a 
cut motion and to discuss ull mutters comprised within that budgetary 
item aud^ake up any matter in regard to which we are now c harging 
the expenditure; for instance, if you wish to attack the administrut ion 
of the Calcutta Corporation, it is open to you to do so by moving 
a cut motion to the demand under the T/miiI Self-Government Depart- 
ment Budget on the basis of the Bengal Motor Vehicles Ac t, although 
it is £ charged expenditure. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL S On a {mint of order, Sir. The 
Hon 'Lie Minister in charge of Finance is now treading cm your 
jurisdiction. Sir, you had ruled formerly that matters of internal 
administration of local bodies cannot come under the purview of this 
I legislature through cut motions. The cut motion*, if at all, must 
relate to something for which Government are resjamsible. 
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Thi Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 do not think that I 
used the word “internal administration. ” I am almost sure, Sir, I 
did not. At any rate, Sir, I have no desire whatsoever to encroach 
on your province or to challenge your ruling, but this strengthens my 
point still further that if' we cannot take advantage of the Bengal 
Motor Vehicles Tax Act to discuss the affairs of the Calcutta Corporation, 
internal or external, there is no reason why these items should not be 
charged. As a matter of fact, it is dear that under the Act we 
cannot pay a pice less to these bodies than what we arc compelled to 
do under the statute, and with regard to the other item, which* used 
to be appropriated by the self-governing institutions, there is also no 
question about it that they are entitled to these moneys, and we should, 
like to pluce this condition ot affairs on a sounder footing. I hope the 
honourable members will accept the Bill. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Sir, 1 beg to move the amend- 
ment standing in my name that the Bill be circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting opinion thereon by .‘list October, 1940. 

Sir, it is not with any idea of delaying this valuable piece of 
legislation that the Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy has introduced this 
afternoon that 1 have brought forward tiiis motion. Sir, I am 
surprised that a man of Mi. Suhrawardy ’s intelligence would call this 
measure a formal measure, and I am still more surprised that he 
attempted to delude the House into tlo* belief that even alter these 
charges, these expenses, arc taken out of the purview of the vote of the 
legislature ami made charged expenditure, still the House will have 
the right to move cut motions. 

Tho Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : To discuss on a cut 
motion . 

Df, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Sir, we on this >ide of [he Hou»e 
feel that in a democratic legislature, if should be the right and 
privilege of the legislature, particularly the Legislative Assembly, 
the popular House in the Legislature, to examine and critically go 
into every kind of financial commitment of the Government, and with 
that in view we had all along pressed even Indore the new Constitution 
Act of 1935 was passed, that even matters like Governor's allowances, 
etc., should also be discussed in the House, and it should be within 
the right of the memtars of the legislature to allow or disallow even 
such expenses. But, Sir, we are handicapped for the time being. 
Sir, with the passing of the Government of India Act, 1936, certain 
items of expenditure have been definitely taken out of the vote of the 
legislative Assembly. These have been six in number. The character 
of these expenses would make it clear how^rreat care was exercised by the 
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framers of the Act not to go beyond absolutely essential services for 
the maintenance of the outline of the structure of Government. The 
expenses that have l>een charged on the revenues of the province 
by virtue of section 7 are u> follows: — 

(1) the salary and allowance* of the Governor; 

(2) debt charge* for which tin* province is liable; 

Cp salaries and allowance* of Ministers and Advocate-General ; 

(•^expenditure in rc*pet t of salaries and allowances of Judges of 
an\ High Court . 

♦»>> expenditure in connection with ad mini titration of excluded 
areas; and 

((if any sum requited to satisfy utiv judgment-decree or uward ot 
any Court or aihitral tribunal. 

These are very specific and definite, and it mud have taken the framers 
of the legislut ufh many anxiou* hours to confine themselves to such 
absolutely minimum expenditure whi<h the\ thought were necessary 
to be kept out of the vote ot the House Thereafter, a small sub- 
clause was added, viz., “any other expenditure declared by this Act or 
any Act of the Provincial Legislature to he so charged ” This per- 
missive clause is there, and 1 submit, Sir, it i* not fair for the 
Government of Bengal to come up to-dav bv the authority vested in 
the 1’rovinciul Government under this sub-section of the Act to take 
out from the vote oi the House any further expenditure that at the 
present moment is liable to he voted by the la*gislat ive Assembly, A 
very important question of principle is involved. 1 for myself do not 
see any justification whatever in bringing forward a piece of legisla- 
tion of this character, and at a time when throughout the world the 
fight* for greater freedom and democrat y i* going on. 1 submit that 
the arguments of the Hon’hle Minister in charge in this connection 
have fallen Jbit not only on this side of the House hut on the whole 
House including, I suppose, the nien»l>or.* of the Coalition Party. It 
has been urgued and also it has been stated in the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons that these contributions are contributions payable under 
enactments and consequently they are normally going into the Budg'd 
every year, and it will be merely a repetition of the same thing over 
and ovet again which the Government wanted to avoid, I hog to 
submit to the House that it is only on one occasion, every veur, that 
is the occasion of the Budget, that the House lias an opportunity of 
going kito |he details of every department for which Government 
propose to allot sums of money from out of the provincial revenues, it 
is only on such occasions that through appropriate motions, the legis- 
lature can raise discussions on important questions of principle as well 
as on details of administration of many a department. It will be * 
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not i red that in the list of item# proposed to be taken out of the vote 
of the Legislature, appear such items as the contribution to the Dacca 
University, the Howrah Bridge, contribution to the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion on account of the Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax Act, contributions 
to the Victor lieper Hospital, and so on. I submit that in no demo- 
cratic country, far less in Great Britain, where there are numerous 
pieces of legislation, by virtue of which annual grants have got to be 
provided by Government, is there any such attempt made to take out 
from the purview of the legislature such grants during Budget 
discussions. * 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Satutory grants. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : I hi ive stated that even statutory 
grants are not permitted to 1m* taken out from the British Budget 
during Budget discussions. The objects of Budget discussions arc* 
many and varied. The Budget discussions are not merely undertaken 
with a view to provide certain sums of money for certain t 
expenses. They are also mainly and largely placed l>efore 
tlie House with a view' to obtain the opinion of the House on matters 
relating to the administration of various departments in connection 
with which the public might have various grievances to ventilate. I 
most respectfully submit that in case this Bill is passed, it will not 
be possible for us in future to raise discussions on the administration 
of the Dacca University, on the administration of the Howrah Bridge, 
on tin* administration of the manner in which the Calcutta Corporation 
utilizes the fund that is contributed to it under the authority of the 
Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax Act, and it will not l>e possible for us 
either to raise a discussion on the administration of the Victoria 
Ja*pcr Hospital. J understand the anxiety of the Hon’ble Ministers 
t > have items of their allowances aud travelling allowances kept 
out of the scope of the vote of t lie legislature. If they had come 
forward with a piece of legislation of that character, I could have 
followed it, und I could have understood it. But this Bill passes my 
comprehension. I cannot follow or understand why Government should 
be anxious to take out from the discussions of the House anything which 
is not specifically ruled out by virtue of the power given under the 
Government of India Act itself. I submit that in this connection con- 
siderable public feeling has l>ecn created, and I would only * quote — 
because I cannot improve upon what has been written there — I would 
like to quote a few* relevant sentences from a very learned editorial 
published in the Amritu Hazor Potrika some time ago. The .learned 
editor there says — ruther exhorts that — 

“The Bill is a menace even to the restricted power* that the electo- 
rate have won as a result of years of struggle and unless it is nipped 
•in the bud, one does not know w*here it will end.” 
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It & stated — 

‘'That tendency is manifest also in various enactments enacted 
from time to time in this country so that when one talks of Fascism 
one must not forget that Fascism is not confined to one particular 
country or nation. It is growing in all countries where the present 

social order is not aide by its very nature to adjust itself to the grow- 

ing social needs and is nut to maintain the status quo by desperate 
means. IV e ask the Bengal Legislative Assembly to fight against 
that tendency with all the might of which if is capable. It is no use 
talking of freedom and democrat y and at the same time countenancing 
measures that strike at the mots of freedom and deinociacy 
* That is one side of the pictuie; on the other side we find that some 
discrimination lias been sought to be indulged in in preparing the list 
of grant*. that ought to lu* kept out ot the pun iew ot the Legislature. 

I realize that the Hoti'hle Minister will probahh jump up and ay 

that these are statutory grants (The llon'hle Mr. 11. S. SruH\\\\MOY: 
My tnend knows the answer’ > and therefore other grants are not 
brought in. But, Su, there is no bar in placing two or three institu* 
ti<ms on the same footing by appropriate statutes if that is verv 
necessary in the inteie-t of one, and consequent l\ . I find disrrimiiiu- 
torv tieatmeiit in ia\oui t* f the Diucu 1 mversity. 1 would not, 
howe\er, for a moment like to surest that the Ducea Ctiiversitv 
should not he placed finum iul)\ in a position ot safety. 1 am as much 
anxious to see that the 1‘nivei sities are kept free from annua) cuts 
as anybody else in the House mu> be. But, Sir, I fail to understand 
why there should lie this unholy anxietx for tin* Dacca Vniversity to 
he included when the Calcutta Cniversity is still sufteriug from the 
onus of going through the ordeal of an annual public demand. 

Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, I have got an 
amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You mean your umemlmcut about eliciting’ opinion 
by 15th August 1* 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Yes, Sir If you like I 
Can support I>r. San\al*s amendment or if I have your jiertuision I 
ca^iudve by own amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think that will lie better. 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, after the speech 
delivered by my esteemed friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanya 1, I really would 
not have said anything but for two word# of the Hnn’ble Minister — 
one uttered by him and the other not uttered by him, but expressed iff 
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writing The word uttered is illogical and the other word written in 
connection with the Statement of Objects and Reasons is “incon- 
gruous”, The second reason for my delivering this speech to-day is 
that the speech delivered by the Hon’ble Minister on this vital Bill has 
left me ulmolutel.v unconvinced. 

Sir, there are two aspects of the question — one legal and the other 
jiolitirnL What is the legal question? The legal question has been 
staled by the Hort’ble Minister in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. 

In that the ITrm’ble Minister has definitely stated that the Government 
of India Act, 191 ft, exempted from vote all items of expenditure of 
which the amount was prescribed by or under anv law. Then on the 
introduction of the present constitution it was laid down in paragraph 
4 of the Tndia and Burma (Transitory Provisions} Order, 1937,“ that 
the expenditure should continue to be non-voted or as charged up to 
31st March, 1939. There are certain statutory items of expenditure 
which, according to the Government of Tndia Act, 1919, were non- 
voted or charged, hut have been made according to this order after 
the 31st March, 1939, voted. But in the Government of Tndia Act, 
1935, under section 78 (.?} (g), i>owpr has been given to the Provin- 
cial Government to make necessary changes, i.e., to change an item 
which was voted into non-voted or charged. 

Now, Sir, the llon’lde Minister has said that it is incongruous to 
think that a sum which has been granted by the statute should l*e put 
to the Note of this Assembly again and again. Before' going into the 
merits or demerits of the expression "incongruous” J would ask the 
House to think why a thing which in t lie Government of India Act, 
1919, was considered should l>e charged was after two years in the 
Act of 1935 put as vot<*d. Why is this difference? The makers of law 
found it necessary that there should be this difference, liecause they 
realised the fundamental nature of the change which has Wen brought 
about bv this Act. According to the old Act, we had no democracy, 
we had no autonomy, and the old slavery practically in the old condi- 
tion continued. But according to the new Act we have in the province 
got at least a semblance of democracy and that is the fundamental 
difference which has W n brought about, and the makers of this order 
were fully aware of this difference that a certain amount of democracy 
has been introduced in the administration of the provinces V>* 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Now, Sir, what is the essence of democracy? The essence of demo- 
cracy is this, that those who pay rent or who provide the revenue 
must al*o decide as to how that revenue should be spent. The more 
the people get this right in a country, the more democracy there is. 
Already in the Provincial Budget about 15 to 18 per cent, of the total 
revenue is charged and about that money we cannot exercise any vote. 



IMO-i GOVERNMENT BILLS. 173 

• • 

Bt> although in the provinces at present we have got a kind of* demo- 
cracy, still out of the total Budget 15 to 18 ]*>r cent, is charged. 

Now, Sir, if according to the Hou’ble Minister all these items also 
become ‘‘charged”, then the ]**reeutage~-i have not actually worked 
out the percentage— will probably come to about X) ,^r cent. Our 
democracy will then be no more and the little democracy that we have 
will be further crippled. So 1 am vvomleiing why the Hoti’ble Minister 
who is apparently so \ery intelligent could not understand this little 
thing that if we include all these items which have t>ceii put in the 
two schedules as “charged” items in the Budget, then tin* little 
democracy we have got will l>e further crippled. Therefore, it is not 
incongruous that these items should still continue as voted, but on 
•the contrary it is incongruous to think that these items should hence*, 
forth* be shown as “charged.” 

Now, there is a difference between “charged” and “voted” items. 
Sir, 4 * bout tins tlu* Hon hie Minister lias said something which, 1 
confess, I cquld not follow. On “voted” items we can not only 
speak and give our opinion but we can also vote on them and say ‘Wo” 
if we think it necessary. But about ‘Yhurgod” items we may sav 
our sav and express our opinion but we cannot give our vote on them, 
and we cannot stop any such exjsmdituie from continuing. Sir, that 
fundamental right is taken away from us and to that extent our 
democracy, our freedom is crippled, and why this simple thing the 
Hon 'hie Minister cannot understand I do not know. He has used the 
expression “illogical and incongruous” in this connection. But why? 
I can follow his mind in this respect. He does not and he cannot 
think in te rms of democracy— be alwavs thinks in terms of Fascism. 
Therefore, what is essentially democratic* seems to him illogical and 
incongruous, and this gives us a picture of his mind. 

•Then, Sir, as regards the other point, if the 5J lakhs of rupees 
which is granted everv year to the Dacca University by this Govern- 
ment should continue henceforth ns a “charged” item on which we 
will not Be able to give any vote, then there is no reason whv the* 

other University of the provinc e -the Ualeuttu University should not 

also be given the same privilege. This House should also fix some 
amount for the Calcutta University, and that amount should be shown 
as a “charged* * item year by year. Unless that is done, u greut 
injustice will be done to the Calcutta University. It will then Ik* not 
on^y illogical, not only incongruous, but it will Ik* unjust, and it 
will show the spirit about which we have often spoken in this House 
and which X need not repeat here. Therefore, I request the Hon'ble 
Minister not to press this undemocratic and Fascist Bill. 


Tha HOflMWeMr. H. I. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir. I think none of the 
honourable members has given any valid reason ns to why the BUI 
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9 hou hi* be circulated for eliciting opinion thereon, though that is the 
main motion, but they have spoken on the merits of the Bill. Their 
observations make it clear that this is really a matter for the House, 
and the House should consider whether those items should in future 
la* t tea ted as “charged” items or not. The public are not concerned 
with it. Therefore, Sir, on this ground I can very well oppose the 
motion. 

But, Sir, 1 will not be fair if I do not sav a word or two on the 
merits of the arguments that have been put forth by the other side, 
Is'cause 1 would like to correct the error which the honourable mettibers 
of this House may have lava led into by a certain statement made by 
such an erudite scholar as my friend, Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. He 
says that in the first place he would like to comment upon every kind 
of financial commitment of the Government of Bengal because if these 
items are charged there will be no (tower of discussion. (Itai 
IlAitKNMiA Nath Ciiacihicki : No, no. No power of vote!) I know, 
you cannot vote on it. Therefoie I used the word “incongruous” 
been use if you want to vote on it, it will be a ridiculous thing. For, 
suppose that five lakhs of ru|)ees is given to the Dacca University by 
un Act, and on the basis of that Act we put five lakhs of rujiees in the 
Budget whatever the financial condition of the Government may be, 
you cannot by Note of this House, and without changing the Act, reduce 
the grant to four lakhs. But if you at any jioriod of time consider 
that the five lakhs of rupees which is being allotted to the Dacca 
T T ni\cmty is too much for its expenses then change the Act itself. 
That is an entirely different thing. There is no reason why you should 
reduce that amount in the Budget. 

Now, Sir, I remember distinctly Dr Sanyal stating that they cannot 
discuss this item of expenditure. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Discussion on appropriate cut 
motion. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Section of the Gov- 
eminent of India Act says: So much of the estimates of expenditure 
as relates to expenditure charged upon the revenues of a province shall 
not he submitted to the vote of the Legislative Assembly, but nothing 
in this sub-section shall be construed as preventing the tltscusyon in 
the legislature of those estimates, other than estimates relating’* to 
expenditure referred to iu paragiaph {a) of sub-section (•’!) of the last 
preceding section, which deals with the Governor’s salary and allow- 
ances, that is, apart from the salary and allowances of the Governor, 
other estimates can he discussed here. More than that, there is nothing 
to prevent you from altering the statute under which the Government 

bound 
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•R«l HARENDRA HATH CHAUDHURI: You forget that the 
statute is obsolete. 

THt Hon’ We Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: I do not know what the 
honourable mein Iter is talking about. The statute continues to Iv in 
existence until it is repealed. 


Rai HARENDRA HATH CHAUDHURI: Then there would have 
been iio necessity for your Bill at all— \ou forget that. 


• The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I cannot make the 
hoixniyible member undei stand elementary iinanee and elementary 
budget principles, ami suite l cannot make him understand these things 

We must agiee to differ. 

• 

Sir, there is nothing to prevent the honourable members from going 
into and discussing the details of even department at the time of the 
Budget discussion. (Dr. Nu.imhsih Sim u.: That is during the 
general discussion.) Di. S.m\ul lias lelcned to a learned statement 
made m an editorial 1>\ the learned editor of the Amrita Bazar !*atriha 
and placed it before the House. But, Sit , the learned editor of the 
Arnntn Bazar l* atnlca is verv apt to sjs*ak against any measme good or 
bad, even against the best measures, of this Government. Therefore, 

I think any reference to the comments of the learned editor is a little 
bit out of court in this Assembly when criticising Government measures. 
Sir, may I poiut out to the honourable members on the other side — 
I • mean honourable members lxdouging to the Congress Party— that 
tw’o Governments of theirs, viz., the Congress Government of the 
Central Provinces ami the Congress Government of Assam, also 
introduced such a Bill — exactly a similar Bill — to charge items of 
expenditure arising out of statutory enactments. (Dr, Namkakkiia 
Sanyai. : finch items do not exist there.) I am afraid 1 am speaking 
from my lx>ok which is wholly correct. The Central Provinces and the 
Assam Governments have done so and it is quite clear that if these 
two Governments have done so, they must have done so with refeicnce 
to certain items which did exist. They could not have produced an Act 
on air with reference to non-existent items. It has been stated that 
we j*re "making a discrimination between the Calcutta University and 
the Dacca University. Dr. Sanval knows very well that we are not 
doing so. He knew the answer to his question. We are charging only 
those Hems which we have to j»ay under the existing statutes, and the 
Calcutta University, as not coming under that category, has got to be 
excluded. The idea ia not to charge payments to various bodies, but 
to exclude from the purview of the vote what we hare to pay. If 
you are »o anxious to ensure a certain annual payment to the Calcutt* 
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University bring in a Bill similar to the Dacca University (l)r. 
Naunak.nha Sajtyal : That is your responsibility), but you will not 
do so, because the Calcutta University is continually making demands, 
its budget is changing and it is expanding 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: So also is that of the Dacca 

University. 


The Hon’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Not to that extent. The 
Dacca University 1 may say (I do not wish to go into the merits of 
Hie administration of the two Universities) has to a very largo extent 
accepted retrenchment recommendations of this Government which the 
Calcutta University has not done. T will leave it at that. That is nCft 
the reason why the Dacca Univejpity grant has been included and the 
Calcutta University grant has not ln*en included. The sole reason is 
that one is a statutory grant, while the other is not. For instance, we 
pay the Dacca University a statutory grant of Its. b lakhs and another 
one lakh for 10 years. That one l.vkh will not be a c harged grant hut 
u voted grunt annually, and we shall not merely be able to discuss it, 
but to cut down the grant. It seems to me that if the members on 
the other side want to get opportunities foi that pur]Mwe, they will have 
ample opportunities to cut down the grant to the Dacca University. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That one lakh is for a specific 
purpose. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanya! that the Bill l>e circulated for 
the puriKise of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st October, 1940, was 
then put nnd a division called. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before I ask you to divide I have to announce 
that immediately after you go to the lobby the House will adjourn for 
20 minutes for prayer. I will declare the' result of the division after 
adjournment. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 20 minutes.) 

(After ad journment . ) 


AYIMS. 
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The question that the Bengal Revenue (Charged Expenditure) l£ll 
1940, be taken into consideration was then put and agreed to. 

Clauses 1 and 2. 

The question that clauses 1 and 2 stand part of the Bill was thei 
put and agreed to. 


Clause 3 . 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I beg to move that sub- 
lause (3) of clause d be omitted, and also that sub-clause (4) of clause 
1 be omitted. 

Sir, the object of moving these amendments is this. By these two 
lub-clausoH power has been given to the Provincial Government by 
'unification in the Official Gazette to include in or exclude from the 
second Schedule any appropriate enactment. My submission is this, 
hat the Provincial Government should not be given a power like this 
o include in the Second Schedule any appropriate enactment by 
mtifieation in the Official Gazette. The power of determining which 
nuetment can be appropriately included in the Second Schedule 
hould be given to the Legislature. If any enactment is to be included 
n the Second Schedule or excluded therefrom in future, then a Bill 
hould be brought forward by the Finance Minister for the purpose, 
dut the appropriateness of the enactment should not be determined 
>y the Government. This wide power should not be given to Govern- 
uent. In this matter, Sir, that power should not be taken from the 
mte of the House easily and the Go\ eminent should not be invested 
vith the power to determine as to which enactment to include in the 
Second Schedule and not to do so just as they like. My submission 
n*fore the House therefore through you. Sir, is ttiis, that the House 
hould see its way to accept this amendment of mine and not to invest 
iovernment with any power to include any enactment in the Second 
Schedule which they like in future. 

With these few words. Sir, I move these amendments for the 
icceptanoe of the House. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
n clause *%?), line 3, for the words “any appropriate enactment” the 
rords “any enactment specified in the Schedule or any amendment of 
uch enactment” be substituted. * 

Sir, I have much pleasure to adopt the arguments that have been ad- 
duced by my friend Mr. Datta. lie has already tackled the issue that 
* involved in this sub-clause. He has made it clear that the power to 
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include or exclude any enactment should remain with the Legislature 
and not be given to Government and. Sir, in that view I have alao 
proposed this amendment of mine. 

Mr. SPEAKER: At this stage I wish to point out that clause 3 
is only applicable to those Acts which were existing in UK if) and but 
for the operation of those Acts other courses would have been tuken. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir, it is in line 
with Hiat view*. I have proposed "any enactment specified in the 
Schedule 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It cannot refer to anv new Act. 

•• 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But why not, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Suppose in future an Act is passed, thut will not 
come under clause 3. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But any Act which 
may he considered appropriate by the Government of the day may be 
included other than those Acts which have already been mentioned 
in Schedules I and II. Our view is that the Government should not 
he given the powet to enlarge the lUt of enactments mentioned either 
in the First Schedule or in the Second Schedule. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Suppose under that Act money was payable to 
tiie local bodies 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: In that case it will 
come within the formula stated here, hut in doubtful cases the question 
may arise whether an Act come» within the category of the Acts 
mentioned in Schedule II and who will determine that? Here 
Government takes the power by the words “any appropriate enact- 
ment" to determine which enactments should come under Schedule II 
and which not. We gay that it will Ih* a usurpation of the rights of 
this Legislature to do so. It is the right of the legislature to amend 
an AcUor a Schedule to an Act and that right should remain with the 
I*e^slature. 

Mr# SPEAKER: Are you moving your amendment Xo, 4, Mr. 

Datta f 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I have already moved it, 
along with my amendment Xo. 3. 4 
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The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, I oppose all the 
amendments. Sub-clause (3) of clause X is nothing very extraordi- 
nary. It is on the lines of a similar section in the Bengal Municipal 
r *, Act of 19-19, namely, section 557, and we have adopted it for the 
purpose of this Act. Uai llarendra Nath Chaudhuri’s motion would 
cover u case if we wanted to exclude an enactment from the 
Schedule; hut if we want to include a new enactment in the Schedule, 
it would not he covered by his amendment. Now, the question is 
what is it that is intended to be covered by this clause? Firstly, if 
there are certain minor amendments to he made to the * Second 
Schedule, Government by notification will he able to make the amend- 
ments, and it will not he necessary for them to come to the Legis- 
lature, as we shall have to come in case there was any difficulty with 
regard to it. Secondly, suppose the Legislature by an enactment 
secures to, say, any self-governing institution a certain sum of money, 
then surely it is the desire of this Legislature that the money should 
he paid, and not that immediately after granting the amount, it should 
he refused. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : You cannot do that in 
view of the ruling given just now by the Speaker. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : That is how we read 
it. As to what is the real scope, that will he decided neither by 
myself nor In Rai llarendra Nath Chaudhuri. 

The motions of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that sub-clause (,j) of 
clause if he omitted and sub-clause of clause X he omitted were 
then put ami lost. 

The motion of lini llarendra Nath Chaudhuri that in clause Xi.'}) t 
line -f, for the words “any appropriate enactment,” the words “anj 
enactment specified in the Schedule or any amendment of such enact- 
ment” he substituted was then put and lost. , 

The question that clause if stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


First Schedule ami Second Schedule. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 beg to mov<*tbat 

in the First Schedule the words and figures “Central Act, the Dacca 
University Act, 1920,” and all the entries against the said Act be 
omitted. 

I beg further to move that in the First Schedule the word* mud 
figures “The Bengal Motor Vehicles Act, 1932,” and all the entriea 
, against the said Act be omitted. 
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*Sir, the Hon’ble Mr. Suhruwardv wa» misleading the House in his 
introductory speech when he said 

The Hon*bto Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY ! The House did not get % 

misled. 

Rai HARENDRA MATH CHAUDHURI : The House rhom* to lie 
misled. TJiat is quite another matter. He was fning to mislead itie 
House by saving that it was incongruous that the grants prescribed 
by specific statutes should not he given to the respective bodies Us a 
matter of course, but should be voted upon. He clean forgot the 
jjrovfsion made in the India and Burma Transitory Provisions 

Order. Let me place it Indore the House Sir, section 4 ot that < trder 

•• 

says : — 

*'In cver\ province notw it hounding anything contaim*d in the 
Indian Act or in ,mv Order in (\»uncil made theieuti<ler, but subject 
. to anv proviMoj! to the contrary which may be made by an A< t of the 
Indian, the Federal or the Provincial Legislature I sties* these 
woids, Sir, — passed in tin exercise of the power* respectively con- 
ferred on tliem by the Indian Act. 

*ii> An\ tax, fine, penalty or other sum of whatever nutate requit- 
ed by or under anv law a- in force immediatcK before the commence- 
ment of Part III of the India Act to be credited to any local turn! or 
other fund shall, during the two financial \e»r* next following the 
commencement of the said Part III, continue to be so credited and 
shall not during those years — I emphasize the words during those 
venire — be deemed to be part of the revenues of the province. M 

And further sub-clause (h) says : — 

“Any exjienditure from provincial revenues the amount of which 
is prescribed by or under any law as in force immediately before the 
eoinmeiicenfbnt of the said Part III shall in the said two financial 
years l h* deemed to be expenditure charged on the revenues ol the 
province” — I again stress the words “in the said two financial years” 
in tliis sub-clause. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Subrawardy forgets that by the Government of 
India Act. of which he is also a creature and the Order in 

Council just quoted, these statutory provisions have been rendered 
nugatory. Had not that been the case, then there would have been 
po requirement for such a Bill as he has brought forward to-night, 
and that is "made sufficiently clear by the preamble of section 4 which 
fiays, “subject to any provision to the contrary which may la* mafic 
by an Act of the Indian Federal or Provincial legislature/* etc. That 
is, unless such an Act is passed, those previous statutory provisions^ 
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will be of no effect after the first two financial years. That is Ae 
clear meaning of section 4 of the India and Burma (Transitory 
Provisions) Order, 19‘17. Unless therefore you bring forward a 
measure and restore in effect the provisions of those old Acts, there will 
lie no power with this Government 

Mr. SPEAKER: That means to say, the funds which were 
previously credited to local bodies are now supposed to be credited to 
the provincial funds. They don't want to take that money away. 
They want to give it to them. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : If that be so, that ha<* 
got to he regularized by a new Act in view of the clear provision of the 
said Order. Herein lies the necessity of the enactment which is under 
consideration. Without this enactment Government will not he 
in a position to say that because certain provisions were made ire such 
and such Acts, therefore the prescribed amounts must he given to 
such and such bodies. Government will not be able to do that, unless 
they keep in force those provisions by pushing the proposed Act. 
The very necessity of the proposed measure arises from the fact that 
provisions of these Acts have been kept in force for the time being 
and after the first and second financial years have ceased to be 
operative. 

Now, Sir, coming to the question, about the mention of the Dacca 
University Act in the First Schedule, I am reminded of the proceed- 
ings of the previous Council of the year 1925. Honourable members 
may have seen in the First Schedule the Dacca University Act, 1920, 
is described as a Central Act and section 47 A is referred as included 
in the Central Act of 1920 and the House is given to understand as 
if section *4 7 A was there in the original Act. The fact is otherwise. 
The Dacca University Act was passed by the Indian legislature in 
the year 1920. Since then for tin* next five years, I mean from 1921 
to 1925. the grants to the Dacca University had to be passed by the 
Bengal Council every year. It was only in the y<*ir 1925 that by the 
Bengal Act No. IV of 1925, section 47A was introduced in the Central 
Act, and since 1920 the Dacca University has been getting annually 
Rs. 5J lakhs which is provided in section 47A of that Act. 

\ 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Dacca) : As a statutory grant. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Surely as a statutory 
grant, but not since the inception of the Dacca University, but five 
years after the Dacca University came into being, that is from the 
year 1926 onwards this statutory grant waa secured for it. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy may not have forgotten that. It 
may be unknown to the new members of this House, but not to 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy who was in the Bengal Council of 1925, 
Now, as to how the old Council was then induced to pass that Act, 
that is the Dacca University Amendment Act, I must inform this 
House by quoting a few words from the observations made by the 
Hon 'hie Sir Ahdur Rahim in introducing the Dacca University 
(Amendment) Bill, that was passed as Bengal Act IV of 1925. He 
said : — 

• 

We are prepared mi far u* the present demand of the Calcutta 
University are concerned to examine the report of the Postgraduate 
Committee and as we are trying to meet the needs of the Ducciv ** 
Univsasity, we shall not only make the necessary grant, hut shall 
make a statutory provision for the amount needed in the case of the 
Calcutta University. So the friends of the Calcutta University need 
have absolutely no apprehension in regard to this matter.” 

He went on further: — 

“We are examining the demands of the Calcutta University for a 
recurring grant in a sympathetic spirit and when that is finished, we 
shall he prepared to make an adequate provision for the Post- 
Graduate Department. As I have said, we are also prepared to 
introduce a Bill for making a statutory provision for the Post-Graduate 
Department after we have examined the report of the Committee,” 

With this a-’-uranee, Sir, the old Council was induced to make a 
statutory provision for the Dacca University. (Mr. Fazmtr Rahman 
(Dacca): The Dacca University stood on its own merits.) I am 
not going to he deflected by your uninformed comments. (Laughter.) 
[Mr* FAZt.ru Rviimvn (Dacca): Not uninformed. Better read the 
proceedings. ] I don’t require to read them, for 1 wus in that Council 
and you were not. As I was going to say, Sir, not only was there 
that observation ot the Uon'hle Member in charge of the Bill, viz., 
Sir Abdur-Rahim. hut there was another observation — important or 
unimportant I do not know— by another meml>er in that legislature, 
namely, Mr A. K. Fazlul Huq, and lie delivered himself thus: — 

“Consider for a moment a possibility of there being a Minister 

uns^mjIUthetie towards the Dacca University Supposing the 

minimum is Rs. 5 lakhs or Its. 4 lakhs, hut the unsympathetic 
Minister to whom I have referred to, take* it into his head to make 
a demand of Its. 2 lakhs only, you cannot have the University going 
on with that amount. This is a possibility and a contingency to be 
provided for. It is therefore necessary, and if that be necessary in 
the ease of the Calcutta University al*o, make provision for fixed grants 
by means of statutory rules. ” 
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The real argument, therefore, Sir, for a statutory grant to the 
Dacca University was that there might be a Minister- unsympathetic to 
the Dacca University and the University might not get the required 
money and the University work might be hampered for that reason. 
But, Sir, that argument cannot hold good now as there are so niauy 
patrons of the Dacca University in the present Ministry. But, Sir, 
the promise — I say, the promise in respect of the Calcutta University 
with which the old Council was induced to make a statutory grant only 
to the Dacca University — was never redeemed, and so far this 

Government is concerned for the last three years it has never thought 
of redeeming that promise or pledge to which the present Chief 
^Minister was a jrarty. My point, therefore, is: If the Calcutta 
University can be carried on without a statutory grant, why must a 
statutory grant be provided for the Daecu University now T in the \ ear 
1040? The University during the days of its infancy depended not on 
a statutory grant but on the annual grants made by the Legislature. 
As I mentioned before, for the first five years of its life it depended on 
the good-will of the Legislature for the required grant. Now’, Sir, 
why should not thut University depend again on this Legislature for 
the required annual grant? If another University in this province can 
be carried on without any statutory grant, then why should an invi- 
dious distinction be made in favour of the Dacca University and a 
statutory grant provided for that University and that University 
alone? 

Sir, the real object for introducing this item in the First Schedule 
can only be to place the Dacca University beyond the criticism and 
control of this Legislature. I would, therefore, Sir, in the interest of 
democracy, nsk the members of this House not to In* hoodwinked by 
the arguments advanced by the Iloti 'hie the Finance Minister, but to 
stand on their own rights and to make the Dacca University as much 
dependent on the good-will of this Legislature as the Calcutta Univer- 
sity is now dependent on it. * 

With these words, Sir, I support my amendment that the wx>rds 
“the Dacca University Act, 1920,“ etc., should be deleted, and quite 
in consonance with that pro|>osal I am also moving that the words 
“The Bengal Motor Vehicle Tax Act, 19-42,” etc., should he omitted 
from the First Schedule. Of course, if it goes to voting and wjben the 
question is put the amendments will have to be put separately heckuse 
these two amendments raise very different issues. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Dam): Sir, I am really sorry to see 
the opposition of my hourable friend Mr. Chaudhuri to the grant 
being made to the Dacca University and charged on the provincial 
revenues. I could not quite follow his logic. I could understand 
If he had wanted to have included in this Bill a statutory grant to the 
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Calcutta University. Perhaps I would he the first j>erson to support 
such a suggestion, (Rai Harenijra Natii CifArnnrai : Since 1937 
everybody was the first person!) (Laughter.) Sir, the attitude taken by 
Dr, Shyamaprasad Mookerjee last year in this connection should have 


Or* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. I do 
not know if the honourable member has changed his seat. Rule 10 
of th^ Assembly Procedure Rules states that “a member desiring to 
make any observation on any matter before the Assembly shall speak 
from his place, shall rise when he speaks, and shall address the 
speaker.” If he has liecome a Deputy Minister, of course I have naif 
objection; rather I shall be very happy indeed, daughter.) Rut 
let us know first whether he has changed his seat. 

• 

Mr* FAZLUR RAHMAN (Dacca): Sir, really I could not under- 
stand the argument of Mr. Chaudhuri. Dr. Shyamaprasad Mookerjee, 

I presume, has a greater solicitude for the Calcutta I’ni varsity than 
anybody d>(* , and lo* ha-* also said; “I hn\e no objection to a statutory 
grant being made to the Dacca University and charged on the revenues, 
but I will demand of this Ministry that a similar provision W made 
for the Calcutta University I can understand that attitude, but I 
fail to understand what has actuated Mr. Chaudhuri to mukc a propo- 
sition like that before this House. 

With regard to the question that the grant to the Daeca University 
deluded on the assurance that a similar grant would be made to the 
Calcutta University. I should say that the Dacca University grant 
stood on its own merits. It had nothing to do with that assurance. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It had no policy behind. 

Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN (Daoca)* Why are you impatient? Just 
listen to me and follow what I say and then you will know whether the 
Daeca University stood on its own merits or not. It has been charged 
that the Bill is intended to place the Dacca University beyond the cri- 
ticism^of this House. The Dacca University is not afraid of placing 
its*reeord 1 m* fore anybody. Resides the statutory grant, Dacca Univer- 
sity is also in receipt of an additional grant of Its. H lakhs from 
Government. That will provide the occasion to the House for criticis- 
ing its activities. 


M HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, how can he ante- 
date his information? He was not a member of the Legislature ther* 
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Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Dacca): A grant of Rs. 5J lakhs was 

made to the Dacca University every year and I know how to defend 
the activities of the Dacca University as against any University of 
the world. 

Then with regard to the question that the Dacca University’s claim 
in 192 5 stood on its own merits, it was of course very good of thd 
Hon 'hie Member then to request the persons who were opposing the 
grant not to do so, but those stalwarts of the Calcutta University did 
not withdraw' their opposition to the grant. If Mr. Chaudhuri had 
referred to the very same proceedings which he placed before the 
House a little more carefully, he would have seen that the stalwarts 
pf the Calcutta University opposed the grant to the Dacca University,, 
and the statutory grant was made to the Dacca University in spjte of 
that opposition, because the Dacca University could make out a case 
that a statutory grant should be made to it. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: It is not a correct 
statement. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN (Dacca): No amount of tricking will 
deviate me from my argument. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the question whether Government has 
given effect to the assurance given to the Calcutta University, I can 
tell the House here and now that any educational institution which can 
make out a case for this claim on this Government will have our full 
support. Only a case is to be made out. If the Calcutta University 
can make out a case that will have the support of myself, and I hope 
of the Coalition Party if I have been able to represent their views 
correctly. (Dr. 'Nujx VKSiu Svnyu.: On communal lines?) No, 
not on communal lines but on its own merits, on its achievements, but 
till now* it has not been able to make out a case. 

Sir, 1 have answered the charge of Mr. Chaudhuri that this Bill 
intended to place the Dacca University beyond the criticism of this 
House. I have already replied to his other points. 1 have nothing 
more to add. I oppose the amendment. 

Tta Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I have not 
attempted to delude or hoodwink the House in any manner, and I hm 
sure that the House can take care of itself, even if any such attempts 
ore made, as they have been by my friends opposite. 

Sir, I have not been able to clear the fog which enshrouds the 
intellect and intelligence of Itai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri on this 
subject. It would appear from his method of interpreting the 
that a mere statement in the Government of India Act that 
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an* item should, after two years, become voted under the Transi- 
tory Provisions Order of UW7. means that all the statutes are 
repealed by implication, and that my putting in this Revenue 
Charged Expenditure Bill restores the original position, and all 
the statutes are restored. Now, Sir, I am afraid, that is not the correct 
.interpretation. The statutes remain and they cannot be repealed 
by implication ut all. The whole question is whether the sums 
should he voted or not. Now, the incongruity arises from the fact that 
while on the one hand, a statute assures the Dacca University a sum 
of Rb.# 5 lakhs, on the other the House which is the guardian of its own 
statutes can reduce that grant by lb. 1 lakh. So, incongruity may 
thu^arise and in order to prevent academic lawyers like Rai Harendra 

Nath Chaudhuri from losing their sleep (Rai Hakkniuu Nath 

ChuVik it i : What aWut briefless barristers?) I don't know. 

Now, in order to prevent them from losing their sleep and getting 
mixed up, wi* have brought in this order to clarify the situation. 


Now, Sir, it is stated that because the Calcutta University ha* not 
been given a .similar statutory grant, the Dacca University grant it Iso 
should be eliminated from the Schedule and it has Wen pointed out 
that this matter has Wen mooted from 192n. Now, it is not tlu* point 
of time which is relevant to the discussion of the merits ns to why the 
Calcutta University has not Wen given the statutory grant. We all 
know that there has been a great deal of discussion from that time 
onwards and this Ministry, which is supposed, by implication, to W 
unsympathetic towards the Calcutta University, is the Ministry 
that secured u very substantial annual grant to the Calcutta University. 
It wan pievious to this that the Calcutta University did not know 
where it stood. Previous to this, it had to come up every time asking 
for more and more money for this item and for the other; we consoli- 
dated the various payments, and we secured to the University a grant 
with which it is at the present moment provided. Now, it is this 
unsympathetic Ministry that ha** done it. 

Again, it is stated that this Ministry' is sympathetic towards the 
Dacca University and that there is no need for including it in the Sche- 
dule. But, Sir, to-morrow if gentlemen holding views like Rat 
Harendra Nath Chaudhuri and Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal regarding the 
Dacca University adorn the ministerial benches — we merely occupy 
amj they will be adorning the ministerial benches — will they be 
sympathetic towards the Dacca University? It may W that the 
jK»or University' may have to War the brunt of their communal ill- 
feeling. It is in order to protect the University from such a contin- 
gency that we have thought it just as well that it should W included 
in the Schedule. (Dr. Nalixakhha Sanyal : A good argument indeed!) 
Regarding the Calcutta University, I may say, as my friend, Mr. 
Faxlur Rahman has pointed out, that if a good case can W made ont % 
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I have no doubt that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister will consider it 
sympathetically and put the grant under a statute. But, as a rather 
contentious Bill is about to be discussed by this House, the honourable 
members opposite will have ample opportunities to vent their spleen 
and create confusion, and this will prevent for some time to come a 
statutory grant being assured to the Calcutta University. 

The motion of Kai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in the First 
Schedule the words and figures “Central Act, the Dacca University 
Act, 1020," and all the entries against the said Act be omitted, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in the First 
Schedule the words and figures “The Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax Act,’ 
19T2,” and all the entries against the said Act he omitted, waj v then 
put and lost. 

The question that the First Schedule and the Second Schedule atand 
part of the Bill, was then put and agreed to. 


Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill, wag then 
put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY : Sir, 1 1 ►eg to move that 
the Bengal Revenue (Charged Expenditure) Bill, 1940, as settled in 
the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment 


It being 7*62 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 445 p.m. on Wednesday, the 7th 
August, 1940, ut the Assembly Houm, Calcutta. 



188 • 


1940.) 

• • 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thk Asskmhly met in the* Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 7th August, P*4U, at 4-4o p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Spruhei (tin* Hon’bh* Khan Bahadur M. A/l/l'I. II Mit'K, c.l.K.) 
Jn fW t’haii. 111 ll«»n Ministers and 1!P» memlier*. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Hours of duty of Resident Medical Offtoers. 

*117. Mr. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: Will the Honble Minister m 

& 

charge oi tin* Public Health ami I^»« a! Self-1 iovernmenf Department 
he pleased to state— 

(i; the hours of duties, including night duties, if any, of the 
Resident Physician or Resident Surgeon or Resident Medical 
Officers of—- 

(I) the various hospital* of the Mediinl College, 
t 'J ) the PiesidencN Oeneral Hospital, 

(d) the Nhamhhu Nath Pandit Hospital, 

• (4; the Howrah Oeneral Hospital, and 
(5) the Carmiihael Hospital foi Tiopieal Diseases; 

(ti) the amount of the allowances, if any, given to them; 
fin) the nature of their woik during night hours; and 
* 0V,i the average number of calls they have to respond to on every* 
night on duty? ** 

MINfStER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Nawab Kftwaja 
Habibuilah Bahadur, of Dacca): A statement containing the informa- 
tion is aid on the Library table. 
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Cam of theft and burglary in Dinajpur town. 

v 

*118. Mattlvi ABDUL JABBAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Police) Department aware of the fact that daring 
rises of theft in broad daylight as Well as during the night have 
created a panic in the town of Dinajpur? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) the total number of theft cases in the town during the last 
three months; and 

(it) whether the offenders in all the cases have been detected*? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps, If' any, 
the Government have tuken to prevent the commission of such crimes? 

14 t 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble . 
Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddih) S (a) The occurrence of some night and day 
burglaries caused a temporary stir in the town but Miice the uneurthen- 
ing and effective handling of two gangs of foreign criminals whose 
activities were responsible for the increase of crime there has been a 
definite improvement in the situation and crime has decreased in the 

4wn, 

(6) (*) There were 18 cases of burglaries and llj cases of thefts 

for the period from April to June, 1940. 

(ii) In as many as 11 of the 18 cases of burglaries and in 4 of the 
H? cases of thefts the culprits were detected and sent up. Of these, 

9 eases of burglaries and one case of theft ended in conviction, while 
the remaining cases are sub judice. 

(r) Vigorous steps have been taken by the local police to bring the 
offenders to book, while the town jxitrol scheme has l>een lately revised 
and made more effective. 

Victims of DtVsnot of India measures. 

*119. Btbu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hoo’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Deportment be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing — 

(a) the number and names of persons who have been arrested and 

detained without trial in different jails of Bengal under the 
Defence of India Act, 1939; 

(b) the dates of their arrests and periods of detention; 
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(c) the sections of the Act or Rules under which they have been 
kepi in detention; and 

(i) the ntunl&r and names of persons who have lw*en externed from 
their places of activities in Beugrat under the said ‘Act? 


Th» Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN l A statement is laid 
on the table. 

I am not prewired to supply the honourable member with the names 
of those arrested, detained or restrained as I do not consider that in the 
public interest the names of these individuals should he divulged. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question \o. 119, 

•• 

(a) Number of persons arrested and detained without trial — 71. ^ 

W and (r) The dates of arrests, (»eriod of detention and (he aeciiotlC 
of Act and Rules under which detained — 

* 

(1) One was arrested on tin* 5th October, 1939, under rule 121) of 
** the Defence of India Rules. Released on the 14th NovepJ- 

l>er, 1939. 

(2) One was ai rested on the 21st December, 1939, under rule 129 

of flie Defence of India Rules. Releuscd on the I5tk 

January. 1940. 

(3) Two were in rented on the 21st December, 1939, under rule 129 

of the Defence of India Rules. Released from bail bqjids 
undet the orders of (to\ eminent issued on the 22n<i February, 
1940. 

(4) Oue was arrested on the 22nd December, 1939, under rule 129 

of the Defence of India Rules. Released on the 10th 

January, 1940. 

(5) Otre w’as arrested on the 25th Decern ln»r, 1939, under rule 129 

of the Defence of India Rules. Released on the 23rd 

January, 1940. 

(6) One was arrested on the 26th January, 1940, under rule 129 

of the Defence of India Rules. Government order for release 
^ * was issued on the 8th February, 1940. 

(7) Three j*ersons w*ere arrested on the 20th January, I&40, under 

rule 129 of the Defence of India Rules. Orders of release 
issued by Government on the 7th February, 1940. 

(8) One wa* arrested on the 6th February , 1940, under Defence of 

India Rule 129. Government order for release waa iasued 
on the 15th February*, 1940. 
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(9) One was arrested on the 1st April, 1940, under rule 129 of the 
Defence of India Rules. Subsequent actiqn taken under 
rule ‘19 of the Defence of India Rulgg^ v ** 

(10) One was attested under rule Defen ce.of India Rules 

on the 24th April, JJjjjK)"'* !$ifcsequently no action w*as taken. 

(11) One was arrested dif the l3th*July, 1940, under rule 129; but 

was subsfcqu^mly released. 

(12) One wae^tTested on the 22nd July, 1940, under rule 129 of the 

Defence of India Rules. Was released on the 23rd July, 
,1940. . 

y 

(13) * Nineteen peisons were arrested on the 13th April, 1940, under 

rule 129 of the Defence of India Rules. , 

One person was arrested on the 12th April, 1940, under rule 
129 of the Defence of India Rules. 

Two persons were arrested on the 15th April, 1940, uinbr rule 
129 of the Defence of India Rules. 

Two persons were arrested on the 17th April, 1940, under rule 
129 of the Defence of India Rules. 

One person was arrested on the 23rd April, 1940. under rule 
129 of the Defence of India Rules. 

All these persons have been detained for an indefinite period 
under lule 20 of t lie Defence of India Rules. 

4) Two persons have been detained under rule 20 of the Defence 
% of India Rules timlci the orders of the Government of India. 

(15) One person was arrested mi the 2nd Jul\. 1910. 

Three persons were attested on the 3rd July, 1940. 

Seven jiersons were arretted on the 5th July, 11440 
r lVo jiersons were ui rested on the 0th July, 1940. 

One person was arrested on the 9th July, 1940. * 

One jierann was arrested on the 11th July, 1940. 

Five persons were arrested on the 12th July, 1940. 

Two persons were jere^de^on the Kith July, 1940. 

Three jiersons were anftsted on the 17th July, 1940. 

At present these persons have lieen ordered to be detained ifor a 
period of 45 days from the date of their arrest under rule 129 
of the Defence of India Rules. 

(16) Due persou is detained in the Parole Settlement Camp, Kata* 

pahar, under lule 26 of the Defence of India Rules. Arreat- 
ed ou the 11th June, 1940, under rule 129. 
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# (17) Two persona were arrested on the 23rd July, 1940, under rule 

°* ^ n< ^ a Rules, but hare since been 

(18) One person wsa ^% eete k j>n the 25ft July, 1940, under rule 
129 of the Defence of tmftuRuJes from SS. “Jalapudmn”. 
(tf) *The number of persons exterued — (9$ orders issued by Gov- 
ernment and 107 by District Officers). 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the H«.„ »* y iraWtl 

to say bow public interest will suffer by the divulpeuce of the, names of 
per^i n s? •* 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Well, Sir, there are Any 
persons who have since gone underground, that is to say, we caught 
trace jthem, and, therefore, if the mime* of tho*»e who have been nrr^stetR 
are made known, people will know who are arrested and who under- 
ground. 


Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will tl.<> Hon'Mr MituSfcr 

be pleu-ed to state it it i* a tact thut the names of persons united, 
externed, restrained and detuined hu\e been published in all the news- 
pytjiersi' 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: iu that case the honour- 
able members do not require the in forniutiovi. jn 


Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULY: With reference to statement 
\iz., two persons have been detained under rule 2(i of the Defence 
of India Rules under the orders ot the Govern men t of India, will the 
lion Vie Minister be pleased to state when they were arrested and 
whether o#e of them was arrested on the 2nd of July? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I usk for notice. 

Vfc *" IT 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAffl With reference to answers (ft) 
anb (c) (15), viz., these persons have l>eeu ordered to lie detained for a 
period of 45 days, will the Hon’ble Minister Iw pleased to state what 
is the maximum period for which they can be detained? 

Tho Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There are various rulee 
mud under certain rules they can be detained so long as Government 

want. 

14 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please enlighten the House as to whether the person* referred to m 
item No. (l r J) are the persons arrested in cenipetfcra Ivith the Holwell 
Monument ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to item No. (15), 
will the Hou’ble < Minister he pleased to state whether any ot these 
person# arrested was ui rested in connection with the Sutuigruha' move- 
ment y 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have .said tliat that question does not arise. 

’ o 

' # Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the lion'M«> Minister l.e 
‘fdeabed to state under which catejjon Mr Nanndia Nurayan CHakra- 
barty, a lucnihci ol this Assemble, tails l* 

The*Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: l ad, for notice. 

Qr. NALINAK8H A 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ide Miniver he 
pleased to Mute how lonj* ( imn aiunait intend to detain him!" 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ordinarily this quorum does not arise, hut as lie 
i> u mein) ei ot this House, I will allow this question us a special case. 

The Hon'bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government ha ve not 
ionic to an\ decision on tln> quo^ti m as \et. 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: With nieremc to 
answer ih) (14), viz , two persons have been detained under rule JO of 
tin* Defence ot India Rules under the orders of the ( Jm eminent of 
India, will the Hon "hie Minister he pleased to state when these two 
persons have been arrested Y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have asked for notice. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: In view of the fart that Govern- 
meat have decided to remove the Holwell Monument and the Satya- 
frrahu movement bus been suspended, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government are considering the desirability of 
releasing those persons who have l>eeu arrested in that connection? 

Tha Hofl'Ma Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have already said that 
government have cotne to uo decision as yet on this question. 
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f wp rowwun t of arfangsmentt and unitary oanditiona in 
Oum Dum Control Jail* 

•120. RAI HARENDRA NATH CHOWDHURI: With reference 
to the reply to unstarred question No. 27 of the 21st February, 1940, 
will the # Hon ble Minister in chai ge of the Home (Jails) Deputt moot be 
pleased to state — 

(a) which of the subreptions for improvement of sanitary and other 

arrangements made b\ the Hoard of Visitors have not yet 
lieen carried out and why; 

(b) the result of the consideration by tbe 1 nspeetoi -(letim al of the 

, provision of better segiegatimi of prisoners snftrting from 

tulierculosis ; and 

• • 

(r) whether the Government arc con«ideiing- the d»s»i ability of 
issuing orders for larger pinviMou <»f ti^l* instead of </<»/ to 
tbe Bengalee pri^oHei «. in tlo* tail having legaid to the 
incidence of such diseases as ditmloea and d\sentef\, 
parficulaih in the summer and the rainy seasons V 

Thn Hon’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: <«. A - f ii t «* tu » nt is laid 
on the table. 

(M The matter is «t i 1 1 umb r examination 

(c) No. 

Statement n ft rred to in th* rt ply to tub -dawn (n ) of *hirn d yw *tum So. 120, 


I)UM IH'M CENTRAL JAIL. 


Improve mettk arooKsTKn ny the Boa hi* or Visitors 


. Name of work. 

1. Hospital and general kitchen* full of 
flies — Should he fly -proofed. 

(a) provision of smoke proof chuUa , 
and (6) ventilators in hospital 
kitchen. 


Progress made. 
Work <*ompleted. 


(a) Work eompleteil. 

(b) Work m progress. 


Defective drainage system 
Appointment of a Com m unicat ions ami 
Works Department officer as a Jail 


Visitor. 

4 . Screening of latrine 
.% Defective interview room, insufficient 
light and ventilation in newly -con - 
atmeted* cubicle for interview . 


Complete!. 

Done. 


Complet'd. 

(i) Estimate for installation 
of bulkhead lights for its. 191 
received. 

(it) Estimate and plan for im- 
proven ent of glass and wire 
partition awaited from Com 
munications and Works De 
partment. 
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Mr. SPEAKER : Next question (Secretary: 121). 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: On a point of order, Sir. How is 
it that 120 is passed over. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question was (ailed and no supplementary 
question was put. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: It is simply impossible to ,mit any 
supplementary question it no opportunity is given to the members to 
rise up. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : You ask auy member of the Opposition or rather you 
ask Mr. .Jogesb Chandra Ouptu whether the question was called or not. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWA8: In view of the small number . 
of questions, will you kindly ullow us to put a few supplementary ques- 
tions y 


Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 will certainly consider that matter. 


Noabad Taluks, Chittagong. 

*121. Khan Bahadur MD. ANWARUL AZIM: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister iu charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state the 
allow mice (per cent.) allowed to intermediary tenure-holders by the 
Settlement Officer of Chittagong dining the lust Rcvisional Survey in 
respect of Noabad Taluks? 

{h) Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

O’) the total area of — 

(D Taluk No. 34065, and 
(2) Noabad Isara No. 2674; 

07) the total collection made from the raiyats of these estates ‘ <p &nd 
(ill) the revenue payable to Government by each of these mahalsP 

(c) Is it a fact — 

(0 that the entire area of these 2 mahnh has been leased out to the 
raiynt*; and 

(i7) that there is no span of land in Ithas as hhila. 
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‘ MINISTER In aharga of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Mon'bts Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Ray): (a) The allowance granted 
generally varied from 15 to 25 per cent. 

( b ) A statement is laid on the table. 


(c) (t) No. 

(it) There is no khilei land held in kluts in Taluk 34065 hut in Noalmd 
ijarn 2674 as much as 470 -ft") acres of khila lands are held in khm. 


Stq/emtni referred to in (he reply to clause (h) of starred question No. 121 . 


. i 

. ! 

Name of estate. 

• 9 

Total 

area. 

Total collections from i 
raiyats. 

Revenue 
payable to 
Government. 

• 

Acres. 


Rs. a. 

Taluk No. 34065 

2 -0*1 

All the lands of the Taluk 
are in khas posaesaion 
of the Talukdar. 

5 0 

Noabad Irani No. 
2674. 

3,112*9 

R«. 13,367-4 

6,(M(4 4 


Procass-aarvsrs under tha District Judga, Tippara. 

*122. Maulvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: With reference to the 
reply to starred question No. 172 of the 4th March, 1940, will the 
Hon'hle Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state — 

(o) the names of the — 

(i) |>ermanent process-servers, 

(it) temporary process-servers, and 
(iii) probationer process-servers 

appointed in the district of Tip]w»ra during the year 1908; 

(b) their ages on entry into the service; and 
(r) the relationship, if any, amongst them? 

MINISTER in oharga of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tha 
Morphia Hawaii Musharraf! Hotsain, Khan Bahadur): A statement is 
laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 122 . 


Name# 

of procean wervore appointed. 

1 

Permanent, 
temporary, or 
probationer. 

2 

Age on the 
date of 
appoint- 
ment. 

3 

Relationship 

amongst 

themselves. 

4 

(») 1. 

iiamudra K inborn Deb 

Permanent 

Yra. m. d. 

21 10 4 

No. 

o 

Ibrahim 

Do. 

20 4 27 

Ntf. 

3. 

Abani Motion Do 

Do. 

18 6 0 

No. 

4. 

N«ttj All 

Do. 

21 6 16 

No. 

5. 

Mon Moluin Mali 

Do. 

22 5 27 

No. 

rt. 

Tot* Meah 

l-O. 

23 6 17 

No. 

7. 

Cliand Meah 

Do. 

26 8 25 

No. 

8 . 

Ahdull,atif 

Do. 

20 10 13 

| No. 

9. 

Ah AIiiikmI . . - 

Do. 

23 7 8 

No. 

10. 

Alxliw Notmxi Khan 

Do. 

26 2 0 

No. 

II. 

MukIqim Ahmed 

Do. 

22 0 11 

No. 

12. 

Jatuulra Iir. I)o 

Do. 

21 5 21 

No. 

13. 

Atxlul Haquo 

Do. 

30 10 10 

No. 

14. 

KaliimilU 

Do. 

22 11 11 

■ 

No. 

(i») 15. 

llaxirnddm 

Tem|>orary 

21 9 16 

No. 

HI. 

limn Chandra itoy 

Do. 

22 3 26 

No. 

(•»») 17. 

Anath Hondhu Cliakruborty 

Probationer . . 

19 11 26 

No. 

18. 

Jitondm Chandra Do 

Do. 

22 6 26 

No. 

* 19. 

Sh Unlaw Hhrtt tacharjoe 

Do. 

19 4 1 

No. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answer* were laid on the table) 

Land Mortgage Banks in Jessore. 

69. Khan Bahadur Maulana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI: Will 
the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the (o-operalive Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department be pleased to lay <>n the table a statement 
showing— 

(«) the present number of Land Mortgage Banka in Jessore; 

{h) the places where they are located; 
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(c) the person^ who have been granted loans by those banks on 

land security in the years 1937, 1938, 1939 and up to June, 
1940; and 

(d) the amounts of the loan given to each of them? 


MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT ami 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’IHe 
Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick): (,n One. 

(h) Jessore town. 

fci Twenty persons were granted loans in 1937-38, 9 persons in 
*1938-39 and (> persons in 1939-40. 

Cl) Total loan issued in 1937-38 is lts.l 4,780, in 19.18-39 Ra.2,746 
and 1939-40 lts.2,930. 


Introduction of prohibition in Tippara. 

70. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Will the Double 
Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department he pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the Government contemplated introducing 
prohibition in the district of Tippera by abolishing country liquor and 
shops? 

(//) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to stute what was the 
number of — 

(1» country liquor shops, and 
(2,) ffunja shops, 

in December, 1938, December, 1939, and in Jul\, 1940, respectively 
(shops to J»e shown separately ) ? 

(cj What steps, if any, have the Government taken since the end of 
budget session, 1940, for the introduction of prohibition in the district 
of Tippera? 

<*"•% MINISTER in charge of the F0RE8T and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT): (the Mon’ble Mr. Pratanna Deb Raikut): (n\ and (n A 

scheme is being prepared and the matter is still under consideration. 

(b) (l)‘Fifteen in December, 1938, 14 in December, 1939, and 14 
in July, 1940. 

(2) Forty-four in December, 1938, 43 in December, 1939, and 43 in 
July, 1940. 
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71. khan Sahib Miulvi MD. SOLAIMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing with respect to the Collectorates in the 
districts of Bengal — 

(i) the present number of — 

(1) office Superintendents, and 

(2) Sheristadars; 

(ii) the number of them that are Muslims; 

(iii) the number of the Muslims that existed in January, 193G: and 

(tv) the number of them that are on extension after 55 years of age? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the number of 
appointments made in the year 1937-38, 1938-39 and 1939-40 as — 

(1) Office Superintendents; and 

(2) Sheristadars in the Collectorates of the Province? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There is no 
Sheristadar in any district office as the designation “Sheristadar” has 
been changed to “Office Superintendent”. A statement furnishing the 
information in respect of Office Superintendents is laid on Ihe table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to un# tarred question No. 71. 

(1) The present number of Office Superintendents 

in Collectorates . . 26 

(2) The number of Office Superintendents who are 

Muslims . . 2 

(3) The number of Muslims employed in January, 

1930 .. ..2 

(4) The number of Office Superintendents who 

are on extension after 55 years of age . . Five Superintendents now 

in service are above the 
age of 55 years. Retire- 
ment of clerks at the age 
of 55 years is not com- 
pulsory under the rules 
and their retention in 
service till 60 years of age 
is not treated as exten- 
sion of service. 

(6) Number of Office Superintendents appointed 1937-38 . . 2 

1938- 39 . . 3 

1939- 40 . 8 
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Mr. tYED ABlAlL MAJID: With reference to answer (5), vi*. t 

number of Office Superintendents apjHunted in 1939-40 8, will 

the Hon*ble Minister be pleused to state if there is any Muhammadan 
Office Superintendent? 

• 

The Hotfble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes; one was 
appointed in 1939-40 and another was offered u post in 1940-41, but he 
refused to accept it. 

• 

I flr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Out <>f tfi Office Superintendent* 
c*nly there were two Muslims in , January. 1930, ami there were 13 
a ppoif laments from 1937-40. Will the Hon’Me Minister In* pleased to 
state why there has been no Muslim appointments from 1937 till 19 t n 
as will appear from the answer? 


The Hen'blo Sir BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: They me not the 

same persons. There were two appointments since 1937. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: How? 

The Hon'ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: They are not 
identical persons. Those two retired. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Question* over. 

{ Mr. Abdul Wahub Khan wanted to put more questions > 


Mr. SPEAKER: I um sorry, 1 cannot allow’ you now*. 

< Immediately after Questions were finished.; 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I 
request that you will be good enough to allow me and those honourable 
members who rose to put supplementary questions on starred quest ion 
to do so now? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not now, to morrow. J shall let you have an 
opportunity of putting supplementary questions on this question 
to-morrow. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BIBWAB: Thank you, Sir. 
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GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Alluvioiv and Diluvion (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
introduce the Bengal Alluvion and Diluvion (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, 1 beg (o move 
that the said Bill be taken into consideration. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I beg to move by way of 
amendment that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting 
of— 

(1) Hon’ble Sir Bijov Prasad Singh Hoy, 

(2) Mr. M. Ashrafali, 

(‘I) Mr. Abdul Wuhub Khan, 

(4) Mr. Syed Hassan Ali Chowdhury, 

(o) Mr. 1 peiidra Nath Harman, 

((i) Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjee, 

1 7 ) Mr. Munmatha Nath Hoy, 

<M) Mr. Sasanka Sekhar San\al, and 
(9) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 14th August, 1 
that flu* quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at file. 

Sir. 1 vet\ much appreciate the object with which the Honhle Sir 
Hi joy Prasad Siugh Ho\ is going to introduce the Hengal Alhmon and 
Diluvion (Amendment) Pill. 1940 His object, if I am right, is to 
secure tin* reinstatement of the smlor junu i «»r tire reienue iu respect of 
submerged lands which reappear and in respect of which previously 
abatement of reienue was granted. Now, Sir, in the Statement of 
Objects and Ueusons he has explained the necessity of this amending 
Bill by referring to the decision of the Judicial Committee of the IYTvy 
Council in the case of the Secretary of State rx, the Midnapore 
Zemimlary Company. Pan, Sir, my point is that even if this Bill Ire 
enacted, it will not serve the purpose for which it is goiug to be intro- 
duced, because 1 think that even if there Ire a section as the llou’ble 
Minister is proposing to introduce in the Act of 1847, still it may not 
be possible for him to secure the revenue in all cases. I would auk 
■ him to consider in particular what would have l**en the effect of such 
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a section had there ^>een such a section in the original Act even before 
the decision in the Midnapore Zemindary case. Such a section would 
not have in my humble opinion stood the Government in good stead 
and would not have enabled the Government to secure a favourable 
decision in the Midnapore Zemindary Case. Sir, what was that rase? 
The case, in short, was in respect of an estate in the Hujshahi district, 
part of whose land was washed away and under section A of the Act 
(Act IX> of 1847 there was an abatement of Government revenue in 
respect of the lands that were submerged. Hut, Sir. the lands were 
settled in ft'itm with tin* Midnapore Zemindary Company , and 
the patnulnrt, I mean* tin* Midnapore Zemindary Company, did not 
jret* any abatement of their rent ti»*m the zemindars, in spite of 
that fact, when the submerged lands re-emerged or rather re- 
appeared, the Government prm ceded to survey the land and to settle 
the lents under Chapter X of the Denial Tenancy Act up|»nrently on the 
footing that they were accreted lands to the estate. Now the Midnu- 
pore Zemindary Company, /.#•., the patni^nrs , objected to the pro- 
ceedings, and they brought -nits to huve it de< lured that those pro- 
ceedings were illegal and could not 1m* taken. Now, Sir, the trial couiH 
held that a* the lands only reappeared in the original position, tn situ, 
and there was no accreted land, that is to ^ay, no lands were added to 
the estate u** contemplated in section 0 of the Am of 1S47, therefore the 
proceedings were illegal, and berm* the Midnapore Zemindary (Nun- 
puny succeeded a t the trial court. But oil appeal to the High Court 
two of the mo»t eminent Judge* ot the High Court eame to the decision 
that when the zemindars ot the estate got abatement «»f revenue of tin* 
submerged land", then it must be presumed that the zemindar* aban- 
doned their right, title and intere-t to tlie submerged lands and there- 
fore when t lie lands reappeared the lands were assessable as lands added 
to the estate. That was the position taken up b\ the High Court. But 
when the Midnapore Zemindary 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Will tl.. honour- 
able member kindly make it (leaf why be wants this Bill to go to a 
Select Committee? He is only reiterating the judgment (he trial 
court Hnd the High Court. 

^•CHARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If the llon’ble Minister 
wants to have it cleared by me, then let him be patient and try to 
understand the argument* that will follow . 

Then, Si/*, when the Midnapore Zemindary Company appealed to 
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, the Privy Council held 
that because of the abatement there was no abandonment of right, title 
and interest on the part of the zemindar and therefore there could not 
be any fresh survey and settlement because the lands la* longed to the* 
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permanently-settled estate as they reformed in situ Jhd as such the lands 
were not assessable as added lands, because under Act IX of 1847, only 
two courses were open to the Government, namely, first to allow deduc- 
tion in case where there was diluvion and, secondly, to assess rent or 
revenue for accreted lands, lands added to the estate — not lands reform- 
ed in situ. That was the decision of the Judicial Committee* of the 
Privy Council, and in making that decision the judgement that was 
delivered by fjord Maugham clearly stated the law in the following 
terms : — 

“J saving aside for the moment the question of abandonment it 
seems to their I lordships to he dear that section 5 does not purport to 
transfer the title of the site which has been covered by water. All that? 
is predicated as to the land is that it has been washed away from or 
lost to any estate paying revenue directly to Government. In other 
words, the cultivable soil bus been washed away and the river now flow’s 
over the site so that under normal circumstances no income can be 
derived from it. The legislature must he taken to have been well 
aware that this alone would not avail to shift the title of the site from 
the Kemindar to the Government. In these circumstances, their Lord- 
ships with great respect to the opinions expressed by Mr. Justice 
Mukherjee and Mr. Justice Mitter are unable to take the view that the 
effect of an ai atement of revenue taken for the portion of the estate 
washed away must he regarded as an abandonment of that portion of 
the estute for the l>euefit of the public domain.” 

Thus the law as it was interpreted by the Judicial Committee of 
the Privy Council was that mere submergence, the mere fact that the 
land was washed away, did not transfer the right and title of the 
jcemindar in the permanent 1\ -settled property to the State or Govern- 
ment. Sir, what would he the effect of an almtement when an abate- 
ment of land roveuue was taken Y They clearly said — well, tliut was 
the statutory or the mandatory provision of the Act under which the 
Government was bound to remit the portion of the land levenue in 
respect of the land that was submerged, hut merely by accepting abate- 
ment the Remiudars did not transfer and could not he presumed to have 
transferred their right, title and interest in the submerged land to the 
State. So that was legally the jjosition. Now% Sir, what about the 
revenue Y l^ord Maugham pointed out further that it might be gyp- 
sumed that it was a casus omissus so fur as the revenue position was 
concerned, and he stated: — 

**lt may he asked what then is the position from the revenue point 
of view when the land or a portion of it emerges. There are two 
possible views; the first is that au implication may be derived from the 
Act that when land reappears after a deduction has bepn given, there 
ought to be a corresponding reinstatement of the proper proportion of 
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*tfi« sadar jama; tl^ second is that the case of reappearance has not 
been dealt with and in other words that it is casu* omissus in the Act. 
Their Lordships are unable to deal with the first view in the absence of 
any arguments upon it; there are no doubt serious difficulties*’ — I would 
ask the Hon* ble Minister to attend to these words — “there are no doubt 
seriou^ difficulties which will have to be duly considered if the Govern- 
ment makes a claim ot the kind indicated In any case a possible 

defect of that kind in an Act concerned with taxation cannot alone l>e 
a ground for implying u clause imposing au obligation on the subject 
for w^tich there is otherwise no warrant.*’ 

In view of these observations, m\ point is that if it is a fact that 
mefe acceptance of abatement of land revenue does not transfer the 
right, title or the interest of the zemindar to the State, you caunot 
dissociate possession from ownership, ami all that 

The Hoft’bJ* Sir BIJOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: That is nobody's 
case. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That is your case. 
That is the assumption on which the Bill appears to be framed. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Certainly not. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Let me read out theu 
the new section f»A, which the Hon’ble Minister projwwes to enact. 
It runs thus : — 

“Whenever any land which has Iwen washed away from or lost 
to any estate paying revenue directly to Government reappears above 
the water and reforms at the original site of such land, the proprietor 
of *the estate from the mdar jama of which a deduction has been made 
under section o on account of the land so washed away or lost, shall 
have the right to resume immediate possession of the land so reformed, 
subject t<f the payment of revenue in respect thereof with effect from 
the date on which such revenue is assessed.” 

That in, the Bill before us proposes that the proprietor will have 
the right to resume possession, aw if hiw possession ceased at some time, 
provided he agrees to pay the extra revenue. But how* can the Hon’ble 
-4tjni*ter think that there has ever been dissociation of ownership and 
possession? Having regard to Txrnl Maugham's comments, and the 
law as stated by him, you have got to admit that the possession 
remained with the landlord. You cannot by enacting this provision 
oav that the landlord will not have possession unless he agrees to pay 
additional revenue. The possession was and is with him. Yon cannot 
by this new provision divest him of his right to the possession of th# 
land. Not only that; you have got also to consider the bearing qf 
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new section 86A of the Bengal Tenancy Act. Tlffere also, under the 
newly umended provision, the under-tenant has his right to the land 
and he has the right to enjoy the land from the time the land reappears 
on payment of rent. Therefore, his right to possession also subsists. 
My point therefore is that Government hv this proviso will not be able 
to dissociate ownership and possession and the landlord will mot be 
bound to take fresh settlement or possession from Government. That 
is my first point. 

My second point is, suppose the land is permanently settled with 
a permanent tenme-holder, for instance a putnifhtr or a vuhtrashi 
mokruridar and he continues to pay the rent of the submerged land 
and has not given up the possession of the land. Simply by enacting, 
this provision, you cannot divest the jiermaiient tenure-holder of his 
possession of the land. The maurashnhir or the putnuiar continues 
to pay the rent and the landlord continued to enjoy the rent realised 
from him as was the fact in the Midnapore Zemindarv Case, t The 
landlord there will have no difficulty as he continues to enjoy the rent 
paid by the under-tenant. In such a case, why should lie even think 
of taking a fresh settlement from the Government or agree to pnv 
extra revenue for the reappeared land I for myself cannot understand 
If the Bill is passed in this shape, I am afraid, it will give rise to 
further litigations only and will not serve the purpose which it is 
intended to serve. 

To get the drafting defects removed, therefore, I propose that the 
Bill he referred to a Select Committee. 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I am 
extremely obliged to mv friend Kai Harendra Nath Chaodlmri for 
sounding a note of caution, but I am afraid his interpretation of the 
proposed section is not correct. It is nobody's case that the landlord 
in a permanently settled area loses his right. In fact, that point has 
been made perfectly clear in the judgment of their lordships of the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council.* What Government are 
asking is that they should have the power of reassessing the revenue 
for the land reformed in situ. That is the only right they are asking. 
There is now a hiatus in the Act as pointed out bv their Lordships of 
the Judicial Committee. Suppose the xemindar 

Mr, SPEAKER: Fnder this Act he will not take possession unless 
he agrees to pay the land revenue. 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The possession 
remnius with the xemindar. 

Mr, SPEAKER: He will not be able to resume possession of the 
l#ud which is reformed until He pays the revenue. 
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- *RaJ HARENDR4 NATH CHAUOHURIl Sir, what does the 


Htm’ble Minister mean when he says that the possession remains with 
the landlord and he will not be able to resume possession of the land. 


Mr. SPEAKER: That is quite clear. So Ion# as the fact urn of 
the laud does not actually exist, it may he the ritfht is with him* hut 
the actual fact is that the land does not exist. Therefore w hen the 
land appears 


Rai^ HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Then, the law will put 

him in possession. 

• Mr. 8PEAKER: No, th is law will obstruct. 

• . 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government 

does not challenge the tith* vvlihh icmaiii* with I lie proprietm. All 
that tlie Government want is the rijrlit to reassess revenue* foi tlie land 
wlneh lias reappeared. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You nitirmt divorce 
ci wj* ci ship and possession. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The next 

question is li'»u (niviTMieeiit will s, -rule th,*ii revenue, The reassessed 
revenue will i <»r III pat! ot the total leveliue of the estate. If the 
pro|irieti*r does not pav tin* additional revenue reassessed, the whole 
estate will he* hioii^ht t<* sale and the landlord will lose Ins pfopeity. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: lie has not make any 
engagement at all. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: There is no 
question of engagement. It will not he* necessary. Ah a matter of 

fact ( li.ii Hakkmiha Nath Chaidih hi interrupted.) 1 Iiojm* Itui 

llurendra Nath (‘haudhuii will kindly listen to me. I have listened 
to him very patienth, and 1 hope he will listen to ine irt the* same 
way. Suppose lls. 1,000 wan the original sadar jama of an estate, 
one-fourth of that estate was diluviated, ho that R*. 250 of the jama 
abated. Now, that whole area reappears, and there is lurid 
reformed in situ. Government under this Hill, if thin Hill is panned 
into law, will have the right of reassessing revenue to the extent of 
Ils. 250, ho that the sadar jama of the estate will again be I in. 1,000 
instead of Its‘. 750, and if the landlord does not pay the whole thousand 
rupees, the estate will lie brought to nale. 


RM HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: How? 
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tin HonWt Sir BUOY PRASAD SIMCH£, ROYl Under {he 

Beveuue Sales Act, so that Government revenue would be absolutely 
secure. 


Ah regards the other point, namely, what about possession if the 
estute is leased out in pa tin, and if the patnidar has not received any 
abatement from his landlord? That is an arrangement between the 
patnidar and his zemindar. So, I do not think Government need take 
into consideration that question. If the patnidar wants abatement, he 
can do so under section 86A of the Bengal Tenancy Act. He can 
surely claim abatement under that section, but if he does not, r< is his 
lookout. So, there is no difficulty about the security of Government 
revenue, and I think my friend has thoroughly misunderstood thp 
scope of the proposed section. 


fUi HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Very well, you will see 
you will have to come before the House again with an amendment in • 
the near future. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, by way of amend- 
ment. that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) llon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, 

(2) Mr. M. Ashrnfali, 

(3) Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan, 

(4) Mr. Syed Hassan Ali Chowdhury, 

(f>) Mr. F pen dr a Nath Barman, 

{(») Mr. Turuk Nath Mukherjee, 

(7) Mr. Manmatha Nath Roy, 

(8) Mr. Sasankn Sekhar Sanval, and 

(9) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 14th August, 1940, and 
that the quorum of the Select Committee be fixed at five, w-as then put 
and lost. 

The motion that the Bengal Alluvion and Diluvion (Amendment) 
Bill. 1940, be taken into consideration was then put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
Agreed to. 
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C tames 2 and 3. 

Mr* DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Sir, I beg (o move that in 
clause 2, in the proposed section 5A, in line 9, ufter the words “so 
reformed" the following words lie inserted, namely: — 

• 

“in the manner in which he was in possession of before the land 
was washed away or lost to any estate." 

Sifc it has l»een stated that after the land which has been washed 
away or lost reappears and reforms at the original site of the land, the 
proprietor shall have the right to resume immediate possession of the 
land so reformed. But if the land was in the possession of a tenant 
and *if the proprietor was in possession through tenant, what will 
happen*' In order to make that point clear there should Ik* a clear 
provision that the proprietor will get possession in the manner in 
which he was in possession of it lie fore the land was washed away or 
lost to any estate, so that if he was in sctunl possession of the land he 
will get possession in the same way; if he was in {msaossion through 
patm he will get possession through paint, if he was in possession of 
the land through a ni i ya t he will get possession through the ratyat. 
Probably, the intention of the clause itself is that the laudlon) will 
resume possession of his land in the same way as before* 

Mf« 8PEAKER: The word “resume” means that he will get posses- 
sion of the land in the same way us before. If the landlord was only 
given possession, then perhaps your meaning might be possible. But 
resumption of possession must have reference to the old manner of 
possession. I think your amendment is not necessary. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAS Sir, my amendment will make 
the meaniftg clear, namely, that the landlord will get possession in the 
same way as he was in possession before. If that Im* the intention of 
Government, then there is no reason why mv amendment should not 
be accepted. 

TIM Hon’bli Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, I oppose 
the amendment. As a matter of fact, it is absolutely unnecessary 
and superfluous, because section BOA gives the right to the tenant, 
and moreover the amendment is not a practical suggestion. For 
instance, there might have been tenants who have disappeared from 
that locality. How could a landlord come to possession exactly in the 
same way as he used to be, say, 60 years ago? 

15 



m 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[7th Au4 m 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta thajr in clause 2, in tike 
proponed section 5A, in line 9, after the words* “so reformed” the 
following- words be inserted, namely: — 

“in the manner in which he was in possession of before the land 
■was w r aahed aw r ay or lost to any estate,” 

was then put and lost. 

The question that clauses 2 and 3 stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 


Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. I beg to 
move that the Bengal Alluvion and Diluvimi (Amendment^ Bill, 1940, 
as settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 


It being 5-20 p in. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Thursday, the 8th 
August, 1940, at the Assembly House. Calcutta. 
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. « 

Proceedings of die Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 8tb August, 1940, at 4-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’hle Khan Bahadur M. Azizil Haqck, c.i.*,) 
in the ('hair, 10 Hon'ble Ministers and 211 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Communal ratio of clerks in offloe of Registrar of Joint ttook 
Companies! Bengal. 

•123. A I had) CYA8UDDIN AHMED CHOUDHURY: Will the 

ilon’l.lc Minister in churge of the Commerce and Labour Department be 
pleased to state — 

(<i) the present number of permanent clerks in the office of the 
Registrar of Joint Stock Companies, Bengal; and 
(M how many of them are— - 

• (1 ) Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 
^3) Scheduled Castes? 

MINISTER in ohargs of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon'bls Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (a) Eleven. 

(5) (1) Ilindus — Eleven. 

• (2) Muslims — Nil. 

(3) Scheduled Castes — Nil. 

Mf. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN I Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any appointments were made in this office after the 
reifsrding the communal ratio wan published by the 

Government f 
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Tht Honble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Therahave been no perma. 
^ent appointments made in this office since the year 1931. Sinoe that 
time, however — I am not able to give the exact dates — three temporary 
appointments have been made of which two have gone to Hindus and 
one to a Muslim. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the qualifications of the 11 Hindus who are permanent in this 
office ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I would like to have a 
notice of this. Hut I may tell my honourable friend, however, that 
their qualifications are more or less lost in oblivion! (Laughter.) 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any of these clerks is on extension? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: I would ask for notice. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: AYill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is not a fact that there are three or four under-Matrics in 
the Upper Division in this office? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 do not think this is a 
very extraordinary circumstance, as there are many offices in which 
under-Matrics are in the Upper Division. 


Reoruitment of constables in Dinajpur. 

•124. Maulvi ABDUL JABBAR: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge ni the Home (Police) DejMiitment be pleased to state whether 
constables were recruited in Dinujput in the first week of July, 1940? 

< /i ) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hou’bie 
Minister he pleased to state— _ 4 

(i) the total number of recruits; 

(if) the number of them that are — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

( 2 ) Scheduled Castes, and 

(3) Muslims; and 


(tit) how many of them are the natives of the district? 
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(c) 1$ it a iart tnat notice was issued for the recruitment ol 
candidates from the — 

(1) Scheduled Castes, and 

(2) Muslims? 

{(/) If so, will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether 
appointments were made in terms of the notice v 

(c) If not, why not? 

(/) Is it a fact that candidates who are short ot the required 
measurement and not within the pieseiilied age-limit have lieen taken 
m preference to the qualified candidates of the district? 

(/ft Is tin* Hon’blc Mimstei eon.Mdeiing the desirahililv of issuing 
instructions for observing the fommumil ratio and gi\iug preference 
to thy natives of the district in such ap}x»in< incuts ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon'bli 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : w/> On the (It h Jul\, HMtl. candidates were 
selected for enlistment as constables to till up four vacancies that 
Existed in t lie district. 

{ h ) The total n um her <»i candidates side* ted wan H of whom 4 were 
Caste Hindus, 2 belonged to Scheduled C. isles utid 2 were Muslims. 
Ot the candidates selected 2 M Muslim and 1 S< hcduled Caste) are 
natives of the distiict, while the letuaining t» ( 1 Caste Hindus, 1 Muslim 
and 1 Scheduled Caste) belong to other districts. 

(r) A geneial notice w r as issued lor the re< t uitnient of constnhles 
in'which memlicr* of the Muslim and Scheduled Castes were paiticnhuly 
invited. 

(d) No apiKiintim*ut has set heen made. The formal enlistment 
will fee made on the ot h August, HMO, when it will he done in terms 
of the notice, i.e., 2 Muslims, 1 Sc heduled Caste and l (’ante Hindu 
will he appointed. The 4 additional candidates {1 Scheduled Caste and 
3, Caste Hindus) have lieeu selected for being kept in reserve for future 
enlistment as they were found to he* of a type superior to the type of 
caodjclates that usually appear for selection. 

(e) Does not arise. 

(f* No. 

(<i) No. The communal ratio is already being observed and prefer- 
uce is given to natives of the districts as far as practicable. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer (/>), 
namely, that of the 8 candidates selected. 4 were Caste Hindu#, 2 
Scheduled Castes and 2 Muslims, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reasons why only two Muslims were taken instead of 4P # 
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* Mr. SPEAKER: They were not taken but only selected. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why only 2 Muslims were selected and how the com- 
munal ratio has been maintained in this case? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable mem- 
ber will please read answer (d), he will understand it perfectly. The 
actual number of appointments, that were to be made on the 5th 
August, was 4 — the reply was sent before any actual appointment was 
made — 2 Muslims, 1 Scheduled Caste and 1 Caste Hindu. ' # 


I.M.8. and I.M.D. officers in Medical Department. 

•125. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and I^ocal Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state — 

(a) how many I.M.S. and I.M.D. officers are now holding the Civil 

posts in the Medical Depaitment under the Government of 
Bengal ; 

(b) how many of them have been or are al>out to be recalled to the 

Military service; 

(r) what are the numbers of the — 

(1) European, 

(2) Bengali, and 

(3) Punjabi 

I.M.S. officers iu Bengal who have been recalled to the 
military service; and * 

(d) whether the principle of seniority or any other criteria have 
been uniformly maintained iu the matter of reversion to 
military service amongst t he — 

(1) European, 

(2) Bengali, and 

(3) Punjabi 
I.M.S. officers? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’hle Nawab Khwaja 
'Habibullah Bahadur of Daoca)t (a) I. M. S. 24 and I M. D. 12. 



QUESTIONS. 


• 210 


1W0.1 

(b) 14 I.M.S. aid all I.M.D. officers are on the War Reserve. Of 
these, 5 I.M.S. officers have already been recalled to the military 
service. 

(c) A statement showing the position of I.M.S. officers iu the Medi- 
cal Dej>artment, Bengal, is laid on the table. 

(1) Europeans — 4. 

(2) Bengali — 1. 

(3^ Punjabi — Nil. 

(d) The final decision regarding recall to military duty rests with 
th«f Defence Department of the Government of India. 


Statement referred to in the reply to suh-elause (r) of starred question 
.Vo. 7 2'J, showing the position of I.M.S. officers in the Medical 
* 'Department under the Government of Hen pal. 


War Reserve. 

(1) Lt.-Col. II . E. Murray. 

(2) Lt.-(Vl. B. G. Mallya. 

(3) Lt.-Col. S. Nag. (Hearted to Military Duty.) 

(4) * Major 0. L. Pasrieha. 

(5) Major E. G. Montgomery. (Reverted to Military Duty.) 

(6) Major G. B. W. d'isher. 

(T) Major F. H. A. L. Davidson. (Reverted to Military Duty.) 

(8) (’apt. E. II. Ix>ssing. (Reverted to Military Duty.) 

(9) Capt. F. W. Allinson. 

(10) Major (1. Kelly. 

(11) £apt. J. Brebner. 

(12) Capt. W. M. Niblock. 

(13) Capt. J. W. D. Goodall. 

(14) Capt. J. White. (Reverted to Military Duty.) 


► • Holding Residuary Appointments. 

(1) Lt.-Col. E. W. O’G. Kirwan, c.i.*. 

(2) Lt.-Col. F. J. Anderson, c.r.K. 

(3) Major J. C. Drummond. 

(4) Major R. Linton. 

(5) Major K. S. Fitch. 

Lt.-Col. P. F. Gow (retired). 
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Rest. 

(1) Major-General P. S. Mills, c.i.e., k.h.p. 

(2) Lt.-Col. K. S. Thakur. 

(3) Lt.-Col. J. C. De. 

(4) Lt.-Col. N. C. Kapur (on leave). 

(5) Lt.-Col. B. H. Singh. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state when the f> officers were recalled to the military ^ 
service and whether the opinion of the Government of Bengal was con- 
sulted or not ? 1 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I could not say offhand. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon lde Minister 
he pleased to stale whether there is any constitutional obligation on 
the part of the Government of Bengal to appoint these I. M. 1). officers? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I cannot understand this question. These officers are on the War 
Reserve. 


Dr. 8URE8H OHANDRA BANERJEE: The I M K officers are 
reserved 

Mr. 8PEAKER: And also the 1. M. D. officers. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble* Minister 
he pleased to state whether the attention of the Government has been 
drawn to the fact that Lt.-Col. S. Nag. the only Bengalee officer, who 
has been recalled to the military service, is by far senior to the other 
European officers who are junior men ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, I wanted to know if the 
Government of Bengal is consulted and, if so, whether selection of 
officers is made on the basis of seniority. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Nawab Bahadur, he wants to know whether yon 
select your officers or the Government of India. 
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Tha Hon'blo Nafrab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

The Government of India— the Military authorities. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon’bJe 
Minister be pleased to state how man\ posts in the Medical Depart- 
ment Bengal are reserved for 1. M. i). officers ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I ask 4> r notice. 

Prevention of malaria in Jessore district. 

•T28. Khan Bahadur Maulana AHMED ALI ENAYETPURI : 

(n) Will the Hon’blc Minister in charge of the I > u 1 > 1 i « ■ 1 ftut 1 1 It and l*ocul 
Self-(|pvernment Department he pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing, thana by thana, for the \ear- LWS-.'lJr with respect to the 
Jessore district — 

( t ' the number of deaths from malaria; 

<u) the present number of anti-malaria societies; 

<m» the names of the places when- tb**\ are situated; 

(;?*) t l^e amount of Go\ernment grants f t>r those anti-malaria 
societies ; 

<r) the amount of District Board grants for the same; 

(vi) the amount spent for those societies ; and 
ivti) where it was spent?' 

(b) Will the Hon’hle Minis!* r he pi eased to state whether any 
amouut was spent by these societies in the \ears 19-18 and 19-19 for — 
(l> flushing schemes, 

(2) irrigation, and 

(3) anti-lurvn* measures in dri\ing mil malaria? 

*c) If so, where was it sj>ent? 

(d) What steps do the Government contemplate taking for the 
eradication of malaria from the district? 

The Hovt’blc Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(<?) (i) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

( it) Sixty-five, as reported by the District Magistrate. 

(iVi) A list is laid on the Library table. 

(«r) Nil. 

( r ) to (rri) The information is not available to Government. 



218 ’ 


QUESTIONS.* 


[8th Aim., 


(b) and (c) The information is not available to Government. 

(d) Instead of doling out small grants to union boards and anti- 
malaria societies for local anti-malaria measures of a minor character. 
Government have decided to make large sums available for schemes of 
more or less permanent nature, such as flushing schemes, drainage 
schemes, anti-larvir measures, etc., approved by the Public Health 
Department. The District Board was accordingly asked to submit 
schemes. The schemes submitted by the Board were, however, found 
to be not in order and have been sent back for revision. The services 
of the Malaria Engineer recently appointed by Government have been 
made available to the District Board for the preparation, supervision 
and execution of these anti-malaria schemes. 

A scheme for an intensive campaign for eradication of malaria from 
the Jesfiore town and its environments at a total cost of Its. 2 lakhs 
spread over five year* has been inaugurated by Government with the 
help of grants from the Government of India as well as from provincial 
revenues on a half and half basis. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the scheme has been put to practice in the 
town of Jessore and what is the amount that has been spent up till 
now ? , ' 

Tht Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to subinit 
that the Hon’ble Minister has said in his reply that a sum of Rs. 2 
lakhs has been spent. My question is whether the scheme has been 
put to practice or not. If the Hon’ble Minister cannot give reply, 
how can we understand the situation? 

* 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have said that it has been inaugurated. Spending and inauguration 
are two separate things. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is it a fact that much of iliq monqy 
has been spent in scheming and on travelling allowance of the officers 
only? 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your question? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; My question is whether out of this 
Rs. 2 lakhs a huge amount has already been spent in the course of 
* scheming and on travelling allowance of the officers. 
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Mr. SPEAKER. How does this arise? 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: There are complaints that much 
of this money has been spent by way of travelling allowance? 

Mr.’SPEAKER: You may ask as to what amount has been spent . 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: I have asked whether a huge sum 
has been spent in scheming. 

|tr. SPEAKER: Do you mean to say that your application of the 
word “scheming” will improve the situation? (Laughter.) 

• • 

Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hon hie Minister 

be phased to state when was the District Hoard of Jessore asked to 
submit a scheme? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’hie Minister please 
enlighten us whether Government have consulted the rhairman of the 
Jessore Jfunicipality in connection with that scheme? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

He must have been consulted. 

* Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased to enquire as to whether the suggestion of the Chairman of the 
Jes&ore Municipality has been attended to by the officer in charge 
there ? 


Tho Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I shall enquire into that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have for some time past been receiving questions 
from members in which I find that at the same time letter for letter the 
same question is being typed and handed over by several members and 
placed before the House. First of all, I want to say that it is a very 
unsatisfactory state of affairs. It shows that the same question is 
being" put by several members. I hope that the practice would cease, 
and it is desirable that every member should exercise his discretion 
in this matter. I have not up till now disallowed any question of this 
type, but I want to say that it takes away unnecessarily a lot of time 
of every department if the same question is repeated three times. 
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Introduction of the Secondary Education Bill. 

•127. Maulvi MD. ISRAIL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of tbe Education Department be pleased to state whether the 
constitutional difficulty in bringing the Secondary Education Bill has 
been removed ? 

(h) If so, when do the Government contemplate introducing the 
Secondary Education Bill in the Assembly? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT {the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) Yes. 

(1) In the current session of the Assembly. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: Is the Hon’ble Minister awaYe of 
the fact that there is a strong public opinion against the inauguration 
of this Bill ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Public opinion i* very 
strongly in favour rtf this Bill. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that several meetings were held in Calcutta opposing this 

Bill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Some professional agita- 
tors have been agitating, hut the public opinion is in favour of thin 
Bill. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Miuister aware 
of the fact that the head masters ami the heads of a large number of 
institutions are opposed to this Bill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As far as I am aware, they 
welcome it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Miuister be pleased 
to state what measures Government have adopted to ascertain the 
public opinion in this regard? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My own experience or 
rather my vast experience extending over 80 years of my public life 

sufficient to know what public opinion is. 
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. . MMfvi ABDUL.LATIF BISWAS: Is the Hon’bte Minister aware 
of the fact that thl Muslims ami other minority communities are de- 
manding the passing of the Act at a very early date? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A*K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, certainly. 

Distribution of sale notices among newspapers in Chittagong. 

•128. Khan Bahadur MD. ANWARUL AZIM: (,i) Will the 
Hon’^e Minister in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to 
state in which of the local papers in Chittagong the civil court sale 
notices are published Y 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

• . 

(t) that one month-old paper lint t fut man jayaf is getting one-third 
of the said notices; ami 

(it) that it has no circulation all over the district? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason for 
which notices are not published in the old paper which has been 
publishing these sale notices since 11121 Y 

(d ) Is it a fact that it has the lurgest circulation in the district!' 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab M usher ruff Howe in, Khan 
Bahadur): in) III Sumti . ) uyad harma and fiartoman Jay at . 

(h) ( i i Yes, provisionally 

(in The matter is under enquiry. 

(c» ami (<I ) l)o not arise 


Appointment of Government Pleader*. 

•129. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether the 
basis of seniority and past records and reputations as a lawyer are tukeu 
into account in appointment of Government Pleaders Y 

The Hon’ble Na*ab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

The appointments are made by Government after considering the 
recommendation of I^ocal Officers through the Is* gal Remembrancer. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether this reply also applies to the case of Public 
Prosecutor ? 
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Mr. SPEAKERS That question does not arise| 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether this reply applies to the pleaders 
of the Government both in the Civil and Criminal sides? 

Th# Hon’bli Nawa b MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Yes. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Are we to understand that the 
Hon’ble Minister means that seniority, past records and reputation as 
a lawyer are not taken into account in the appointment of Government 
pleaders ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: They are taken into account. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: He does not say that 
Mr. 8PEAKER : He does. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon' 'hie Minister be 
pleased to state if advertisements are published before the appoint- 
ments are made inviting applications from candidates? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Advertisements are not published in the Calcutta newspapers. They 
might be published in the mufnssal papers. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us if as a rule iu all cases of appointments advertisements 
are published? 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

We work according to the recommendation of the District Officers, 
and it is the District Officers who are to advertise and take applications 
from the candidates. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any advertisement was published in the case of the 
appointment of Government Pleader in Dinajpur? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 
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. * Mf« ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is it a fact that there were cases 

where due advertisJments had not been published and the senior 
pleaders were not in a position to put forward their claims ? 

The Hon’bla Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

1 am net aware of it. 


* Publication of sale notions by Chittagong Civil Courts. 

*130. Khan Bahadur MD. ANWARUL AZIM: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Ifinister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to stute — 

•• 

(?) in which of the newspapers in Chittagong the civil court sale 
notices are puhiislied now ; and 

(it) on what basis the distribution of such notices is made!' 

(It) Is it a fact — 

(t) that the Sfn/niti lias been publishing these sale notices situ*© 
1021 ; and 

(it) tjiat it is tin* leading bi-weekly newspaper of that district y 

(r) If tin- answer to (//) is in the aiiirtnal i\ c, will the Hon’hle 
Minister be pleaded to state whether tiie sale notices are now published 
in other newspapers as well? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that tin* major portion of these 
notices appears in — - 

( 1 ) the Hart ha mtt n ja f/a t, and 

(2) the Jot/ad harm a ? 

• 

The Hon’bla Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) (:) In Sunreti , Y utmdharma and Bart a man Jayat, with effect from 
this month (July, 1040). 

• (ii> Equally to the three papers. 

(h) (i) Yes. 

(ti) It isjhe only bi-weekly newspaper in Chittagong. 

. (r?) Does not arise. 

<d) No. 
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Typists in Faridpur Civil Court. 

*131. Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the present number of typists in the Faridpur Civil Courts; and 

(b) the number of them that are Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) Eight. 

(h) None. 

Mr. MIA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reasons why in t he Civil Courts of Faridpur no Muhamma- 
dan typist has been appointed? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Appointments have been made from time to time and long before the 
Hon’ble Minister was appointed. (Laughter, i 

Maulvi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer (h) t 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state for how long this state 
of affairs has been continuing? 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

1 want notice. 

Disturbances following fracas between Hindus and Muslims at Daooa. 

•131(A). Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: (<n Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of t he Home Department aware — 

(/) that since loth July, 1!M0, following a fracas between some 
Hindus and Muslims in the city of Dacca on the occasion 
of the second Hath Jutra festival stabbing and assault of 
innocent pedestrians on public thoroughfares after sunset 
has become almost a daily occurrence in the city ; 

(ii) that a feeling of insecurity and panic exists among the 
people; and 

(iVi) that it has caused a dislocation of all normal business in the 
city? 

(h) If the answer to (<i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps the Government have so far 
taken, and what more fdeps the Government intend to take, in fhe 
matter? 
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* Tht Hon'blo Ktivaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There lave been a few 

stray cases of assaint, but it is not true that such cases are of daily 
occurrence or that there is dislocation of business. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state if, these cases of assault and stubbing whether they are of daily, 
weekly or monthly occurrence, have stopped altogether? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think any 
assaulPor stabbing has taken place during the last two or three days. 

Ar. SPEAKER: Unstarred Questions. 

• • 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: One supplementary question, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, um see I have alreudy called for the 
Unstarred Questions. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: 1 wanted to put an important 
question, Sir, ami I am getting no opportunity. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, I can frankly state that 1 have always given 
to every section of the House opportunity to put supplementary 
questions. Questions of this nature, unless they are very urgent and 
important, should not be put. Whenever there was any point of real 
importance. I have allowed members a chance to put supplementary 
questions, and in this case 1 did give a chance to the questioner, 
Mr. Atul Chandra Sen. 1 am statiug this quite frankly. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Establishment of a MtmsiPs Court at Barraokporo. 

1 % Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURIl (a) With reference 
to the reply given to unstarred question No. 7 on the 29th July, 1938, 
regarding the establishment of a Muiisif* Court at Harrackpore, will 
the Hon’ble *Minister in charge of the Judicial and legislative Depart- 
ment be pleased to state the result of the consideration by the Govern- 
ment of the public representation of the residents of the northern part 
of the Harrackpore subdivision on the subject? 

16 
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{b) If the Government have not accepted the grayer in the repVe^ 
»entation, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons for 
their decision? 

(o) v Jf the Government have decided to establish such a Munsifs 
Court as prayed for, what steps have the Government taken or do they 
propose to take to give effect to their decision in the near future? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

It has been decided to defer further consideration of the proposal till 
after the conclusion of the war. *>. 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state how' long the matter is under consideration and what the 
“further consideration of the matter” has got to do with the conclusion 
of the war? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

We are not allowed to spend anything on this till the war is over. 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: 1 quite admit that 
Government may not spend anything on that. That i:-* a different 
matter. But my question is, what has the further consideration of 
the matter to do w’ith the conclusion of t lie war. You may or may not 
take any steps, hut why do you wait till the end of the war? Is it 
because the brain that will consider the matter will he affected in any 
way by the war? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

R«i HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: But, Sir, it is a very 

important question. 

Tha Hon’bla Nawab MU8HARRUFF H 088 A IN, Khan Bahadur: 

Well, I have mentioned the war because it is only in that way that 
the auswer can be put off. (Laughter.) 

Extension of sarvioa to Covornmont Pleader of Tippera. 

73. Mauivi MO. HASAN UIZAM AN: («*> Will the Hon’bie 

Minister in charge of the Judicial and legislative Department he 
pleased to state-~ 

(t) when the present Government Pleader of Tippers was due to 
retire; and 

(*Y) whether he is acting now on extension? 
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■ '(b) tfahe ftD8we| to (<i) (it) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’fcle 
Miniver be pleased to state — 

(i) when his present term is likely to expire; 

(ii) when the extension was granted to him last; and 

(*"> avheu the Government propose to appoint his successor? * 

(r) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to invite applica- 
tions from intending candidates? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(<i) 1st April, 11136. 

*(n) Yes. 

• • 

(b) ( 1 ) Ilis term expired on tin* 1st April, 1931), hut he is continuing 
pend nig decision of the general question of compulsory retirement of 
Government^ 1 leaders and Public Prosecutors in the districts who though 
passed 60 have been recommended extension by local officers. 

On 1st April, 1938. 

On) There is no such proposal at present. 

O’) Does not arise. 

Mr. /CBDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer (b) (#), 
will the Ilon’ble Minister please state how long is the term of the 
present Government Pleader likely to continue and when is a decision 
on the general question of compulsory retirement of Government 
Pleaders and Public Prosecutors in the districts likelv to be arrived 
at? 

The Hon’blt Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I am not in a position to sa\ that now. It all depends on the District 
Magistrate As long as he wants to keep him there, 1 do not see any 
reason why we should ask him to retire. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Do I understand the Hon’ble 
Minister to say that it all depends on the District Magistrates as to 
how long the Government Pleaders will continue to hold their offices 
as such? 

Tha HoA’bfi Nawab MUSHARRUFF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Well, so long as the efficiency of the man continues and the communal 
question does not come in, I see no reason why we should get rid of 
a man. 
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Constitution of Rule Committee under section* 123, C. P. Code. 

74. Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the table 
u statement showing — 

t 

{a) the names of the present members of the Rule Committee con- 
stituted under section 12-‘i, C. l\ Code, by the Calcutta 
High Court ; 

(h) the respective dates of their appointments; 

(r) the term of the tenure of office of each of them; and ** , 

{(I) the name of the present Secretary of the committee $nd his 
monthly pay? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H08SAIN, KKIn Bahadur: 

{n) By the courtesy of the High Court I am able to give the informa- 
tion — 

The llon’hle Mr. Justice Panckridge (President). 

The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Rau. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Mukherjea. 

The Advocate-General , Bengal. 

The Senior (Government Pleader, High Court. 

The Solicit*)! to the Province of Bengal. 

Mr. M. 11. B. Uthbriilge. 

(/>) They were ull appointed by an order ol the Ilou’ble the Chief 
Justice, iluted the 10th January, PJ40. 

(c) For the year 1940. 

id) Mr. T. II. Kllia, Registrar, High Court, Appellate* Side. Me 
does not draw any pay as Secretary to the Rule Committee. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
kindly state whether the names ol these members of the committee are 
published in the Official Uasette? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H OSS A IN, Khan Bahadur: 

No. 

Mr. JOCCSH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the HotPble Minister 
please state whether the opinion of the Rule Committee is considered 
before introducing or approving of any change in the Rules f 
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* tIm Hon’blt Nlvab MU8HARRUFF H 088 A IN, Khan Bahadur: 

Of course it is considered . 


Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon' ‘Me Minister 
please state whether some change in the rules about delivery of judg- 
ments fa contemplated and whether the opinion of the Rules Committee 
is being considered in that connection P 


The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The opinion of the Rules Committee is considered by the High Court 
and # after considering the opinion, the High Court makes its own 
recommendations and then the tiovernment of Bengal sees the recom- 
mendations and works on them. 


~ormation of Homeopath Faculty Board. 

75. Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUI: (a) Will the Hou'hle 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — 

(i) what step the tiovernment have taken f«»r the formation of 
Homeopath Faculty Board; and 

(ti) what progress lias been achieved up to date by the Government 
to that effect P 

( h ) Are the Government considering the desirability of introducing 
thjj system of treatment by Homeopathy in rural areas through district 
boards, local boards and union boards, etc. P 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(a) The question of establishing a general Council ami State Faculty 
of Homeojjptliic Medicine in Bengal was considered at a conference of 
representatives of Homeopathic practitioners in September, 037. 
This conference unanimously recommended that a General Council of 
Homeopathic Medicine should be established. A committee was 
appointed by tiovernment to assist in the drafting of the statute* of 
the proposed Council and Faculty and also to consider the financial 
Aspect of the proposal inasmuch as Government had made it clear that, 
as in the case of the Ayurvedic Faculty and Council, they would not 
accept financial responsibility for the working of the Faculty and 
Council. The Advisory Committee has met and has considered the 
draft statutes. A second meeting of the Committee will be convened 
shortly in order to settle certain outstanding matters. In the mean- 
while contributions have l>een received from certain Homeopathic 
practitioners. • 
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(b) Under the relevant Acts, the district boar^and the union hoard 
are competent to establish and maintain or make grants-in-aid towards 
the establishment and maintenance of dispensaries practising systems 
other than Western scientific medicine. Government have framed 
certain rules for the guidance of these institutions. No further action 
on the part of Government is considered necessary. t 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARY MAITI : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state if he has considered the amount that will be required to 
run a Homoeopathy Faculty Board!' 1 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoor: 

I have already stated, Sir, that the Government in another case has not 
cared to accept a provision that the Government will give any grant to 
this Faculty. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARY MAITI: What I asked of the Hon’ble 
Minister was what is the amount that will be required if they w T ant to 
run a Homoeopathy Faculty Board? 

Tht Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoea: 

I want notice. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether 
any pro, vision 1ms been made for Ayurvedic or Unaui form of treatment 
in the Budget ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoea: 

Sir, in the Budget there was a sura total of Its. 5,000 of which Rs. 1,000 
was for Ayurvedic and Rs. 4,000 for Unaui. 

• 

Mr. P. BANERJI: How is it then that no provision has been made 
in the case of Homoeopathy? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoea: 

I lmve said, — No, 


Mr. P. BANERJI: But why? For what reason? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daoea: 

Perhaps because at that time the claims of Homoeopathy were not 
brought to uiy notice. Had that been the case, I would certainly have 
, considered the matter. 
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Mr. P. BARER*: I 8 it not a fact that this committee had a sitting 
in the year 1937 and some provision was made in the Budget of 1939-40? 


Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister says that at that time it 
cou]d not be considered. 

Mr. P. BANERJI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be prepared to con- 
sider this question if it is brought to his notice ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

** If |hat is done, I will certainly consider the matter, 

fct. NIKUNJA BEHARY MAITI : Will the Hon’bl. Minister 
please refer the mutter of expenditure for the eonaideration of the 
Advisory Committee? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa I 

Yes, Sir, ull these matters will be placed before the Advisory 
Committee. 


Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARY MAITI: Will the Rouble Minister 
please sttite if the report when published will be available to the mem- 
bers of the Assembly? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state if the rules for the guidance of local boards, union boards, 
etc., have been sent to those institutions? 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I want notice. 


Vacancy in the post of Inspector of Registration. 

7B. Khan Bahadur Maulvi AULAD HOBSAIN KHAN: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) 
Department be pleased to state whether there is any vacancy in the 
post of an Inspector of Registration ? 

( h ) If so, how long is it lying vacant? 

(c) WTien is it likely to be filled up? 
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The Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) *es. 

(h) Since 15th July, 1939. 

(r) A temporary arrangement has been made in the vacancy. It 
will be filled up permanently as soon as a selection has been made. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AULAD HOS8AIN KHAN:* With 
reference to answer (b) f it appears that this post has remained vacant 
for more than a year. Will the Hon’ble Minister please give us an 
approximate date or time when this vacancy will be filled up? & 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is difficult to say thnh 

Sir. The matter will have to be referred to the Public Service Commis- 
sion, and I do not know how long they will take over this, btif the 
officer who has been appointed will retire in the ordinary course some 
time early next year, and then a reference will have to be made to the 
Public Service Commission. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: Will the 

Hon'ble Minister please state how many Inspectors of Registration are 
working throughout the whole province at present? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There are at prtsent two 

Inspectors for the whole province. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AULAD H088AIN KHAN: Is it not a 

fact that only one Inspector has now been working for the whole 
province ? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, More the tem- 
porary appointment was made, one Inspector only used to do the work 
of two. * 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: With reference to the latter 
part of answer (c) % will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether the communal ratio service rules will be observed in this case? 

Mr. BREAKER: That question does not arise. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, you promised to 
give us an opportunity to put two or three supplementary questions in 
respect of question No. 120* of the 7th instant. 

, Mr. BREAKER: Sir Naiimuddin, can you answer them now? 
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Tbi Hon’ble Ktywaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have not got the file 
with me now t Sir, hut I shall try to answer them. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Please bring the file to-morrow, so that we can 
take it up. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Bengal Agricultural Debtors (8econd Amendment) Bill, 1840. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir. I beg 
to place the interim report of the Select Committee on the Bengal Agri- 
culturtil Debtors (Second Amendment) Bill, 1M40. In view of the fact 
that the committee is likely to take some more time to come to a final 
decision on all the provisions of the Bill, we request that the time for 
submission of the final report may be extended until the committee 
conclude their deliberations on the Bill. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Is it the pleasure ot the House that the time 
given for the Select Committee be extended I' 

The House agreed to grunt the extension of time. 


Resolution on Bengal Raw Jut# Futures and Haitian Cloth Futures 
Ordinanoa, 1840. 

• Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we know, Sir, who will be 
called upon to speak first? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a point on which I want you to help me 
so that the same rule may be followed in future also. It is rather a 
difficult (ffcestion to decide. 1 am insisting that t he House has the 
right to take this ordinance into consideration irrespective of the matter 
being placed so that it automatically involves that the placing before 
the House is not essential. Anybody can do it. That being the consti- 
tutional position I am driving to. don’t you think that earlier notice 
should be taken into consideratoin ? 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I would not stand in the way of 
anybody else speaking first. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Shall I draw lots? 

Dr. MALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I do not mind if Mr. Hashemy 
is called upon to speak first. 
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Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: It t ii better for the 

experts to take their chance last of all. 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8AHYAL: Then we will have to decide who 
is an expert. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let me have a visible demonstration of that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, whatever may be your deci- 
sion, in view of the fact that we have only one business before us 
to-day, will you kindly give us sufficient time to place our points of 
view properly P 


Mr. SPEAKER. Mr. Hashemy, how long will you take? 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Twenty minutes o. 

less. 

Mr. SPEAKER: lake K> minutes, so that your time may be given 
to other movers. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Yes, Sir Sir,J beg to 
move that this Assembly disapproves the Hengal Raw Jute Futures 
and Hessian ('loth Futures Ordinance, ll>40 (Bengal Ordinance No. II 
of 1940), as promulgated by the Governor of Bengal under section 
88 (7) of the Government of India Act, 193o. 

I must thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the opportunity you have given 
us to discuss this ordinance which was deliberately denied to us by the 
Government in contravention of the statutory obligations. I must at 
the outset say that our criticism should not he misconstrued and that 
it should not be misunderstood. Sir, we are not out for destructive 
criticisms only. We are prepared to give the devil its due. Sir, 
ordinance or no ordinance, restriction of acreage of production or no 
restriction, fixation of minimum price or no fixation, the fact remains 
that the cultivators of Bengal had been selling their jute at what I 
should call a ridiculously low price. In some cases the selling price 
was even far below the cost of production. Sir, we wanted fixation of* 
minimum price. Sir, it is common knowledge that before any arrange- 
ment can be made for fixation of minimum price, Government should 
arrange for some preliminary arrangements, namely, restriction, at 
least compulsory restriction of acreage of production, standardisation 
of grades of quality of jute, ami facilities for storage by licensed ware- 
houses. Sir, I am not speaking about the report of the Jute Com- 
.mittee appointed by the pre-Reform Government in the year 1984* I 
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will only take hely from the Enquiry Committee appointed by this 
reformed Government in the year 1988, and I will deal with its recom- 
mendations and suggestions. 1 should like to impress upon this House 
the pledge we gave to our constituencies at least for the fixation of 

acreage of production, we got the scheme of voluntary restriction. Sir, 
what was this voluntary restriction? To me it was nothing but the 

• filling up of a tank of the proverbial kiug by milk. Was it not a huge 
joke, a colossal foolishness on the part of the Government to restrict 
the production of jute by a voluntary scheme? We repeatedly said both 
in and outside this House that this scheme was hound to ftiil, and the 

# sclft*me failed. Then come the question of compulsory restriction. The 
Hnn’hle Minister in charge of Agriculture brought a Hill — Jute Regu- 
lation Hill — but he suddenly had to withdraw the Hill. I do not 
know the reason why the Hill was withdrawn. The Hill was withdrawn 
and •instructions issued to the district authorities and others concerned, 
that Government are contemplating a comprehensive plan for the 
regulation of jute crop as well as fixing a minimum price. 

Sir. in the first jute ordinance that was promulgated the minimum 
price of raw jute futures market was fixed at Us. •!(>. Accidentally^ the 
war broke out in Europe, and the price nf jute rose higher and higher 
and it soared up to Rs. 1(H) per bale. As the price of jute was rising 
from Rs. 30 to about Rs. 1(H), thut historical gentlemen’s agreement 
came. At least it was reported that an agreement commonly known 
as the gentlemen’s agreement with the Indian Jute Mills Association 
was entered into. The agreement was that the minimum price at 
which they would *ell jute should not be lower than Rs. 7-8 
per maund. The result was that the futures market began to fall, and 
the mill-owners and the Indian Jute Mills Association became the sole 
purchasers of jute, and the repercussion in the mufassal was obvious. 

Sir, Wtf? have got a second ordinance now, fixing the minimum price 
of jute at Rs. 00 and the maximum price at Rs. GO. As I have already 
said, Sir, Government issued instructions to the cultivators through 
District Officers that they should keep a very watchful eye on the 
markets of Calcutta and that they should not be panicky and so on and 
ao forth. They’ should not sell jute at a price less than Rs. 10 per 

* maund. Naturally, the cultivators were tempted to store up the whole 
crop of their jute, and the result is as we all know and is common 
knowledge that the stored up jute is now selling at a price of Rs. 4 
to Re. 6 a maund. It may he higher in some places I do not know, 
but I speak from my personal knowledge and I speak with authority 
about my own district that the price in the mufassal is Rs. 6 a maund. 
Government in addition to these instructions to the cultivator* pro- 
claimed that Government was going to purchase the surplus without 
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knowing- its financial responsibility and obligation aand without know- 
ing wlmt fund is at its disposal. The other day, Sir, — of course Dr. 
Sanya) dealt with this matter — in reply to a question put by Dr. Sanyal, 
the Hon’hle Minister in charge replied that a sum of Rs. 30 lakhs had 
been set apart for purchase of a certain quantity of jute — most pro- 
bably ’>0,000 bales of the crop. The result was that not a maund of 
jute was with the actual tillers of the soil — I mean the cultivators — 
not even with the tillers in the mufassal. In our opinion this sum of 
Rs. 30 lakhs was absolutely misspent by Government only in order 
to patronise some Thakurdas Tularam — 1 do not know; 1 forget his 
name. (Laughter.) Sir, last year’s experience of the cultivators of 
Bengal tempted them to grow more jute, and the result is that in the, 
preliminary forecast issued we find an overproduction of more or less 
25 to 30 ]>er cent,.; and fortunately or unfortunately the futures market 
is dosed now. The only buyer is the Indian Tute Mills Association; 
the\ have made a monopoly of the crop, and they are preaching that 
the products of jute will go to help the war, and it is their suggestion 
that at the cost of the poor cultivators of Bengal the war fields of 
Europe will be green. 

Sir, after fixing the minimum price of the futures market at Rs. 00, 
it was at least a moral obligation of Government to see that the culti- 
vators get a reasonable price. AVhat is the price to-day? Sir, some 
of my friends tell me that it is Its. 5-4 to-day. 

(At this stage the blue light lit up ) 

Sir, may I have five minutes more? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y es, provided you do not cast significant eyes to 
your left. (Luughter.) 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Sir, it was a moral 
obligation of Government to see that the cultivators get a reasonable 
price, but they are getting only Rs. 5-4 per inauud to-day. Govern- 
ment before launching any programme for purchase of jute ought to 
have carefully considered their financial responsibility. One after 
another the schemes that have been taken up by Government have been 
changed. From the voluntary scheme of restriction up to this time all 
attempts of Government have failed to give relief to the cultivators of * 
Bengal. As I have already said, Sir, in spite of all these things the 
cultivators of Bengal for the last 12 years or more are getting very low 
prices— I say ridiculous prices — for their jute, and we have got no 
remedy from this Government as we did not get any remedy from the 
pre-Reform Government. Sir. I am pained to say that Government do 
not know their own mind. Either they have no well-thought-of and 
scientific plan before them or they are deliberately doing it to help 
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’the Indian Jute Mills Association. Sir, it would not be out of place 
if I say that the department concerned is either fool or knave or both 
— I cannot use a* stronger term. 

Sir, what will be the condition of the jute-growers of Bengal this 
year — there will be surplus. One of my European friends was ttdling 
me thfU any scheme of regulation of either price or acreage without 
any preliminary arrangement is the arrangement of lunatics. Without 
'm&kihg any preliminary survey, without making any preliminary 
arrangement, they have unnecessarily induced the cultivators to pro- 
duce Ibore jute. Sir, if I may make a prophecy, the new crop will not 
t«ell at more than Its. 20 to Ks. 2o per hale this year. I can say that 

• »he futures market is not going to reopen because they are not going to 

«,nkg this responsibility on their shoulders. Sir, under these circum- 
stances, it is the incumbent duty of the Government to take a loan — a 
substantial loan — by which they can purchase the surplus which under 
the •ordinary estimate and under ordinary and normal circumstances 
would come to about 00 to Do lakhs of bules according to the pre- 
liminary forecast, if this is correct. If the production goes over 140 
lakhs of hales und in the international situation that is now' before us 
France is declared to he an enemy country 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr. Speaker. Sir, 1 rise to 
support the resolution moved by my honourable friend, Mr. Hushemy. 
Sir, what is this ordinance! 1 ' It is professed to he an ordinance to fix 
the minimum price of jute, hut I am sorry to observe that this ordinance 
is another still-born child of an ill-conceived and determined policy of 
indifference of our so-called popular Government towards the problem 
of the price of jute, which is the life-and-death problem of the peasantry 
of this province. I may further say that it is a problem not of the 
peasantry alone hut also of the entire population of Bengal. Who does 
not know that it is on the best solution of the problem of jute-price 
that the economic prosperity of the peasantry of Bengal depend*? 
The jute- price is the barometer of their prosperity, and on the prosperity 
of the peasants of this agricultural country depends the prosperity of 

• the whole nation. For this province it may therefore be said — who 
lives if the peasants die and who dies if the peasants live? Sir, it is 
for 4 be sake of the economic interest of us all that we have been urging 
upon, the Government for the last three years and in every *e**ion in 
this House to adopt a bold policy to raise the price of jute, but all the 
persuasions and admonitions not only of this side of the House but 
also of the other have fallen flat on the ears of our popular Ministers. 
Sir, it is a matter of regret and shame that in spite of the sufficiently 



m | GOVERNMENT BILL. [tor Atm., 

loqg time taken by them our Ministers have no| yet adopted any* 
definite or bold policy in respect of tbe problem of jute-price. It is not 
a new problem; it is about a decade old problem which* racked the minds 
of even the old bureaucratic Government. It was far back in 1932 that 
the old Government realised that apart from other factors, the fall in 
jute-prices was responsible for the acute economic depression in Bengal. 
The old Government set up a Jute Enquiry Committee, called, the 
Finlow Committee, of which you, Sir, were one of the members, but 
the problem was not solved. Again in 1938, this Government appointed 
another Committee called the Bengal Jute Enquiry Committee* still 
the problem remains unsolved. Why? It is not because neither of 
these two Committees found any way to the solution of the problem, 
hut because neither the old Government, had nor the new Government 
has adopted a bold policy of tackling the problem. I shall not dwell 
on what the old Government did, hut I shall deal with what the 
present Government has done. Sir, in one word I may say without 
the fear of contradiction — even by the members of the Coalition Party 
who blindly support the present Ministry — that the present Government 
has been pursuing the sume step-motherly policy of the old bureau- 
cratic Government in respect to this problem — the policy of never to 
take the right but always to take the wrong and misleading steps 
towards this vital problem. 

Sir, the ordinance under discussion is an outcome of that policy. 
This ordinance fixed the minimum prices of raw jute and hessians in 
the futures markets. And with what object in views? The Hon’ble 
Ministers will certainly say — the object was to raise and maintain the 
level of the price of raw jute in the interests of its growers. Now my 
question is — was it the real object? If so, was it the right »tep to 
achieve that object? 

Sir, middle of the month of May was certainly high time that 
Government’s interference was necessary to fix the minimum prices of 
row jute for the new crop. Now, was this ordinance a right step to 
raise and maintain the price of raw jute in the rural area? Before 
going into the details, I may unhesitatingly say, that it was not so. 
It was nothing but an eye-wash to beguile the innocent and helpless 
peasants and to hoodwink the public in general. 

Sir, may I ask the Rou ble Ministers whether they were not aware 
that the prices ruling in the futures market had little salutary influence 
upon the prices of raw jute in the rural areas where the growers^aell 
their jute? Were they not also aware that on the other hand violent 
fluctuations of prices in the futures market were highly detrimental 
to the interests of the jute-growers? Sir, that it is so was the opining 
of several members of the Finlow Committee including yourself. 
Many of you recommended for immediate reconstruction of the existing 
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‘fffturaa^inArket of t?e East India Jute Association on sound oomslerqial 

basis and failing trfat for its abolition. But that Association was not 

so reconstructed nor did Government abolish it. Then, we nineteen 

members out of 21 who signed the report of the Bengal Jute Enquiry 

Committee in October, 1939, unanimously recommended for immediate 

abolition of that futures market — not on flimsy grounds but on grounds 

which stood the scrutiny of even the robust supporters of that market. 

If the Government had no opinion of their own, they had these 

recommendations before them and they must have seen them. But 

alas ! * instead of abolishing that market, Government gave a new 

recognition to it by using it as a market for standardising the prices 

of taw jute in the rural area — inconsistency cannot go any further? 

• * 

After all, may I ask. Sir, if that ordinance had in fact any 

salutdVy effect on the prices, even of the old crop, not to speak of the 
new? Have the traders who purchase and sell jute in Calcutta and 
the 9uu f nasal been influenced by that ordinance? There is only one 
answer — No. 

I shall now show by Government's own subsequent action that the 
ordinance miserably failed to achieve the object for which it was 
promulgated. 

Sir, on 3rd June, that is, within twenty days of the date of the 
ordinance, the Government of Bengal decided to purchase first grade 
old crop jute in the open maikcts at Its. f»0 per pucca bale of 5 
maunds. A Press Note was issued to the following effect: — 

“Government announce that they have now completed their 
arrangements for purchase of Beady li.G.A, Firsts (old crop) pucca 
bales * and have appointed as their purchasing agents Messrs. 
Chhagammill Tolaram of 133, Canning Street, Calcutta, a leading 
firrti of jute balers, who have also undertaken the storage of jute 
purchase on behalf of Government." 

If th^ ordinance could raise or maintain the price up to Us. 00 
per bale of 5 maunds, why should Government themselves come 
forward to purchase jute at that price? In pursuance of that 
announcement, Government purchased 50,000 bales of old jute at 
Rs. 30 lakhs. With what result? Nil. Sellers were moving about 
# iu the open market to sell old jute of the first quality at Rs, 42 per 
bale, but there was no purchaser. The price for actual sale did not 
ri«€L although Government inflated it at a great loss to the public 
revenue. If, however. Government made forward purchases of 60,000 
bales df the new crop of jute with Rs. 30 lakhs, that might have some 
good effect upon the roufassal markets for the new crop. But Govern- 
ment did not do that. Here also, Government failed and deliberately 
failed to take the right step. 
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I >have forgotten to mention one very important fact in tKis 
connection. When Government decided to issue HLis ordinance, the 
Indian Jute Mills Association jumped upon the Government and my 
honourable friend, Mr. \Valker, the President of that Association, issued 
a statement to the Associated Press wherein he said that his Associa- 
tion was opposed on principle to Government’s intervention ,in the 
matter of fixation of the minimum price of jute, not only for the 
present but also for the future. The Jute Mills Association was not 
certainly afraid of the fixation of the prices in the futures market 
because they had nothing to do with that market, but were affaid of 
such fixation in the rural area where they or their traders purchase 
jute from the jute-growers. The Indian Jute Mills Association * did 
not rest there. They submitted a representation to the Government 
of India asking for their intervention, so that Bengal Government 
might not fix the minimum prices of jute for the rural area. What 
was the effect of this protest on the part of the Indian Jute ills 
Association Y A compromise was effected between them and Govern- 
ment, and a Press Note was issued in the public Press on the 8th July 
to the following effect: — 

“In order to secure for the growers of jute as high a price as can 
be obtained, and to ensure that as much as possible of this year’s very 
large crop is absorbed by the trade, Government have made an 
arrangement with the Indian Jute Mills Association who a*e by far 
the largest body of consumers of raw jute in the world, whereby the 
Association has agreed to take steps to ensure that all its members 
will buy raw jute at their usual rates of buying at prices which will 
not at any time fall below the following: — 



R*. a. 

Rs. a. 

European Jat and District 

... 9 0 

8 0 

Indian Jat 

... 8 8 

7 8 

Indian District 

... 8 0 

7 D 


These prices are the lowest prices that mills will pay up to the 
end of Decemlwr 1040. 

Apparently it was a nice arrangement, but what could be the result 
of such arrangement P Could it result in giving a good price to the 
jute-growers P 1 say — No. Those prices of the agreement were the 
prices to be paid by the mills in Calcutta. But who does not |now 
that the difference in the prices in Calcutta and the mufassol where 
the jute-growers sell the jute varies between Re. 1-8 and fc. 2 -Sf 
Taking that difference into account, what according to that arrange- 
ment could be the prices to be paid to the jute-growers in the mufaasalf 
Simple mathematics will show that by that arrangement mufassal 
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• prices receivable by tbe jute-growers would range between fie. Ir8 lor 
the bottom and R^ 7 for the best quality- of jute. Was that affair 
arrangement in* the interest* of the jute-growers? Here again* 
Government let down the jute-growers. 

The prices to be received by them were left to the mercy of the 
buyers* Government were not ashamed of that conduct of theirs. 
Not only that, they lost all shame to have it published in the same 
Press Note that : “Government have done their part to secure what 
they are convinced are the best terms obtainable for all concerned at 
the present time.” What do my Coalition friends say to this? Do 
they support this attitude of the Government? This was nothing but 
•criminal indifference to the interests of the jute-growers of this 
province, upon whose votes the Ministers have been returned to this 
House and whose interests they gave a solemn pledge at the time of 
election to protect. 

Sir, I wonder how long will our Ministers pursue the step-motherly 
polic\ towards the price of jute? Win do the\ not face the problem 
with boldiicv»? Why do the\ feel shy t>f fixing the minimum prices? 
Is it not Iwcausc they are afraid of losing the support of the Kuropean 
members of this House who for their self-interests are opposed to the 
fixation of the minimum prices? If it was not so. why did not Govern- 
ment avail of a good opportunity to fix the same, even without affecting 
the interests of the jute mills? 

Sir, I shall now speak about that opportunity. In the same Press 
Note of the 8th July it is stated — “Government have already informed 
growers that up to 22 nd June, 1940, mills had already bought over 40 
lakhs of maunds of jute at prices which averaged over Its. 11 per 
maund for equal quantities of middles and bottoms. What do these 
facts mean to the growers? They mean that at the beginning of the 
season, at least for the months of July and August, growers should receive 
at least lb*. 9 per maund for any good quality unassorted jute they sell 
and for which the" mills have already paid the middlemen more than 
Its. 11 per maunds.” Now, when that was the position, why did not 
Government fix the minimum price at Rs. 9 to remain in force at 
least for the months of July and August? Those were two very 
important months. During these two months the majority of the jute- 
* growers — I mean the jute-growers who have got no bolding power — 
sell their entire crop. If Government did really intend to raise and 
maintain the price level of jute in the interests of tbe jute-growers, why 
is it Ibfft they did not avail of th*t opportunity? They could thereby 
save tbe poor jute-growers from tbe clutches of the blood-sucking 
tinders. Here again, tbe Government deliberately failed to take tbe 
right step. 

17 
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Si If, you will be shocked to hyear that instead of the prices rising In’ 
the rural area, the prices fell Jlowm— *ven tt> Rs. 1 ^ — at many places, 
in spite of the Ordinance, in spite of the agreement of Government with 
the jute mills and in spit^ of the mills making forward purchases of 
their July and August requirements at Kb. 11-8 per maund. Now, let 
u»“dee what measure was adopted by Government to counteract tfyat fall. 
It fs surprising, Sir, that /Government burst out to hold the jute- 
growers responsible for such Jail and issued a note of admonition. It 
is stated in the same Press Note that, “Government wish it to be 
clearly understood that there is no reason whatever for any pai*ic and 
ihlft persons who out of fear or ignorance are being persuaded to sell 
good dry jute at prices round about Ks. 4 to Its. 5 are being swindled. 
It is the duty of every grower to refuse such low prices and to see thai 
his neighbours do the same. Hasty selling of large quantities at' low’ 
prices will cause serious loss to every one except the middlemen.” It 
was an excellent measure, no doubt ! (living stone to the hungry man! 
Instead of a measure to lift the price up, sense of duty was brought 
home to the poor, illiterate 1 and disorganised jute-growers to fight 
against their organised exploiters! And that by whom? By those who 
ure lost to all sense of duty to the people upon whose money they fatten 
themselves 

(The honourable member having reached his time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) * 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: I beg to support the resolution moved in this 
House disapproving of the jute ordinance promulgated by the Govern- 
ment. Enough has been said with regard to this ordinance by the 
Press and the public. The question before us is as to whether the policy 
adopted by the Government with regard to jute has been a sound policy 
calculated to be for the benefit of the cultivators and for the benefit of 
the trade generally. 

There are a few salient facts which must be put before ^he House 
before the House can come to a conclusion as to whether the policy 
pursued by Government has been a sound policy in the interest of the 
province. There is not a single soul in this House who will deny the 
fact that after all the majority of the people of Bengal are cultivators 
and nothing should be done to jeopardise t hoi r interests in this province* 
or in any other province whatsoever. But we have got to judgp by this, 
standard as to whether ^he steps taken from time to time by theGovern- ■* 
ment have fulfilled the object with which they have been taken by 
Government or that they have beeft taken in the name of doling good 
to the cultivators and the masses but really for the benefit of other 
elements. Since the war began. Sir. there was a feeling that the market 
has got a tendency to rise and on account of the extreme demands on 

' ’ L 
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account of the war si|patioi|, jute would he regarded a#a war commodi^p;. 
The Ministers as well as the pufilio too* it into their heads that the 
market price of jute would rise to an abnormal extent. It took, Sir, 
4 years during the last war for jute prices tjjfHse and during these four 
years the market price of jute did not rise beyond Us. (JO or Its. 0$, 
though the price of hessian in the fourth \c {ir rose to Its. .‘>2. Blit, 
Sir, during the three months of this war the price of jute rose to Its. 12«> 
—an unprecedented rise in the price of jute which was absolutely un- 
economic and which was absolutely to the detriment of the interests of 
this province. The policy of the Ministry was responsible fpr it ti^a 

large extent. 

• 

* Sir, there has been a persistent rumour in the market thut the policy 
of tha government is not being guided by the interests of the province, 
but by the interests of some of the Ministers themselves. Thut is the 
persistent grievance. You will sec hundicds of person* talking about 
this, til at it is really the speculative operations of some o! the Ministers 
involved thut is responsible for the polit y adopted b\ the Government; 
otherwise, it is impossible for any sane f loverninent to forinulule u 
policy which this (iovci niiieitt has formulated. The Government left 
no steps to be taken and left no stone unturned in order to impress upon 
the public that the price of jute Would rise to Its 20 per mm t rid. The 
market rose to that extent and the result was that there was no demand 
from the fonsinning countries and every one in the trade felt in his 
heart of hearts that this was leading to a disaster of tin* first magni- 
tude. It did come up to Its. 12o. but the price of jute soon )>egan to 
fall, and in spite of the earnest effort* by the Ministers in order to prop 
it up, it has not been revived again, and at present the market price of 
jute outside the market is not more than It*. 42 or It*. 4*» ; in spite of 
the jute ordinance, in spite of the minimum fixation of price, in spite 
of tKe statements every week by the Government in order to increase 
the price, the prices have not increased, and we are now faced with 
a crop of 1 arore 30 lakhs bales at least, which crop it will be impossible 
for this Govern mentrto absorb. Now what was the policy which was 
followed by the Government in fixing the price at K*. 00 per bale w hen 
just before the war the Government fixed the price at Hs. 30. Now 
what has happened since then? The whole of the export market has 
been stopjied ; the w hole of the continent w hich used to purchase jute 
(Turing the last war is now enemy country. Now the utmost estimate 
hlthat nut more than 20,0$, 000 of bales can be exported to foreign 
countries unci 70,00.000 bale* are all that can IW consumed bv these 
mills. * Now* 90.00.000 bales can be consumed during the year. So 
^what is going to happen with regard to the 40, 00.000 bales which will 
remain as a halter round the neck of the Government? Is the Govern- 
ment prejau-ed to purchase thege 40,00,000 bales? Is it possible for 
the Government 4o restriet the Sowing* next year in-order to enable 
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i)mn to sell and dispose of these 40,00*000 bales? * Has the Government 
means to do so? I think it is impossible for this Government at the 
present stage of affairs to do so. The Government has followed a policy 
of a very #eak-kneed nature. One day the Government announces 
before the public that Government is going to curtail production of the 
year 1940 and the whole of the trade is proceeding upon this basis that 
the Government is going to restrict tfle sowings of 1940. Now after a 
few weeks or a few days Government comes and announces — No, we are 
not going to restrict the crop of 1940. What is this after aJJP The 
Government should either rule or resign. If the Government was of 
opinion and is still of opinion that there should have been a restriction 
of the 1940 crop, then the Government should have insisted on it hi 
spite of the objections of its followers and in spite of all objections to 
it because without it the Government could not keep up the prices of 
jute. Once having yielded on that point, there was no use # fixing 
minimum price and purchasing jute bales. Naturally the 
Government is faced with a serious crisis. The Government 
has purchased 50,000 bales at present at the rate of Ks. 00, 
whereas the present price is Its. 42 or Its. 44. So there is a net loss 
ot Its. 10,00,000 for the Government to-day. Now if the Government 
purchase a further lot, there will be an additional loss to an abnormal 
extent. If the Government had any purchasing policy, it ought to 
have known that it was not in a position to follow the policy Vffwtively. 
To do so in order to maintain the market at Its. (»0 the Government 
must be able to purchase the entire surplus in the market. This 
requires a mint of money more than the revenues of the Government, 
In the market jute is now selling at Its. 42. But why did the Govern- 
ment not purchase the same in the market even at Its. 42? If the 
Government had not the means to purchase at Its. 42, what reason was 
there for the Government to purchase at Its. (JO? And what was the 
value of the jute in the month in which Government purchased it? 
And from whom did t lie Government purchase it and for whose benefit 
did the Government purchase it? It is surely noffor the benefit of the 
cultivators. It is really for the benefit of those arch gamblers in 
whose interests the whole policy has been formulated and the whole 
policy has been carried out. (Cries of “Shame! shame !“ from the 
Congress Benches.) Sir, there is not time enough for me to enumerate 
the facts and figures which I have to show as to how the market has 
been manipulated from day to day bv the Ministers. It bis gone to 
such an extent that it has amounted to a scandal in the market. (Cries 
of “Shame! shame!’* from the Congress Benches.) The whole of the 
trade is based upon certain assumptions of world supply and demand. 
Nothing but supply and demand can regulate the price* dh the 
Government wants a recent example, let it take lessons from the sugar 
crisis and the result ef the disaster which has taken place. The Bihar 
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tfnd the United Pr^inces Govern ments wanted to fix the price at 
10 annas or 9 annas %>er maund of sugarcane and the Sugar Syndicate 
fixed a high price/ Now the crisis is so great that the sugar trade is 
thinking as to whether it is possible to run the mills or not. Similarly, 
in foreign countries, where the Governments are sufficiently strong, 
where they have got much more enlightenment than what we possess, 
mtich more resources than what we can ever dream of, hut still they 
too have failed in artificially proping up the price. That goes to show 
that it is impossible for this Government to face the crisis at present, 
and th^ Government policy is bound to bring disaster not only upon the 
cultivators but on the trade upon which the inteie^ts of the cultivators 
depend, and I must say, Sir. that so far as the Government is concerned, 
fheir policy is hound to fail - it lias already failed and it is hound to 
fail. • The Government cannot resist the world force* upon which the 
prices of jute depend Sir, ns a matter of fact Government en jo\ s u 
safe majority and on account of its safety they do not feel the nc< c**- 
si ty of listening to the opposition or to its arguments, however reason- 
' able they may be. Our experienee in this House has been that it is 
very seldom, if at all, that even a sane thing which has been said by 
the Opposition is listened to by Government or noted upon. Govern- 
ment feels that so long as it enjoys a comfortable majority in this 
House, it need not listen to reason, nor care for their line of action, 
however grossly atrocious it mu\ be. The popular feeling is that tlo 
policy of •the Government is not being formulated in Writers’ Build- 
ings; it is not being formulated in conferences with tin* experts, 
businessmen, traders or persons who are working for the eult Waters' 
interests, but it is being moulded in Pretoria Street in conference* 
with anb gamblers and insolvent satellites, under the benumbing 
influence of coloured glasses and fuir eyes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support 
the motion of my esteemed friend Mr. Syed Jnlaluddin Hnshetuy that 
this Hoiis^ disapproves the Bengal Haw Jute Futures and He^inn 
(’loth Futures Ordinance, 1940. 

My objection to this ordinance is based on five grounds among 
others. In the first place I object to the ordinance on tic* general 
ground of principle, namely, that it should not he necessary for a 
democratic Government when the Legislatures are sitting normally to 
*take recourse to ordinances and to have powers taken by virtue of extra 
legal legislation. 

My second objection is on the ground that the time for the issue of 
this ordinahee was most inopportune. 

My third objection is based on the ground that the rates fixe#! in 
th# ordinance both for the minimum and for the maximum were not 
baaed on a scientific calculation of all forces. 
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My fourth objection is that this measure has been rather an isolated* 
measure, which cannot possibly yield the restAis for which it is 
professed to have been promulgated. 


My fifth and last objection to the measure adopted by Government 
is, as my friend Mr. Jalan has just now stated to the House, that the 
measure and the manner in which the measure was adopted h%ye 
permitted corruption to run rampant in certain sections of the market. 

1 would now take up each one of these arguments one by one and if 
time permits I would like to unfold before the House the constructive 
scheme that I would like the House and the Ministry to examine to 
stabilise jute prices and to have at least a better tone given to 4 the 
market in the real interests of agriculturists. • 

Sir, 1 have in the first place stated that my first objection is \m the 
ground of principle, 1 have before me the number of ordinances issued 
during the short period of a year and eight months in relation to*jute. 
There had been six ordinances no tar promulgated. The first ordi- 
nance was on the 9th of September, 19.4S, on the hours of working of 
jute mills. The Necond was on tin* 21st August, 19J9, regarding raw 
jute futures. The third was on the 2oth August, 1949, on hessian 
elotli futures. The fourth was on the 17th October, 1949, regarding 
jute regulation, that is the ordinance relating to the estimates of jute 
land. The fifth was the ordinance of 10th February, 1940^ relating 
to jute regulation again, whereby Government took power to regulate 
the crop pfoductiou of 1940, and the sixth is the one that we are now 
discussing, oidinunrc dated IStli May, 1940, relating to Bengal Haw 
Jute Futures ami Hessian (’loth Futures. Apart from these six quite 
a sheaf of ordinances, there have beeu in the mean time two attempts 
at legislation. One Act has already been passed by us, and there is 
also an amendment thereto relating to the regulation of jute, now 
under discussion. In spite of the fact that this matter has been before 
Government for a number of years, and the problems connected with 
jute were under discussion not during one month or two months, not 
even during one year or two years, but over decades, Government 
could not make up their minds and they are taking haphazard measures 
through ordinances especially choosing the period of times when the 
House is not in session. Sir, the Government of India Act that 
empowers Government to issue ordinances and to take recourse to such, 
legislative powers makes it perfectly clear that it is only under 
emergencies that such powers should be taken recourse to. Section 88 
states that “if at any time w hen the legislature of a province is not in 
session, the Governor is satisfied that circumstances exist which render 
it necessary for him to take immediate action,” be may promulgate 
such ordinances as circumstances appear to him to require; and. Sir, 
in order that there may not be any abuse of such power, it is laid down 
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in that section itsejj that an ordinance promulgated under this section 
shall have the same force and effect as an Act, but every such ordinance 
shall be laid before the Provincial Legislature and shall cease to operate 
at the expiration of six weeks from the reassembly of the Legislature 
or earlier, if a resolution disapproving it is passed by the Legislative 
Assembly and agreed to by the Council. It, therefore, completely 
contemplates a situation in which for emergencies only, it may he 
•necessary for the (governor to promulgate an ordinance which would 
be followed up by regular enactment immediately the Houses of 
Legishituros meet. So far. vie have not had any such intention of 
Government shown. We have in IMS the first ordinance* relating to 
# the*hours of work. No legislative meusures have been placed before the 
House so far in relation thereto, nor with repaid to other meusures, 
other’nrdinanres which followed one after another, except the one 
relating to the regulation of jute production, which we huve readilv 
accented, and passed, and for which we have already empowered 
Government . I submit that this is going much hewuid what the Act 
contemplated with regard to flu* power of the Government in relation 
to such ordinances. [| Government would lihi* to rule us through 
ordinance's as they have sought to do so fat. ht them not take anv Hill 
at all to the House. Thev can « arry on the admin t^t i at ion of His 
Majesty’s (iovernmeiit merrily and draw' their emoluments all right 
without Jaxittg the tn\>p»yer with tlie paraphernalia of the Legislature 
at anv time at all. 1 submit it is a very wrong poliev, it is extremely 
unfair to the House tor (iovernmeiit to huve taken recourse to an 
ordinance rule in a mutter m which no cinergcncv arises, in a matter 
the circumstances of which do not show that the (iovernmeiit did not 
anticipate such things or could tmt anticipate the circumstances 
earlier. Sir. I would now take you to a few’ relevant things. One 
year ago, exactly about this time in June, 1939, as a result of certain 
representations that were managed to be si*nt to the Ifon'hio Minister 
in charge, similar attempts f or an ordinance were made. At that 
time also the Hon hie Mr. Suhrawardv, Commerce Minister, sent for 
certain members of the Hoard of Control of the Hast India Jute Asso- 
ciation and sought to find out some avenue of suppressing that 
beneficent institution. I submit that at that time, the “Capital” the 
quality of journalism of which is not disputed, a journal that devotes 
• exclusively to questions of economic and commercial importance, made 
certain very cogent observations. They said: “The favourite rumour 
was that an ordinance was to be issued forbidding the Hoard of Control 
to open dealings in new crop until the 1st September. That anything 
»o absurd could be contemplated was beyond belief, but the member* 
•f the Board were railed to meet certain Minister* on Thursday morning 
to discuss the position and that lent some colour to the rumour.” That 
Thursday morning was the 1st June, 1939. I am reading, Kir, frot^ 
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an e<Htorial note, dated the 7th June, 1989, to \$hich reference was 
wade in the House and a series of interpellations followed thereon. 
Then, Sir, it is said : “No communique has been issued to inform the 
trade of what took place at the meeting* but it is generally understood 
that the Ministers told the Board that representations had been made 
to them that the opening of dealings in new crop would bring about a 
collapse in prices which would be detrimental to the interests of the 
raiyats.” 

The same argument that was advanced this year was the^e last 
year al w o and it could not have been said that it was an emergency 
which Government only saw this year and which was not present before 
them at least one year ago. The note continues: “It is not difficult to* 
imagine from what quarter these representations came, and it tvOuld 
have been better for the Ministers themselves, had they made some 
private enquiries before taking such semi-public action. The method 
they adopted has given rise to ugly rumours which do not enhance the 
credit of the Government/’ This comes not from a member of the 
Opposition hut from a European editor of a reputed commercial 
magazine. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : He is supporting the 
fntka market ? f 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I hope so. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. Then please address 
your remarks to the other side (European Group). 

Dr* NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL. It is not a question of the aboli- 
tion of the fathn market or otherwise. There is no agreement between 
the European Group and nnself regarding this question. 

The learned editor then >a\s: “They have ceased to be hedging 
transactions.” So far as the old crop was concerned at that time in 
June, 1939, the editor explained that contrary to the usual practice 
due to the position of the market at that time, it ceased to be a hedg- " 
ing market, and that “the market has lately been under control of 
speculative elements outside the trade. With old crop dealings 
coming to an end on the 30th June and dealings in new crop suspended 
until 1st September, there would have been no official futures market; 
but that would not have prevented transactions taking place and ihfc 
effect would probably have been the very one that the Ministers wanted 
|o avoid.” 
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Sir, the same station has to-day been repeuted—a situation that 
has been created out of a measure which Government themselves 
introduced in the current year. The editor proceeds to say: °It 
would have encouraged a lrit of uncontrolled ami irresponsible specula- 
tion. If they did not already know it, a little enquiry would have 
enlightened the Ministers as to the fact that business has l»een going 
bn in new' crop with mills and for export since February.” This was 
in Juife, lMfh This year at the time when the ordinamx* was promul- 
gated, our information is — and probably Government are aware of that 
— that*the mills — not other speculators but the mills themselves — 
started the purchase of new crop as early as February last, #\c., 
February, 11)40. (T1 ic HotTble Mr. H. S. Si hkaw \ri>y : That is 

absurd.) Sir, 1 had it from a very high authority, hut I am sorry l 

am not in a position t disclose (The Hon’hlc Mr. II. S. 

Schrawardy : We are not aware of it.) 1 am prepared to give the 
Hon’Tdt* Minister more definite proof of this statement. 

Sir, the learned editor concluded by saying: “Of course, dealings 
in new crop have been going on unofficially for months and the widen- 
ing margin I »e tween the official quotation for old crop and the unofficial 
quotation for new crop has Wen due to the greatly improved prospect* 
of the new nop in tit** past few weeks. That there has recently been 
a fall in old crop quotations is due to the fact that demand appears to 
have been satisfied and consumers are now in a position to wait for 
new crop, with the result that those gamblers from Western India wdio 
pushed prices to unnccessaril \ high levels seem to 1 k> likely to lie left 
holding their ill-begotten offspring. Government intervention on this 
occasion lias been peculiarly ill-timed and ill-advised. It is true that 
Governments all over the world ure interfering in the nuturul course 
of trade to secure advantages for their nationals, but, in this case, it 
seems to 1 m* a certainty that the Government was hoodwinked into 
thinking that it was doing something of service to the rmyat* when, 
in reality, it was onl\ serving the interests of a section of gamblers 
who found that their gamble was going wrong. We have on many 
occasions pointed out how the futures market can be improved if it is 
to be of real service to the trade und, if the Government care to take 
action on these lines, we shall welcome it. Hut gratuitous interven- 
tion cm specious grounds to divert the market from its natural course 
•is to be deprecated.” 

That was a statement, Sir, made one year ago. I quoted that 
editorial comment in extenso to draw a parallel to the circumstances 
prevailing * to-day, and I would like the HoiTble Minister only to 
substitute one name — instead of the gamblers of Western India the 

nhme of Mr I will not utter it. The Ilon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy 

knows his name, daughter.) (A voice: Name him.) “Mr. Ham 
Chandra Daga” is the name of the gentleman whom the Hon'ble* 
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Mr. Suhrawardy knows very well. Anyway, I ha^e decided, Sir, that 
I would not digress into things of that character to-day in course of 
in y observations. I would try to confine myself to a scientific approach 
to the question as far as I can. 

Sir, I object to the ordinance on the second ground, namely, that 
the issue of the ordinance was entirely out of its proper time. TJie 
ordinance was issued on the 18th May, 1940, when the old crop was 
practically all sold out from the hands of the cultivators. It has been 
argued by the llou'ble Ministers — not merely the Hon’ble Ministers in 
charge of Agriculture and Commerce hut also another Hon’ble Minister 
— that this was done in the interest of the agriculturists. I would like 
the Hon’ble Ministers themselves to give figures to justify all this 
claim to show what percentage of crop was still lying in the ht^nds of 
the cultivators at that time. I have before me my figures — not figures 
collected or statistics obtained by me, but figures obtained through the 
agency ot (Jovernment, figures which 1 have taken from the “Indian 
Trade Journal.” These show that the total estimate of final produc- 
tion in tin- \eur 1939-40, i.e., for the year from July, 1939, to June, 
1940, was 90,40,000 hales. The total arrivals in Calcutta and to mills 
outside the Calcutta trade block hy rail and river from 1st July, 1939, 
to 18th May, 1940 — the very day when the ordinance was issued — 
amounted to 97.43,000 bales, /.**., about one lakh in excess of the actual 
estimate of production for the whole of the province and also of the 
other adjoining provinces. It may he argued that in this figure of 
97,43,000 of deliveries might be included some old crop of the year 
1938-39. 1 have, therefore, examined, or rather tried to obtain, the 

corresponding figures of the previous year. 

The Hovt’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It may be argued that 
the estimates are wrong. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Don’t be impatient. 

Of. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Don’t condemn your department 
yourself. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Nobody can say for 

certain. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In the year 1938-39 the total 
estimate of production was (»f>,44.000 and arrivals in Calcutta was 
87, >0,000 during that time, namely, from 1st July, 1938, to 18th May, 
1939, so that surely there could not have l*een a bidding over of crop 
of the year 1938-39 for delivery in the last year, t.f., 1939-40. Even 
^assuming that there were certain percentages of old crop in the hands 
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of villagers outside # it would not surely amount to more than 5 per 
cent, at the highest, because subsequent deliveries from the 18th May, 
1940, to the 30th June, 1940, have revealed that in spite of a very 
high price fixed by Government and in spite of the fact that there 
was a very good crop before us during the coming season, it was not 
possible for the mills or for the market to extract a large supply from 
'outside during that short period. That shows that so far as the time 
■for the promulgation of the ordinance is concerned, it was wholly ill- 
timed. It could not have any effort to raise the price for the product 
wliicliawas arU,all . v ]eft »»» hand* of the agriculturists. During the 
previous year when a similar ordinance passed, it was in the 

# (unfit h of August, 1919; it w a s a time when the new crop was just 
coming in. Even then we had our misgivings because of other 
reasons, but not on the ground of the time being inopportune. When 
in the fiist year. 19J.X, the Go\ci nioont came forward to interfere 
witlf the market lor jute in the sha|M* of their first Bengal Jute Ordi- 
nance of 19JX, it mas be within the reudlection of the memlier*. that 
contra ry to the usual practice of members of the Opposition, 1 wel- 
comed that ordinate «* and for that a« < of indisere! ion I was not a little 
rebuked b\ some section* of m\ countrymen But, Sir, at that time 
I welcomed the measure, and I still maintain that ground, been use I 
saw a new era dawning and an era in whuh in the interest of the 
masses t^e Government of the province would step in to interfere in 
the marketing or organisation of any business affairs of the country, 
particularly ut matters in which European interests predominated. 
Hint Government would have that courage was something that deserv- 
ed congratulation. But, Sir, at the same time I said that it wuis a 
partial measure, and I stated that the intervention of Government in 
the shape of suitable measures for raising jute prices had long been 
overdue, and it gave us some satisfaction to see that the Government 
Sad begun to yield to the pressure of public opinion. We fail, how- 
ever, to understand why Government slopped there by taking action 
merely to restrict the manufacture of jute products and not trying to 
take simultaneous action to ensure higher prices of raw jute for the 
cultivators unless it lx? in the ‘public* interest of the Kurojiean mem- 
bers of the Jute Association.*' Thereafter in January, 1939, I was 
called upon to make certain observations in the Press where 1 again 
.maintained and urged that Government were sitting on the fence, 
they were not formulating a policy of their own, and they were only 
tinkering with reforms and were indulging in partial and ill-conceived 
measures. There also I stated that I kept an open mind and I wel- 
comed Government intervention. I am one of those who believe in the 
nyeeessity of Government intervention in matters of this character. 
Bat, Sir, my optimism to-day lias vanished. In spite of my }*»t 
wishes I find that the intervention so far indulged in by Government^ 
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has not Wen as a result of any comprehensive policy, has not been in 
the best interest of the agriculturists, and has not been in the interest 
of the wider public outside; but it is due to some inexplicable causes — 
iri the interest of persons unknown or never to be known. 

Sir, I will now deal with the history of the present ordinance it- 
self. Even when we had Won meeting on the last occasion in the l&^t 
session of the House, the Hon’ble Mr. Tnmizuddin Khan threatened 
that Government might have to take recourse to further ordinances. 
During that very debate 

('At this stage, the blue light was switched on as a warning of 
time-limit.) • 

Sir, may I have some more time!' I will not be able to finish 
before half an hour. * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, 1 am giving \ou half an hour as the faain 
proposer, but you have already spoken for 25 minutes. 

Or. NAL.INAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, in that case I would crave 
the indulgence of the House to allow nit* some more time to finish my 
speech. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am quite prepared to allow jou more time if it 
is taken from the next speaker on your side. As a matter of fact, 
instead of giving the first mover half an hour, I am giving you half 
an hour. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, i want 15 minutes more, for 
1 have still some very important points to deal with. 

Mr. SPEAKER. L have already given you 25 minutes and you 
just try to finish within half an hour. I have been flooded with the 
names of speakers, and I hope you will appreciate my difficulty. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the history of this ordinance 
can W traced right up to April, 11M0. Thereafter a conference was 
called at Darjeeling early in May, and Government had probably before 
that conference certain preconceived ideas of their own. Then, Sir, 
we in the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, of which I have 
been an active member, received notes inviting members of the Cham- 
ber to go up and we also sent our own observations. We had during 
that period stated that while we welcomed the interference, as some 
called it. we welcomed the idea of Government taking action, and 
although we submitted that we would always urge for necessary steps 
•for ensuring a fair and reasonable price for the cultivators, we felt 
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that the present moment was most inopportune for fixation of the 
minimum price o# jute in view of certain considerations which we 
detailed there. ‘Thereafter, Sir, we observed that the time for this 
was not only inopportune, but it was entirely contrary to the interests 
of the cultivators. We explained in our note and, I believe, the 
representatives of the Chamber who went to the Conference and also 
Other members who were present in that Conference submitted to the 
Government, that it would not be desirable for Government at that 
stage to interfere with the prices in t he futures markets iu the manner 
subsequently adopted. 

1 submit that this ordinance is objectionable also on the ground 
that it is an isolated measure. Government have tried to explain on 
several occasions by statements to tin* Press (bat they have u policy 
and That they were trying In can\ that policy out, and that this step 
was not to be regarded as an isolated act on the part of Government 
buff was in furtherance of the general s< heme. That is what they 
professed and they said that among others these were their schemes — 
(1) regulation of futures markets; arrangements for purchase by 
Government of all offerings of jute; (d> fixation of minimum price of 
jute for internal and export markets; and (4) steps to bo taken to 
eliminate adulteration, partieulary the watering of jute. 

Sir, I submit that so far as the regulation of futures markets is 
concerned, it was the unanimous opinion of the committee as well as 
the (io\ eminent, so far as they ga\e expression to that opinion on the 
floor of tins House, that Government should appoint an expert com- 
mittee to go into this question and should thereafter formulate their 
own ideas about the necessity or otherwise of interfering with the 
futures markets in Calcutta. In fact, the Hon'ble Minister in reply 
to a question of mine stated categorically that it was bis policy not to 
abolish the market, but to regulate and control it and that he was on 
the look-out for a suitable expert who might advise Government in 
that direct ion so that the present measure, the ordinance, W'hicb has 
practically killed that market and stopped even legitimate futures deal- 
ings, could not have been contemplated by the policy then laid down. 

Sir, so far as the question of purchase by Government of all offer- 
ings of jute is concerned, it has lwen demonstrated in the House, and 
the practical results outside have proved, that it was impossible for 
Government to take the responsibility of purchasing all offerings of 
jute at any minimum price. The law* of economics are inexorable; 
they would not permit thi* sort of adventure* and tall promises. I 
realise that under pressure of democracy, a democratic Government 
. may have to take to measures which ordinarily no Government in its 
senses would like to adopt. But it is also fairly realised that demo- 
cracy also has its own duty. No democratic Government in the world 



m . 


GOVERNMENT BILL 


[8th Aug., 


can function if technical matters are to be left to be determined by 
persons without technical knowledge, and if Government take or 
adopt measures without suitable expert advice. What has been the 
result so far? As a result of the Government’s intervention in the 
futures market, the prices that Government fixed could not be main* 
tained and prices showed a tendency to go down. Thereafter, Govern- 
ment were inevitably compelled to take recourse to another measure,' 
a suicidal measure, of purchasing old crop under certain terms. It- 
has been stated on the floor of the House, and it is within the knowledge 
of the Hon ’hie Minister, that when actually the price of pucca bales in 
the Calcutta haled jute market ruled between Its. 54 and Its. 55, the 
Government agents purchased on hehalf of Government at prices # 
between Its. 57 and Its. 59. Where has this margin of Rs. 3 to Its. 4 
gone? It is a pertinent enquiry which Government ought to' start 
and members of the Coalition Party ought to satisfy themselves that 
none of this amount lias gone to an\ undesirable quarters. Sir, nf a 
proper enquiry is made it will reveal many interesting facts. To-day 
losses on that account are nearly IN. 10 lakhs, as Mr. Jalan has point- 
ed out. The price of a pucca jute bale to-day in the outside market 
is 'not more than Its. 4*4 although Government have purchased it at 
Its. 50, and nobody knows whether that IN. 59 will ever be reached. 

My next objection is that the prices that were determined were 
completely contrary to scientific calculations. Last yeaf, under 
similar circumstances the price of raw jute was fixed at Its. 3G per 
bale, and of hessian at Its. 8-14 per 100 yards. There can be no justi- 
fication this year for the prices to have been fixed so high as Rs. GO 
and Rs. 13, respectively, unless they were in some other interests. 

1 now come to the next question, namely, that it encouraged 
corruption and other malpractice. 'Die fact remains that there are 
certain clever Marwari merchants in the market who take advantage of 
ull these rumours and all these frequent changes. They are clever, and 
in one of his replies the llon’ble the Minister in charge of fommeree 
said: “If they can anticipate and they are clever, how can I help 
it? M Rut, Sir, their anticipation is not entirely without some kind of 
grounds. It is very strange that when a particular person anticipate#, 
tuid when that particular person, us a result of hw clever anticipation, 
is faced with serious losses, another anticipatory measure conies forward. 
Statements are issued by the Hon’hle Ministers, and, as a result of that 
market fluctuations do take place. It w also significant that this 
merchant whose name I have already stated under compulsion, because 
some members wanted to know, this merchant, along with others, 'had 
to close his dealings, settle the accounts, and pay up his dues on the 
28th of June. It so happened that the Government purchase of old crop 
also stopped as soon as this merchant’s transactions were closed on the 
^8th of June. I would like the Hou'ble Minister in charge to explain 
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why w»8 it that witt the complete wiping out of the liabilities for the 
transaction of this jArticular merchant, Government suddenly felt that 
there was no further necessity for purchasing old jutes at the rate 
determined by Government. It is also significant, I am not here to 
cast any reflection on any honourable member of this House, that this 
particular merchant wrote letters to the market from the office of 
Ml*. M. A. Ispahan i. These letters are still there, and ultimately it so 
happened that this particular merchant's (Ham Chandra Daga’s hessian 
liability was taken over by Mr. Ispahan's firm later on. It may be 
simply in course of business and nothing else. I do not insinuate 
anything, but it is a significant fact that even to-day Mr. Ispahani is 
having some quarrel with certain merchants over some questions regard- 
ing the transaction 

(il^re the honourable member reached his time-limit, hut was granted 
one minute more to finish his speech.) 

I # will just finish with one important observation. The effect on the 
market has been ver\ depressing. I just took cuttings from the 
Statesman of yesterday The Market for Loose J ute : — “Market, 
continues dull, unchanged, with no business reported and quotations 
nominal on the basis of the agreed minimum rate of R«, 8-8 and Hs. 7-8 
per mauml for Indian jat, middle and bottom. Pucvn Hale* \ — Are 
quiet with no business passing, and quotations nominal. He**uin: — 
Very quiet conditions have continued in the hessian market to-day and 
re-sellers were more in evidence. Buyers, however, were ludding off 
and there is no business to report," etc. That is the result of the 
wonderful agreement that Government have arrived at with the Jute 
Mills Association about their purchasing the jute at stated prices 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y our time is up. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: May 1 rise on a point of order, 
Sir!' If there are three names to a resolution, does every member whom* 
name appears liefore the resolution get full 30 minutes Y 

Mr. SPEAKER: No. Anyone who, by choice or arrangement, 
moves the motion would get 3(1 minutes. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Who would then lie considered 
•a* the mover!' I should like to he guided by you in this matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as time element is concerned, it is a matter 
of uicp’e adjustment between the Speaker and the one who speaks. If 
there are two or three movers of the same motion, usually it is for 
them to come to an arrangement as to who should be considered os the 
mover. I have always allowed 30 minutes' time to that member who 
has been selected as mover by arrangement between themselves. 



Th# Hon’bl* Mr. H. t. 8UHRAWARDY: lie last speaker spoke 

for 42 J minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKERS I am sorry’, it is not so. 

Mfltflvi AHMED ALI MRIDHAs Permit me, Sir, to make ft few 
observations in the way of a man from the village. I do not km»w much 
of politics, much less of political games. Our veteran friends of the 
Opposition are prone to make gambling of politics, and they criticise 
the Government in season and out of season. They blame the Govern- 
ment always in all measures. They have not even a word of solicitude 
when the Cabinet emlmiks on a measure promising greatest good to the 
greatest number. We are not enamoured of destructive criticism; we 
appreciate what is constructive criticism. * 

If our friends of the Opposition mean any action, an action which 
would give relief to the teeming millions of Bengal, the dumb people 
of Bengal, the agriculturists, let them evolve something as a practical 
proposition; let them apply their brains to bring forth something con- 
crete, something real, something cut and dried of a g*xxl proposal with 
facts and figures and we shall never hesitate to give our l>est cxmsidern- 
tiou to them. If the proposals of our friends hear scrutiny, and we are 
convinced that such u proposal would be the panacea of all ills of our 
society of cultivators, we shall not hesitate to give entire credit to our 
friends of the Opposition. Merely by calling this measure bad or that 
one worse and a third one indifferent will be of no avail. The invitation 
from the Ministry was not non-vocal. T^liey themselves cast their best 
thought and invited the rest of the world to exercise their brain over 
this problem of problem*. What literature has not been written and 
what rejKirts have not been made by Committees and Commissions for 
which millions of the country's wealth has been spent? Not to speak 
of the pigmies of economist* now vociferous at this late hour, the best 
brain of the Opposition has given their thoughts in writing. The 
actions taken by Government are fully in agreement with what is there 
the best and on which there is consensus of opinion from all quarters. 
That the price of jute must he raised higher and must be made stable 
there, or, in other words, that a high minimum price should be fixed for 
jute is the decision arrived at by us. AVith the transition period we 
are now in, tremendous is (lie problem that has to be met with 
imagination. The risk will be great, but the volume of the risk will 
not deter us from pursuing the path with a grim determination. We 
on this side of the House will never shirk our responsibilities. We are 
out to see that the price of jute is raised and the minimum raised price 
is fixed for the only money crop of Bengal. We are aware that the 
production of jute must he controlled, and we had accepted that aa the 
prihciple. We shall not budge an inch from that path. Without 
control of production a fair price is not available and the next crop will 
grow under that restriction. 
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The difficulties have multiplied. The world is now in the grip o I a 
devastating war ana export is almost at a standstill. But for Amerioa 
the market is not* open to any other country. Orders cannot come and 
orders cannot be honoured. The passage to the continent is not open. 
Along with this the overproduction of jute this year will make the 
problem still more difficult. At this juncture to embark on a scheme 
d# risky, but we on this side of the House shall not shirk the 
responsibility. 

We have now in our possession the clearest idea of the world 
dem&ifcl and also of what may he the future contingencies. We are 
out to have restriction of the cultivation of jute in the next season. 

The mill-owners are our enemies only in one sense. They are our 
friends also. If they are of the mentality to reserve to themselves the 
higfie$t dividend from the mill business they are also the consumers 
of jute which is not an article of food for man. Jute is the giver of 
food* hut is not food itself. This aspect of the question that the mill- 
owners consume raw materials not for nothing but for o good price 
makes them our best friends also. At the present time when the out- 
side world is not in our midst all in a crowd to bid for purchase of jute 
the mill-owners must be taken to be the best of our friends. lbe\ 
have to sell their products to the outside world and to their credit it 
may be said that the) have arranged in a way that the price offered by 
them will lie the best under the circumstances. Ours is to control 
product will in future years myl the mill-owners cannot help giving us 
the be*t price even from this year. The countries on the continent 
will also have their demand for jute satisfied on payment of n good 
price for it. The ordinance came at a time of crisis. The apprehension 
oi a very large crop coming was there. The war also did break out. 
The jute market showed a tendency to fall to a fabulously low price. 
In reality, but for the steps taken h> Government we could have only 
oast a sigh of helplessness. That there is some market even now 
is due to the ordinance and due to the purchase the Government bad 
made of ^ large quantity of the surplus jute of the market —profit or 
loss was not the question. To maintain the confidence was the question 
then hanging fire. The risk was taken and in time. If risk was there 
of a few thousand rupees then we undertake to take the risk of a crore 
in future. At any rate we must have a good market for jute. If we 
«rr we shall err in good company. The experts and non-experts all 
•hare the same view. We are in the stronghold of the very strong 
world opinions of economists and the scientists of two decades at least. 

Before I resume my seat I shall make one more observation regard- 
ing what was said by Mr. Iswar Das .Talan. He asked why the sowing 
of 1940 was not controlled. The answer has been given here more than 
once, and I need not repeat it now. Tt was the unanimous opinion of 
this Houae that the crops of 1940 could not be controlled on the basis 
of the records then available. If the Government took the step, it was, 

IS 
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on the advice of the members of this House who took the entire respon- 
sibility on their shoulders and now it is simply silly to suggest that 
Government was not right to declare that the sowing of jute in 1940 
would not be controlled. Now, Sir, the time is fast approaching when 
Government will surely control the sowing of 1941, and I have no 
hesitation to believe that our friends will not spare the Hon’ble 
Ministers even then for their policy. We have therefore to deal with 
incorrigibility only on the other side of the House. The less said about 
them the better. I therefore oppose the motion of the Opposition 
member. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 20 minutes.) 


( After adjournment. ) 

Mr. M. A. H. I8PAHANI : Mr Speaker, Sir, in the course of his 
speech Dr. Snnyal referred to me and to the firm of which I am a 
Director. I have not been able to understand what I)r. Sanyal was 
driving it. If Dr. Sanyal means that no one should come to our office 
to write a letter or letters, I may tell him that we do not object to 
anyone who is connected with us in trade coming to our office at any 
time and using our paper or our stenographers. Dr. Sanyal may come 
in at any time and he will be very gladly welcomed. If Dr. Sanyal 
means that we should have no dealings with any particular person or 
persons or Corporation, 1 shall Tell him that, as he should know, we 
are the largest exporters of hessian cloth from Calcutta and as such 
have very large connections and have very large dealings with a very 
large number of people in the gunnv market. Sir, the member from 
Satkhira blamed Government for the natural consequences of over- 
production. I submit that overproduction was not due to Government 
policy. The policy of restriction sponsored by Government last year 
was torpedoed by agitation and opposition from all sides. The 
Europeans threatened because restriction meant restriction of exploita- 
tion of t lie cultivator. The Projas accused Government of trying to 
prevent the cultivators from reaping as a result of war the God-sent 
harvest high prices and even dome of our own supjwjrtera — supporters 
of Government, I mean — resisted to such on extent that Government 
were compelled to abandon the sound and bold policy of crop restriction 
Sir, the result was both natural and inevitable. The imaginary high 
prices did not materialise. On the contrary, prices began to decline 
and as the decline gathered force, prices began to tumble. With the 
approach of the new crop, coupled with the attitude of the Jute Mills 
Association, and the change in the international situation a serious 
crisis was threatened, a crisis that would have dislocated the trade of 
the province to an unimaginable degree. Government as they are a 
responsible Government had to step in and stop the rot, and give the 
urgently required confidence that the trade at that time required. This 
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they did by the fix|tion of minimum fatka price for jute pucca bales 
at Rs, 60 old crop and hessians 40 inches eight ounces fatka at Rs. 13 
per 100 yards A.B. mills group. I submit, Sir, thut had not Govern- 
ment intervened at that psychological moment, the consequences would 
have been disastrous. You can well imagine what would have hapjtened. 
Had Government not fixed the minimum prices for pucca bales of old 
crop jxite and 40 inches eight ounces in the fatka market, they would 
have not been able to retrieve even to the slightest degree the hopeless 
position of the jute cultivators. They would not have been in a 
posit id* to force the bands of Mr. Walker and his colleagues in the 
jute mill industry to purchase their requirements at a somewhat 
reasonable price at least until the end of this year. 1 congratulate the 
Government therefore for having stepped in at the right moment at 
least* So make an honest effort to save the cultivator. Sir, had not 
Government intervened jute would have sold at much less than R*. 35 
per pucca hale several month* ago. Therefore, Sir, Government have 
really rendered a service to the cultivators to the best of their ability 
considering the small sum of mone\ that they expended in checking, 
if not averting, the disaster that was facing the unfortunate and mis- 
guided cultivators of Bengal. Before I resume my seat, let me tell you, 
Sir, that I have alwa\> .supported the policy of crop restriction. The 
Ilon'hle Minister in charge of Agriculture u ill not deny this statement. 
I warned lw»th Government and those honourable members of this House 
w ho were* host ile to restriction that a monumental catastrophe would 
face them sooner than they imagined, if they did not tackle the problem 
of crop restriction boldly, quickly uud fearlessly. Ruin faces the culti- 
vator and Providence alone can avert the ruin. Government must step 
in .rightaway. There is no time to he lost. Government must get 
busy and sponsor and enact such legislation os will drastically restrict 
the next crop and regulate the future crops on the basis of c» reasonable 
aunliul demand. Sir, if Government do not act boldly with vision, 
total extermination will await the ill-fed and ill-read cultivators of this 
province. % 


Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Further boldness will mean fool- 
hardiness. 


Mr. W. A. M. WALKERS Mr. Speaker, Sir, I must confess to 
feelings of considerable satisfaction on seeing this resolution before the 
House for discussion. You yourself, Sir, toward# the end of 1938 laid 
down tbe principle that ordinance# of this nature promulgated by 
Government should be a matter for discussion by this House and that 
is a decision which everyone, including Hon’ble Ministers, must admit 
is* only fair and reasonable. It would be a grave matter indeed if 
Government were able to legislate by ordinance at their own sweet will 
without fear of criticism or discussion. There has been a noticeably • 
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increasing tendency on the part of the Government to promulgate 
ordinances, particularly in connection with the jute industry, and I am 
glad that at last we are going to have an opportunity of Baying what 
we think about them. 

That brings me to the ordinances under discussion to-night, ^nd here 
I must confess to finding myself in a somewhat difficult position, for 
whilst I and my party wholly endorse the sentiments expressed in the 
resolution before the House, yet these ordinances have paradoxically 
produced one useful result. Let me briefly recapitulate the # events 
leading up to the promulgation of these ordinances. Late last year and 
early in the present year we had witnessed spectacular rises in the price 
of jute und manufactured goods. Wild rumours and frantic gambling 
in the futures market were playing havoc with the jute industry until 
in April the international situation began to deteriorate and speculators 
could no longer bolster up prices to the false levels they had reached. 
Government having decided — here, I may say. with the full coni urrence 
of the whole House — not to regulate jute sowings, were faced with the 
prospects of a lurge crop and prices which in their opinion, and I 
emphasize only in their opinion, were rapidly falling to what they 
considered dangerously low levels. They then hit upon the happy plan 
of inviting at our own expense as many people as they could think of 
either directly or remotely connected with the jute industry to a 
conference at Darjeeling. « 

Sir, this conference lasted two davs, and although Government never 
came mu into tin* open with any declared policy, the\ vaguely hinted 
at sellout - of intervention such fixation of price.- and purchasing of 
jute, etc. An overwhelming majority of genuine jute-trading interests 
gave it as their eosidered opinion that there was no necessity for 
Government intervention and that the trade should he left to manage its 
own affairs. They pointed out the dangers of interference by Govern- 
ment and offered them their co-operation in doing all they could to 
prevent prices falling to such a low level as to give an unrCrnunerative 
price to the raiyat. They stressed the desirability of suspending or 
closing the futures markets which they considered a source of danger 
to both the raiyat and the trade in general. 

What was the Government’s reply? They said: send us up your 
proposals for stabilization and wo will examine them before taking any 
further action, but, Sir, almost before we could settle down after our 
return to Calcutta, the ordinances bad been promulgated fixing minimum 
and maximum prices in both jute and hessian futures markets. On 
what basis the prices fixed were calculated is beyond understanding, 
but I believe Government had a magic formula of multiplying the price 
of hessiau by 4} times in order to arrive at the price of jute. This 
might have been quite correct at the minimum price levels, but when it 
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txftne* to anything above those levels, the ratio must cease to function 
as manufacturing elarges remain constant. I only quote this to illus- 
trate the total lack of knowledge the Government possessed regarding 
the jute industry <I)r. Nauxaksha Ssntal: Hear! hear!) and its 
workings, and the inordinate haste with which these ordinances were 
promulgated before asking advice regarding correlation of prions, 

• * However, Sir, we can afford to he magnanimous, as out of evil has 
come much good. Recent events have created such a depression in the 
jute and hessian markets that even the minimum prices fixed by Govern- 
ment ami Id not be maintained and the ordinance has become a dcjal 
letter. This in spite of the frantic efforts on t lit* part of Government 
Jo Ifrdster up prices by their extraordinary action — I think Dr. Suuyal 
called it suicidal-' in hexing old crop pin va hales at fantastic prices. 
The*fHtures markets have now ceased to funrtinn for the past few weeks 
and no one has been the loser. On the contrary, we have hud freedom 
from* the constant rumours which were put out by speculator* in order 
to move* prices up and down (Dr. Namnakmia Saxyal: Question!) and 
in fact the downward trend of prices has been fur less accentuated than 
it would have Keen, had the futures markets been open. The Hon’lde 
Minister will see for himself how unnecessary these futures markets are 
to genuine traders and the danger there may be of a further fall in 
prices should they reopen. (Dr Namnaksha Sanyai. : What about 
hedgings!*) I, therefore, ask him now tic give us an assurance that liefore 
these ordinances lapse, he will take steps to sec that the hessian futures 
market is not allowed to reopen and that dealings in jute futures be 
suspended until such time as the* enquiry he has promised us has been 
concluded. (Dr. Naunakmia Sam At. : Not even started yet!) Such an 
assurance will satisfy my party that it is desirable that these ordinance* 
should not he terminated by the passing of this resolution. I sincerely 
hope, therefore, that lief ore the termination ot this debate such an 
assurance* will be forthcoming. 

I wmuld like to add one more word. Very* many reference* have been 
made to rumours, and allegation* have been made in this House as to 
the gambling proclivities of ITon’lde Ministers, and T am quite sure the 
House will welcome a statement that these allegation* are unfounded 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; Let there be an impartial and non* 
•official enquiry into the whole matter. 

Hon’bto Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDYs Mr Speaker, Sit. 
although the subject-matter of this debate falls within the province 
of my honourable colleague in charge of Agriculture and Industrie*, 
nevertheless as on a previous ocassion I was responsible for introduc- 
ing an ordinance or two or three (Dr. Nauxakxha Haxyai, : Or four.) 
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(Laughter.) or four, for the regulation of jute, one of the ordinances 
helping considerably that section of the House ^rhich Mr. Walker 
represents and the other two ordinances helping, I hope, considerably 
that section of the House which we represent, namely, the agricul- 
turists; (Cries of “Oh! oh!” from the Opposition benches.) I feel, 
Sir, that I would like to contribute somewhat to this debate^ parti- 
cularly in view of the charges that have been made somewhat veilediy 
by some members of this House. 

•Sir, I do not think that there is any need for a categorical denial 
of the rumours which have been circulated in the bazar and which I 
am surprised to find thut even Mr. Walker has lent his ears to^. I 
only wish that Mr. Walker realises the nature of the rumours that are 4 
being circulated not merely against himself and his committee. but 
against the members of his own party and that we ignore them, such 
rumours ought not to weigh with him as they do not weigh with us. 
We stand or fall by only one criterion, namely, whether the steps 
which we have taken have been taken in the interests of the agricul- 
turists or not and whether our policy is dictated by their welfare and 
for maintaining the price of jute at an adequate level commensurate, 
of course, with the interests of the industry itself. 

Sir, I maintain that all the steps that we have taken are justified 
by this criterion. Honourable members — including even Mr, Walker, 
who is obsessed, if l may say so, bv his hostility to the futures market — 
forget that at the time when this ordinance was promulgated, the 
prices of a!) commodities were tumbling down round our ears. Every- 
where there was pessimism and every department the prices were fall- 
ing. There was panic and there was almost the danger of a financial 
crash. If we had not stepped in to maintain the prices of those two 
commodities which figure so largely in the financial and the business 
sphere of this province, there would have been a financial crisis and 
failures of a magnitude which can hardly, at, this stage of time when 
we have to some extent averted it, be imagined. At that time, we 
ft topped in and we kept — by artificial means, you may say if you like— 
the price of jute up to a certain level. Confidence was gradually 
injected, the prices rose and may I sav that the persons who got the 
most benefit out of this ordinance, in the first instance, were those 
represented by Mr. Walker and his group. (Cries of “Question, 
question” by Mr. W. A. M. Walker.) At that time in Darjeeling, 
I {minted out to Mr. Walker that one of the reasons why business was 
not coming from America, Australia or South America was that the 
prices were sagging and these markets never came and never purchased 
unless they saw the Imttom of the market here, and if we could 
« bottom to the market business would come; and the business did 
come immediately on the promulgation of the ordinance. I think that 
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within a short whil^-within the space of a fortnight— orders for about 
27 crores of yards were placed in the market here and the prices rose 
from the minimum of Rb. 13, near which it had been oscillating, to 
Rg, 15-8. After that, unfortunately Holland and Belgium were over* 
run, France began to totter, aud the world conditions were too much 
for us »nd the prices fell. But you cannot blame the Government for 
Stepping in at the psychological time. The Government did intervene 
and they were able to maintain the prices at an adequate level and 
the people — specially the group represented by Mr. Walker — got the 
benefitsof our acts. It is now very very hard and painful to hear 
criticism of the ordinance from Mr. Walker and his group. I can 
well understand the ill-informed criticism of Dr. Sanya] who 
cannot see anything good in what we do and who after having promised 
us a* certain amount of constructive criticism spent all his forty-two 
minutes and a half in abusing Government and in criticising us, and 
kept «his constructive ideas in his own pocket. But to hear this from 
Mr. Walker and his group who got the benefit out of this ordinance 
is something which makes me say — “Et Tu, Brute!”. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Walker whom unfortunately I now consider to be 
our chief enemy, has asked us to announce whether we will close the 
hessian market down or not and whether we will suspend the futures 
market until we can regulate them properly. I may say, and I can 
give my oVn opinion only at the present stage — we are considering this 
matter, as well as the ways and means of so regulating the futures 
markets that they may really 1 m* Iwneficial to trade and business. I 
do feel that the world conditions are such that if the futures markets 
are opened at this stage, they would bring down the prices and it is, 
in my opinion, advisable that they should not be opened, 

and I say this not to meet the wishes of Mr. Walker. 

Un fortunately, I have met his wishes, but I do this not to 

meet his wishes hut !x*cause I feel that by opening these markets, 
we shall be harming the interests of the musses. I shall never give 
in to Mr. Walker and his group in future, and the policy of our 
Government shall always be dictated by the interests of our people. 
(Mr. Santonh Kiwab Basu : Stick to it always if you can!) 

Now, Sir, the ordinance, which the honourable members opposite 
wnd some other members of the House have condemned, has served its 
purpose under the circumstances, and it has done what exactly 

Mr. Walker wanted, namely, it has closed the futures markets and 
has permitted him to buy and sell, not, of course, as he chose, hut as 
he agreed with Government to do. Sir, one of the reasons why I feel 
that the two futures markets should be closed and should retnain 
closed as long as Mr. Walker and his group act according to the terms 
of the agreement, is that he and bis party will have a legitimate • 
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grievance if these market, are opened and price, are deprewed to' 
unreasonable level,, so that they will be unable to ‘maintain tSweU 
whuh they have promised to Government I realise tlw* *+• * 

«... .h ? h „, . in , ti6 . bU j'jj’t'z 

are opened; if the price, for instance, fall, to Rs. 30 or R,. 26 which 
< an very easily be the case because there is a good deal of pessimism 
around, and, if there is free trade, possibly the agriculturists will not 

*■*7" *!“"*• 2 - »• 2 P „ « r 

,1 1 J ‘' 1 *“» •» Kv -t « hi„h , r.t, „ w™» 

. 7 ! , '* for the var,ous qualities of jute, hut by depressi/n? the 

77 1 • - «'»•% u, .i T£g 

'. ••r'liiR in, linml, and I ntainlain my prii-es." Sn-for 

these reasons I have to meet his wishes in this respect. 

floor’ V/r: re mau V’. nnv ,,,,infs whi<h hav <- '>«» bussed «„ the 

floor of this House and there has been a great deal of digression from 
the ordinance itself. The entire jute policy of Government has been 
ailed into question, and it has been suggested that we have gone 
against the interests of the agriculturists by purchasing a portion of 
e old crop. I entirely agree with l>r. Sanya! that at that particula 
turn, there was very little jute left in the hands of the agriculturist, 
wo were purchasing to maintain the price of the old crop in order 
to maintain the price of the new. and the result of our action was that 

H ,'7time th nl ! T! W “ |,Ur, , r!'^ new * ro l’ a * 47 at about 

Cr T ■' "" ""‘T thwr *'■ Ho- «6 (Dr. Nam.vaksha 

Hama, :1 h ,.y are not purchasing.! l>r, Sanyal does not know what 
e is talking about. At that particular time when we were trying to 


maintain the pricy of flu* obi 


tl. 


pi ICC 


of the new 


*i l41 -.I . V* r“" unv crop, which 

, m,M ; i 7 r : r fi Kure. went up immediately with 

the result hat they paid as much as Rs. 11 for their jute and we were 
nh e to make the announcement that the agriculturists should not part 
with their jute at lean than Rs, 9. 

Sir. there was more than that. We wanted to show to evervone-to 
i« ttorld at la rye that the Government were not bluffiin* and that 
when we embarked on a particular policy, we were going « 0 break our 
m.k for the purpose of maintaining that policy. We wanted the 
world to realise that any statement made by us is not made in a light- 
hearted manner and that when we say that we are going to regulate 
the crop next year for the purpose of maintaining the prices, we shall 
regulate it next year whatever may he the consequences. When we sav 
that we are going to make every possible effort to see that the agricultur- 
ist gets a fair price, we shall do everything in our power to maintain that 
If vou ask if steps are being taken or not. our reply is that time has not 
yet come. At the present moment the price that is being obtained bv 
the agriculturist is higher than what he would have got if the price 
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Vrlrt fixed on the basis of the inexorable laws of supply and demand. 
( Interruptions frointthe Opposition beaches : Hut you have not fixed 
the minimum price on that basis.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. It is only fair that when the 
Hon’ble Minister is speaking on a very serious matter like this, on 
.which there has been debate for about two hours, he ought to be 
allowed to reply uninterruptedly for the time which he is entitled to 
speak. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : When time will come 

for sis to settle the matter, we shall do so. 

• 

Now, Sir, it has Ik*cii said, 1 think, by Mr. Jalan that we should 
allow *the laws of supply and demand to operate. What will be the 
result if we allow the laws of »upplv and demand to operate? Seventy 
lakhs of bales la»iug the demand and 140 lakhs of hales l>eing the supply, 
the law of supply and demand will mean this, that the agriculturist 
will have to sell his goods for a song or lie will have to destroy it or 
throw it at the feet of others or possibly tie it round his neck and 
commit suicide. We cannot allow the law of supply and demand to 
operate in this ruse, and that is one of the reasons why, if I may say 
so, I appre< iate the manner in which the mill-owners, Mr. Walker and 
his groups ha\e come forward for the purpose of maintaining the price 
as long as the} possibly ran. It is no use trving to fix the price of 
jute on the basis of supply and demuud. Our jHilicy is as follows: — 
If the goods can Ik* sold at a certain price which does not depend on 
the supply and demund of jute or manufactured goods hut on the price 
at* which America, for instance, is aide to buy, then we can pus* on 
that price to the agriculturist. If the mills cannot sell the goods nt 
Its, 12 or Its. Id, they cannot pay the price they intend to pay to the 
agriculturist. If they can, I set* no reason why they should not pass 
on to the agriculturist at least from Its. T to Its. 9, although according 
to the lafi* of supply and demand the agriculturist may not get more 
than Rs. 2. This policy, I am glad to say, Mr. Walker and others 
have, for the time being, accepted and this is the polic\ which we 
intend to pursue, lie cannot understand why we fixed the prices at 
Rs. Id and Rs. GO. Indeed, I am sorry that after two days’ discussion, 

. talking to him and at him, I have not been able to make him under- 
stand why this price was fixed. We have found by experience thnt 
America was prepared to pay this price, namely, Rs. Id for hessian. 
We have found that America at a certain period of time was prepared 
to pav Rs. l(i, or even Rs. 19 but it would not pay even Rs. 14 
when the price was falling. That is one of the reasons why w*e fixed 
the prices at Rs. 13 and Rs. 60 as parity price, because we thought 

that America would buy at Rs. Id. As a matter of fact, America did 

* 
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buy at a price varying from Rs. 13 to R«. 15-8, and I hope Mr. Walker 
will admit that the figures that we have put down were clearly 
justified. 

l)r. Sanyal has pointed out that we have issued six ordinances; he 
states that ordinances should not be issued except in times of emer- 
gency. In every case there was a case of emergency. The first ordi- 
nance was issued in 1938 when the price of hessian was crashing down 
to below Rs. 6. If we had not stepped in at that moment, many of 
the mills would have had to close their doors. It was an emergent 
measure, and it was justified by the return of prosj>erity to the<*trade. 
The next ordinance which we issued was at a time when the specu- 
lators were trying to bring the market down. We had to fix the price 
and we fixed it at such a level that the price was fair and just for the 
crop, and therefore without even the prospect of war, without even the 
war conditions coming in, the prices rose. Similarly, on each of these 
occasions we did so to meet an emergency. I am prepared to prove to 
the hilt that we did so when there was an emergency, and I think we 
were justified in our action. 

It has been said very briefly that what Government did was to 
support certain persons. One should realise that any action of Govern- 
ment either this way or that will support some persons. 
If we do not step in, it will support the bears, or the sellers, 
namely, those who are most anxious to get the market down to take 
advantage of the political situation and spread news, pessimistic news, 
that the British Empire is crumbling, that everything is at an end, 
and all that one has got to do is to sell everything one has got, turn 
it into gold and silver and bury it into the sands of Bikaneer. That is 
one side of the picture. That is the opinion of one party and the other 
party is optismistic and is inclined to buy goods. If I am to choose 
between the two, I declare on the floor of the House, as I declared 
before the meeting in Darjeeling, that I will always support the man 
who holds up prices, who maintains prices, the direct result of which 
is that the agriculturist gets a higher price, and I shall aWays go 
against the man who depresses the price, who makes a few lakhs of 
rupees in order to put that in his own pocket and brings untold misery 
to the agriculturist and causes a loss of crores of rupees. This is the 
policy which we shall continue. “Unfortunately, as the honourable 
member knows very well, the man he referred to could not maintain 
his position long enough; his business collapsed and he became bank- 
rupt. That was due to the fact that the forces were too much against 
him and he could not maintain his business. He thought, I take it, 
that Government would carry out its policy to a successful conclusion ; 
and acted accordingly, but Dr. Sanyal now turns round and says that 
we acted for the purpose of maintaining n particular individual or iu 
the interests of a particular individual. It is a scandal the like of which 
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can only be utterecf by some members of the House whom we have to 
call honourable. I # would ask them to take back every word of what 
they have stated. . We have acted in an open and free manner. What- 
ever steps we took we took after full consultation with the industries, 
we told our mind to everyone, to the entire world, and no one was left 
in the dark. It was not done in a secretive manner for the purpose of 
giying Advantage to any particular person. At a full conference we 
gave out our minds. Some thought that we were not going to take 
fcteps/some thought that we were going to take steps, but there was 
nothing underhand in our policy. We propose to continue this policy, 
namely, always to take the trade, the industry and the public at large 
into our confidence whenever ue wish to take anv action, so that such 
insinuation may not again be uttered on the floor of the House. Now, 
Sir, # I will come to a close, but !>efore I do so I must refer to certain 
remarts made bv I)r. Sanyal. He found a great deal of coincidence 
in the fact that when a person hud closed his transactions on the 28th 
June our sales also stopped on that day. As a matter of fact, our sales 
did not stop on that day hut on the next day. The reason why the 
sales closed on the 29th June was that .‘With June hap|>em*d to l»e the 
last day of settlement in that market. We were not buying any more 
jute as the new crop was coming to the market as from the 1st July. 
There wus therefore no reason for us to maintain the old crop market 
and whether the man closed on the 28th June or on the 21st June 
was totayy immaterial for us. We were out firstly to gain some 
experience with regard to purchases. That is a fact. We wanted to 
purchase and we wanted to gain some experience in that line some* 
wliat cheaply, how to purchase, through whose agency, what sort of 
guarantees we would l>e able to get, and so on; also we wanted to main- 
tain the old crop to show to the world at large that we were not bluffing 
and that we had seriously embarked on our policy. We were, as I said, 
straining every nerve to maintain that policy and that was one of tho 
reasons why we went to the market and I think we are justified in this 
in so far as it made Mr. Walker and his company sit up. Mr. Walker 
told us at^Darjeeling — “Leave the trade to manage its own affairs; don’t 
do anything to disturb the market.” Mr. Walker now forgets that we 
told him over there that Government hail no desire to interfere if only 
the trade will put a bottom to the market. Mr. Walker at that moment 
refused to put a bottom to the market. He did not say that Mow such 
.and such price he would not buy. He wanted us to give them the 
price. If Mr. Walker had at that time given us the price which h* 
subsequently gave, when he found that we were in earnest, we would 
not have perhaps stepped in at all. It is only after we began to pur* 
chase the stock that they sat up and took serious notice of what we 
sfud; here was a Government whh’h was prepared to go to any extent in 
order to maintain the price for the agriculturist. They were against 
interference on principle, so they came to an agreement with us and 
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they gave us certain prices which were justified; and it was propter* 
that Government should accept their offer and should not drive 
them . 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: It was a nominal rate. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY • Sir, it was not a nominal 
rate for the time being because as long as they go on paying that jprice, 
so long as there are agencies, the middlemen’s agencies, and a number 
of them compete among themselves, who are buying from the cygricul- 
turists, and if they can get their price from the mills so that they can 
have their 2-anna or 4-annu margin, they by competing among them- 
selves will pay a corresponding price to the agriculturists. What is* 
the position, Sir, to-day? The Calcutta market is unsteady, because 
the middlemen here see a huge crop in front, and they think that the 
prices must fall, but they cannot honour their sales to the m i 1 l f s by 
purchasing at a parity rate in the mufassal. One of these gentlemen 
in the mufassal told me that whereas he had to buy at Rs. 6-8 in the 
mufassal, he could only sell his jute at Rs. 7 in Calcutta which means 
that on every inaund lie had to undergo a loss of 10 annas. That is the 
present position. The prices to-day are not nominal, hut if they do 
become nominal and if a time conies when the forces are too great both 
for us as well as for the mills, then I have not the least doubt that we 
shall step in much more actively and do something to keep up the 
price; and I hope that will be with the concurrence of the mills, with 
their agreement and, if I may say so, with their connivance; and if it 
is not with their concurrence, then it will be without their concurrence. 
But Government is not oblivious to the fact that it is their duty to s*»e 
that the agriculturists get as high a price as they possibly can. consi- 
dering the mearge resources of this Government, and the forces thati 
are working against us. 

The resolution of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy — 

“That this Assembly disapproves the Bengal Raw Jute Futures and 
Hessian Cloth Futures Ordinance, 1940 (Bengal Ordinance 
No. II of 1940), as promulgated by the Governor of Bengal 
under section 880) of the Government of India Act, 19-16,“ 

was then put and lost. 


Adjournment 


It being 8-6 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-46 p.m, on Friday, the 9th August. 
1940, at the Assembly House. Calcutta. 



Proceedings of Ae Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
tlje 9tl? August, 1940, at 4*45 p m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Anzvt. 1I*UCE, c.l.K.) 
in the Chair, 10 Iion’ble Ministers and 2(H) members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Quacks in mufasssl areas of Bengal. 

*132. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: <„> Is the IWble 

Minister in chnige of the Public Health und Local Sclf-Go\erniucnt 
Department aware — 

(/) 1<ii a t a number of quacks are practising in mufntml areas as 
doc tors ; 

(ii) that they do not hold any diploma or degree; 

(in) that the qualified doctors with diploma or degree do not get 
any scope in tin* field ; and 

(rr) that the Punjab Government have banned unqualified doctor* 

. to use the title “Doctor ” Y 

(h) Will the Ilon’ble Minister 1 h* pleased to *tatc what action the 
Bengal •Government propose taking against the unqualified and 
unregistered quacks using the title of “Doctor" and using poisonous 
drugs ? 

MINISTER in charge of tho PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon'blt Nawab Khwaja 
* Habibtillah Bahadur, of Daoca): (a) d) and (ii) Yes. 

(iii) The field of practice of qualified doctors is no doubt affected to 
some extent by competition on the part of unqualified men ; but it is 
certainly hot true that qualified medical men do not get any scope for 
practice in the mufaxial areas by virtue of such competition. 

(»V) I have no information. 

(h) No action is contemplated at preeent. 
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Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state if everybody is given freedom* to use the title of 
Dr.? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABI BULLA H Bahadur, of Daooa: 

As far as I am aware at present nobody can stop them from using that. 

Dr. SHART CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether all men even the quacks under the Law 
are allowed to use poisonous drugs? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa:^ 

That comes under the Police Department. I have got nothing to do 
with it. * * 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer 
(a)(ir), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stale what did he do 
to obtain infoimation in regard to this question alter he bad received 
notice? 

(No answer from the Minister.) 

Election of Jhargram Local Board. 

*133. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state — 

(o) whether the Government have received any representation from 
the Jhargram Local Hoard for postponement of the election 
of that board; and 

(h) when the Jhargram Loral Hoard election was held last? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

(a) Yes. 

(h) In January, 1933. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: With reference to answer (a), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if that representation was ' 
made as a result of a resolution passed by the Jhargram Local Board? 

Tht Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

Probably so. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: Will he be pleased to state the 
jlate on which that resolution was passed? 
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' * TIM HonTM. Hawaii Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oaooai 

I want notice. • 

Mr* NIKUNJA BEHARI MAtTK: Has he gut with him a copy of 
the resolution? 

* The* Hon’bto Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooat 

Not l^ere. * 

Mr* NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: On u point or order, Sir. If 
the llon’ble Minister cannot answer any question, it is very difficult 
to aak any supplementary question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He bus already answered that question. 

Mr. NIKUHJA BEHARI MAITI: It is pertinent i think, Sir, to 
ask if the representation was made as a result of the resolution passed 
by the Board. 

Mr. SPEAKER • Yes, he has already ansvieied that question. 

Public Service Commission's nomination for appointment of Government 
Pleader of Faridpur, 

•134. Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: («) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(t) when the Public Service Commission of Bengal nominated 
• candidates for the last appointment to the post of Govern- 

ment Pleader of Faridpur; 

(/it hpw many candidate* were nominated; 

(iii) what were the respective qualifications of each of the said 
candidates; and 

(rr) whether any of those candidates has been appointed as the 
Government Pleader of Faridpur? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (ir) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

ft) what are the qualifications of the Government Pleader 
appointed ; 

(it) when he has been appointed ; and 

(iitl what are the considerations which have led to his appointment ? 
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• • 

(c) Did the Government consult the District uincer, the District 
Judge and the Legal Remembrancer as to suital&lity of the present 
incumbent before his appointment P 

(d) If so, have the Government given due consideration to their 
recommendations P 

'MINISTER in oharge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Nawab Mutharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (a) (i) In 

January, 1938. 

(a) Two, viz., (1) Mr. B. M. Sen and (2) Rai Sahib Nageiadra 
Kumar Bhattaoharji. 

(tit) (1) Mr. Sen was called to the Bar in 1915 and was eurolled as 
an Advocate of tin* Calcutta High Court in the same year. He practised 
for two years (1915-17) in the Faridpur District Court and has since 
then been practising before the Calcutta nigh Court. He officiated as 
Deputy Superintendent and Remembrancer of Legal Affairs, Bengal, 
for two months and acted twice as Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta. 

(2) Rai Sahib Nagendra Kumar Bhattacharji has been practising 
as a Pleader in Murshidabad since 1913 and was enrolled as an Advocate 
of the Calcutta High Court in 1931. He stands first in the Government 
Panel of Pleaders for Murshidabad and has officiated as Government 
Pleader. 

(iv) No. 

(5) (i) He is passed in Pleadcrship Examination of the Committee of 
Legal Education in the High Court. 

(ft) The appointment is still on a provisional basis, the present 
incumbent of the post was appointed temporarily in April, 1938, 

(m) Pending the derision of the general question as to the procedure 
to he adopted in making appointments of Government Pleaders and 
Public Prosecutors Khan Sahib Md. Ismail, who was enrolled in the 
Government Panel of Pleaders was appointed temporarily as Govern- 
ment Pleader, Faridpur. 

(c) The District Magistrate and 1/egal Remembrancer, Bengal, were 
consulted. 

id) Does not arise. The Public Service Commission was first con- 
sulted. loafer on, these posts being excluded under section 266 (3) of 
the Government of India Act ( ride Regulation 50A of the Bengal 
Public Service Commission Regulations), the temporary appoint mast 
was made independently of their recommendation. 
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. .Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer (<?), 
wOl the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the District Magistrate and the Legal Remembrancer did not recommend 
Khan Saheb Md. Ismail for the post of Government Pleader of 
FaridporeP 

Thu Jton’blt Nuwtb MU8HARRUFF H 088 A IN, Khan Bahadur: 

So* far as that is concerned, it is a confidential matter, and I am not 
prepared to disclose anything about that. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: The Hon’ble Minister seeks 
shelter under the matter being confidential. Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased t<f state whether the District Magistrate and the J/egal 
Remembrancer were consulted and to state what opinions a ere received 
by Government from these two Officers ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Same thing. 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Of course, it cannot be disclosed, but I may tell you in confidence that 
the Government Pleader who has been appointed has Won working 
very, very well during the last one year and a half compared to the 
work done by his predecessor. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8. On a point of order, Sir, 1 do 
not want *he Hon’ble Minister’s opinion. My question is not to get 
the Ilon’ble Minister’s own opinion; I wanted the opinions of the 
District Magistrate and the Legal Remembrancer. The Hon'ble 
Minister says that the matter is confidential. Hon’ble members will 
judge for themselves. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has told you his opinion in confidence. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state frankly whether this post of Government Pleader 
of Faridpure is reserved by Government for a Muhammadan Lawyer? 

Thu Hon’blu Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

It is not a question of reservation. So far as the communal ratio rule 
is concerned, everywhere it is 50 : 50. In this case also, if the post 
of Government Pleader goes to a Muhammadan, there is every chance 
of the Public Prosecutor being appointed from the Hindu community. 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BISWAS: In view of the answer just 
given by the Hon’ble Minister that this post has not been reserved for 
& Muhammadan gentleman, will the Ifun'ble Minister !>e pleastfd to 
State why Khan Saheb Md. Ismail, to whom the Hon’ble Minister has 
just now given a long and good certificate has been kept as a temjMirary 
incumbent for the last two yeaxs? 

IS 
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The Hon’bl* Nawab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan BahatMr! 

We wanted to try him and now we have found that he is really very 
efficient. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not a fact that the services of Ehqn Saheb 
Md. Ipmai^have been highly appreciated by the District Magistrate?. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question has been already answered. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state what were the considerations that led Government to 
appoint this gentleman who is only a I\L. in preference to Mr. Sen and 
Mr. Ithuttacharji who are far more qualified than this gentleman? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Although Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee passed the B.L. examination in the . 
second division, he was one of the best of Judges in his time in the 
High Court. (Laughter.) 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Ifon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether lie is aware that Mr. 11. M. Sen has now r been 
practising for more than a year at Farid pur? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I am not awnre of that. 


Realisation of duos from me mbers of liquidated rural societies by 
oertiftoate procedure. 

*138. Mr. MD. BARAT ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department 
aware that dues are being realised from the members of the liquidated 
rural societies by certificate procedure in the present economic condi- 
tion of the agriculturists? 

(6) If the auswer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of stopping the realisation by certificate 
procedure ? 

MINISTER hi ahargo of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT Mi 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the HMh Mr. MufcMdS 
i a hary MulliOfc): (a) Certificates are very sparingly used. 

(6) Does not arise. 
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ttnwk ti of oortinooU proMdur. by 0* mUU of Nwak BahaOwr 
* of Murabkiobod. ' ' 

•ISO. Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAft 8AHYAL: Will tho Uoo'bl« 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department l>e pleased to state — 

(a) whether the estate of the Xawah Bahadur of Murlhidubad h 

still enjoying the privilege of the summary certfficfite pro- 
cedure in the matter of realisation of rent by suits; 

(b) Jhe number of such suits instituted by the said estate in each 

of the years 1345 and 1340 11. S. so far as the district of 
Murshidabad is concerned; 

(e) whether Government are in possession of any report showing 
• the effect of the certificate proceedings refeired to above 
upon tenants and other landlords; and 

(<f) whether Government contemplate taking any stejw foi putting 
, a check upon the exercise of certificate procedure by the 

estate of Xnwab lluhadur of Murshidahnd Y 

MINUTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): Yes. 

(b) bob certificates were filed in 1345 IV S. and 750 in 134b IV S. 

(c) and (( l ) Government are not in |K)*»session of any such report hut 
to mitigate all possible hardships involved in the application of the 
certificate procedure, the Hoard of Revenue has instructed the Manager 
to file certificates only for the recovery of demands ulxiut to Is* burred 

*by limitation though under section MM/) of the Murshidahad Kstute 
Administration Act, 1933, all arrears of real and all demands reeovei- 
able .as rent due to the estate are recoverable as public demands. 

Dr. NAJlINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Ilon’hle Minister Is? 

pleased to state if Government have received any personal or written 
representation regarding the rigours of the certificate procedure <n 
threat of certificate procedure in regard to this estate Y 

The Honlilc Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir One 
ouch instance was brought to mv notice by the questioner himself. 

Dr. NALINAKSWA SAN Y At: Will the Honliie Minister In* 

pleased to state if In connection with the debate on the rigours of the 
certificate procedure the Hon’ble Minister assured us that, so far as 
G o v er n ment estates Were concerned, they would see that no rigorous 

steps were adopted? 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: That is why the Board of Revenue has t^kqn 

action. 

Dr. NJ^JNAKSHA 8ANYAL: No action appears to have been 
taken actually, because in the reply it is stated that they have a 
provision 

a 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, no. They have instructed the Manager that 
certificates will only issue where they are going to be barred. * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the present Manager of the Court of Wards Estate issues letters 
of notice along with which a demand threat of the certificate pro£edu$e 
is also enclosed even for normal annual arrears? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: First of all, Sir, 
the estate is not under the Court of Wards. My friend is mistaken 
there. Secondly, Sir, threat of a certificate is not a certificate. I 
think it is a very good procedure which the Manager has adopted, 
vis., realising arrears merely by threat without putting the tenants 
into expense and hardship. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to slab* if he is aware that a threat of certificate sometimes 
acts in such a rigorous way that the tenants have got to sell all their 
household utensils to save themselves from the certificate? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Conversion of roeorvod forests into pasture ground. 

•137* Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Will the non’ble Minister in charge of 
the Fores! and Excise Department Ikj pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment contemplate the appointment of a Committee composed of 
officials ami non-officials to fiud out ways and means of converting 
suitable plots of reserved forests of the Government in the entire district 
of Chittagong into rent-free pasture grounds for the cattle? 

MINISTER in charge of the FOREST and EXCISE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Prasaima Deb Raikut): In view of the 
accepted policy of reserved forests it is not contemplated to appoint 
such a Committee. Such parts of the protected forests in Chittagong 
qs are of no great value commercially as forest are already being dis- 
afforested and considerable progress has been made in implementing 
this policy of disafforestation. A Committee has also been appointed 
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to advise Government on the best methods of converting such dis* 
afforested lands into gracing lands or to other productive uses and of 
managing the lands. ^ 


Khan Bahadur Mautvi FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon ble 

Minister be pleased to state, when* there in no protected f<»rest near 
the village but reserved forest near-hy. what arrangement Govern- 
ment propose to make for the provision of free grazing lands ? 


Tho'Hon’blo Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: It my honourable 
fritend has any complaints, he cun appear before the committee and 
put up his suggestions. 


Elaotion of several local boards in Midnaport. 

•138. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : (a) Will the Hon v hie 

* Minister in charge of the Public Health and Ix»cal Self-Govertiinent 
Department be pleased to stato — 

(i) when the local hoard elections were held last for — 

(1) Oontai, 

(2) Taraluk, 

(3) Jhargrain, and 

(4) Sadar 

subdivisions of the Midnapore district; and 

• (it) whether the names of the memhers declared to have Ik*cii duly 
elected have since been published in the official gazette? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the negative, will the Hon' bln 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for the delay in publishing the 

names? • 

(c) Have the Government received any representations from any or 
from all of the present local hoards of the district for postponement of 
their reconstitution for the present ? 

( d ) If the answer to (c) is in the affirrnatve, is the Hon’lde Minister 
pan side ring the desirability of laying copies of those representations on 
the table? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action, if 
any* the Government have taken on the representation# referred to in 
clause (c)f 

* m# Hcn’Ma Haw* Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

(#) (t) A statement is laid on the table, 

(tt) Ho. 
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(b) Under rule 48 of the Local Self-Goveri^nent Election Rules, 
which is a statutory rule, the names of elected and nominated members 
of local boards are required to be published in the same gazette. The 
names of the elected members cannot, therefore, be published until a 
decision has been reached by Government regarding the appointment of 
members of the local boards under section 11 of the Local Self-Govern- 
ment Act. 

(c) and (d) All the local boards in the district of Midnapore have 
passed resolutions requesting Government to postpone the election of 
the Jhargrnm Local Board only. Copies of these resolutions are laid 
on the Library table. 

(e) The matter is under the consideration of Government. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (i) of starred question 
No. 138. 

Contai Local Board — 7th January, 1939. 

Tamluk Local Board — 20th and 21st February, 1939. 

Sadar Local Board — 20th February, 1939. 

As regards Jhargram Local Board, the last election was held in 
January, 1933. The local hoard election in this subdivision which was 
due in 1938 had, however, to be postponed for the reasons given in the 
reply to the starred question No. 58 asked during the current session 
of the Assembly. 


Reconstitution of tho Midnapore District Board. 

*139. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI : (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the lx>cnl Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether the Government have received any representation from 
the Miduai>ore District Board for the postponement of the reconstitution 
of the Midnapore District Board till a future date? 

(b) If the answer to is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of laying a copy of the said repre- 
sentation on the table? 

(c) What action, if any, have the Government taken on the sm 4 
representation ? 

(rf) When w$8 the Midnapore District Board last constituted? 

Tho Hon MW# Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca I 

(a) Government have received a representation from the Midnapore 
District Board for the postponement of the election of the Jhargram 
Local Board which, if accepted, will automatically result in the post- 
4 ponement of the reconstitution of the District Board. 
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(J) A copy of the resolution passed by the District Board on the 
subject is laid on iht table. 

(e) The matter is under the consideration of Government. 


(d) In January, 1934. 


' Resolution referred to in the reply to clause (h) of starred question 

\o. m. 

Copy <fk the rrsomtiox passed ny the Midnapobe District Board 
AT ITS MEETING IIKI.D ON THE 29t» JlNE, 1940. 

view of the fact that war situation in Europe in which our 
British Government have been deeply involved and also in view of the 
fact that concerted action of all His Majesty's subjects in Dominions 
and Empire hus been invoked to fight out the just cause of our Govern- 
ment in this war and whereas it would not he sound to direct jxmple's 
time and eucrgN and resources to any direction other than war at this 
critical juncture — 

Be it therefore resolved that the imjtcuding Ixxul Board Election 
at Jhargrum he postjMmed till the normal condition is restored.” 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer regard- 
ing the statement under question No. 138 as well as the resolution 
referred to in question No. 139, will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state the dates of the resolutions of the respective local lKMirds and 
the date, i.e., 29th June, 1940, of the resolution of the district bouid 
in connection with the postponement of the reconstitution of the district 
boards 

The Mo «i>M« Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Paeca: 

Sir, as regards the dates of the resolutions of the local lxiards, I wunt 
notice. The date of the district tniard resolution has already been 
given. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact that the Sftdor Lonil 
Board resolution was passed on the 22nd June, 1940; the lamluk one 
^>n the 25th June, 1940; the Jhurgram one on the 27th June, 1940; 
and the Ghatal one on the 22nd June, 1940; and that the district board 
resolution was passed on the 29th June, 1940? Is it a fact that oil 
the resolutions were arranged or manoeuvred and passed at the instance 
of local office**? 

TUt Hoft’Mo NmB Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Oami 

Apparently the honourable member has more knowledge than I have f # 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hpn’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that the elections of three of these local 
boards were finished long ago, namely, 7th January for the Contai 
Local Board 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has already said that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view of that will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if Government is considering the desirabi- 
lity of allowing the district hoard to be .reconstituted from amongst 
the elected members merely by permitting the election of the Jhargram 
Local Board ? # 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have already answered this question once before in this House, t and 
the honourable member may look up the answer that I have given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Probably the Hon’ble Minister has 
not understood my question. The Sadar Local Board and 

Mr. SPEAKER: Of the three local board elections, two have been 
finished and one is pending? , 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir. I found on the Library 
table that these local boards had passed practically the identical 
resolutions one and a half year ago. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Naturally. Everybody wants an extension ! 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Although the Jhargram Local 
Board was formed in 19JW, i.e., seven years ago, the election to that 
local board is still pending, but the elections to the other two local 
boards have been finished. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Whatever it may be, the matter is under the 
consideration of Government. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL? That is why I am asking whether 
Government is considering the desirability of not accepting the recom- 
mendation about reconstitution of the Jhargram Local Board. 

Tha Hofi'bfe Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, if Daoaa: 

Sir, as I have already said, Government are considering the matter and 
J cannot say anything further. 
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Mr. NIKUNJA«BEHARI MAITI: Will ike Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state it the Contai Ix)cal Board, the Tamluk Local Board and 
the Skdar Local Board which ought to have been reconstituted long 
before, have not as yet been reconstituted ? 

• 

* * Mf. 8PEAKER: He has answered that question. 


Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: If the Uon’ble Minister had 

referral to section 11, he would liuve found 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, that question does not arise. 

• « 

Mr. OHIRENORA NATH DATTA: In view of the fact that the 
cause for the postponement of election of the Jhargram ljocal Board 
is not local but is applituble to all the local Imards in the province or, 
as u matter of fact, in tin* whole of India, if not in the whole world, 
will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to consider the desirability of 
postponing the election of all the boards P 


Tha Hon’bto Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daaoa: 

Sir, I (tAinot answer that question. 


Victims of Dofenoa of India Rules. 

•140. Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HAIHEMY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing separately, district by district, from the time 
of promt4? & ti< m of the Defence of India Ordinance and Rules up to the 
26th June, 1940 — 

(а) the number of persons convicted; 

(б) the number of persons externed; 

( c ) the number of persons detained ; and 

(d) the number of persons restrained; 

is Bengal? 

MINISTER i* Marge at the HOME DEPARTMENT (tho Hoitnilo 
Khwaja Sir A statement of the poeition up to the middle 

of July is laid on the table. 



QUESTIONS. 


[9th Aug., 




Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 140. 



Name of dwtrict. 

1 


Number of 
persons 
convicted. 

2 

Number of 
persons 
externed. 

3 

Number of 
persons 
detained. 

4 

Number of 
persons 
restrained. 

5 * 

1. 

Calcutta 


22 

83 

32 

48 

2. 

24-Parganas 


3 

18 


1 

3. 

.lessors 


1 



o' * 

4. 

Khulna 


1 



5. 

Murahidabad 


3 




6. 

Nadia 


10 

8 


4 

7. 

Howrah 


6 



1 

8. 

Hooglily 


3 

3 


10 

9. 

Midnaporc 


4 

10 

4 

3 

10. 

Burdwan 


18 

15 


1 

11. 

Birbhum 



5 



12. 

Bankura 






13. 

Dacca 


23 

(one acquit- 
ted on 

appeal). 


11 

b 

14. 

Mymenmngh 


100 

1 

3 


15. 

Faridpur 


13 




10. 

Bukargan j 




2 


17. 

Palma 





* 2 

18. 

Bogra 






19. 

Maldn 


3 



’*7 

20. 

UajHhahi 



2 


7 

21. 

Din a] pur 


0 

3 


! . 7 

22. 

Kaogpur 


2 

1 


1 18 

23. 

Jaljsiigviri 


1 

2 


3 

24. 

Darjeeling 






25. 

Noakhah 


9 


1 

3 

20. 

Tippero 


31 

' 0 

1 

13 

27. 

Chittagong 


4 

10 

1 

51 

28. 

Chittagong Hill Tracts 







N, B , — In addition to t)*»*r, 98 orders of oxtonummt liave been issued by Govern- 
ment: 10 from tlie Province and 88 from Calcutta and the induHtnal areas. 


Mr. 8YE0 JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference • to 
“N.B.” below the statement, will the Hou’hle Minister be pleased to 
state if these persons have been extemed after the middle of July or 
before ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think, after the middle 

of July. ^ 

Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if any arrangement has been made for the provi- 
sion of those persons who have been externed from their home districts 
or from their place of business? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, this question does not arise. You * 
better put a separate question on that, because this refers purely to 
* statistics. 
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Mr. BY ED JV-ALUDDIN HAfHIMYl Sir, this arises out of 

this question in. this way 

Mr. SPEAKER: Many things may arise, but I am sorry, this 
question does not arise out of this. 

. Appointments made in Burdwan district in oonneetion with Jute 
Registration Scheme. 

• 141 . Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANDAU (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture ami Industries Department he 

pleased to lay a statement on the table showing for the present time— 

• • 

(i) the number of persons appointed in the district of Burdwan in 
connection with the .lute Restriction Scheme; 

(it) how many of them are residents of the district of Burdwan; 
and 

(tit) how many of those referred to in clause (ii) are from the — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether the 
communal ratio was observed in making these appointments? 

. MINISTER in ohargo of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’ble Mr. Tamiiuddin Khan): (a) A statement 
is placed on the table. 

(b) The communal ratio has been strictly observed in the Province 
as a whole and as far as possible, also in regard to the appointments 
made i» the district. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 14 1. 


Number of persons appointed in the district of Burdwan in 
connection with Jute Registration Scheme . . 84 

Number of persons employed in Burdwan district under Jute 
Registration Scbemd who are residents of the district . . 72 

Distribution among (1) Caste Hindus, (2) Muslims and 
(3) Scheduled Castes of appointments held by the residents 
of Burdwan under Jute Registration Scheme — 

Caste Hindus . . 25 

Muslims . . . . . . 37 

Scheduled Castes ' . . 10 * 
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i . 

Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANUAL: Will the Ebn'ble Minister be 

pleased to state the reason why although there were sufficient candidates, 
only 72 out of 84 were taken from the people of this district? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Only 72 out of 84 have been taken and yen ask 
why all have not been taken! (Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The Chief Inspector 
wan already a man in the Government service and two Inspectors and 
seven Assistant Inspectors were appointed in Calcutta. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which wore laid on the table) 

Settlement of ditches on both sides of Dacca-Chittagong Trunk Road. 

77. Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: (a) Will the Hon’ hie 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(/) that in the matter of settlement of ditches lying on two sideB of 
the Dacen-ChiUagong Trunk Road from the Feni town to 
the border of the Tipperu district the Local Government 
have issued a circular embodying their decision in the 
matter to the effect that these ditches should be settled with 
persons who have got adjoining homestead or khns lands; 
and 

(it) that the Khns Mahal authorities, Noakhuli, have managed to 
grant settlement to persons who have got no adjoining? home- 
stead or khas lands nor any land whatsoever in the neigh- 
bourhood of those ditches? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government contemplate the^ 
cancellation of settlements referred to in clause (u) (ii) and disposal of 
the lands in favour of applicants who have got adjoining homestead 
or lh as lands are enunciated in Government Circular mentioned* in 
(«) «? 

Th# Hon’blt Sir BUOY PRASAD BINCH ROY: (a) Ho. 

1 (6) Does not arise. 



. , uninciHJHA HATH DATTAS Will the Hon’bie Minister 

be pleased to state whether there was any circular at all regarding the 
settlement of ditclesP 

Ttw Hon»We Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY; No, Sir, there 
was no circular. I have already said that in the answer. 

• 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
• be pleased to state whether there was any instruction issued to the 
District Collector in the matter of settlement of ditches? 

• 

Th. Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I a»k for notice. 

Alponco of Muslims among the Officials of Revenue Department. 

# 78. Maulvi WALIUR RAHMAN; (<j) Will the Huu’hle Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to state the mini Iter 
of officers at present existing in the Revenue Department (including 
th$ Hoard of Revenue, Bengal, and the Director of Jjuxtd Records and 
Surveys Department ) ? 

(b) Is it a tact that none of the officer-*, namely, Secretaries und 
Assistant Secretaries to the (hivcrnment of Bengal, Revenue Depart- 
ment, and the Board of Revenue, Bengal, and the Director of Bund 
Record if and Suney*, Bengal, and Personal Assistant to him, is a 
Muslim ? 

(cj It the answer to {h) is in the affirmative, do the I internment 
contemplate posting some Muslim ofiicers in some of the post# referred 
lo in clause {b)Y 

(d) If not, what are the reasons P 

Tho Hon’blo 8ir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: U) Nine 

{(>) Ves. 

(c) and id) The work in the Revenue Department is of a technical 
character and selection of officers for lhe«c posts in this department has 
therefore to be made from those who have the best experience and 
aptitude for such work. Muslim ofiicers have lwen appointed to some 
of these posts in the past and wiil U» appointed in future uecording to 
their qualification#. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: With reference to answer (r) and 

(d), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any Muslim 
•Officer other than the gentleman whom we all know', viz., Khan Bahadur 
Abdul Momin, held any of these poata at any time? 
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Tht Hon*bl« $lr BUOY PRASAD SINCVl ROV: Sir, I am not . 

aware of what happened in the past, but that is oge instance which 
is uppermost in the mind of everyone of us. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there are Muslim Deputy Magistrates either 
in the General Line or holding Listed posts even now who*’ hava 
sufficient revenue and khas mahal experience, and, as such, have such 
aptitude as to hold these posts of so-called technical nature? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I am sure, there 
are. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With regard to the nine appoint- 
ments referred to in answer (//), will the llon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the number of appointments that have been made since 19*17 
up till now? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I think there 
was only one appointment, so far as I remember, made in 19*17, namely, 
the Director of IjuikI Records and Surveys. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Ami one Secretary. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, there was 
also one Assistant Secretary appointed. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the nature of technical qualification of the Personal 
Assistant to the Director of Land Records and Surveys and also of the 
Secretary to the Board of Revenue? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Allowance to extornod workers of Calcutta Electric Supply 
Corporation, Limited. 

79. Or. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: in) Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department aware that some workers' 
of the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation, limited, have been 
arrested and are now in externment? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of making arrangement for giving 
allowance to the externed workers of the Calcutta Electric Supply 
Corporation for the period of their externment? 



l«i| QtmSTIONS. * 1st 

• • fRl Hon’bto KhMafa Jr NAZIMUDDINt {«) Ye*. ‘ , 

(&) Allowances hill be given in deserving cases and when the cir- 
cumstances appear to warrant it. 

Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the Hoa’ble 
lfinist#r be pleased to state what steps have Government up till now 
’taken to find out the deserving cases? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAIIMUDDIN: The cases of those w ho 
apply Ve examined. 

9 Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the llon’ble 

, Milliner be pleased to state how many persons have up till now applied 
to Government for such allowance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: lour. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Uon’lde Minister be 
pleaded to consider the desirubiliH of extending the same confession 
to other people also who have lost their ineome by being externed? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: This applies to all who 

have been externed. 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE: Will the lion'hle Minister 
be pleased to state whether any alhiwance has been given to any of 
those four persons who have applied? 

. The Hon'hle Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: In one case, orders are 
under issue in consultation with the Finance Department. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Sir, the llon’ble Minister has just 
now said that this will apply to all cases of ex tern men t. Will he 1 m* 
pleased to consider the desirability of extending th*# concession to 
people who have Wen externed under the Defence of India Rules also? 

^ Tha Hon’hla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is what I have 
just now stated that the policy of Government, as enunciated in my 
answer to this question, "applies to all those who are externed under 
the Defence of India Rules. 


Mr. AtOL CHANDRA SEN: Has any action been taken so far? 

Th. Hm*M. Khwafa tfr HA£lMUODIM: I t«k for notic. 
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||r. ATUL KRISHNA QHOSEs Will'" the Ben’ble Minieter be. 

pleaneil to state whether any allowance has been gijen to anybody and 
will he also pleas# give us an idea of the amount to be given to extern ed 

persons? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

% 

• 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hobble Minister 
aware that when Police Officers serve these orders under the Defence of* 
India Rules, the victims always apply for money which is refused to 
them? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I submit that this* 
does not arise out of this question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, it does not arise. As a matter of fact, the 
supplementary question on the application of the concession to otners 
does not strictly arise. But it was a question of principle and that is 
why I allowed it. 

Mr. «J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that some of the Calcutta Electric 
Supply Corporation workers, at the time of service of notice, applied 
to the Police Officer who went to serve the notice for expenses, to 
comply with the order P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Present Assistant Registrar of Co-operative Societies, Khulna-Jossoro. 

80. Mr. 8YES 4ALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Is the Hon’ble 
Minister iu charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department aware — 

(a) that the present, Assistant Registrar, Co-operative Societies, 

Khqjpa and Jessore. has his headquarters at Khulna; and 

(b) that he is there, for about two years? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MU LUCK: („) Yes. 

( b ) He joined Khulna on the 22nd D|ee#ijp*r, 1938. 

Mr. SYE.D JALALUDDIN HASHEMY; Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether he is aware of th* fact that there 
is a feeling both in official and non-official circles in the entire district 

t\f Vbiilnu oiruin.f flii. nkrtt^nluf *, 
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* lilt SPEAKER: That question does not arise. You can aak about 
the headquarters aitl anything alH>ut the period of fiuie. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Is the Uon’ble Minister 
aware of the fact that during the last general election of the Khulna 
Co-opeqgdive Central Bank, this particular officer in open public 
meetings canvassed for a particular party? 

♦ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry you cannot ask this question. 

. Mr* 8YED JALALULDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the lion 'hie 
Minister he pleased to state it it is a fact that this particular officer is 
*the son-in-law of the Hon'lde Minister himself? 


• • • 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK : I can assure 

the Jlouse that 1 have not got an\ daughter. (Laughter.) 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’lde 

Minister he pleased to state if this particular officer is the son-in-law 
of the brother of the Hon’lde Minister? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. JIYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon ’hie 

Minister he pleused to state if this particular officer himself handed 
over to the District Magistrate of Khulna a list of nominations of the 
union hoard** and debt settlement hoards thereby causing the annoyance 
of the District Officer? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will the Hon’lde Minister be 
pleased to state it it is a fart that the service* of the officer in question 
ha* e lx*eh great!* appieeiated by the (ioverntiieitt v 

Mr. SPEAKER Question does not arise. Next ^ration. 

* * t 

SuppItfvtqiTtai’iet to Starred Question No. 120. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. # Chaudl;uri, you ask only two quealions. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI : With reference to 
answer (//), is the Hon’lde Minister^cousidcring the desirability of 
asking the Inspector-General to expedite the consideration of the 
matter having regard to the fart thu%there is u large number of T. B. 
patients in the jail hospital? 

20 



*90 


QUESTIONS. 


[9th AiJg., 

ThoJfon'blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: So far as asking tie 

Inspector-General for expediting the matter is Concerned, certainly 
my answer is in the affirmative. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to enquire whether any effect has been given to 
the recommendation made by the Board of Visitors at their meeting 
held on the Hlth October, 19‘18P 

The Hobble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to answer 
(c), where the Hon’ble Minister has stated “that larger provision 
fish instead of dal to the Bengalee prisoner in the jail cannot be 
given” will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Govern-' 
ment have arrived at that decision owing to the higher cost of fish 
or for any other reasons . * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: So far no complaint has 
been made about food. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is the Government 
considering the desirability of revising the Jail ('ode in view of the 
fact that quite a large number ot prisoners are suffering from U>wel 
complaints for deficiency of fish supply ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: After all they are 
Bengali prisoners and dal is their staple food. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Does the Hon’blo Minister admit 
that a large number of* prisoners suffer from diarrho'a and dysentery 
during the rains and summer Y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That iN the usual thing 
in Bengal. 

Mr. ATUI^ CHANDRA SEN: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that complain ta within the jail are larger than those outside the Jail ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Outside the jails there 
are also complaints and no facts have been put up to show that the. 
percentage of complaints in jail is higher than outside the jail. 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Government will consider this question if 
complaints are received from the prisoners themselves? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is too theoretical a question. 
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Tha Bengal Misdamaanour Bill, 1SSS. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I beg to move that the Bengal 
Ifisdeifteanour Bill, 19-19 (it ought to be 1940 now) be referred to a 
* Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The ilon’hle Nawab Musharruff Hussain, Khan Bahadur, 

($ Mr. W. P. Wordsworth, 

(3) I)r. Syamn prasad Mookerjee, 

(4) Mr. Fttslur Buhuuui (Dacca), 

•(4) Mr. Syed Budruddoja, 

(ti) Mr. Ahu Hussain Sarkar, 

•(7) Mr. Pulin Behan Mullick, 

(8) Mr. Prnmutlm Nath Banerjee, and 

(9) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the doth September, 1940, 
the number of memWrs forming the quorum being five. 

Sir, it is not without some amount of trepidation that I seek to 
sponsor a Bill of thi* character, and at the outset 1 must frankly state 
that if the Government of the day would in their wisdom think of 
bringing in a Bill of similar character themselves, it will give me the 
greatest pleasure to withdraw* mine in favour of a Government Bill 
on a subject of this importance. I would shortly and briefly state the 
circumstances under which I was compelled to give notice of thin Bill. 
K was about two \eur* and a half ago that 1 had an occasion in my 
own humble way in connection with the business firm with which I 
was connected to go to the Corporation of Calcutta f«*r the sanction of 
a building. 1 then discovered to my utter amusement that a building 
would not be sanctioned if one could not go there day Jto tiny personally 
and could not also please some members in a manner for which one 
should be ashamed. After a few months when it so happened that 
the building wan sanctioned by the Committee, four members of the 
Committee put in motions and in three days I discovered that 1 could 
not proceed with the w r ork until and unless those motions were disposed 
of. It waa then, Sir, Bid! I discovered the necessity of a Bill of this 
character. I saw the Chief Executive Officer; I saw prominent 
members of the different parties; I spoke to the leader# and they all 
said — Well, these gentlemen are amenable to reason; #ee them and 
manage with them. Thereafter, Sir, I went to one gentleman. He 
demanded Ra. 500 from me to enable him to withdraw the motions 
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standing in his name. “Well, you are representing a big company;* 
the company is going to have a house built at a eost of about a lakh 
and Ks. 500 is nothing,” said he. 

Mr. C. W. MILES: What is the Councillor’s name? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Miles wants to know the 
name. I can tell him this gentleman’s name, an optician, and he is 
now 

Mr, 8PEAKER* I)r. Sanyal, you need not give out the name. • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I was not going to do so, Sir, but 
unfortunately Mr. Miles wanted to know the name. The Hon’bie Mr. 
Suhrawardy also says that the name should not he given out. Sir, 
I quite appreciate the anxiety of Mr. Suhrawardy to have the name 
delMed because that gentleman has now been created an Honorary 
Magistrate by the Government of Bengal and is now dispensing 
justice ! There was also a European member to whom I had to givo 
50 chips. He is Mr. 

Mr. C. W. MILE8: Is he a European? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I do not know but he voted with 
the Europeans in Corporation affairs. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I may again tell you, Dr. Sanyal, that it is not 
parliamentary practice to refer to names particularly as this is not a 
proper occasion for mentioning names. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, Sir. In all fairness I 
must also admit that there were two Congress members involved in this 
affair but I will not name them, in spite of the desire of the Coalition 
Party, in accordance with the ruling of the Chair. Sir, on that 
occasion I went to the Commissioner of Police. Calcutta. Mr. Colson 
was then the Commissioner of Police. I told him about being black- 
mailed out of this money and I also told him that I had never done 
such a dirty thing in my life and asked him whether he could help me 
to get these men properly put up before a court. Mr. Colson said 
frankly that the law did not give him the power to do so; that the 
police were not there to do anything to threaten and frighten people, 
and that if he was only given the necessary power he could help in 
bringing these men to book. Mr. Colson also advised me to go and 
consult tbe lawyers to find out if there was any law which could give me 
relief, I told him that there was a law which prevented and punished 
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^bribery but be said that that law related to public servants only— -not 
to members of thl legislature or member* of Corporations and 
Municipal Bodies, unfortunately. Then on the same occasion *1 con* 
suited some of the best lawyers and solicitors of Calcutta. They 
confirmed that what Mr. Colson said was quite correct. And then they 
informed me that in their wisdom the British Parliament had enacted 
a suitable law after years of experience. In Great Britain also similar 
things had happened, — not of course in the time of Mr. Miles or mine, 
but in the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries, and if Mr. Miles is anxious 
to knolt the facts he might look up a lwu>k by Theobald Mathews “For 
lawyers and others” which he could read with great advantage. The 
.Brirtsh Parliament had legislated on this matter. I hunted the legis- 
lation of America, Britain und other places and fouud, with the help 
of my # lawyer friends, that the British Parliament had, in view of the 
experience they had in this connection, a similar enactment provided for 
in t He Public Bodies Corrupt Practices Act, 188.0 (,VJ and o.'i Viet. Cb. 
Oil, 1889). The preamble of that Act was like thi* — “An Act for the 
more effectual prevention and punishment of bribery and corruption 
of and by members, officers and servants of Cor|H>rutions, Councils, 
Boards, Commissions and other public bodies; — Whereas it is expedi- 
ent more effectually to provide for the prevention and punishment 
of bribery and corruption of and by members of such services, Corpora- 
tions, Boards and other public bodies, be it therefore enacted,” and 
at) ou amf so forth. 

I then drafted this Bill with the help of persons who know some- 
thing about the art of drafting and 1 followed practically the wordings 
of the British Act. At the same time I discovered — because when I 
was looking into this thing simultaneously my attention wus drawn to 
one important omission in the Government of India Act itself that the 
new Government of India Act does not provide for certain things which 
were provided for in the old Government of India Act of 1919, in 
Part XI, under “Offences, Procedure and Penalties”. There it was 
provided that certain persons bedding office under the Crown would lie 
punished if they were found trading, or receiving present* or doing 
similar things which were called nets of misdemeanour. I had to 
change the nomenclature of my Bill to “the Misdemeanour Bill” 

« because I felt that on account of a Corrupt Practices Act already in 
existence, but which relates to elections, }a*ople might confuse my Bill 
with election corruptions and things like that. Therefore, Sir, I 
preferred the name Misdemeanour. In that Act — I am now quoting 
from Halsbury’s Laws of Pmgland— it was provided — “that a person 
who attempts to procure an office by offering a bribe to a Privy 
Councillor or Minister of the Crown is guilty of misdemeanour at 
Common Law,” and it fitted m.v case in some directions very well* 
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because my friends in this House must be aware bow scandalous things 
have come to be in this province, particularly in thl matter of distribu- 
tion ofsoffices. It was also provided there that “every person is guilty 
of misdemeanour at Common Law who bribes a ministerial officer, or, 
being a ministerial officer accepts a bribe where the object of such 
bribe is to induce such officer to do or to omit to do any act contrary .to 
his official duty or to show favour or partiality in the discharge of his 
duty. 1 ’ It is also provided that “any person is by statute guilty of 
misdemeanour who by himself or in conjunction with any other person 
corruptly solicits or receives or agrees to receive for himself br any 
other person any gift, loan, fee, reward or advantage as an inducement 
to any member or servant of a public body doing or forbearing to do* 
anything in respect of any matter or transaction whatsoever, actual or 
proposed, in which such public body is concerned or, corruptly gives 
promises or offers to any person whether for the benefit of that person 
or of another person any gift, etc., as an inducement to or reward* for 
or otherwise on account of any member, officer or servant of a public 
body doing or forbearing to do anything in respect of any matter in 
which the public body is concerned. ” It is also stated — and those who 
have experience of the working of the Corporation of Calcutta and 
similar public bodies including the Calcutta Improvement Trust will 
realise and understand the implications very well — that, “where the 
matter or transaction in relation to which the offence is committed is a 
contract or proposal for a contract with ITis Majesty or any Govern- 
ment department or any public body or is a sub-contract to execute 
any w^ork comprised in such a contract, the punishment is penal servi- 
tude for a term not exceeding seven or less than three years.” And 
there are also very rigorous provisions for presumption of corruption. 
Further, Sir, it is also provided that “a person who accepts or obtains 
or agrees to accept or attempts to obtain from any person for himself 
or for any other person or for any purpose, any gift, money or valuable 
consideration as un inducement or reward for procuring or assisting or 
endeavouring to procure the grant of » dignity or title of honour to a 
person or otherwise in connection with the grant is guilty of mis- 
demeanour by statute”. So also is the person who gives or agrees o$ 
proposes to give or offers the gift, etc., the punishment for this offence, 
on conviction on indictment, being imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding 2 years or a fine not exceeding £500 or both imprisonment' 
and fine. Having studied the legislation over there in Britain I 
drafted my BilL, My Bill is a very simple one. 

It contemplates certain things other than those covered bv th« 
Victorian Act, because when I was drafting the Bill yet another matter 
was brought to our notice, and that was in connection with a famous 
election petition case, in which an Hon’hle Nawab an ex-Minister 
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figured as a party. In connection with that election petition caee, the 

learned Chairman df the Tribunal stated that there was an anomaly 
and the present Law failed to ensure free exercise of franchise by the 
people and to prevent the utilization by persons fn authority of the 
services of officials placed under them. This anomaly “is likely to 
lejad Up a grave and dangerous form of corruption in public life,” 
Sir, we had at that moment thought that the revelations that were 
made’in that connection would open the eves of Government and Govern- 
ment would, I say again in their wisdom, have a Bill of their own, hut 
far frdtn it, the Government condoned the offences of those persons and 
officers who were found guilty hv the tribunal and they are still merrily 
♦ going on and some of them have been promoted to hold better offices. 
Later on what happened?' In subsequent elections that were held in 
the country we noticed that certain Hon’lde Ministers themselves 
Utilised the good offices of the local officials, and when we appealed to 
the Home Department for relief the Home Department turned a deaf 
ear. When 1 appealed to His Excellency the Governor, His Excellency 
the Governor advised me to wait till the Home Department disposed of 
the matter, and the matter 1 * still hanging fire. I have not got relief 
even now, probably because the Law does not give any protection. If 
there was uny legal protection, 1 would have proceeded in luw against 
the Hon'hle Minister concerned, or those aggrieved would have an 
opportunity of proceeding in luw. I apprehend that things like this 
are going to he repeated. When we have democracy we ought to 
realize that unless public life* in the province is purified, the function- 
ing of democracy in a proper atmosphere will become impossible. If 
to-day those persons in authority make use of the machinery of Govern- 
ment to maintain themselves in authority no election can function. 
We have heard just now alsiut a quarter of an hour ago how in a 
particular district elections have been postponed or sought to lie post- 
poned. and the formation of a District Board, a democratic self- 
governing organization, is jMHtjwmed m»e die on a fri\olous plea. We 
had heard day before yesterday in this House how on another occasion 
in the Municipality of Jangipore through the machinations of certain 
influential members who hapjam to curry favour with the present 
Government certain things which happened long ago and for which 
petitions have been duly made to Government are not being dealt with 
. quickly and are still lying under consideration. 1 apprehend that 
these things are going to lie repeated, and the time has come — 
whether it is for the benefit of one section or another, whether it is for 
the Qmgrem Party or for the Muslim League I do not care — and the 
time has come wdien even* party should with one voice claim that we 
must eradicate corruption, bribery and abuse of power from whatever 
quarter it flows. To-day, Sir, standing as I am in the Congm# 
benches, when I lay this claim I do realize also that there might hav« # 
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been similar charges against members of the Congress Government in 
other provinces. There might hav$ been rumour! also about certain 
individuals belonging to the great organization to which I have the 
honour and pleasurl to belong. But, Sir, that does not mean that there 
should be a single person either of the Congress or of the Muslim League 
who would not like a healthy measure of this character to be passed so 
that for all time to come posterity will put an end to the manner in 
which scandalous things are taking place to-day. I crave the induL 
gence of this House to a serious consideration of this matter. I have 
painfully noticed that the Coalition Party has decided to scotch my 
Bill to-day. It has given me pain not because I will not have the 
pleasure of introducing and fathering an important measure of reiorm, 
of this character, but because I do not find in it any attempt to have a 
corresponding Bill introduced or pressed by Government tbenAselves. * 
I am not one of those who would look up for personal publicity or 
vanities. I would he most happy if the HonTde the Chief MinistVr or 
any Minister concerned assures me that within the course of this session 
or the coming session the Government themselves will bring forward 
a Bill of this character. 

Sir, it is more than two years now since this Hill has been before 
the members of this House. On the l?(ith January, 1D38, I gave 
notice of this Bill. Session after session I kept the Bill alive. I wns 
afraid and mightily afraid too that there will he a massacre of the 
innocent, hut that child has through much fostering care been brought 
up more than two years old. and it is a great pity that the Government 
are going to kill the child. 

What has been the opinion of the public with regard to this Bill? 
On the last occasion when the Bill was sent for eliciting public opinion, 
the puhlic of Bengal had an opportunity of expressing themselves, on 
this Bill. I do not know how many of my friends have had the time 
or the energy’ or the inclination to go through the opinions expressed by 
the public. I will just read out a few. Practically the whole section 
of the public to which the Bill was referred was unanimous in 
welcoming the provisions of the measure. There were only one or two 
cases in which there was some doubt expressed about the practical 
aspeet of the punishment clause. Also the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce advised that although the Bill was a very good one, it should, 
come from the Government and should not be left to a private member 
to foster. I have already made that clear. If you can get the Govern- 
ment to give us that assurance. I shall be most happy and I will not 
certainly press to have the wordings of my enactment or my Bill 
accepted. I have proposed a Select Committee to enable the Govern- 
ment, to enable every section of the House concerned, to go through the 
4 details of the provisions clause by clause, section by section, line by 
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line end sentence by sentence and if I cannot convince them about the 
justice or about tiff* fairness or $bout the draftsmanship in my Bill, 
I shall be prepared to accept any alteration that mipht be suggested 
by the Select Committee. But I cannot undeffetaml the attitude 
adopted by the Government party to scotch the Bill forthwith. Sir, 
I will just quote one or two opinions expressed. 

The Chairman of the Hoophly-Chinsura Municipality coni muni* 
' cates : — 

my humble opinion, the Bill is a welcome measure. The abuse 
of power by persons in authority by utilising the services of subordinates 
plaeed under their control in various unlawful ways is a well-known 
fact, and 1 do not know of itn\ Act of any legislature now in force in 
British India which effectively deals with such cases of misdemeanour, 
corruption, and abuse of power by persons placed in public life. The 
sooner the Bill is passed into Law, the better it is for the jmorer and 
less fortunately placed people in Bengal. All lovers of democracy 
without an exception should wholeheartedly support the Bill in its 
entirety. M 

If I d raw the attention of members of the House to the note 
circulated, they will notice that practically everyone unanimously 
welcomed the provisions of the Bill The number of opinions gathered 
so far have been nearly <>'>. I submitted on the last occasion to the 
Hon‘ble*the Chief Minister who then pave me the assurance, that this 
Bill should be sent nut to t In* Bar Libraries of the province for opinion, 
but, Sir. unfortunately the opinions of the Bar Libraries were not 
sought. Still stronger support would then have come. 

Sir, whatever I feel is not a mutter for the House to decide, but I 
would like to tell the House in conclusion that if a healthy measure of 
th is character is sought to 1m* snitched to-day, the responsibility will be 
of those eminent members of the legislature who are now in a major- 
ity and who now control the policy of Government. Let not posterity 
say that the majority party in this House favoured corruption, fostered 
bribery and did not like to eradicate the evils that are to-day existent 
in public life. I<et them think twice, pause for a moment and if they 
search their own hearts, if they carefully examine the provisions of the 
Bill and the implications of it. 1 am perfectly certain that there will 
not be the slightest opposition to a measure of this character and parti- 
cularly* to my motion. My motion is for sendinp it to a Select Com- 
mittee just now. That Select Committee, may, if it likes, have an 
entirely new Bill. That Select Committee— as the Jfon’ble the Chief 
•Minister said on another occasion — mipht place an entirely different 
.form on the Bill, hut the purpose will be there and I most respectfully 
expect the Hon’ble Minister in eharpe of Justice to do me this little 
justice to-day and accept the motion that I have moved. 
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Th. Hon’Me Hmtb MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan BttUKtafi 

Sir, I have very patiently heard the speech of my honourable friend 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. He tried his level best to convince the House 
that he has brought* in a meausre which, if accepted, will be a panacea 
for all evils. ; I am not one of those, Sir, who think that this is at all 
a panacea. If you think that your countrymen are so very bad^hat in 
whatever position they may be, — Ministers, members and councillors— • 
all are subject to corruption and bribery, then better bid good-bye to. 
all democratic principles and let there be a dictator to dictate things 
to you and these things will 1)© all right. I do not belong, Sir, to that 
school of thought 

f 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. I have 
avoided any personal reference in my speech to-day. I know tlmC the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister cannot stand scrutiny himself, also along 
with other Hon’ble Ministers, if I give a catalogue of their misdeeds. 

I would only expect that the Hon’ble Minister will avoid all personal 
reflections 

Mr. SPEAKER. Order, order. He has not made any reflection on 
you. 

The Hon’ble Ntwab MUSHARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

My friend has become very, very anxious. He does not care, to hear 
what the other party has got to say, and I hope that he will kindly give 
us a patient hearing. I personally do not Ijelong to that school of 
thought which believes that the country is so bad that a legislation of 
this kind is the only way to redress the grievances. 1 have not taken 
any office help in my elections from 11)23 onwards. So, it is not always 
the office that secures an election. You must have noticed. Sir, that 
even the gentlemen who wunted to be elected could not secure it with 
the help of officials even. So, I do not believe that in the matter of 
election it is official interference that succeeds. On the contrary, I 
have found that whenever any official interferes in an election, that 
election has proved a failure. (Cries of “Hear, hear” from the Coali- 
tion benches.) That is my own experience, Sir. If my friend now 
thinks that interference by an official can change the mind of the 
people at all in this democratic age, he is not probably right. At this 
time when everybody knows what he is actually doing; if any official 
will try to influence a voter he will resent it. He will at once flay that 
he will not vote on that side. That is how my friends in the Congress 
benches have fought their election. Can they say that their election 
could have been stopped by any opposition ? If that was ao, then the' 
Opposition benches would have disappeared altogether! Exactly in the 
same way in these benches also anybody who came to any official for 
helping him in the election failed. So, there is absolutely no reason 
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lor anybody to apprehend that in election affairs official interference 
will bring any good*to any person who indulges in it. So, his idea that 
this will be a very good cure for official interference is not correct. In 
this Bill Dr. Sanyal wants to control the actions of officials. I can tell 
you, Sir, that Government has already adopted rules for the conduct of 
Governsnent officials. The very word which my friend has used in his 
'Bill is a facsimile copy of the rules that Government has framed for the 
•conduct of Government officials. Government is the employer of 
persons. If Government now has accepted all these rules for the con- 
duct ai Government officers, I see no reason why a legislation of this 
bind has become necessary. I would refer my friend to the Govern* 
# meitt Servants Conducts Rules, corrected up to 1st January, 1989. If 
he would care to listen to me — not to speak of others (laughter) — he will 
fiud’that these rules contain exactly all the principles which he wants 
to enunciate here, and he has simply copied those rules here. My 
friend is under the impression that simply because these rules cannot 
be framed under the Government of India Act, 1985, Government has 
not done anything. If he had any mind to know and if he had only 
enquired from the Secretariat, he would have got copies of these rules 
which contain everything that he wants in this Bill. Ho 1 say, Sir, 
that there is no justification for an enactment of this kind. 

Sir, if vou permit me I may make mention of one or two point* in 
the Bill which are very objectionable. The first point of objection is 
that the*mover of the Bill is a layman who wants to make an attempt 
at legislation without any knowledge of the principles of law and ho 
wants to disregard all the established principles of law and make a new 
principle. For example, he wants to tell us here in India and not in 
France that if a man is guilty, the accused will have to prove his 
innocence. But is that practice followed here under the Criminal Taw? 
Is there any such principle of law either in India or in the British 
Tales? The salutary principle followed here is that the prosecution 
have to prove the guilt of the accused. 

Sir, fhen as regards the procedure he says that it should lie done as 
a civil case, but we very seldom hear civil courts punishing a man 
ordinarily for such an offence. There may Is* just one or two cases 
where civil court has been given the authority, but we should not allow 
civil courts to deal with all cases that may come under this law. So, 
taking into consideration the fact that Government have already got 
rules 

Qr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: For Government servant* only and 
•not for Ministers or for Corporation officials. 

Tht Hoct’bta Nawab MUSHARRUFF H OSS A IN, Khan Bahadur I 

Ministers have also been referred to in the Rules. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA S/CnYAL: Which rule, please? 

c 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

You have never cared to read the rules. Let me read out the relevant 
rule: If, being 1 the Governor-General, or a Governor, Lieutenant- 
Governor or Chief Commissioner, or a Member of the ExecutiveXkmncil 
of the Governor-General or of a Governor or Lieutenant-Governor, or* 
being a Minister appointed under this Act 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. «May I 
submit, Sir, that that is a quotation from the Government of India Act, 
1919, section 124 (4) which has now been deleted? The Hon’ble 
Minister does not know that. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H OSSA IN, Khan Bahadur: 

That is a thing which has been accepted by this Government. It might 
have been deleted in the Government of India Act but that does not 
mean that the whole thing has been put a stop to by this Government. 
On the contrary, I may tell you that this Government has accepted all 
these Rules in toto and the whole thing lias been corrected up to 1939. 
So all these things are there and we are working them out. Now, if 
you say that the Government are silent and have allowed everything 
to lapse and have not done anything in this direction, I am afraid, you 
are wrong. Government have accepted these salutary principles and 
they are working them out. So what justification can there be for 
anybody to come here and say that Government have done nothing in 
this direction during the last four years 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir, may we 
know if there is any provision in the Government of India Act or any 
legal authority on this point? Sir, there is no use repeating the saihe 
thing and accusing us of want of knowledge. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If you are not satisfied, I cannot help it. 

Tht Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

It would be merely repetition of things if I would again speak on thig 
point. So, under the circumstances, I believe, there is no justification 
for bringing in such a Bill and I oppose it. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the Bengal Misdemeanour 
Bill, 1939, be referred to u Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur, 

(2) Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, 

(3) I>r. Syamnpraaad Mookerjee, 
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( 4 ) Mr. Fa*lur Rahman (Dacca), 

(5) Mr. Syed Badruddoja, 

(6) Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar, 

(7) Mr. Pulin Behan Mulliek, 

(8^ Mr. Framatha Nath Banerjee, and 
(9) the mover, 

wuh instructions to submit their report by the 30th September, 1940, 
the mftnber of members forming the quorum being five, was then put 
and a division taken with the following result : 


Am— m. 


ANiUiMar M«m, Hr. Ml. 
Akka^Wahak, Maaltl. 

Akatak Kkaa, Mr. lyU. 

Baaarjl, Mr. P. 

Baaarjl, Mr. tatfa Prlya. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. Oikaatk. 

Baaarjat, Dr. Oaratk Okaakra. 
Barat, Baka Praaikari. 

Baraiaa. 8 aka Skyaaa Pratak. 
Bata. Mr. laatatk Kaaar. 

Bitwat, Baka Laktkai Harayaa. 
Bitwat, Mr. |arta«rt Balk. 
Qkafcrakarty, Mr. katiakra Natk. 
Ofcattayakkyay, Mr. Mtrlyaka. 
Okaakkarl, Rai Nartaira Maik. 
Bat Bayta, Baka Kkaftakra Ra(k. 
Datta. Mr. Dkirtakra Matfc. 

Dalai, Mr. Maraakra Ratk. 

Baay aly, Mr. Pratal Okaakra. 
Bkaaa, Mr. Atal Kritkaa. 

Baaat, Mr. I. A. 

Bayta, Mr. kagatk Okaakra. 
ttaaaa All Okawkkary, Mr. lyak. 
kap rl ailla Haakaaiy, Mr. tyak. 
kaaak AILMaJaatkar. Maaltl. 
Kkaa, Mr. Dakaakra Latl 
Kaaur, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 

Kaaka, Mr.UltMUia Ratk. 


Maid, Mr. Bikaaja Bakart. 

Maltra. Mr. laraakra Makaa. 

Malaaikar, Mrt. Mtaayrata. 

Mtjawkar, Mr. kaaaaakra Okaakra. 

Mai, Mr! Itwar Okaakra. 

Maakal, Mr. Aairlta La*. 

Maalraaiaaiaa Itltwakakl, Maalaaa Mk. 
Maykal Naaaala, Mr. 

Mafcktrjaa, Mr. Tarakaatk, M.B.I. 
Mafcktrjaa, Mr. B. 

Makkarjt, Dr. Ikaral Okaakra. 

Matllak, Irtjat Atkafatk. 

Ratkar, Mr. Naai Okaakra. 

Raatkar All, Mr. tyak. 

Pa*a, Mr. Baraka Prauaaa. 

Praaiaaik, Mr. Tartatakaraa. 

Raailaakkla Afcaiak. Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara Okaakra. 

Ray, Mr. Maaaiatka Ratk. 
taayal, Dr. Rallaaktka. 
laa, Mr. Atal Okaakra. 

Ita, Rai Bakakar katatk Okaakra. 

Ota* Bayta, Mrt. BaMIt. 

•kakakall, Mr. 

•laka, Irijal Maalakrt Bkataa, 

Oar, Mr. Maraakra Kaatar. 

Tkakar, Hr. Praaiatka fttajaa. 

WMIar Rakaiaa, Maaltl. 


HOC ft — w. 


Akkal Aata, Maalaaa Mk. 

AMat Matt, Mr. Mlraa. 

Akkal Nikita, Maahrl. 

Akkal Haklai Vlkraaiyarl, Maahrl Mk. 
Akkal Maatik tkak, Maatat. 

A kk al Kakar, Mr. (aRaa Lai Maak). 
Akkal Karlai, Mr. 

Akkal JteJM, fr. kyak. 

• Akkal Wakak Rkaa, Mr. 


AMkar Bata Okawkkary, Kkaa Bakakar MaaivL 
I Akal Qaatatt, Maaltl. 

Aftak All. Mr. 

Akaak AH taayatyart, Kkaa Bakakar Maalaaa. 

| Afcawk All Mrfkka, Maaltl. 

Affatakkkt Akaak, Kkaa Bakakar Maahrl. 
AatfaaRak, Kkaa Baklk Maaltl. 

Aavarat Atla^ Kkaa Bakakar IM. 

AakrataH AH, Mr. M. 


Akkaltak-aJ Makawak, Mr. 
klkkar Bakaaa. Kkaa Bakakar A. f. M. 
Akkar Raaf, Kkaa OaMk Maahrl t. * 
Akkar Dana*. MaahrL 
Akkaa Bkakaak, Maahrl Mk. 


Aalak, Maatala Kkaa, Kkaa Bakakar Maaltl. 
Aakar AH, Maaltl. 

* Bakr akk t|a, Mr. Sytk. 

: BaB-Nart Mitt P. B. 

) Bhrkaiyrt, Mr Mtaty, Bart 
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tfcwM, Mr. Radk Ld. 

Bratbar, Mr. f, C. 

Oblyy »!»#•*•, Mr. W. 

Dm, DM llkik Kirn IkUM. 

Dm*. Ilka Oabtabra Hath. 

Ibbar, Mr. Upaabraaatb. 
faiHatf Kata Obaarbhary, Mr. M. 

Farfcat liw Khaaaat, Dagaai. 

Facial Mag, tba Maa'bla Mr. A. K. 

Fatlal Qaabir, Kbaa Bababar Maatvl. 

Fadar Rabaiaa, Mr. (Myataatlagb). 

•da«, larwar Mtnalal, Mr. Ibab Sytb. 
Mabiballab, tba Maa’bla Naarab Bababar K., af 
Data*. 

HamWaUla Ab»ab, K baa tab lb. 

MaMaaaiaaiaa, Maalvi Mb. 

Maabaai All Kbaa, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi. 

Nadaa Martbab, Mri. M.B.K. 

Mataaidly baaiabar, Kbaa lahlb Maalvi. 

Matbtai All Kbaa, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi. 

Ibria Abaiab Mia, Maalvi. 

balalabbla Abaiab, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi. 

KaMrabbla Kbaa, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi. 

Kama All Mlrta, bablbtaba Kawaa bah »,tb. 
Ktaaaby, Mr. I. fl. 1 

Mafttabbla Abaiab, Maalvi. 

Magalra, Mr. L. T. 

Maabal, Mr. Blrat Okaabra. 

Maabal, Mr. bayat Ohaabra. 

Marlabla, Mr. r. b. 

Maryaa, Mr. B., B.I.B. 

Matlaai All Mallah, Maalvi M. 

Mahaamab Altai, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi tyab 


kaaiaiab IbrdKai, Maatvl. 

(aaiaiab larafl, Maatvl. 
laaiaMb •Mblfi*, Kbaa Bababar Dr. tyab. 
waaaaiaiab taldaiaa, «baa tabib Maalvi. 
Malllafc, tha Maa'bla Mr. Makaaba Babary. 
MatbarraV Marsala, tba Haa'Ma Naarab, Khai 
Bababar. 

Mattayawsal Ma*aa, Mr. tyab. 

Madafa All Dtvta, Maatvl. * 

Baaby, tba Maa’bla Maharaja tritabaabra,' ai 
Oaadaibatar. 

Naaarallab, Nawabtaba K. 

Kadaiabbia, tba Maa'bla Khwaja Mr, K.O.I.I. 
Rabaiaa, Kbaa Bababar A. M. L. 

Raihat tba Maa'bla Mr. rraaaaaa Dab. « 

Rajibabbia Tarafbar, Maalvi. 

Ray, Mr. Obaaaaajay, 

Ray, Mr. Patiraai. 
labarabbia Abaiab, Mr. 
tabaka Alaai, Mr. tyab. 
lallai, Mr. t. A. 
tartar, Baba Mabbasabaa. 
lirbir, Baba Utta Maaba. 
laiith, Mr. H. Brabaat 
•tavaa, Mr. b. W. R. 
takriwarby, tba Haa’Ma Mr. H. I. 

Tamiiabbia Kbaa, tba Maa'bla Mr. 

Talal Abaiab Cbaabbary, Maalvi Ma|l. 

W altar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Whltahaab, Mr. R. B 
Worbiwartb, Mr. W. C. 

Zahar Abmab Cbaabbary, Maalvi. 


TIk* Ayes being f)(> un<! 8!l, 


the motion was lost. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On u point of order. Sir. May I 
dr, w ><>ur attention to rule 51 where it is stated that the period of 
no tee of « mot, on Mo take a Bill into eonsideration should he 21 days 

am1 r- v" i ,r leas u, “ s '- k - r - — h is po™ i 

t'Zii "" r 1 i" .w .ii.i 

L ■ of a Mvrt Committee, I presume that 

nw,n and" r ‘IT " f . <iov ‘: rnnu,,,< *» ''“'e the Bill discussed straight- 
" • . ! lu,t 1 ,h< ' consideration of the Bill be proceeded with I there- 

fore submit that you may for*, the necessity „f n ,v trivin* 21 days' 

"n wmi of ' T ‘° T, ' ,m ‘ ‘ he Bil1 W takeD in ‘<> consideration 

exorcise of the power vested jn you under sub-section (2) of Rale 61 . 


*******'• I will consider the matter later on, not tWav. I 

T, h * * tf> glTe mv careful consideration Wore I give my decision 
Meantime, you nm^ give notice. * * v aecwiOB * 
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The Bengal Non-Agrioultunl Tenancy Bill, IBM. 

Ir. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: 1 beg to move that the Bengal 

-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1939, be referred to a Select Committee 

consisting of — 

(1) The Hon hle^Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, 
f2) Dr. Syumaprasad Mookerjec, 

(3) Maharaja Sushi Kanta Acharyya Choudhury, of Muktagacha, 
• My men singh, 

# (4) Dr. II. C. Mukherji, 

(5) Mr. C. Griffiths, 

•(6) Maulvi Aulad Hussain Khan, 

(7) Maulvi Idris Ahmed Mia, 

# <H) Mr. A’ dulla-al Muhmond, 

(9) Maulvi Abu 1 1 ossa in Sarkar, 

(10) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Shah Abdur Rauf, 

(11) Mr. P. R. Tlmkur, 

(12) Mr. Dbirendru Nath Dutta, 

(13) Mr. Susanka Sekhar Sanyal, and 

(14) Mr. Nishithu Nath Kumlu (mover), 


with instructions to submit their rejMirt by the 10th November, 1940, 
the number of members forming the quorum being five. 

1 need n«»t recapitulate the provision* of the Bill, bemuse 1 gave the 
substance the provisions while in trod m ing the Bill last session. We 
have in the last session euacted a law, namely, the Bengal Nou-Agri- 
cultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Bill staying the suits and 
execution proceedings. What is needed now really is that a complete 
and comprehensive enactment defining the rights and status of the 
a&ricultTiral tenants should lie passed without further delay. Now, in 
the fitness of things after eliciting public opinion on nty Bill, this Bill 
should be referred to a Select Committee for finally enacting it into law. 
The Temporary Provisions Act has given rise to difficulties. In the 
suits that are pending lief ore the courts parties have filed important 
documents to prove their respective cases. Now they cannot receive 
back those documents and use them for other purposes. Then again, 
in a case which is pending before the Hon’ hi© the High Court, reference 
baa been made either to a Full Bench or Special Bench for a decision 
• on the point as to whether this Legislature was competent to pass a law 
like that, whether this enactment was ultra uirex or not of this 
Legislature. As far as I have been able to gather from the Govern- 
ment of India Act, I am positive that this enactment is not ultra %'irtt 
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of the Legislature. But thin, Sir, it may be decided otherwise. If It* 
is decided that this Temporary Provisions Act 4 ultra vires of this 
Legislature, the fate of the non-agricultural tenants* can be better 
imagined than described. With onq voice this House admitted the 
importance and urgency of this Bill, and I do not understand why 
the Government is not introducing a complete |nd comprehensive Bill 
defining the rights and status of the non-agrictfcltiural tenants. It is. 
for these reasons that I had to give notice of this Bill* for referring it, 
to a Select Committee. We have no mind to keep alive this Bill if 
Government. will themselves come forward within a reasonable time 
with a complete Bill, but we do not see any sign yet that the Govern- 
ment will at all introduce a comprehensive Bill during its tenure. 

I have received about 72 or 73 opinions on my Bill; 35 municipalities 
have expressed their opinion on my Bill out of which 29 municipalities • 
have expressed themselves in favour of my Bill and 6 against. Out of 
12 district boards opining in respect of the provisions of this Bill 10 
have supported my Bill and 2 have opposed it. Out of 8 Lawyers’ Asso- 
ciations 5 have supported the Bill and 3 have opposed it. Out of 2 
Peoples’ Associations giving opinion one lias given for and one against 
the Bill. Five bodies have expressed no opinions. Two Chambers of 
Commerce, 2 individual zemindars and 5 Landlords’ Associations have 
all expressed their opinion against the Bill. All told, 45 of the bodies 
have supported my Bill, sometimes with some modifications and 22 
opposed the Bill. I find that Mr. Khwajn Shuhubuddin lias given 
notice of an amendment for recirculation for the purpose of eliciting 
further opinion on the Bill. Sir, if it is the intention of the House that 
only for want of proper opinions the Government are not introducing 
any Bill, I submit thut here there are opinions received already which 
are sufficient to convince that a comprehensive Bill of this nature is long 
overdue. Sir, it will not be out of place to mention here that the 
Government have already udmitted more than once that there is a 
necessity for such a Bill being enacted into law. Now, as regards the 
provisions in my Bill 1 must admit there ha> been opinion expressed that 
there are provisions in this Bill which are ot a very radical and drastic 
nature; but, Sir, if this Bill is referred to a Select Committee there will 
be ample opportunity to change those provisions which will be thought 
of by the majority in the Select Committee — as also by the majority in 
the House when it will come here for consideration — to be of a drastic 
nature and they would l* at perfect liberty to change such provisions. 
So I do not find any reason for sending this Bill for recirculation, 
especially in view of the fact that there has been a reference to a Special 
Bench for the decision, of the point that this Temporary Provisions Act 
has been ultm vires of this legislature. I do not like to take any more 
time of the House but I will only request the Hon’hle Minister in charge 
to consider seriously the points I have raised and to see if it is not 



lMfcf NQN-QFFICIAL MEMBERS’ BIELS. M 

passible to take up this BM1 and modify itfin such a way tbit it may 
suit all the parties concerned if this Bill is enacted into law. 

With these fetf words, Sir, I commend my motion to the House for 
acceptance. 

Tf»«Hofi 9 M6 Sir B1J0Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. I rise to 
oppose this moticrt^* and the arguments for opposing the motion 
have d)een supplied by my frieud the mover of the Bill himself, 
namely, that opinions have already been reeeived on certain clauses of 
this Bill and so it rt^quires no recirculation. Now the proposal is to 
refer the Bill to a Select Committee. If you fefer the Bill to a Select 
# Conftnittee the House naturally accepts the principles of the Bill, which 
Government are not in a position to agree to. Government are not pre- 
* pared ^o accept the principles underlying this Bill. Sir, my friend 
the mover of the Bill has referred to certain complications that have 
ari&Jh because of the Temporary Provisions Bill passed by this House 
at the instance of Government in the last session. Now I venture to 
think that the Bill which he now seeks to refer to a Select Committee 
will only make confusion worse confounded. So it is only proper that 
no further Bill should he referred to a Select Committee and the 
House should not commit itself to principles of a Bill of this character. 
Sir, Go\ eminent are committed to a comprehensive legislation regard- 
ing 1 non-^gricultural tenancies and they appointed a committee to go 
into the whole problem. The committee have been considering this 
question. We have not yet received the recommendations of the com- 
mittee and Government cuunot undertake legislation 1m* fore they 
receive the recommendations of that committee. 1 hope the House 
will realise that the Temporary Provisions Bill received unanimous 
support in this House from members belonging to all sections. That 
I believe has given sufficient respite to the tenants and there is no 
immediate urgency for further legislation ; at least there is no justifica- 
tion for ^my further hurried legislation and Government propose to 
give due consideration to the recommendations of the committee they 
have appointed to go into the whole problem very carefully, to prepare 
their own Bill and come before this House. 

So in this view of the matter, Sir, 1 hope the honourable member 
will withdraw hie motion. If he does not then I would respectfully 
* request the members of the House to reject his motion. 

The motion of Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu that the Bengal Non- 
Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1939, lie referred to a Select Committee con- 
sisting of— 

(1) The Hou'ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singb Roy, 

( 2 ) Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, 
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(3) Maharaja Sashi K<^uta Acharyya Ohoudhury, of Muktagacha, 

Mymensmgh, 

(4) I)r. H. C. Mukherji, * 

(5j Mr. C. Griffiths, 

(6) Maulvi Aulad Hossain Khan, 

(7) Maulvi Idris Ahmed Mia, 

(8) Mr. Abdull-al Mahmood, 

(9) Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar, 

(10) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Shah Abdur Itauf, 

(11) Mr. Promatha Ranjan Thakur, 

(12) Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, 

(13) Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, and 

(14) Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu (mover), 

with instructions to submit their report by the 10th November, 1940, 
the number of members forming the quorum being five, was then put 
and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE0 5J. 


AMal JiHir Him, Nr. Hi. 
Altai WiM, Naalvi. 

AhawP Kin, Nr. lyil. 

Baaarji, Nr. P. 

BaaarH, Nr. latya Arty*. 

Baaarjss, Nr. Mhaath. 

ImrjH, Or. ftamh Oluln. 
lama, INi PraMharl. 

Bar mm. Bill ihyaate P r a ia! . 
Bat*, Nr. Saatssh KaMsr. 

Biswas, Bala UkslMi Marayaa. 
Biswas, Nr. larsaPr a Natl, 
•hahraharty, Nr. Satlasra Nath. 
P hattep a P hyay, Nr. MartpaPa. 
OhaaPhari, Bai NaraMra Nath. 
Bai Bapte, Bala KSayaaira Natl, 
•alia. Nr. BWtaaPra Nath. 

Oatat, Nr. NiiaaPra Nath. 
Baafaty, Nr. Pratal OhaaPr t. 
Bhaaa, Nr. Atai Rrtahaa. 

Bapta, Nr. Bapash phaaPra. 

Hasaa AN Ph twP har y. Nr. Iy«h 
PNa la iPta Nashsaiy, Nr. I yah. 
talaa. Nr. I. 0. 

Naal AN Najaatear, NaaM. , 
Nhaa, Nr. B shsapra UN. 

Kiaar, Nr. AM PhaMra. 


Kant a, Nr. Nishitha Nath. 

NsHi. Nr. Nlhaaja Bahari. 

Naltra, Nr. taraaira Nahaa. 

NaJiMiar, Nra. Htaaprava. 

NajaiMar, Nr. iimNra OhaaPra. 

Nal, Nr. Iswar OhaaPra. 

Naapal, Nr. A write UN. 

NaaPaJ, Nr. PapaaPra Bath. 

NMPai, Nr. Krishna PrasaP. 
Niitruuaii IsteMaPhaPi. Naateaa NP. 
Naphal Haute, Nr. 

Nahharjsa, Nr. B. 

NaWth, trljat Ashatash. 

Bashar, Nr. Nsm OhaaPra. 

Paia, Nr. BaraPa Prasaaaa. 

PraaMum, Nr. Tartelsharaa. 

Ka w to a P Pte AhawP, Nr. 

Bay, Nr. Ohara OhaaPra. 

Bay, Nr. NMaatha Bath, 
laayai. Or. N s li aahsha. 

Saa, Nr. Atal Chaapra. 
taa-Bapte, Nr*. Kate*. 

IhshsPai, Nr. 

Iteha, trljat Naateira Bhassa. 

Thahar, Nr. Prawalha Baajaa. 

Walter titan, Naatet. 
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HOIS — Ml • 


MM Ask, MhAu M. • i 

AkRal Mata, Mr. kni. • 

AMU Naki« VikftMMH, MaaNI MR. 

AkRal Bari*. Mr. 

AkRal MajM. Mr. IfaR. 

AkRatta-al MMaM, Mr. 

MM Rslpas, KM* Isksltr A. f. M. 

AMsr RtttkM iskaM, Mr. - 
ASM Mat, KM IsMS MhM I. 

. AIM Ramk, MaaNI. 

AM as tkiSM, MaaNI MR. 

AMRar Rata OkavRkary, Kiss BakaRar MaaNI. 

Aftafc A% Mr. 

AkaMR AI4 Eaayatyari, Kkaa BakaRar Maataaa. 

AhaiaR AU HriRka. Maalvl. 

AkaMR Maasala, Mr. 

AMaaaRRIa AkaMR, Kkaa BaMRar Maalvl. 

AariaaHak, Kkaa lakik Maalvl. 

AavdtaPAalai Khaa BakaRar MR. 

A sfcra tali. Mr. M. 

AalaR Hataala Kkaa, Kkaa BakaRar Maatvl. 

Askaa AH, Maalvl. 

BaRraRRaJa, Mr. IfaR. 

Bad- Mart. Hisa. F. B. 

Birtaiyra, sir Haary, Bari 
Bfawaa, Mr. Baaik Lai. 

C Mff a aR a la . Mr. R. W, 

Das. Ral laklk Kim Bkaaaa. 

KRkar. Mr. UyaaRraaatk. 

FarkaR Rasa OkaaRkary, Mr. M. 

Farkat Ba«a Kkaaaai. !«(■■ 

Fastal QaaRtr, Kkaa BakaRar MaaNI. 

Faslar Rakaaaa, Mr. (Hy*a— layk). 

Balaai Sara A Maaalai. Mr. tkak SfaR. 

MaMkaRak. tka Maa’kla Haaak BakaRar K M at 
O aaaa. 

MaariRaRRIa AkaMR. Kkaa lakik. 

Maaaaanaaiaa, MaaNI MR. 

Maakaai AN Kkaa, Kkaa BakaRar MaaNI. 

KWh MarakaR. Mrv. M.B.f . 

HataaiaNy RaaiaRar, Kkaa kaklk MaaNI. 

H a ywaaR, Mr. Rayari. 


[ IRH* AkaMR, Mia, MaaNI 

RataNRRla AkaaR. Kkaa BakaRar Maatai 
kaklraRRia Kkaa, Kkaa BakaRar Maa NI 
Kataai AN Nirsa, SakMiaRa Kawaa Rak tyaR, 
KtaaaRy, Mr. 1. 1. 

MaksaRRIa AkaMR, MaaNI. 

ManRat, Mr, Bleat OkaaRra. 

Maaaal, Mr. Ra«al OkaaRra. 

MarlaRla, Mr. F. R. 

MakaaiaiaR Atsai, Kkaa BakaRar MaaNI IfaR. 
Maka**aR llRRNaa, Kkaa BakaRar Dr. lyaR. 
MakaaiaiaR taJatauM, Kkaa lakM MaalaL 
Makkarjaa, Mr. Tarakaatk. M.B.C. 

M a Hick, tka Haa'ktt Mr. MakaaRa Bakary. 
Maakarraff Maaaala, tka MaaKt Naval Kkaa 
BakaRar. 

Mastaf aa sal Majaa, Mr. lyaR. 

Maatata AM Davaa, MaaNI. 

NaaRy. (ka Maa'kla Mafcaraja trtaalaaRra, af 
eaaalMkasar. 

NasareBak, BavaksaRa K. 

Rail«aRRN, tka Maa'kla Kkvaja ttr. K.B.I X, 
Bakaiaa, Kkaa BakaRar A. M. L. 

Nalfcat, tka Maa'kla Mr. Fraaaaaa Dak. 

Basaar Bafcvaa Bkaa, Mr. 

Bay, Mr. Dkaaaa)ay. 

Bay, Bai BakaRar lUktraR OkaaRra* 
laRaraRRia AkaMR. Mr. 
lakaka-Alaai, Mr. tyaR. 

«aM«. Hr. *. A. 

larkar, Bafca MaRkaaaRaa. 

taataaa, Mr. Bakart. 

taa, Bal BakaRar Rafaak OkaaRra. 

llrRar, Baka LHta MaaRa. 

lattl. Mr. M. Brakaat. 

lakravarRy, tka Maa’kla Mr. M. 0. 

Tata! AkaMR OkaaRkary, MaaNI Majl. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

WkMakaaR, Mr. B. B. 

Warkawartk, Mr. W. 0. 

Zakar AkaMR OkaaRkary, MaaNI. 


The Aye* !>eing 53 itnd the Noes 80, tin* motion was lost. 


Th« Bengal Prohibition Bill, 1B39. 

Raj HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr Speaker, Sir, I I** 
to move that the Bengul Prohibition Hill, IfKW, he referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The lion 'Me Mr. Praaanna Deb Raikut, 

( 2 ) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alfazuddin Ahmed, 

(3) Mr. K. Nooruddin, 

(4) Mr. Razaur Rahman Khan, 

(5) Mr. Anukul Chandra Das, 

Maulvi Abu Iloasain Sarkar, 
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(7) Mr, Shyama Prosad Barman, 

(8) Dr. H. 0. Mukherjee, 

(9) Maharaja Sashi Kanta Acharyva Cbowdhury, of Mukfcagacba, 

Mymensingh, 

(10) Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, 

(11) Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, 

(12) Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee, 

(13) Mr, Atul Chandra Sen, 

(14) Mr. A. M. A. Zaman, and 

(15) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 16th August, 1940, the * 
number of members forming the quorum being five. 

Sir, the object of my Bill, as stated in the Statement of Objects and 
Reasons, may have attracted the notice of honourable members whether 
on this side or on the other side of the House. Members who have 
taken care to go through the provisions of the Bill maj have also seen 
that my object is no other than to provide a machinery for giving 
effect to a scheme of prohibition. Without such a machinery, Sir, 
it is not possible to give effect to uuy scheme of prohibition that may 
be launched by a Government. 

Sir, the necessity and expediency of introducing prohibition schemes, 

1 think, will not be questioned after the scbeme> that have been adopted 
in the other provinces and the success that hu» attended such schemes. 
Now, Sir, honourable members who have cared at least to go through 
the opening clause of the Bill may have seen that 1 have not proposed 
to make Bengal “dry” overnight. My immediate object is to extend 
the scheme of prohibition to an important district of the province, 
namely, to the district of 24-Pargauas. That is the one district that 
I have mentioned in this Bill ; otherwise, Sir, 1 do not propose that 
.schemes of prohibition should be launched now and immediately in all 
4he districts of the province — that is not my idea though some have 
Misinterpreted it as such. 

Now, Sir, it may be asked why I have chosen to mention 24-Par- 
ganas as the district to start with in my scheme of prohibition — why 
I have selected 24-Pargauas as the district that must be made “dry” 
before others? Now, Sir, my point is that 24-Pargauas is one of those 
districts that suffer most from the drink and drug evil. Sir, our 
Government is never tired of repeating that it has introduced prohibi- 
tion in Noakhali, but may I ask what was the consumption of drink or 
drug in Noakhali? Drug has not been prohibited there, only drink 
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has been. But what was the consumption of liquor in Noakhali? 

only a few hundred gallons, and what is that. Sir, but a drop in the 
ocean of about six lakhs of L.P. gallons of country spirit alone that 
are consumed ail over Bengal. Sir, other provinces have by this time 
gone very much ahead with their schemes of prohibition. Honourable 
we mb As are aware that in Madras they have extended prohibition to at 
least three if not to four districts. By 193K — that is by the end of 
the financial year of IMS — Madras had prohibition introduced in three 
of he^ districts and that too in one of the most important districts, one 
of the most highly populated districts, in Madras, namely, Salem. 

I lyn reading from the Administration Report for !M<) : “The Madras 
Prohibition Act of 1M7 was brought into force from 1st October. 1M7, 

• in aI1 d from 1st October, IMS, in the Chittoor and Puddapuh 

districts. So, in tin* course of the very first two years of the assump* 

of office by the Congress Ministry they in Madras introduced pro- 
hihition in three districts including one of tin* biggest districts as 1 have 
said. Now, Sir, in the P tilled Provinces they started with the Ktah 
and Mainpuri districts, dn the course of two \ears they thought it 
expedient to extend the prohibition scheme to tour other districts of the 
Province. In introducing the budget for lMS-.tM- that wan the last 
budget presented by the Congress Ministry in the Pnited Province* — 
the Finance Minister of the Pnited Pro* inces observed thus: “Ixist year 
prohibition was introduced in two districts. The success of the experi- 
ment has confirmed (iovernuieut in the lielief that in our country tradi- 
tion, belief, and practice are all in favour of abstinence. For the next 
year Government have decided to extend prohibition to four more dis- 
tricts, namely, Badaun, Furakkabad, Bijnor and Juunpur.” Now let 
us take the case of our sister province* Bihar, and you will find. Sir, 
that there also prohibition has been achieved in one of the biggest dis- 
tricts, namely, Sunin. They have chosen to forgo an excise revenue 
of more than Its. S lakhs in that one district alone Not only that, 
Sir. Tl!ey have extended prohibition to the districts of Ranchi and 
Huzurihagh as well, and also to parts of the big district of MuzafTarpur. 

Now, Sir, that being the position all around us, I think it is high 
time for the Government of Bengal, at least iu the interest of its good 
name, not only to introduce prohibition technically hut to ho serious 

• in this matter and make substantial progress with a large-wale scheme 
of prohibition in this province. Sir, I doubt, but still 1 venture to 
hope, that in Bengal under a predominantly Muslim Government such 
a request, will not be a cry in the wilderness. 

Sir, I am going again, to refer to the question why I have suggested 
that 24-Parganas should be selected for introducing a major probth** 
tion scheme. It will he seen on a reference to the latest Excise Report 
that 24-Parganas of all districts is the second heaviest consumer of 
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liquor in Bengal. It consumes as much as 52 thousand and odd L.P. 
gallons of country liqour in one single year. It is tie -first in consump- 
tion of foreign liquor. So far as I remember, the figure is 36 
thousand and odd gallons annually. Then, Sir, it is the first in the 
matter of consumption of opium. It consumes as much as 4,330 seers 
of opium ; the second heaviest consumer of opium, which is nowiere ih 
comparison with 24-Parganas, is Midnapore with its consumption of 
2,445 seers only. It is the first in order of— I won’t say of merit but 
of demerit in the consumption of ynnja ; it consumes as much a^ 5,213 
seers. It takes the first place in the matter of consumption of bhanjx 
and it takes the second place, Sir, in the consumption of that irost 
injurious of all hemp drugs, namely, charas. The district of 24- 
Parganas is, therefore, in my idea one of the worst sinners ir this 
province. The magnitude of drink evil prevalent here will be better 
realised if I suy that 24-Parganas consumes more country liquor than 
the Divisions of Chittagong and Dacca combined. Chittagong and 
Dacca Divisions with their seven districts consume less country spirit 
thuu 24-Parganas alone does. Of course, it iff somewhat due to the fact 
that 24-Parganas is an industrial district. But that cannot alone 
account for the fact of the extraordinary heavy consumption of drug 
or liquor here. It is also to he noted, and noted with regret, by the 
Hindu members that the Western Bengal districts are generally the 
worst sinners in this respect — Burdwan, 24-Parganas, Midnapore, 
llooghly anti Howrah, besides the Hon’ble Minister’s own district of 
Jalpaiguri and his neighbour Darjeeling. 1 would, therefore, expect 
Government, if they are really serious about prohibition, to start with 
an important district and not to triHe with the scheme of prohibition 
by launching it in Noakhali where the consumption of liqour was only 
600 or 600 gallous. That may soothe the conscience of a pre- 
dominantly Muslim Government, hut that cannot l»e taken as a sincere 
attempt to tackle the question of prohibition in this province. 

Sir, there is another point to answer. When I just referred to my 
proposal of introducing prohibition in 24-Parganas, my honourable 
friend, the Excise Minister, was shaking his head showing his 
determination not to yield to my arguments. Probably he is afraid 
that he will have to forgo a large part of the excise revenue if he 
takes up the scheme of prohibition in the district of 24-Parganas. 
But, Sir, what, after all, is the revenue he is likely to lose? 24-Par- 
ganas yields, so far as my calculation goes, Rs. 17 to IB lakhs of 
revenue taking both the drink-revenue and the drugs-revenue into con- 
sideration. But what advance this Government is making in the 
matter of collection of excise revenue? Since this Government came 
into office, it has made much progress in the matter of collection of 
excise revenue. Sir, in 1935-36, our excise revenue — the total of grow 
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receipts stood at Rs. 1,37 lakhs and by 1938-39, by the good administra- 
tion of the present Government the character of which will be unfolded 
later 


( A* +> »i« W« use adjourned for 20 minutes.) 

(.4/fer adjournment,) 

Rl^ HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURIl Sir, I was developing 
before the recess my arguments on the point as to what would be the 
possible loss if the scheme of prohibition lie extended to the district of 
24-Parganas. I was telling the House that the Government would ut 
* the mest lose something like u revenue of Its. 17 to 18 lakhs. Hut, 
Sir, during the last two years, tho present Government have already 
developed their excise revenue by more than that amount. In 1936-30, 
the excise revenue of the province stood at Rs. 1,37 lakhs, but during 
the next two years, 1937-38 and 1938-39, it has jumped up to Us. 1,02 
lakhs, that is, the excise revenue has increased by Rs. 26 lakhs. 
Therefore, if the Government have got to forego even the w'hole of the 
excise revenue yielded by the district of 24-l , argunas, the income of 
the Government under the head “Excise" will not go below the figure 
of 1930-37, that is, the year with which the old regime ended. On the 
coutrary,*it will have a sufficient margin also of added revenue, lu 
these circumstances, I think, the Government need not be too much 
afraid of introducing prohibition in a big district like 24-Parganns. 
What, after all, is the Government programme? The Government pro- 
gramme probably will la* unfolded in the speech of the Uon'ble Minister 
in reply — they propose to extend prohibition from Noakhuli to Tippera, 
but then they will again be trifling with the question of prohibition 
because the small district of Tippera does not consume much of liquor 
or drugs. So, mj request to the Government is that if they ure really 
serious about the question of prohibition, if they really wont to make 
progress with a major scheme, then they have got to tackle a big dis- 
trict. Otherwise, there can be no point in their parading that they 
have introduced prohibition in Noakhali or Tippera or some such 
district which suffers the least from drink and drug evil. 

Then, Sir, the next point which I propose to come to is about the 
necessity of introducing prohibition in Bengal. Sir, during the regime 
of the present Government, not only our excise revenue is going up, 
^ut also the consumption of all excisable articles is going up pari pawn. 
The Hon’ble Minister will not be in a position to say truthfully that it 
is* only by raising the prices of excisable articles that he has got a 
better yield under the head "Excise" and there has been no progress 
or advance in consumption. 9 
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Rather, so far an the present Government policy is concerned, it 
is Ming to the consumption figures. It is increasing the consump- 
tion and spreading the vice. I hope, Sir, you will permit me to make 
some quotations from the latest report of Excise administration of the 
Presidency of Bengal. As the time at my disposal is limited I would 
rather choose to place before the House the comparative figures of the 
last three years to indicate the progress of' consumption of drink and 
drug in this province : So far as the consumption of country spirit is con- 
cerned, in 1936-37 it was 364,589 (L. P. Gallons). In 1938-39 it was 
587,779, i.e., an increase of 223,190 gallons, in other words, an increase 
of more than 50 per cent, over the figure of 1936-37. This I do not 
think n predominantly Muslim Government will claim as one of its* 
achievements. t a 

Then about foreign liquors. The consumption figure in 1936-37 was 
598,387 Imperial Gallons. It went up to 715,245 gallons in 1933-39, 
that is, hy 116,858 or more than 20 per cent. 

Then opium. The consumption in 1936-37 was of 25,051 seers aqd 
in 1938-39 it was of 26,513 seers, i.e., the consumption went up by 
1,462 seers. 

As regards the other hemp drug f/anja, the quantity consumed in 
1936-37 was 32,487 seers and in 1938-39 it was 33,957 seers, i.e., an 
increase of 1,470 seers. 

As regards bhang , the consumption figure in 1936-37 was 8,368 
seers and it went up to 9,216 seers in 1938-39, i.e., there was an increase 
in consumption of 84*8 seers. 

So far as the worst of the hemp drugs — the drug which has the 
most deleterious effect on the userR, namely, charas, is concerned, the 
consumption in 1936-37 was 720 seers, and in 1938-39, 790 seers, an 
increase of 70 seers, i.e., of about 10 per cent. 

When, therefore, the present policy of the Government is* going to 
have the opposite effect, that is, when it is going to increase the con- 
suwpion of all excisable commodities, I think it is time to cry halt 
and for the Government to think seriously about the question of prohibi- 
tion and to introduce it in all earnestness in one of those districts which 
suffer most from drink and drug evil. Government should not idle t 
away further time with its make-believe scheme of prohibition and by 
bluffing attempts to introduce it in those districts which consume the 
least of drink or. drugs. I think Government can well afford to launch 
a scheme of prohibition in a big district like the 24-Parganae. My 
honourable friend probably will make a point of it that it will be very 
difficult to introduce prohibition in 24-Parganas, because of the 
chances of smuggling, but if the Government report so far as excise 
crimes are concerned is reliable, it will be seen that in 24»Pargftna§ 
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moat of the crimes relate to illicit distillation or illicit possession of 
exdsable things anf not to smuggling. If Government has an efficient 
staff to check the crimes, and to detect them as in other connection it 
claims to have in its officers, then of course Government should not be 
afraid of smuggling. 

• Another matter of serious concern is that our Government always 
talks of smuggling and such things, whenever Government is asked to 
introduce schemes of prohibition, but the present Government policy 
so far as the consumption of country spirit is concerned may well bo 
described as not of checking the trafficker but one of racing with him. 
Is it to be beLieved that a Government which professes to he sincere 
iu its scheme of prohibition, has reduced the price of country liquor 
and introduced a cheaper variety in recent times Y But that is n fact — 
an admitted fact that the Government has reduced the price of country 
spirit and introduced the cheaj)er 7- r >° l T . P. liquor which has led to the 
greater consumption of country spirit I hoj>e the Hon'ble Minister 
will face this point and not avoid it in his reply. 

• I would therefore ask the Government to adopt mv Bill. If Gov- 
ernment is afraid of the sub-clause of the Bill which relates to the dis- 
trict of the 24-Pargunas, well, then it can be arrnnged that another 
important district should be tackled in i ts stead. After all, the pro- 
mise of introducing prohibition in Noakhali or Tipjwra cannot satisfy 
those w]io are really serious iu the matter of prohibition and those who 
consider it a matter of shame that we are lagging behind when our 
sister provinces are going so much ahead and introducing prohibition 
in district after district and successfully bringing even ven big dis- 
tricts in their provinces under schemes of prohibition. If the Bengal 
Government really care for its reputation, then it ought to introduce 
prohibition in some of the biggest consuming districts of Bengal. I 
havo of course suggested the district of 24-Parganas, and given my 
reasons. If the Hon'ble Minister can give better reasdhs to make any 
other Igg district “dry" I shall lie quite prejmred to consider them but 
the plea of making such a small district as Noakhali or Tippera “dry” 
and not even drug-free, can only be interpreted as criminal indifference 
to a great social evil. 

Then, Sir, I would point out that so far as my Bill is concerned 1 
have attempted to provide for permits and licences for such purposes us 
scientific or religious. If you turn to clause *H , you will find that I 
have provided for permits to be issued even for consumption by private 
persons and also in clubs and hotels, and railway restaurant cars 
besides, as I have said, permits for religious and scientific purposes. 
Therefore, Sir, if my BUI, be accepted, it will not put a stop to the 
use of liquor for religious, scientific or such other purposes or to the 
use of liquor by persons of non-Asiatic domicile in certain circum* 
stances. 
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Such are the provisions of my Bill and it deserves the acceptance 
of the House. Although I had some doubt when 1 introduced the Bill 
a h regards its expediency, that doubt has been entirely removed by the 
collection of opinions in respect of this Bill. I now stand here forti- 
fied by the opinion of my countrymen and by the large and wide sup- 
port that the Bill has received outside this House. If you turn* to the 
collection of opinions, you will find altogether 107 opinions have been 
collected. Of them 

(The member reached bis time-limit but was granted another two 
minutes time.) 

7 parties have chosen not to give their opinion at all and of the 

remaining 100 opinions that have been communicated, some 65 or 66 
opinions are definitely in favour of this Bill and there are only some 32 
or 33 opinions which are more or less opposed to the Bill. But, if vou 
analyse those dissenting opinions, Sir, you will find that 20 of these 
opinions are the opinions of Licensing Boards. Now, Sir, the 
opinion of these Licensing Boards, it is evident, I am sorry to say. has 
been primed by the officials. If you turn to out; of the collected 
opinions of such Boards you will find evidence of the attempt that has 
l>een made to influence the opinion of these official-ridden and nomin- 
ated Boards by the higher Excise officials. Turning, in the collection 
of opinions, to opinion marked 50, namely, the opinion of the Bang- 
pur Excise Licensing Board, you will find that with that opinion is 
enclosed a criticism of the Bill by the Excise Superintendent of the 
district and that the Licensing Board has simply endorsed the opinion 
of the Superintendent of Excise. They say: “The Bengal Prohibition 
Bill, 103?*, by Rai Ilarendra Nath Chaudhuri with its Statement of 
Objects and Hensons and the note prepared by the Superintendent of 
Excise on the Bill are discussed, and it is resolved that the Board 
agrees on principle, as given out in the Superintendent's note”. This 
dearly shows, Sir, that attempts have been made to influence the 
opinions of the Licensing Boards. Therefore the opinions ol such 
Licensing Boards are not their opinons but rather the opinions of the 
Excise officials. If you exclude them, then you will find that only 12 
or 13 opinions have been given against this Bill. The rest of the 
opinions, mainly the opinions of independent local bodies, are in favour 
of this Bill. And, Sir, I hope that if this Government claim to be ft 
popular Government it will be guided by the public opinion that has 
been elicited in respect of this Bill. Whatever may be the fate of my 
Bill in this House I have the supreme satisfaction that my Bill haa 
received very wide and almost overwhelming support from the public 
outside this Legislature. If the Government care for public opinion 
then they ought to accept this Bill. And, Sir, what does acceptance of 
this Bill mean f It does not mean that the Government will have to 
accept every provision or every clause of the Bill. I have proposed that 
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the Bill be referred to a Select Committee. If there are defects in the 
drafting of the Bill those defects can well be removed by discussion in 
the Select Committee. And I would ask the Government, before they 
take up the attitude of throwing out the Bill altogether — to consider 
what serious step they are taking in running counter to public opinion 
incited fmd ascertained. I presume to think however that no serious 
'difficulty will arise if the Bill be accepted for consideration by the Select 
Committee. Then the Government will be in a position to have it 
recasted in such a manner as they think proper and ultimately they 
wiilJuA*e a comfortable and obliging majority to support their wishes 
and decisions. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. II a» homy, do you want to move 
your* amendment ? 

f§r. 9YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY ; No. Sir. but I will sup- 
port this motion. 

Sir, in rising to support the motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri 
I* must frankly say that I cannot think of a better Bill than that drafted 
by Rai Ifarendra Nath Chaudhuri and I also frankly say that the 
Government should come forward to congratulate Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri for the pains he has taken in drafting a comprehensive Bill. 
In this connection, Sir, I should only like to remind this House that 
dimng life first budget discussion of this Government the ITnn’ble the 
Chief Minister assured this House that in three years time he will make 
this province a dry, a completely dry one. Well, 1 am not in the habit 
of quoting authorities and I am not prejmred to refer to the proceeding* 
of the business of tins House, but so far as I rernemlier an assurance 
w as ^iven by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to introduce prohibition in 
this province. Now the opportunity has come, ft is now up to the 
Government to accept the Bill that has been introduced by Hni Hnron- 
dru Nath Chaudhuri. If the Government thinks that some alteration, 
some change, some amendment, some addition is necessary they can do 
so. Le* the Government come forward to accept this Bill and bring it 
before the House as a Government Bill. I am sure, Sir, no section, no 
group of this House will object to introducing prohibition in this 
pio\ iuce. 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Not even the Europeans? 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Well, there is provision 
in the Bill itself to give licence to some people of non-Asiatic domicile. 
But Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri has thought over all possible problems 
that may ariee in this connection. He has given licence to so me 
restaurants. 


Mr. RANK LAL BISWAS: Ha* b*Y 
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Mr. BYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Yes^ be has. If you 

read the Bill you will find it there. He has made provision for licence 
to some people domiciled in this province. There are other licences as 
well. Therefore this Bill is comprehensive. Well, if the Department 
concerned finds that some alteration, some changes are necessary, Rai 
Marendra Nath Chaudhuri will be prepared to accept any reasonable 
amendment that may be suggested by the Government. We want 
prohibition and before we retire from this House we want to see 
something fungible in this particular respect. We have discussed this 
mutter in season and out of season, from year to year, and Rai Hnren- 
dru Nuth Chaudhuri in his eloquent speech has dwelt on this subject 
elaborately. I would only appeal to the members of the Government * 
and the majority party to come forward, to show at least some gestures 
that they intend to introduce prohibition in this province. The other 
day in reply to a question with regard to prohibition introduced in the 
Noakhali district we got the reply from the llon’ble Minister in charge 
that there are still 1& shops in Noukhnli district and there are several 
ganja shops in that district as well. Of course I have given the figure* 
subject to correction. 

Now, Sir, it is clear that even in one district which is predomin- 
antly a Muslim district we have not got complete prohibition. Govern- 
ment cun not say that even that district is a completely dry district. The’ 
horrible condition of 24-Parganas, as has been stated by the honour- 
able mover, will certainly appeal to your sense of justice and vour sense 
of fairness and equity, And you know that this jnirticular district is a 
district consisting of lots of bhilt and you know the condition of the 
workers in those bhils. Therefore, Sir, in the fitness of things Gov- 
ernment should come forward either to accept this particular Bill in toto 
or to give us an assurance that they will introduce another Bill on the 
line suggested by Uni Ilarendra Nath Chaudhuri. 

W T ith these words, Sir, l support the motion which is before the 
House. 

Mialvi ABDUL WANED : ’TSMfo TOTO, ^ 

Iff TOB TO* TOtt* BKBtCTl ClV* TO, TOT* 

tort* vr 7 or ofTaap w vm crojo® 

i to, — ( Mr. 8 itmndiu Nath Biswas : TO, TOffif 

TO, I'm 4TO TOY TOf%T5 <TOn~) 3ITOF TOTBfa, 4 TO CTOtf 

wtitcro TOTOt c ro TOrif* wrote*, cwpm « g f ftcff ics tv 
Cl, 4* fwfTODflr OH <*TY frg t fo ® CTOft* TOfltTO OT 
cro?r mew c*t* tosti ftpft yrrott fvfronft orcn ityn 
cTOir® too* 5 n ; 4 roci ¥91 froro 1 ftcro CYtnr to 
•ftrftTOi ars toim <j mv , to cron yrow i iTO f 4* tow* HfTOn cbuce 
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<«* viV-.Vvf^jS^ Hl$ htoh, HfWl, 

hto, *jhi Hfw, Hstw PHHtTOcHf to cTO tori hthh fro hr hthh 
ch hh ttw\ toth cro* cnt TOi toi "chuwtoH" croi chto ntf'- 
TO cttw, ^ from TOmft cTO to fro htht chicssh *h; 
TO^HTh '•itHc^S, 4HHfr hto, t*hi, TOn, HHtron TOf i tern wtch e n S fi n n 

CHttTO^ ! ( A Member of the Coalition Party : TOffHS CS\ 4TOR 

h^ cro i ) '& §tch opto nrf to croi firn^ hot ? finn cfm hw 
nt-rcn ro — to m o nn firtro **, <®hh m to h^hth hto hi ♦ 
cn h^hth fiwft firn nsos nft*s oFtnr no?, 4H; fa sf fos my i 

CStCl CH ^5HH HI ^51 TOOS HTO I 'Htfi 4 TOh CHCHffHtH — * ‘CHt&Tfl 
HH CTO C*Htfl faTotH CStCH TOl fitH CblHC^, — TO CHTHC5 — HTTfarjJf CHHH 
HTOf *TO HTtfWT^ H7tH I ( Laughter. ) 41fH1 JgC® TOm 

CH HH TOTO TOT 3$ fistfe'S 35tH$ HH, TOCHH *T$-StH HTO CHTH HtH I 
^5Htt 4HH CH TOTH fefHH 4&TO CTOf HRTO fH05 OTCHf C*R Ht^CH* 
TOT HI I HW 4 CWH CTO <SCH CWTO HR 7, — 4* HfHWW HHTO ^HW CTOt 
Hlnn «rff% cTOh TOft i 4w; hTwTO wtfw Tfrt ht$, — cwtHh vHHtwTHCHi 
3TH HTOT^ Wtfw CTOC^H I fa* TOTOTH famS*. 

C*H CH CH* Wtfafcl 3tH7 TOR HI , — 41 fezi d ft IWHT CHTCHtf Z\ TORTl 
*3JTO$ •ffft HI | WtTO TO<CW*fr 4*1 ^7T ftC5 CnCfClfH, CHtft^ 

HtTH^ CHHfe m* 3HT ft^CHH ^TTH, HI 4* fwfHUfct 

^ CHQHTH fir* Mc< en:*fr* HHH TOT HI CHR flfes *tHfifCH f 4<tH 

CHTCbb CH 4* fwfiTHft C*R CHTH CbtbH CHTH, 0|6l HtCHtCTOt HI 
Ht^TH ’HtHtm CTO f^Hl TOtRl C*ffT¥ ^f| HTTO5 TOT 

Sfhi — 4$) 'Tot oiTO firbrtT fro i ^rtfir CHt^res gt »— tot cvh H#t- 

H^t C¥H 4 fTOF 'HJHH CHtCg g H HI, f % TOHtl fevgi firfr® *ttCH, Hft 
#J1 Ri CTOH TOR >5tTOT HTtTO^l TOn HfTS *ttfl I 4TH1 ftt t^COTCHf 
Htf %f TOTH VTO 4 TO TO5 FtH HI ? VTZl CTO TOI^t HtTS HW HI 
TO TO TOT1 V1U5 9 fiF Hrt*ff% HtG^ f%f ? 

HTO 4 CH*t CTO ftTOH CTOCvSfc TO — CH TO HI H TO, TO 
HI 5H C5I CTOf CWftCZS TO I hJTh^H HI Htfr HtTO #tf% CHjT® Htftf — 

ch nfir <3fm Hfirn^H chhhcir toxh htrtchhSi t 1 ^ to* i tohi to 

TO CHTO Htfin CH HH9 Htft WHHTTOH CHlCl TOCf, — HI WHHtHtTOl *fCW 

cTO tohi fenfire croft, ensfro hto ^thi d*twi fin fitro» hi totchh 

•¥TO*<% TOCHHI CHtCH fefTO ficWR I 4HT 4fHI TOCfH CH fTOH# CH TO 
CHTO HfHHI TO C TOCHH I 4HTCH 'Htfi *hK «1<HCH frfi*| CH — TOW 4lCHI 

hhtto fro nfir Htffis hthhi fro itfw — ch to ^rw wip i <e$ffH 
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CFim <§t*i ft*4*Fn c&i ft}$ tor ctort qro r fy 

*1*1* * cw ft} *n c* £*fp?s *f? t s l^Wft C*R 

T 5 ^ 1 *1** <tftra *lic* oq *ft * stm cym ^?n 

sr sftnr fliffcw *rft ft S*ftnr tti to? cn fast #n c^5 

^1 ^tft C^t^US 5t* — CTORT fcsi TOmr C^R g nr fr H 7^1 

*4 c?l ctt* ^5 t fro wtfror *m sra cter ' cfflrW,. 
^3 ft’rt ^i c^Htort *itar tor, v 4 ^ ntfo jy^n »r^r. 

ftrnr wt> c^tro i wsw ^rft *rf*n *ft #an <& m ftf v p^tc ^ 4 

OT Cfc? W <$CR (TOR i 1 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EH: Sir, when Maulvi Bokainagarrwas 
shaking there were shouts of “hear, hear” uttered from the other’ 
side— of course ironically (Hon’ble Sir Buoy Phasad Singh Boy: 
No, in appreciation), yes, thank you, in appreciation. But I have no 
(louht m my mind as to how they will \ote when it comes to voting. 
Maulvi Bokainaguri was asking what was the reason for this Govern- 
ment, which professes so much about prohibition, to stand in the way 
of this Bill being made into luw. May 1 relate to the House a short 
story an three or four sentences and attempt a reply to this ques- 
tion ^ It. is the well-known story of ‘the mother-in-law and the 
daughter-in-law’ current in the country-side. The mother-in-law and 
the daughter-in-law were the two inmates of the house. The mother- 
in-law was washing utensils in a tank outside the house, and the 
daughter-in-law was doing household duties inside the house. Just at 
that time a beggar came and asked for alms. The daughter-in-law 
refused to give alms and nsfced. the beggar to go away. The l>eggar was 
going away. The mother-in-law saw the l>eggar going away and learnt 
irom him that he came for alms uud that the daughter-in-la tv had 
refused to give him alms. She said “what, the daughter-in-law refused 
you alms? No, that cannot he. Come, follow me”. The poor beggar 
hopeful of alms followed the mother-in-law and went inside. Then 
the mother-in-law then turned round and said: “Look here, J am the 
mistress of the house and not the daughter-in-law. Who is she to 
refuse you alms? Never mind, I say you go away. You won’t get 
alms.” (Laughter.) 

Similarly. Sir. Government suys: “We want prohibition: we want 
to make Bengal completely dry in the course of three years, but whv 
should it be left to Kai Hurendra Nath Ohaudhuri to introduce the Bill ? ' 
The Bill may be good in principle, but who is Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri to introduce it? We will do it in good time and therefore 
we oppose this Bill,” If, Sir, Government oppose this Bill, they will 
do so in the spirit of the mother-in-law in the story I have just 
narrated. (Laughter.) 

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat. 
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. . Th. Hon’MeVfr. PRA0ANNA DEB RHIKUTl Sir, I oppose the 
Bill which has been moved by my honourable friend Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri. (Rai 6aerndea Nath Chaudhuri: Hear, hear!) (Mr. 
Sukendra Nath Biswas: You cannot but oppose!) 1 can unsure the 
House that we have every sympathy (Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri : 
Overflowing!) with the aims and objects of the Bill, and it has Wen 
•declared. Sir, on the floor of the House that our ultimate object is pro- 
hibition, but we must go gradually. (Rai IIarkndra Nath Ciiau- 
dhuri : Y r es, progressively!) 

Sin Government has been criticised because we introduced prohibi- 
tion in part of Noakhali. It may be good criticism, but that was the 
right thing to do. (Rai Hahendka Nath Chaudhuri : Win ? ) We 
are not of course undertaking prohibition on a large settle like other 
provinces which Kai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri has mentioned. He 
said that there are three districts in Madras and four districts in 
the#United Provinces and also olhei places which have introduced pro- 
hibition and he praised them for the success of their prohibition 
schemes, but, Sir, we are not confident how far they are successful. 
It has got to be tested (Mr, Si hendua Naiji Biswas: Taste what Y 
Is it drink?) (Laughter.) There are certain reasons why Mr! Chau- 
dhuri’s Bill is untimely and ill-adopted to achieve its object. There 
are people hero of various nationalities and com muni tied, and to change 
their habit and custom bv closing the excise shop* is unthinkable utul 
cannot &c done. 

Sir, the experience of other provinces tends to confirm our jMilicv 
that prohibition should be gradual. (Mr. Screndua Nath Biswak : 
What should be the M|*»cd of progress, H arsXDE* N ATI! CllAU- 
DiiiKi: Twenty miles per hour!) (laughter.) We cannot afford to 
huve prohibition on a large scale in view of the financial implications 
involved. Them again, Sir, if we launch uj>on prohibition on a large 
scale, we cannot attend to any imjK»rtant nation-building works, because 
we shall have no money left. Besides, Sir, unfortunately prohibition 
is not free from technical difficulties as we have seen in a recent case 
in Bombay. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That will do. I shall now put Mr. Cbnudhuri’a 
motion to vote. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that the Bengal Pro* 
hibition Bill, 1939, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of— 

. (1) The Hon'ble Mr. Prasanna I)cb Raikiit, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alfaauddin Ahmed, 

(3) Mr. K. Nooruddin, 

(4) .Mr. Raaaur Rahman Khan, 
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(5) Mr. Anukul Cfcandfa Dm, 

(6) Maulvi Abu Howain Sarkar, 

(7) Mr. Shyama Prosad Barman, 

(8) Dr. H. C. Mukherjee, 

(9) Maharaja Sashi Kanta A chary a Cbowdhury, of Muktagacha, 

Mymensingh, 

(10) Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, 

(Jl) Mr. Pramathanath Banerjee, 

(12) Mr. Satyapriya Banerjee, 

(13) Mr. Atul Chandra Sen, 

(14) Mr. A. M. A. Zaman, and 

(15) the mover, 

with instruction to submit their report by the 16th August, 1940,' the 
number of members forming the quorum being five, was then put and 
lost. 

Adjournment. 


It being 7-60 p.m. — 

The House was adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Monday, the 12th 
August, 1940, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


G. Prff - m 041-7»06A-700. 
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ncctiou with Jute Restriction 
Scheme: (Q.) p. 283. 

Cert I Acs ta procedure 

Exercise of by th© estate of Nawab 
Bahadur of Murshidahad : (Q.) p v 

276, 

Realisation of dues from member* of 
liquidated rural societies by certi- 
fteate procedure; <(J.) p. 274. 

Chairman 

Election of tbe—of Jangtptir Munici- 
pality, Murahidahad: <Q.) p. 140. 

Chuadanga 

Communal tension in , Nadia: (Q.) 
p 151. 

Ctiaudhuri, Rai War a ndr e nath 

Establishment of Munsif’s Court at 
Barrack pore: ( Q .} p, 225. 

Improvement of arrangements and 
sanitary conditions in I>um-l>ura 
Central Jail: (Q.) p. 196. 

The Bengal Alluvion and Diluvion 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940: (Q.) pp, 

202-200, 207, 208. 

The Bengal Prohibition Bill, 1069: pp. 
300 15. 

The Bengal Revenue* (Charged Ex- 
penditure) Bill, 1940: pp. 178-79, 
180-84. 
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Ohittagong 

Distribution of sale notices among 
newspapers in—: (Q.) p. 221. 

Establishment of a poultry fann in the 
Dyeng Hill, — : (Q.) p. 3, 

Neabad Taluks: (Q.) p. 196. 

Port authorities. River Karnafuli 
and—: (Q.) p. 9. 

Progress of Irrigation Department in — : 
(Q.) p. 133. 

Promotion of “Dyeing and Painting 
Industry 1 ' in—: (Q.) p. 123. 

Publication of sale notices by — Civil 
Courts: (Q.) p. 223. 

Civil Courts 

Typists in Faridpur— : (Q.) p. 224, 


Clorfcs 

Communal ratio of— in Forest offices 
at Darjeeling: (Q.) p. 10. 

Communal ratio of— in office of Regis- 
trar of Joint Stock Companies, 
Bengal: (Q.) p. 211. 

Coins 

Dearth of silver — throughout the pro- 
vince: (Q.) p. 6. 

Communal ratio 

Appointments in various sections of the 
Bengal Government Press according 
to tin' — order. (Q.) p. 8. 

In the posts of Surgical Registrars in 
Calcutta Medical College Hospitals, 
(Q.) p. 118. 

Of clerks in the office of the Registrar 
of Joint Stock Companies, Bengal: 
(Q.) p. 211. 

Of contractors engaged in sinking tube- 
wells in the province: (Q.) p, 130. 

Of Examiners of Aceotfhla in the office 
of the Registrar, Joint Stock Com- 
panies, Bengal: (<J,) p. 14. 

Qf clerks in Forest offices at Darjeel- 
ing: <Q.) p. 10. 


In Chuadanga, Nadia: (Q.) p. 151. 

Constablas 

Recruitment of — in Dinajpur: (Q.) p. 

212 , 

Const 1 tut Ion 

Of Rule Committee under section 123, 
Civil Procedure Code: (Q.) p. 228. 

Contractors 

Communal ratio of— engaged iii 'Sink- 
ing tube-wells in the province: (Q.) 
p. 130. 

Schinluled caste — in Dacca and Mymen- 
singh Divisions: (Q.) p, 13. 

Co-opsratlvo Societies 

Present Assistant Registrar of — , 
Jessoro-Khuina: (Q.) p. 288. 

Crops 

Failure of — due to Hood in some parts 
of Khulna: ((J.) p. 125. 

Daoca 

Disturbances following fracas between 
Hindus and Muslims at — ; (Q.) p. 

224. 

Suspension of traffic during the Gov- 
ernor's journey through Important 
streets of — : (Q.) p. 1. 

Suspension of traffic during the Gov- 
ernor's visit to the races at — : (Q.) 

p. 3. 

Daooa-Chlttagong Trunk Road , 

Settlement of ditebea on both sides 
of — : <Q.) p. 284. 

Daoea Mall D last tori p. 117. 

Damodar rlvor 

Bridge on tho— : (Q.) p. 4. 
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. Bat Gupta, Babul K^iagandr|^hfti 

Prohibition of public * meetings in 
Jalpaiguri district: (Q.) p. 144. 
Victims of Defence of India measures: 
(Q.) P- 1«). 


• Datta, Utr. Dhirendranath 

Addition of local hoard* in Tipper* 
• district: (Q.) p. 147. 

Effect of prohibition in N oak hall (Q.) 

Introduction of prohibition in Tippera: 

# (Q.) p. If 19. 

The Bengal Alluvion and Diluvion 

* I Amendment) Bill, 1940: p. SOW. 
The Bengal Co-operattie Societies Bill. 
*1938- pp :w-:w. 

The Bengal Jute Hegulation (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1910 pp 163-iit 
The Bengal Revenues (Charge! Kx- 
pemliture) Bill, At* 10 |>j» 178, 179 


Of Urn Sahib Indu Bhuaan Sarkur, 
MIX’ p 119. 


Dsftncs of India 

Victims of iiHMsur 
* Rules Victims of 


(Q) P 11W 

<y.) p. 2*1 


Dfnaipur 

Oases of theft and burglary m town: 
(Q.i p m>. 

Recruitment of constables in- (VJ 1 
p 212. 


1 

0|toha« 

Settlement of —on both sides of Dacca 
Chittagong Trunk Road: (Q.) p 
284. 

Doiui, Mr. Harondronotb 

Formation of Homeopath Faculty 
Board (Q.) p. 229. 

Dum-Dum Control Jail 

Improvement of arrangements am 
sanitary conditions in — : (Q * pp 
195, 289-90. 

Dyeing and Painting Industry 

Promotion of in Chittagong: <Q.) p 
123 

Dyeng Hill 

Establishment of a |M»ultry farm in tfr 
, Chittagong: (Q ) p 3. 

Education grant 

Ctilination of — for non Gnvernmen 
Secondary Schools for Girl* (Q ) | 
7J. 

Election 

CM the (!hairmaii of Jsngipur Munici 
palttv, Murshidsbad: (Q ) p. 140. 

Of Jbsrgram Local Board. (Q.) ( 
270. 

Of several local boards in Midnafmre 
(Q ) p. 277. 

Electric Supply Corporation 


Disaster 

D&<va Mail — '■ P- 117. 

District Board 

Reconstitution of the Midnapore— : 
(Q.) P* 278. 

Disturbances 

Following fracas between Hindus and 
Muslims at Dacca: fQ.) p. 224. 


Allowance to externed workers of Hi 
Calcutta- , Ltd.: (Q.) P- 286. 

Extension of sonrloo 

To Government Pleader at Tippon 

<Q) P* 226. 

Examiner of Aooounts 

Communal ratio of— in the office of il 
Registrar of Joint Stock Com pan is 
Bengal: (Q.) p 14. 
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% ice to — of the Calcutta Electric 

Supply Corporation: (Q.) p. 286. 

Faoulty Board 

Formation of Homeopath—: (Q.) p. 
229. 

Farfdpur 

Public Service Commission’s nomination 
for appointment of Government 
Pleader of—: (Q.) p. 271. 

Typists in— Civil Courts: (Q.) p. 224. 

Fazlul Huq, the Hon’ble Mr. A. K. 

Appointments in the Ahsanullah School 
of Engineering, Dacca: (Q.) p. 10. 

Free studentships to scheduled caste 
students of the Presidency College, 
Calcutta: (Q.) p. 139. 

Non-official Resolution: 

Regarding framing of the constitu- 
tion of India by the Constituent 
Assembly: pp. 89-92. 

Omission of all references to “Black 
Hole” tragedy from text-books: 
(Q.) P. 138. 

Publication of names of scholarship- 
holders: (Q.) p. 129. 

The Bengal Co-operative Societies Bill, 
1938: pp. 68-60. 

Introduction of the Secondary Educa- 
tion Bill: (Q.) p. 220. 

Utilisation of education grant for non- 
Government Secondary Schools for 
Girls: (Q.) p. 73. 

Vacancy in the post of Inspector of 
Registration: (Q.) p. 232. 

Pailul Qadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 

Utilisation of education grant for nou- 
Government Secondary Schools for 
Girls: (Q.) p. 73. 

Faitur Rahman (Daeea), Mr. 

Hie Bengal Revenues (Charged Ex- 
penditure) Bill, 1940: pp. 184^6. 


Flood 

In certain parts of Khulna: (Q.) p. 
69. 

In Noakhali town: (Q.) p. 71. 

Forest offioe 

Communal ratio of clerks in — at Dar- 
jeeling: (Q.) p. 10. 

Fro# studentships 

\ 

To scheduled caste students of* die. 
Presidency College, Calcutta: (Q.) 
p. 139. 

Ganguly, Mr. Fratul Chandra 

Suspension of traffic during the Gov- 
ernor’s journey through important 
streets of Dacca: (Q.) p. 1. 

Suspension of traffic during the Gov- 
ernor's visit to the races at Dacca: 

<Q.) p. 3. 

Chose, Mr. Atul Krishna 

Appointment of Government Pleaders: 

(Q.) p. 221. 

Government Pleader(s) 

Apimintinent of—: (Q.) p. 221. 
Extension of sendee to — at Tippera: 
(Q.) p. 226. 

Public Service Commission’s nomina- 
tion for appointment of — of Faridpur: 
<Q.) P- 271. 

Governor’! visit 

Suspension of traffic during the — to the 
races at Dacca: (Q.) p. 3. 

Grant 

Utilisation of education— for non-Gor- 
er ament Secondary Schools for Girls: 

(Q.) P. 73. 

Ourung, Mr. Dumber Singh 

Communal ratio of clerks in Forest 
offices st Darjeeling: (Q.) p. 11. 
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Communal ratio of d<erk* in the office 
of the Registrar of Joint Stock Com- 
panies, Bengal: (Q.) p. 211. 
Communal ratio of examiners of 

accounts in the office of the Regis* 
. . trar* of Joint Stock Companies. 
Bengal: (Q.) p.,14. 

Hablbullah, tba HorTWe Nawab Khwaja, 
Bahagur, of Oaooa 

* ATolition of local boards in Tippers 

district (Q.) p. 148. 

Communal ratio of contractors engaged 
in .sinking tube- wells in the pro- 
vince* (Q.) p 130. 

(^ynmunal ratio in the post# of Surgi- 
cal Registrars m Calcutta Medical 
^ College f { oh j>i t hIn (Q.) p 118. 

i Election of the Chairman of Jangipur 
Municipality (Q > p 111 

Election of Jhargram Local Board 

• (Q ) p. i>:<> 

Election of several local hoard* in 
MulniyKirc. (Q ) p. 277. 

Eoruiation ol Homeopath Faulty 
Board (Q, > p 220. 

Hours of duty of Resident Medical 
, Officers <Q.) p. 189. 

I.M.S. and I.M.D. officers in the 
Medical Department: (Q.) p. 214. 

Prevention of malaria m Jessore dis- 
trict (Q.) p. 217. 

Quacks* in mufasaal areas in Bengal 

(Q.) P 209. 

Reconstitution of the Midnapore Dia- 
triet Board: <Q.) p. 278. 

Selection of students for admission into 
the Medical College, Calcutta: (Q.) 
p. 135. 

laaddtaddht Ahmad, Khan Sahib 

On Non -official Resolution regarding 
giving effect to the recommendations 
of the Bengal Land Revenue Com- 
mission : pp. 100-102. 


Mautvf 114 

& 5 . 2$PT ;v 

Extension of aerrke to the ''tmmm* 
ment Pleader at Tippara: 

226. 

Hatwsll Manumant 

Jjath » charge mi peaceful ci tiaras hold- 
ing meeting for removal of—: (Q.) 
p. 67. 

Homeopath 

Formation of —Faculty Board: (Q.) p. 
229. 

Naurs of duty 

Of Resident Medical Officers: (Q.) p. 
189. 

Improvement of 

Arrangements and sanitary conditions 
in Dum-Dum Central Jail: (Q.l pp. 
195, 289-90. 

I.M.S. and LM.O. 

Officer* in Modical Department: (Q.) 
p. 214 

Irrigation Department 

Progress of in Chittagong: (Q.) p. 
133 

Industry 

Promotion of “Dyeing and Painting—*’ 
in Chittagong: (Q.) p. 123. 

Inopaator of Ragftstratton 

Vacancy in the post of (Q.) p. 231. 

twahant, Mr. M. A. M. 

Resolution on Bengal Raw Jot# 
Futures and Hessian Cbtb Futures 
Ordinance, 1940: pp. 258-59. 

Salt 

Improvement of arrangements at»4 , 
sanitary conditions in Dtna-IHna 
Central—: (Q.) pp. 195, 282. 
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ItlaltMtttfi Mr. 8yd 

Lat hi charge on peaceful citizens hold- 
ing meeting for removal of Holwell 
Monument: (Q.) p. 67. 

Non-official Resolution: 

Regarding giving effect to the recom- 
mendations of the Bengal Land 
Revenue Commission: pp. 97-100. 

Present Assistant Registrar of Co- 
operative Societies, Khulna-Jessore: 
(Q ) P- 28*. 

Resolution on Bengal Raw Jute 

Futures and Hessian Cloth Futures 
Ordinance, 1940: pp. 234-37. 

The Bengal Prohibition Bill, 1939: pp. 
315-16. 

Victims of Defence of India Rules: 
(«.) P- 281. 

Jalan, Mr. I. D. 

Resolution on Bengal Raw Jute 

Futures and Hessian Cloth Futures 
Ordinance, 1940: pp. 242*45. 

Jalpalgurl 

Prohibition of public meetings in 

Jalpaiguri district: (Q.) p. 144. 

Jaitflpur 

Election of the Chairman of— Munici- 
pality, Murshidabad: (Q.) p. 140. 

Jttaora 

Land mortgage banks in—: (Q.) p. 
198. 

Prevention of malaria in— district: 

(Q.) P. 217. 

Jhargram 

Election of — Local Board: (Q.) p. 270. 

Jalnt Stock Companies 

Communal ratio of clerks in the oflh'e 
of the Registrar of—, Bengal: (Q.) 
p. 211. 

Communal ratio of examiners of 
accounts in the office of the Regis- 
trar of—, Bengal: (Q.) p. 14. 


Juts FiitiUhs 4 * 

Resolution on< Bengal Raw — and 
Hessian Cloth Futures Ordinance, 
1940: pp. 233-68. 

Jute Restriction Scheme 

Appointments made in Burdwan district ' 
in connection with — : (Q.) p. 283, . 

Karnafuli 

River — and Chittagong Port author- 
ities: (Q.) p. 9. 

Khaksar movement 

In Bengal: (Q.) p. 121. 

Khulna 

Failure of crops due to flood in some 
parts of — : (Q.) p. 125. 

Flood in certain parts of—: (Q.) p. 
69. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra 

Quacks in mufassal areas in Bengal 
(Q.) p. 269. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishithanath 

The Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy 
Bill, 1939. pp. 303-305. 

Lathi charge 

On peaceful citizens holding meeting 
tor removal of Holwell Monument: 
(Q-) p. 67. 

Land Mortgage Banks 

In .Jessore: (Q.) p. 198. 

Local Board (s) 

Abolition of— in Tippers district: CQ.) 
p. 147. 

Election of Jbargram-^ (Q.) p- 270. 
Election of several— in Midnapoiw: 
<Q ) P. 277. 
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Election of Jhargr%m Lora! Board- 
(Q.) P- 270. * 

Election of several local boards in 
Midtiapore: (Q.) p. 277. 

Recon|titution of the M id n spore Dis- 
trict Board: (Q > p. 278. 




/ te* 

MadioaJ Departme n t 

IMS, and 1M1). officer* i»~~ : (Q.> 
p 214. 

Mooting* 

Prohibitum of public - in JaipoigttH 
district: <Q.) p, 144. 


Maltra, Mr. Burendranath 

The j^eng&l Co-oi>erative Societies Bill, 

«J§38: pp 1 !)-20. 

Maji, Mr. Adwalta Kumar 

Boidjfct* on the Dnmndur river (g ) p. 

4. 

Want of ladies’ waiting-room at 
Rninagar Station in Hnnkura-Danio- 
dar Itiver Railway iQ i p 127. 

Malaria 

Prevention or in Jeasoie district 
(0 ) p 217 

■dalda 

Reduction of rent in district (Q ) p. 

HP. 

Report of Rent Reduction Committee 
regarding distrut <g ) p. l.'M) 


Mldnapore 

Elation of several local board* in*—: 

<g 1 p 277. 

Reconstitution of the -District Board: 
<Q.) 1*. 278, 

Mohonpur Union 

Water-hyacinth menace in of Palma: 

<g> p. to. 

i Muhammad Itrall, Meulvl 

; Introduction of the Secondary Educe* 

| tion Hill ig ) p. 220 

j 

Muhammad ftoiaiman, Khan Sahib Maulvl 
Md. 

SheriHtadarn in District Office* In 
Bengal tg.) p. m 


Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari 

Absence oi raised platform at Ondal 
Station <g * p NO. 

Appointment* made in Burdwan dii- 
tncPin connen sum with Jute Restric- 
tion Scheme. <g * |> 283 

Manlruzzaman Islamabad!, Maul ana Md. 

Establishment of a poultry farm in the 
Dyeing Hill, Chittagong < p. 3 

Progress of Irrigation Department in 
Chittagong, tQ.) p 133. 

River Karnafali and Chittagong Port 
authorities (Q.) p P 

Madtoal CaJfasf 

Selection of students for admission into 
the— f Calcutta: (g ) p 134. 


Majumdar, Mr*. Hamaprova 

Keareh of Mr*. Hemaprova Majumdar'* 
house by police tg ) p. 7(J 

Mukherjee, Mr. B. 

On Non -official Resolution regarding 
giving cffe< t to the recommendation* 
of the Bengal Land Revenue Cotn- 
miswion pp 110-15. 

Mukharjt, Dr. Bharat Chandra 

Realisation of nbunhg in Rirbhura: 

tg > p. l/so, 

MulUek, Mr. Putin Bahary 

Non -official Resolution: pp. 82, 83, 84. 
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Mufllok, th# Hon’We Mr. Mukunfca 
Behary 

Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Second 
Amendment) Bill, 1940: p. 233. 
Bengal Co-operative Societies Bill, 1938: 
pp. 20-22, 33-34, 37 , 3840, 41, 42, 
43, 44, 45, 47, 48, 604*4. 

Land mortgage banks in Jcssore: (Q.) 
p. 109. 

Realisation of dues from members of 
liquidated rural societies by certi- 
ficate procedure; (Q.) p. 274. 

Present Assistant Registrar of Co- 
operative Societies, Khulna-Jessore: 
<Q.) p. 288. 

Munslf'a Court 

Establishment of — at Barrackpore: 

(Q.) p. 225. 

Murshldabad as tat# 

Exercise of certificate procedure by the 
estate of Nawab Bahadur of—: (Q.) 
p. 275. 

Mueharruff Hotsaln, the Hon’bla Nawab, 
Khan Bahadur 

Appointment of Government Pleaders: 
<Q.) p. 221. 

Bengal Misdemeanour Bill, 1930: pp. 
298-300, 

Constitution of Rule Committee under 
section 123, Civil Procedure Code: 

(Q.) p. 22e. 

Distribution of sale notices among 
newspapers in Chittagong: (Q.) p. 
221 . 

Establishment of Munsif’s Court at 
Barrackpore: (Q.) p. 226. 

Extension of servioe to Government 
Pleader at Tippers: (Q.) p. 227. 
Process-servers under the District 
Judge, Tippers: (Q.) p. 197. 

Publio Service Commission's nomina- 
tion for appointment of Government 
Pleader of Faridpur: (Q.) p. 272. 
Publication of sale notices by Chitta- 
gong Civil Courts: (Q.) pp. 2-3. 
Typists in Faridpur Civil Courts: 
(Q ) P. S24. 


Muslim* 

Absence. — <nu^u^ .hv v,uvm».» «#. hud 

Revenue Departments (Q.) p. 285. 

Mustagaswal Hague, Mr. Jiyad 

On Non-official Resolution regarding 
giving effect to the recommendation's’ 
of the Bengal ‘Land Revenue Com- 
mission: pp. 109-110. ' f > • 

Nandy, the Hon’ble Maharaja. 8rft- ’ 
chandra, of Couimbaxar 

Absence of raised platform at Ohdal 
Station: (Q.) p. 140. 

Allowance to externed worktiri of 
Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation, 
Ltd.: <Q.) p. 287. u 

Bridgo on the Da mod a r river: (Q.) p. 

4. 

Flood in certain parts of Khulna: (Q.JI 

p. 09. 

Progress of Irrigation Department in 
Chittagong: (Q.) p. 134. * 

Re-excavation of Bemorta Khal in * 
Khulna. (Q.) p. 147. 

River Kanmfuli and Chittagong Port 
authorities (Q ) p 0. 

Scheduled caste contractors in Daoca 
and Mymensingh Divisions: (Q.) p. 

13. 

Want of ladies’ waiting room at 
Rainagar Station in Bankura-Damo- 
dar Railway. (Q ) p. 128. * 

Naxlmuddln, the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 

Adjournment Motion: p. 156. 

Cases of theft and burglary in Dinaj- 
pur town: (Q.) p. 190. 

Communal tension in Chuadanga, 
Nadia: (Q.) p. 151. 

Disturbances following fracas between 
Hindus and Muslims at Daoca: (Q.) 
p. 224. 

Hindu and Muslim Sub-Inspector* of 

Police: (Q.) p. 132. 

Improvement of arrikgement* and * 
sanitary conditions in Dum-Dnra 
Central Jail: (Q.) p. 196, 
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Khaksar nuAment in Bengal: (Q.) p. 

Non-official ife.solution : pp; 82, 83. 

Lathi charge on peaceful citisen* hold- 
. . ing meeting for removal of Uolwell 
Mondfnent: (Q.).p. 08. 

• prohibition of public meetings in 
Jalpaiguri district: (Q ) p. 144. 

Recruitment of constables in Dinajpur: 

. p. 213. 

Search of Mrs. Hemaproia Majumdar's 
house by police (Q ) p. 77. 

Suafugision of traffic during Governor's 
journey through important streets of 
Dacca: (Q.) p 2 

9 

ispenaion of traffic during Governor’* 
visit to the races at Dacca ((J.l p. 
3. 

victims of Defence of Indio measures 

(Q.) p. 191. 

Victims of Defence of India Rules. 
(Q.) p. 281. 


Distribution of sale notices among in 
Chittagong (Q ) p 221. 

tfoabad Taluks, Chittagong: <Q / p 

life. 

Npakhall 

Effect of Prohibition in — (Q.) p. 79. 

Flood in - town t p 71. 

Nomination 

Public Service Commission's — for ap- 
pointment of Government Pleader of 
Fan lpur: (Q.) p. 271, 

, OfMtel Station 

Absence of raised platform at — : (Q.) 

p * 140. 

tMMuMtea 

. Resolution pt* Bengal Ra«r Jute 
Futures and Heasran Cloth Future* 
— , 1940: pp. 2SM38. 


it 

P£turo inuni 

Conversion of reserved foreeia into — : 

(Q.f p. 270, 

Platform 

Absence of raised — at Onda) Station: 
(Q i p. 140. 

Ploa*or(i) 

Appointment of Government— * (Q.) 

p. 221. 

Extension of service to Government — 
at Tippcra: (Q.> p. SKW. 

Poltoo 

Hindu and Muslim Hub- Inspectors of—: 
(Q .l p 132 

Pol fee tearoh 

Of Mrs. Hemaprova Majumdar* house: 
(Q ) p 70. 

Poultry farm 

Establishment of a-* in the Dyeing 
Dill, Cbittagrmg; (Q.) p 3. 

Pramanlh, Mr. TarMtl Char an 

Reduction of rent in Maid* district; 
fQ > p. 149. 

Report of Rent Reduction Committee 
regarding Malda district: ((J.) p, 
139 • 

Preaa * 

Appointments in various sections of the 
Bengal Government -aixxurdiug to 
the iximmunal ratio order. fQ. ) p. 

8. 

Under the District Judge, Tippers; 
(Q.) p. 197. 

ProMMMon 

Effect of— in Noakbali : (Q.) p. 79. 

Introduction of— in Tippers: (Q.) p, 
199. 

Of public meetings in Jslpaigun dis- 
trict; <Q.) p. 144. 
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Public Service Commission 

Nomination for api>ointment of Gov- 
ernment Pleader of Faridpur: (Q. ) 
p. 271. 

Publication 

Of xale notices by Chittagong Oivil 
Courts: (Q.) p. 223. 

Quaoka 

In mufassal areas in Bengal: (Q.) p. 

m. 

Ralkut, tha Hon'blo Mr. Prasanna Deb 

Communal ratio of clerks in Forest 
offices at Darjeeling: (Q.) p. 11. 
Conversion of reserved forests into 
pasture ground: (0 ) 1> 270. 

Effect of prohibition in Noakhnli 
<Q.) P- 80. 

Introduction of prohibition in Tippera 
(Q.l p. 199. 

The Bengal Prohibition Bill, 1939 p 
319. 

Ralnagar Station 

Want of ladies’ waiting-room at in 
Bnnkura-Dnmodar River Railway. 
(Q.) p. 127. 

Realisation ot dues 

From members of liquidated rural 
societies by certificate procedure: 
(Q.) P- 274. 

Raoonatltutlon 

Of the Midnapore District Board- (Q. » 
p. 278. 

Reerultment 

Of conatabloa in Dinajpur: tQ.) p. 

212 . 

Reduction 

Of rent in Malda district: (Q.) p 149. 


Rt-oxcAri^pn 1 o 

Of Bemorta Khal in Khalna: (Q.) 
146. 

Rent reduction 

In Malda district. (Q.) p. 149. 

if 

Report of— -Committee regarding Mali 
district- (Q.) p. 139. 

Report 

Oi Rent Reduction Committee regar 
ing Malda district (Q.) p. 139. 

Reserved forest! 

Conversion of — into pasture grouni 
(Q.) p. 276. 

Resident Medical Omoers 

Hours of duty: (Q ) p. 189. 
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